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TO  THE 

KING. 


Sir, 

THE  gracious  permission  to 
inscribe  the  following  pages  to  Your 
MAJESTY,  is  an  honour  which  I 
am  bound  to  acknowledge  with  the 
greatest  respect  and  gratitude. 

They  contain  the  History  of  a 
Confederacy,     which,     through 
many  arduous  struggles,  long  main-  . 
taiued  its  independence,  and  for 
several  centuries  preserved,  to  an 

VOL.  1.  A  artless 
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artless  people,  a  degree  of  civil  li- 
berty, which  effectually  insured 
their  national  honour  and  prospe- 
rity. While  every  friend  to  virtue 
and  humanity  must  lament  that 
so  happy  a  pohty  should  at  length 
have  yielded  to  the  overwhelming 
power  of  a  remorseless  foe,  aided 
by  the  folly  and  corruption  of  a 
comparatively  small  number  of  its 
own  degenerate  members ;  its  ex- 
ample cannot  but  afford  useful  les^ 
sons  of  caution  to  future  genera- 
tions, and  must  teach  them  the  ne- 
cessity of  energy  and  concord  to- 
wards the  support  of  a  well  regu- 
lated government.  The  utility 
which,  even  at  this  period,  may  re- 
sult 


DEDtCATION.  Ill 

salt  from  a  due  contemplation  of 
the  events  here  commemorated,  has 
induced  me  to  relate  them:  and  I  feel 
the  most  lively  satisfaction  in  heing 
suffered  to  lay  this  narrative  at  the 
feet  of  a  Monarch,  who,  ruling 
over  a  free  people,  has  exhibited 
the  brightest  example  of  firmness 
and  vigour,  in  resisting  the  torrent 
of  vice  and  anarchy,  which  has  of 
late  threatened  the  subversion  of 
civilized  society. 

That  Your  Majesty  may  long  live 
to  pursue  Your  wise  and  benevolent 
purpose  of  maintaining  the  safety 
and  happiness  of  these  kingdoms, 
and  that  Your  subjects  may  be  ever 
A  2  sensible 
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sensible  of  their  obligations  for  the 
protection  and  comforts  they  enjoy 
under  Your  government,  is  the  sin- 
cere and  ardent  wish  of. 

Sir, 

Your  Majesty's 

Most  dutifiil  Subject, 

And  devoted  humble  Servant, 

J.  PLANTA. 
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PREFACE. 


'  I  ^  H  E  late  calamitous  events, 
which  have  deprived  the  Hel- 
vetic Nations  of  their  independ- 
ence, and  excited  the  commisera- 
tion of  all  Europe,  have,  more  for- 
cibly than  ever,  pointed  out  the 
want  of  a  History,  from  which  the 
generality  of  EngUsh  readers  might 
derive  an  adequate  knowledge  of 
the  distinguishing  features  in  the 
character  of  that  people,  and  of  the 
many  laudable  exertions  to  which 
they 


they  have  for  centuries  owed  their 
freedom,  and  an  usullied  reputation 
for  dauntless  intrepidity  and  unaf- 
fected virtue.  Had  such  a  work 
been  extant  in  any  language  that  is 
generally  read  in  this  country,  the 
present  Volumes  would  not  have 
been  obtruded  upon  the  Public. 

Stanyan's  Account  of  Swisser- 
land,'  besides  being  rather  a  politi- 
cal and  topographical  description, 
than  a  history  of  the  country,  was 
not,  even  at  the  time  when  it  first 
made  its  appearance,  deemed  alto-. " 
gether  accurate,  especially  where  it 
treated  of  the  government  of  Berne, 

'  Published  in  the  jeu  1714,  in  8to. 

to 

D,nitiz.dovG()Oglc 


to  which  the  author,  joining  in  the 
cry  of  the  peevish  and  disaffected, 
ascribed  a  tyrannical  tendency 
which  the  long  period  of  prosperity 
enjoyed  by  the  bulk  of  the  people 
has  manifestly  disproved.  Various 
changes,  which  took  place  soon  after 
his  residence  in  that  country,  have 
moreover  contributed  to  render  his 
work  of  still  less  utihty  to  the  reader 
who  seeks  for  authentic  informa- 
tion." 

The  History  of  the  Helvetic  Con- 
federacy by  Wattevilie,'  is  cer- 

*  V.'HaUer's  BiU.  der  Scbweizer  Gesch.  vol.  i.  p.  141. 

^  Histoire  de  la  Confeddration  Hdvetique.  The  tbird 
and  last  edition  is  of  the  year  1768,  two  volumes  8vd. : 
both  volumes  together  form  no  more  thaa  five  hundred 
And  three  pag«s. 

tainly 


tainly  a  work  of  considerable  merit  j 
and  notwithstanding  its  brevity,  and 
the  dry  chronological  order  in  which 
it  is  written,  has  long  afforded  to 
foreign  readers  the  best  information 
they  could  obtain  concerning  the 
events  which  characterize  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Alps.  But,  besides  the 
imperfections  already  adverted  to, 
the  previous  knowledge  it  requires 
of  the  transactions  which  the  author 
rather  alludes  to  than  describes,  and 
the  want  of  a  continuation  from  the 
year  1 603,  where  he  abruptly  breaks 
off,  still  renders  a  more  ample  work 
on  the  subject  a  material  desidera- 
tum, even  to  those  who  read  every 
language,  except  the  German. 

Of 
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Ofthe  voluminous  history  of  Alt 
DE  TiEFENTHAi.,'  and  the  Epitome 
of  PiiANTiN,'  little  need  be  said,  but 
that  most  of  those  who  have  at- 
tempted to  peruse  them,  have  found 
it  impracticable  to  proceed  beyond 
a  few  pages :  and  of  Simjler's  less 
exceptionable  work,  even  Fuesslin's 
Latin  edition,'  lyill  give  but  little 
satisfaction  to  the  readers  of  our 
days,  the  historical  part  being  pro- 


*  N':loire  des  Hclvdietu.  Friburg  1750 — 1753 ;  lea 
volumes  8vo. 

*  Abrigi  de  Cffhtoire  Gin&raU  de  Suisse.  Genera, 
1666,  Uvo. 

'  lie  Repuhlica  Ileketioram,  /ibri  duo.  Tignri,  1734, 
8vo.  A  German  improved  edition,  published  bj  Leo, 
Zurich,  1735,  4to.  is  a  truly  valuable  work,  vrhich 
Haller  considers  as  the  jus  publicum  Helvetia,  and  of 
which  proper  use  has  accordingly  been  made  in  the 
present  narrative. 

perly 
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perly  an  abridgement  sufficiently 
accurate,  but  embracing  a  very 
short  period,  and  by  no  means  cal- 
culated to  gratify  even  a  common 
share  of  curiosity.' 

This  manifest  want  of  a  popular, 
and  at  the  same  time  a  sufficiently 
copious  and  accurate  work  on  so 
interesting  a  subject,  first  induced 
me  to  avail  myself  of  the  opportu- 
nities I  had  of  procuring  from  the 
continent  the  best  German  publi- 
cations relating  to  that  country :  it 
being  in  fact  to  the  German  writers 
that  recourse  must  be  had  for  the 


'  V;  Hallei's  Bibl.  vol.  i».  p.  S62, 231, 205. 

materials 


materials  requisite  to  supply  this 
deficiency  in  English  literature. 
Having  collected  such  documents 
as  I  was  well  assured  had  received 
the  sanction  of  the  most  competent 
judges,  and  given  them  a  cursory 
perusal,  I  soon  conceived  the  ad- 
miration which  cannot  be  withheld 
from  the  many  striking  incidents 
that  grace  the  annals  of  that  people. 
I  therefore  readily  yielded  to  the 
temptation  of  dedicating  my  leisure 
hoOTS  to  a  compilation  of  this  na- 
ture :  and  I  shall  think  myself 
amply  rewarded  for  my  labour, 
should  it  be  found  to  answer  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  intended, 

I  should 
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I  should  however,  I  must  confess, 
hardly  have  ventured  on  the  under- 
taking, had  I  not  been  in  possession 
of  MoIiLer's  masterly  performance 
on  the  history  of  the  Helvetic  Con- 
federacy ;'  a  work  of  which,  as  it 
had  previously  received  the  greatest 
commendation  from  the  most  able 
as  well  as  severe  critics,  I  once  had 
thoughts  of  giving  a  complete  trans- 
lation. In  this  task  however,  I  had 
not  proceeded  far  before  I  perceived 
that  the  author  had,  in  fact,  written 
chiefly  for  his  countrymen;  and 
that  many  details,  abundantly  inter- 
esting to  the  descendants  of  the  il- 


■  Die  Geschichte.  Schweizericker  EidgenossenKhaJft, 
LeifZ.  1786,  88,  and  95  ;  three  volumes  8to. 
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lustrious  personages  who  grace  their 
history,  would  not  be  equally  relish- 
ed by  readers  of  distant  countries. 
Foreigners  cannot  certainly  be  im- 
pressed with  the  same  affections  as 
the  natives ;  nor  can  they  have  their 
imaginations  warmed  to  the  same 
pitch  of  enthusiasm,  which  grasps 
at  every  incident  that  may  gratify 
national  pride,  and  the  emulation 
of  private  families.  Adopting  that 
work  therefore  as  an  unerring  guide, 
I  resolved  to  pursue  a  course  more 
suitable  to  the  object  for  which  I 
destined  my  labours ;  and  to  select 
from  it  all  the  leading  facts,  and 
most  striking  observations,  which 
may  serve  to  convey  a  just  and  ade- 
quate 


quale  idea  of  the  character  and  out- 
lines of  the  history;  guarding  at  the 
same  time  against  too  great  a  pro- 
lixity and  minuteness,  which,  by 
deterring  the  fastidious,  reader, 
might  defeat  the  purpose  of  the 
publication. 

The  author  of  this  valuable  his- 
tory is  a  native  of  Shatfhausen, 
where,  in  the  year  1772,  being  then 
only  twenty  years  of  age,  he  was 
appointed  Greek  professor.  Con- 
scious of  powers  however,  which 
fitted  him  for  higher  exertions,  he 
accepted  various  civil  as  well  as  li- 
terary employments  at  Cassel  and 
Mentz,  and  is  at  present  entrusted 
with 
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with  one  of  the  principal  offices  in 
the  department  of  foreign  affairs  at 
Vienna.  With  a  fund  of  general 
historical  knowledge,  of  which  few 
men  can  boast,  he  has  carefully  pe- 
rused every  document,  both  print- 
ed and  in  manuscript,  relating  to 
the  transactions  of  his  country  j  and 
explored  every  repository  of  title- 
deeds,  in  which  he  could  expect  to 
find  any  materials  tending  to  eluci- 
date those  transactions.  He  has  re-r-^ 
peatedly  visited  every  spot  illustrat-- 
ed  by  any  memorable  event,  and 
the  many  monuments  which  till 
lately  recorded  the  glory  of  the  na^ 
tion.  He  is  in  possession  of  the 
honourable  appellation,  of  the  Hel- 
vetic 
•'         '  ■       8 
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TCtic  Tacitus;  and  like  that  sub- 
lime historian  is  chained  with  a  bre- 
vity in  his  style,  which  sometimes 
borders  upon  obscurity:  his  thoughts 
often  seem  to  bound  beyond  the 
sphere  of  language.  These  parti- 
culars are  here  brought  forward, 
less  to  extend  the  fame  of  so  emi- 
nent a  writer  (which  is  too  well 
established  to  need  my  eulogium), 
than  to  justify  the  confidence  I  have 
placed  in  him  for  the  work  I  have 
attempted.' 


*  His  histoiy  absolutely  supersedes  the  use  of  the 
Chrotticon  Hchclicum,  written  in  Gennan  by  M-QtDltt» 
TscHUDl,  and  publislied  at  Basle,  173i,  in  tvfo  volumes 
f(>lio :  a  vork  which,  although  in  Haller's  opinion  it  baa 
scarce  a  superior  in  any  language  for  candour,  accuracy, 
and  perspicuity,  falb  far  short  of  the  spirit  that  per- 
vades every  page  of  MuUcr. 


Unfortunately 
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Unfortunately  for  my  purpose, 
this  distinguished  author  has  of  late 
been  too  deeply  immersed  in  diplo- 
matic concerns  of  the  first  magni- 
tude, to  continue  his  history  lower 
down  than  the  year  1443  :  '  Nor 
'  can  I,'  he  says  in  a  private  letter, 
'  at  the  present  crisis  direct  my 
'  thoughts,  without  the  most  poig- 
'  nant  grief,  towards  a  subject 
'  which  must  incessantly  remind  me 
'  of  the  subversion  of  the  happiness, 
'  the  freedom,  and  the  glory  of  my 
'  country:  and  yet  I  do  not  de- 
'  spair,'  he  adds,  '  to  be  allowed  at 
'  some  future  period  to  reflect  once 
'  more  with  exultation  on  that  coun- 
'  try ;  and  to  recollect  with  heart- 

VOL.  I.  B  '  felt 
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'  felt  satisfaction,  the  venerable 
'  names,  and  darling  spots,  which, 
'  during  the  best  part  of  my  life, 
'  have  been  the  dearest  objects  of 
'  my  contemplation.'  Thus  de- 
prived of  further  assistance  from  an 
author  in  whom  I  could  place  im- 
plicit confidence,  I  had  recourse  to 
a  variety  of  other  publications  of  ac- 
knowledged merit ;  trusting  that  by 
carefully  comparing  and  combining 
their  different  statements,  I  should 
still  be  able  to  supply  a  narrative 
which,  in  point  of  accuracy,  might 
stand  the  test  of  scrutiny,  and  con- 
tain all  the  information  that  could 
be  expected  in  a  composition  of 
this  nature. 

1  None, 
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None,  in  this  respect,  have  been 
of  greater  utiHty  than  Lauffer's 
extensive  work,"  the  author  of 
which,  being  professor  of  history  at 
Berne,  undertook  the  task  by  order 
of  that  government,  who,  for  this 
purpose,  gave  him  free  access  to  the 
public  archives,  and  promoted  the 
design  by  all  means  in  their  power. 
The  history  is  by  him  brought  down 
to  the  year  1657.  The  author, 
emulating  the  manner  of  the  an- 
cients, affected  to  reject  all  notes 
and  quotations.  In  the  earlier  per 
riod  he  has  been  found  deficient  ia 
accuracy ;  but  in  the  middle  ages, 

"  Gentiue  tmdumstcrtldliche  beschreibung  Ilehetitcher 
Geschiehte.  Zuric,  1736,  scq.  eighteen  volumes  8to. 
besides  several  supplemental  voluitaes. 

B  2  fortunately 

J 
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fortunately  for  the  object  I  had  in 
view,  he  is  allowed  to  be  sufficiently 
correct.  His  style  is  prolix,  often 
turgid,  and  by  no  means  alluring : 
and  the  narrative  is'  continually 
loaded  with  minutiae,  which  aflford 
ample  opportunities  for  selection 
and  abridgment. 

.  Both  to  corroborate  the  evidence 
of  Lauffer,  and  to  continue  the  his- 
tory to  a  later  period,  recourse  has 
been  had  to  the  valuable  publication 
of  Leonard  Meister,"  a  learned 
professor  at  Zuric,  in  which,  after 
slightly     surveying    the    principal 


"  Haaptszettett  der  Hdvetiscken  Geschichie.   Zuric, 
i7dl,  two  volumes  12niOr 

events 
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events  of  the  early  period  of  the 
Helvetic  histor}',  he  enters  more  at 
-  large  into  the  occurrences  of  the 
middle  ages,  especially  those  since 
the  Reformation,  and  has  in  fact 
supplied  the  principal  materials, 
since  the  important  epoch  of  the 
treaty  of  Westphalia.  This  author 
writes  with  spirit,  taste,  and  judg- 
ment :  and  although  he  likewise 
omits  to  authenticate  his  facts  by 
occasional  references ;  and  a  mark- 
ed partiality  in  favour  of  his  city, 
chiefly  to  the  detriment  of  the  ca- 
thoUc  cantons,  be  occasionally  ob- 
servable in  his  statements ;  yet  the 
work  has  acquired  a  sufficient  de- 
gree of  reputation   to  be  admitted 

as 
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as  a  voucher  in  a  performance  for 
which  the  writer  is  particularly  so- 
licitous to  obtain  the  character  of 
veracity.  His  narrative  extends  to 
the  year  1768. 

Many  important  materials,  espe- 
cially respecting  the  constitution  of 
the  confederate  states,  have  been 
derived  from  Meiner's  Letters 
upon  Swisserland."  This  entertain- 
ing and  instructive  work  contains, 
within  reasonable  limits,  so  circum- 
stantial and  impartial  a  detail  of  the 
state  of  Swisserland,  previous  to  the 


"  Briefe  iiber  {He  Schweilz.  Berlin,  1788,  four  vo- 
lumes 8vo.  The  author  is  professor  in  the  university  of 
.  Gottingeo. 

late 
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late  revolution,  that  I  have  been  at 
little  pains  to  collect  materials  on 
this  subject  from  other  quarters. 
The  author,  a  man  distinguished 
for  his  learning,  penetration,  and 
judgment,  delivers  nothing  but 
what  occurred  to  his  own  immedi- 
ate observation,  during  a  journey 
he  made  through  the  cantons  in  the 
year  1782.  He  corrects  the  mis- 
takes of  Stanyan,  and  ofSchlozer,  a 
censurer  still  more  severe  of  the 
government  of  Berne ;  but  at  the 
same  time  with  great  candour  and 
freedom,  points  out  the  defects 
which  no  doubt  adhered  to  that, 
and  to  some  other  constitutions  in 
Swisserland. 

Much 
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Much  accurate  information  con- 
cerning these  constitutions  is  con- 
tained in  Coxe's  Account  of  his 
Travels  in  Swisserland ;  a  book 
which  has  acquired  great  authority 
by  the  decided  approbation  of  al 
who  are  competent  to  form  a  just 
opinion  on  the  subject ;  but  which, 
being  in  the  hands  of  all  who  read, 
cannot  be  transcribed  without  some 
injury  to  the  author,  and  an  unfair 
obtrusion  upon  the  public.  Though 
the  statement  here  delivered  be  de- 
rived from  different  sources,  parti- 
cularly from  the  elaborate  perform- 
ance of  professor  Durand  of  Lau- 
sanne," it  will  yet  be  found  not  to 

"  Slathtique  Elimentaire,  ou  Essai  sur  VEtat  GiO' 
graphiqtie,  Physique,  ti  Politique  de  la  Suisse.  .Lau- 
^anac,  1795,  lour  volumes  Svo. 
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differ  materially  from  what  is  con- 
tained in  that  valuable  work  ;  and, 
what  is  there  necessarily  dispersed 
in  three  volumes,  will  here  be  found 
condensed  into  one  chapter  of  a  mo- 
derate extent.  Having  named  Mr. 
Coxe,  I  must  not  forego  this  oppor- 
tunity of  making  a  public  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  liberality  with 
which  he  has  indulged  me  in  the 
use  of  various  materials  for  which  I 
had  occasion,  in  his  copious  library. 

Although  the  books  above  de- 
scribed contain  far  more  than  could 
be  condensed  into  these  volumes, 
yet  unwilling  to  let  any  assertion  rest 
upon  a  single  evidence,  when  others 

of 
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found  of  no  less  value  and  utility ; 
I  mean  the-  Dictionary  originally 
compiled  in  French  from  the  great 
Encyclopaedia  of  Yverdon,  contain- 
ing all  the  airticles  relating  to  Swis- 
serland,  which  had  been  chiefly  sup- 
plied by  TscHARNER,  and  G.  E. 
Haller,  and  which  has  since  been 
greatly  improved  by  the  learned- 
professor  Wyttenbach,  of  Berne, 
and  other  competent  writers. ". 

I  have  long  hesitated  whether  I 
should  venture  an  account  of  the 
late  revolution,  which  has  in  a  few 


'*  Dictioimaire  Historiqvet  PoHlique,  ct  GioB^a- 
fhiffite  de  la  Suisse.  NouYelle  cdLtion.  Geoeva^  1788  ; 
Uuee  volumes  8to. 


days 
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days  demolished  the  work  of  many 
centuries.  No  one  can  be  better 
apprised  than  I  am,  of  the  difficulty 
and  hazard  that  must  attend  anundei^ 
taking  which,  to  many,  I  know,  will 
appear  premature :  and  yet,  whence 
is  history  to  acquire  its  authenti- 
city but  from  the  evidence  of  those 
who  have  themselves  witnessed  the 
events  ?  May  it  not  be  possible  for 
an  historian,  especially  in  these 
times,  when  all  manner  of  intelli- 
gence is  propagated  with  scarcely 
any  restraint,  to  select,  from  a  va- 
riety of  authorities,  those  facts 
which  it  either  is  not  the  interest  of 
individuals  to  disguise,  or  which 
they  often  inadvertently  suffer  to 
transpire, 
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transpire,  though  unfavourable  to 
their  cause?  By  comparing  and 
combining  a  variety  of  such  state- 
ments, may  he  not  frequently  com- 
pel the  narrators  to  reveal  truths, 
which  perhaps  they  were  desirous 
to  withhold?  Is  it  wholly  impos- 
sible for  a  contemporary  to  divest 
himself  of  partial  prejudice ;  and, 
should  this  be  practicable,  may  he 
not,  with  the  opportunities  of  in- 
vestigation that  still  remain,  be  bet- 
ter able  to  unravel  truth,  than  one 
who,  after  the  lapse  of  centuries, 
must  depend  solely  on  written  evi- 
dence, and  surely  cannot  receive 
such  lively  impressions  as  he  who 
follows  the  progress  of  the  events 
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as  they  arise  ?  And  should  such  a 
one  misrepresent  a  fact  or  circum- 
stance, it  is  surely  an  advantage 
that  those  should  be  still  living  who 
caa  rectify  the  error,  and  prevent 
its  descending  to  posterity.  Re- 
lying on  that  candour  and  fairness 
in  the  public,  of  which  I  hope  to 
prove  myself  not  destitute,  I  have 
at  length  resolved  to  avail  myself  of 
the  abundance  of  genuine  materials 
in  my  possession,  to  lay  before  the 
reader  a  narrative  of  this  eventful 
and  tragical  period.  Agreeably  to 
the  mode  of  investigation  I  have 
adopted,  I  have  laid  great  stress 
upon  the  accounts  given  by  the 
French  themselves,  in  the  journals 
published 
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published  with  the  sanction  of  their 
directory  :  numbers  of  pamphlets 
and  periodical  works  have  been  care^ 
fully  perused ;  and  were  I  allowed, 
I  should  here  thankfully  acknow- 
ledge the  communication  of  many 
written  documents,  which  have 
served  to  throw  much  light  upon 
the  incidents  of  which  I  endeavour 
to  give  a  faithful  representation. 
But  no  publication  has  been  ef 
greater  use  to  me  than  Posselt's 
EuropeanAnnals,which,though  the 
author  has  not  always  concealed  his 
bias  in  favour  of  the  revolutionists, 
is  yet  allowed  by  all  parties  to  state 
the  facts  with  much  feimess  and 
precision.     Meister,  the  professor 

of 
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of  Zuric  already  mentioned,  has 
likewise  given  an  ample  narrative  of 
the  events  which  mark  this  disas- 
trous period ;  but,  writing  under 
the  eye  of  a  French  general  and  his 
Satellites,  we  must  not  impute  to 
him  as  a  defect  that  he  justifies  the 
measures  which  have  broDght  on 
the  ruin  of  his  country.  In  the  pro- 
gress of  my  narrative  I  have  not 
spared  the  Swiss  governments, 
which,  it  is  generally  thought,  have 
of  late  incurred  some  blame ;"  and 

'*  Mu]]er,wlio  has  been  consulted  on  thu  pioblematic 
subject)  writes  as  follows  :  *  Tbe  greatest  blame  tbat  can 
'  be  laid  to  tbe  charge  of  th%  Swiss  governments  is,  that 

*  they  could  not  persuade  themselves  that  the  villany  of 
'  the  revolutionary  leaders  had  no  bounds  whatever ; 

*  and  that  they  persisted  in  an  opinion  tbat  tbe  present 
'  times  were  not  altogether  dilFerent  ii-om  those  of  the 

*  tifieenth  century.    The  senate  of  Venice  might  in  thia 

*  respect  be  equally  taxed  with  unpardonable  imbecility. 

*  This  contidence  made  the  Swiss  neglect  the  means  of 
'  defence  they  had  in  their  power,  wbicb,  considering 

*  the  great  disproportion  of  forces,  would  no  doubt, 
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on  the  other  hand,  if  the  atroclou* 
crimes  we  have  lately  witnessed  ii^ 
the  oppressore.of  this  country  have 
occasionsHy  extorted  from  me  a  re- 
proachful, epithet,  I  trust  none  who 
read  these  pages  will ,  be  so  luke- 
warm in  the.cause  of  humanity  and 
virtue  as  to  deem  this  an  unpardon- 
able transgression-     The  historjan, 

*  afie^  the  peace  df  Cnnlpo  Fonnto,  haVe  been  iasUffif 
'  cient ;  but  which  might  for  a  time  have  deterred  theii 
*.base  oppressors^  and  perhaps  have  retarded  tjie  blow^ 

*  until  new  events  might  have  brought  about  the  deli- 

*  Terance  of  Europe.  As  to  any  otfa»  blemishes,  I  po-  ~ 
'  sitirely  maintain  that  there  is  no  gowmment  on  earth 
'  lo  which^  scr  few  can  be  jmtly  imputed ;  and  that  no 

*  part  of  the  Helvetic  history  has  ever  exhibited  so  ge- 
'  neral  uid  determined  a  purpose  to  reform  evety  abuse, 
'  and  to  provide  effectually  for  the  weUiire  of  the  people. 

*  There  certainly  never  was  a  roote  beneficent  govern- 
'  ment  than  that  of  Berne,  nor  ever  a  greater  state  of 

*  prosperity  than   that  which   prevtuled  throughout 

*  Swisserlaud,  previous  to  the  late  calamities.    Should 

*  heaven  restore  to  my  country  a  government  so  faulty 

*  as  that  which  the  apostles  of  anarchy  haveoflate  wan- 

*  tonly  subverted,  I  have  no  doubt  but  Swisserland  wilt 

*  once  more  become  the  envy  and  admiration  of  the  hu' 

*  maa  speeies/ 

who 


Who  sjfeafes' With'  indigHfttiott'  of  the' 
drtidty  of  Nero,  tHfe  jJerfiay  of 
Lewis  the  MeVentH;  and  the  Hypo-' 
crisy  of  Cromwell,  must  not'stirely, 
on  that  account,  lie  taxed  with  lin- 
due  partiality, 

Sbch  haveheentlie  principal  d6-' 
cuMeirts  from:  Which-the'  materials' 
of  this  Kistbry  hare  been  doflectf-' 
ed.  Many  others,  both  ptibHshed^ 
and'  ia  mamiscript,  have  Been  con^'- 
suited',  which  will  be  oecasioiially' 
quoted  in' the  progress  of-  th«i  nar-  • 
ration,  wherever  it  may  he  tfeces-  ■ 
gary  to'  corroborate^  the-  evidence  ' 
of  particular  occurrencesj  Having' 
thus  named  the  principal  authors' 
from  whom  my  materials  hire  bsieii'' 
borrowed,  I  hope  I  hhafflnotbe  ceh- 
cr_3  sured 


sured  far  having  omitted  to  load  ray 
pages  with  particular  references  to. 
their  works.  No  one  is  better  per- 
suaded than  I  am  of  the  propriety 
of  attesting  the  facts  related  in  a 
history,  by  such  evidence  as  cautious 
readers  are  hkely  to  admit;  but  I  trust 
that  the  want  of  quotation  (a  defect 
I  have  just  now  reproved  in  others) 
will  not'  be  deemed  an  imperfection 
in  this  narrative,  since,  either  by  the 
chronological  or  alphabetical  or- 
der, *h^  'sources  from  whence  I  have 
derived  my  facts  may  easily  be  re- 
curred to;  and  thus  a  series  of  refer- 
ences may  be  avoided,  which,  when 
needless,  cannot  but  be  considered 
as  a  vain  ostentation  of  erudition. 
The  state  of  Europe  at  the  time 
when 


FDEFACE.  XXXVU 

when  this  work  was  preparing  for 
the  press,''  was  such  as  might  well 
authorize  a  persuasion  tliat  the  Con- 
federacy, whose  history  I  had  de- 
termined to  delineate,  was  actually 
extinguished,  and  that  the  period 
of  its  existence  was  for  ever  closed. 
Under  such  an  impression,  I  no 
doubt  suffered  aj  gloom  to  pervade 
ray  narrative,  which  to  some  ap- 
peared unfounded.  Subsequent 
events,  however,  seem  fully  to  jus- 
tify the  appi*ehension  that,  what- 
ever degree  of  independence  they 
inay  yet  recover,  the  Swiss  will  ne- 
ver be  restored  to  the  Confederacy 
which  has  been  their  boast,  and  the 
source  of  their  felicity,  for  centuries. 

"  In  the  feai  1798,  and  the  beglmuDg:  of  1799. 


Men  of  much  expeidence  and  <lls« 
pemment,  who  lare  thoroughly  jict 
<]uaiDte4  with  tb?  circumstances 
jui(J  wants  of  this  people,  even  doubt 
whether  in  the  present,  and  pro-« 
bable  future,  state  of  spcjety,  that 
Confederacy  ought,  in  feet,  to  be 
f  eyived,  One  of  the  wishes  nearest 
to  my  heart  is,  that  I  may  be 
wholly  n^istaken  in  py  sinister  progn 
postic, 

The  limits  prescribed  to  this 
iff  ork  not  admitting  of  an  excursion 
into  the  literary  concerns  of  the 
Swiss  nation,  against  whom  the  im- 
putation 9,f  dulness  and  Tjcant  of 
genius  has  been  repeatedly  brought, 
forward,  ^  trust  the  following  short 
digression  on  the  subject  will  not 
«  be 
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be  thought  an  intrusion;  my  object 
being,  not  to  extol  the  nation  be- 
yond its  desert,  but  to  indicate  the 
degree  of  merit  which  it  actually 
possesses,  and  which  is  capable  of 
being  established  by  Incontrovert- 
ible evidence.  Among  the  nume- 
rous instances  of  such  charges  of 
intellectual  deficiency,  which  are 
incessantly  to  be  met  with,  especi- 
ally among  the  French  writers,  I 
have  been  somewhat  stu-prised  to 
find  a  passage  in  an  English  work 
of  considerable  reputation,  which 
the  author,  if  ever  he  reconsiders  the 
subject,  will,  I  am  confident,  not 
be  unwilling  to  retract  j  and  whom, 
for  this  reason,  I  forbear  to  mention, 
♦  MouJltainoiis  conntries,'  says 
the 
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the  hasty  critic,  '  which  hare 
'  mostly  been  inhabited  by  a  robust 
'  and  courageous  race  of  men,  of  teill 
'  stature  and  healthy  complexion, 
f  do  not  appear  to  be  so  favourable 
'  to  the  intellectual  as  to  the  cor- 
'  poreal  excellence  of  the  human 
*  species.  From  Boeotia  to  Biscay 
'  the  feats  of  mental  exertion  have 
'  at  all  times  been  scarce  along  the 
'  Alpine  and  Pyrenean  ridge  of  hills. 
'  The  noted  seats  of  culture  must 
'  every  where  be  sought  at  the 
'  river's  moujth,  not  at  its '  source  ; 
'  on  the  flat  shore;  not  oil  thccloud- 

'  capt  rock The  His- 

'  tory  of  Swisserland  forms  no  de- 

'  cisive  exception  to  this   general 

?  law.     Her  warriors  and  patriots 

'are 
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*  are  rarely  of  a  class  wWch  excites 
'  much  interest :  they  are  Abderites, 
'  not  Athenians.  The  higher  order 
'  of  faculties  never  appear  at  work." 

National  reflections  like  these, 
when  generalized  in  the  manner  we  . 
see  in  the  preceding  passage,  are 
ever  injurious,  and  will  seldom  stand 
the  test  of  candid  investigation. 
Our  Caledonian  fellow  subjects 
surely  do  not,  and  indeed  ought 
not  to  acquiesce,  in  this  degrading 
verdict ;  and  the  Alpine  moun- 
taineers, upon  enquiry,  will  be 
found  inferior  to  no  nation  in  the 
natural  endowments  and  superior' 
acquirements  which  mark  pre-emi- 
nence of  genius.    , 

Enough  will  be. found  in  the  fol- 
lowing 
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loTring  pages  to  convince  the  ttn- 
prejudiced  reader,  that  during  the 
dark  ages  of  ignorance  and  bstrba- 
rity,  no  where  has  the  glimmering 
of  intelleotual  hgjit  been  1^  ob- 
scured than  in  the  remote  valleys  of 
Swisserland ;  and  that  no  nation 
has  yielded  so  little  to  the  gross  su- 
perstition which  at  one  period  had, 
in  most  other  parts,  almost  oblite- 
rated the  mental  faculties  of  man. 
Hence  we  find;  that  when  the  torich 
of  reason  begaii  to  blaze  at  the  time 
of  the  Reformation,  no  country  was 
so  early  as  that  in  vindicating  the 
cause  of  triith,  and  reviving  the  cuU 
tivation  of  splid  learning. 

Without    detaining   the  reader 
with  a  catalogue  of  the  distinguish- 
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f  d  writers  who  have  graced  the  li- 
terary annals  of  Swisserland  during 
the  middle  and  later  ages,  I  shall 
hriefly  indicate  the  names  of  the 
most  eminent  luminaries  who  have, 
in  our  century,  done  honour  to  their 
country ;  most  of  whom  are  su£S- 
ciently  known  to  preclude  the  ne- 
cessity of  my  descanting  on  their 
several  merits.  Who  in  fact  has 
not  heard  of  the  profound  mathe- 
maticians, the  Eulers,  the  Bernou- 
illis,  and  Lambert  ?  who  that  has  at 
all  attended  to  German  literature 
(and  German  literature  is  now  well 
worth  attending  to)  but  knows  how 
to  prize  the  merits  of  the  venerable 
Bodmer,  the  restorer  of  pure  taste 
in  pur  days  j  the  univ^^and  per- 
vading 
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vading  genius  of  Haller ;  the  pro- 
found and  no  less  elegant  Iselin, 
Sulzer,  and  Zimmerman  ;  the  pa- 
thetic bard  who  sung  the  death  of 
Abel;  and  the  sublime  imagery  of 
the  epic  poem  on  the  Alps.  As 
philosophers,  most  of  the  names 
already  mentioned  will  rank  high  in 
the  list  of  their  fellow  labourers ; 
nor  surely  will  those  of  Bonnet, 
Saussure,  and  John  Gesner,  be 
omitted.  As  an  historian,  I  must 
once  more  mention  the  name  of 
MuUer.  As  painters,  the  terrific 
Fuesslin,  and  the  more  correct  and 
elegant  Angehca  Kauffman,  have  at 
least  equal  claims  to  reputation  with 
any  of  their  contemporaries :  and  as 
a  sculptor,  Hedlinger  had  no  rival. 
I  shall 
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I  shall  close  this  slight  sketch  with 
the  memorable  facts,  that  of  the 
eight  members  of  the  French  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences,  who  were  select- 
ed among  the  men  of  the  highest  re- 
putation in  the  repiiblic  of  letters, 
three  .were,  at  two  different  periods, 
natives  of  Swisserlaiid :"  and  that 
not  long  ago,  among  the  twenty- 
three  members  of  the  academy  of 
Berlin,  into  which  admission  was 
obtained,  not  by  intrigue  or  courtly 
favour,  but  by  the  toen  discernment 
of  the  great  Frederick,  eight  were 


**  L.  Euler,  D.  Bemouilli,  and  Hallvr.  Tliey  wer» 
succeeded  Jby  A.  Euler,  J.  Bernouilli,  and  Boonet.  Vd- 
taire,  who  was  ever  ready  to  throw  out  his  sarcasnia 
against  this  modest  and  unaffected  people,  frequently 
declaring  ^  that  he  knew  no  animal  so  like  man  aa  a 
*  Swiss,'  was  struck  dumb  when  h«  was  reminded  of  this 
circumstance. 
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of  the  same  nation."  Much  moti 
might  be  added  in  support  of  the 
literary  fame  of  this  plain  and  vin-" 
assuming  people  j  but  this  1;  trust> 
will  be  sufSeient  to  vindicate  them' 
from  the  rash  imputation  of  na' 
tjonal  imbecility.  It  will  now  be 
incumbent  on  thei  shrewd  observer 
who  has.  called  forth  this  animad-' 
version,  to  justify  Ms  remark  by; 
prpducing  a  proportionate  number, 
of  names  of  equal  eminence  that 
have,  within'  the  same,  pieriod, . 
adorned  the,  mouths  of itbe  Rhine' 
or  Danube. 

'*  L.  Ealer,  D.  Bernouilli,  Merian,  Cat,  h&mhetlt  . 
Begdin,  Sulzer,  and  >VegeliD.  To  each  of  these  lists 
might  be  added  the  celebrated  name  of  La  Grangei  who, .. 
though  bom  at  Turin,  is  of  a  iamilj  of  Savoy;  and  , 
ought  hence  mani&stly  to  be  ciasied  among  the.  i4p)n0  . 
Abderiteg. 

It 
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It  may  be  deemed  an  extrava- 
gant, and;  perhaps,  a  vain  enter- 
prize,  to  attempt  a  vindication  op 
the  Swiss  from  the  charge  of  vena- 
lity, which,  having  b^en  incessantly 
repeated,  is  become  in  a  manner 
proverbial^*  and  j<^   I  am  confi- 

*  To  the  many  papular  sayinj^,  equally  unfUr  and 
contumelious,  Voltaite  has  added  the  ft^owmg  $oup^ 
irhich,  however  injuriouE,  will  never  perhaps  be  wholly 

*  Barbares,  doni  la  guerre  est,  Vanique  mitier : 

*  Et  qta  vendent  leur  sang  d  qui  le  veut  payer.' 
-AbH  Raynal  is  a  writer  of  too  little  authority  to  merit 

any  comment  npan_hi8  gratuitous,  assertion,  *  that  the 

*  Hdvetic  nattoDS  subsisted  soldy  upon  the  htre  of  their 

*  piCTcenary  troops..'  And  as  iQ  Moratori,  i^o  neTec  , 
names  the  Swiss  without  an  insulting  epithet,  be  has  been 
amplyre$fu(ed  by  alateant^ymoiubnt  ingenious  writer,  in  . 
a  tract  entitled,  Risposta  a  varie  imputazioni  eke  si  dannt> 
dagli  scrittarif  e  spedalmente  dai  Muratori,  agli  Svit~ 
xeri.  Palermo,  1788, 8vo.  the  letter  of  Richard  Pace 
to.  Card .  W'olsey,  printed  in  the  appendix  to  our  second 
rolume,  in  which  the  Swbs  are  gratuitously  taxed  with 
extreme  venality,  carries  its  own  antidote ;  they  plainly 
declaring  to  the  English  agent  that  thePoPBant^o//^ 
otAer  Christian  princes  had  so  deceived  them^  that 
aimott  they  could  no  longer  believe  aaj/  fnon* 
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dent  that  every  friend  of  truth,  who 
will  be  at  the  pains  to  investigate 
the  facts  on  which  this  disgraceful 
imputation  rests,  will  soon  convince 
himself  that  it  applies  not  more  to 
this  than  it  does  to  various  other 
nations,  whose  reputation  is  unsul- 
lied in  this  respect.  What  regular 
troops,  in  fact,  serve,  or  indeed  can 
serve,  without  pay  ?  and  in  what 
other  line  of  employment  are  ser- 
vices expected  without  adequate  re- 
muneration ?  Has  not  the  most  ve- 
nerable of  all  professions  sanctioned 
the  maxim,  '  that  he  who  serves  the 
*  altar  must  live  by  the  altar  ?'  And 
as  to  entering  into  foreign  services, 
the  ten  thousand  Greeks  who,  un- 
der Xenophon,  fought  in  the  cause 

of 
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of  a  foreign  traitor ;  and  the  Scots  . 
and  Irish,  who,  having  no  opportu- 
nity to  serve  at  home,  engaged  in 
the  armies  even  of  the  natural  ene- 
my of  their  country,  are  surely  no 
less  deserving  of  the  epithet  of  mer- 
cenary, than  the  Swiss,  who,  while 
they  accepted  the  importunate  of- 
fers of  friendly  powers,  always  re- 
served themselves  for  the  service  of 
their  country,  whenever  dangers 
called  for  them.  '  It  may  be  proved 
to  a  demionstration  that  Swisserland, 
as  a  state,  has  always  been  a  great 
sufferer  by  its  foreign  military  ser- 
vices, which  accordingly  the  magis- 
trates have  long  endeavoured  tosup- 
pressj  but  finding  it  impraoticabje, 
have  been  at  length  driven  to  the 
,   VOL.  I.  D  necessity 


necessity  of  regulating  those  ser- 
vices by  equitable  capitulations." 

To  this  may  be  added,  in  answer 
to  tliB  charge  of  fickleness,  which 
has  been  liberally  added  to  that  of 
venality,  that  the  most  rancorous 
«alumny  will  hardly  find  an  instance 
in  which  the  Swiss  troops  have 
-spontaneously,  and  without  provor- 
cation,  forsaken  the  cause  in  which 
they  had  engaged  j  and  that  in 
every  instance,  when  they  suspend" 
ed  their  services,  the  breach  of  feilh 
was  always  to  be  laid  to  the  chai^ 
■of  the  ally,  who  first  infringed  the 
terms  of  •  their  capitulatioas*  No 
-temptcOiiora    ever .  aljured  them   to 

"  The  appropriate  name  of  the  engagements  of  the 
^&(*s  vqgiiieiits  in  foreign  aewices, 

,.':  .;  ..  .  «b»g^ 
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pjippgp  sifjes  in  t]^  hoijr  of  danger : 
and  of  the  multitude  of  instances  qf 
their  (Jeyi>tedness  to  the  sovej-^iga 
in  wjipse  jftrmies  they  toojc  the  field, 
i>pne  is  pwre.  me[i)oral)le  than  the 
OTStere  fi<JlBhty  they  flisplayed  ast 
tjjje  tloody  hattlfi  of  M^lpjaquet, 
where  t^o  Swis*  fegimentf,  both  qf 
the  qame  of  May,  the  one  ip  the 
French,  and  the  othef  in  tkie  Putcfi 
iservite,  having,  icqijtr^j'y  to  thp 
terms  of  their  capitulations;  ][>eep 
drawn  out  ag»(nal!  ^ch  ofjjer^  wer^ 
*o  perfectly  regardks  <?f  ev*J5y  ,c<?fi^- 
siderstion  except  thejr  njilitagr 
dwty ,  ftijd  fought  wjtJ)  sHph  ojbstir 
jifflte  intrepidity,  tfeut  Jieiv  twpr 
tMrds  ,of  th«  fo0i}©r:ft^  JS  the,  W»-- 
■flict ;  aad  a,5till  pnjftUgr  jiyoppjj^n.^ 
,         .  ■.  d2  the 


iii  FBEP4CE. 

the  latter  returned  from  the  field  of 
battle. 

I  ought  perhaps  here,  in  Compli- 
ance with  custom,  to  deprecate  the 
severity  of  criticism,  and  apologize 
for  the  imperfections  that  will  be 
met  with  in  the  progress  of  this 
-work.'  If  I  do  not  dwell  largely 
upon  this  topic,  it  certainly  is  not 
that  I  think  the  performance  free 
from  blemish;  but  because  I  am 
well  aware  that  apologies  neither 
render  the  faults  less  disgusting,  nor 
often  obtain  the  pardon  that  is  so- 
licited. Having  long  experienced 
in  a  more  contracted,  though  not 
an  obscure  Une,the  candoiir  of  the 
public  in  favour  of  one  who  earnest- 
ly endeavours  to  merit  their  ap- 
probation, 
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probation,  I  feel  a  degree  of  confi- 
dence that  the  same  indulgence  may 
be  extended  to  this  performance ;  in 
which  eveiy  consideration  of  style 
has  been  sacrificed  to  precision  and 
perspicuity ;  and  which  claims  no 
merit  but  that  of  imparting  a  simple 
narrative,  in  a  manner  adapted  to 
the  character  of  the  people  of  whom 
it  means  to  convey  a  just  idea. 

Abu  cHticorum  moreiitlaudeet  eemura  tempus  teraturf 
sed  plane  lustorici' res  ipsiB  imrrentur,  judicium  parous 
interponatur.  Baco. 

Britiih  Museum,  ,    „ 

Z)«.28Hi,  1799.  J.  P- 
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ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  CONFEDERACY. 


CHAP.  I. 

Origin  of  the  Helvetic  Nations. 

T^HE  Cfmfederacy  of  the  Helvetic  nations  chat. 
■  presents  an  object  of  contemplation  whicfaj  \^-y-«-> 
while  it  must  cominand  the  esteem  and  rever-    . 
cnce  of  all  the  wise  and  goodj  cannot  fail  to 
of^r  useful  lessons  to  future  generations.  Blood- 
less in  its  origin,  and  peaceful  in  its  effects,  it 
has  afforded  a  long  period  of  tranquillity,  secu- 
rity, and  comfort  to  a  people  of  simpl*  manners; 
who,  though  b;  no  means  formidable  in  num- 
bers, and  inhabiting  a  rocky,  and  in  most  parts, 
a  barren  country,  have  yet  long  maintuned 
themselves  agunst  the  incessant  efforts  of  all 
their  powerful  and  rapacious  neighbours.     It 
bfis  supported  a  constitution,  whicb  during  five 
centuries 
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CHAP,  centuries  has  been  the  admiration,  if  not  the 

w'-t^  envy,  of  the  most  civilized  nations  of  Europe. 
A  comprehensive' view  of  its  me  and  establish- 
ment will  be  attempted  in  this  6rst  Book ;  and 
in  a  second;  vriU  be  traced  an  outline  of  its  pro- 
grass  through  mai^  arduous  struggles,  and  b 
,  long  period  of  prosperity,  to  its  decline,  and 
present  suspension,  if  not  final  dissolution.  We 
may  now  survey  its  history,  like  that  of  the  an- 
cient republic^ ;  as  affording  an  example  of  a 
wise  and  prosperous  polity  which  once  graced 
the  earth,  but  has  at  length  yielded  to  the  colli- 
sion of  destructive  passions,  and  the  lapse  of 
time :  but  we  shall  in  vain  seek  in  the  annals 
of  former  ages,  or  in  the  splendid,  though  du- 
bious', pages  of  the  historiaos  of  Greece  and 

~ .  .  '  Rome,  an .  instance  of  a  govenmient  which, 
while  it  dispensed  so  many  blessings,  hsa  caused 
BO  few  sorrows  to  its  grateful  people. 

Faceof  the.  The  mountains  which,  from  time  immemo- 
rial, have  obtained  the  name  of  A1{k,'  form  an 

'  Of  the  veracity  of  tlie  most  admired  historians  of  anti- 
ijalty,  doubts  have  been  entertained  by  writers  of  the  greatest 
discemmenl  and  impartiahty,  V.  Cic.  de  Leg.i.l.;  the 
Grmcia  inmdas  in  Uittoria,  of  Juvcaul  ^  Stobxus  Serm. 
lui.}  Hume's  Essays,  p.  105.  edit.  Edinb.  ]752:'whiltt 
the  moiit  important  part  of  theSwiss.lustory  isiiutbeniic^ted 
by  unquestionable  documents. 

*  Some  etymologists  have  derived  this  word  from  aXip^, 

Vt  albiai  but  it  is  more  probably  of  Celtic  origin;  d,  ih 

that 
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enormotis  crescent  -wliicll  embraces  the  north  6f  chap.' 
Italy.  Tlieir  hoary  sUnimits  tower  far  above  '-"T'** 
the  clouds,^  and  impend  over  clefts  and  caverns, 
whose  unknown  depths  are  perpetually  buried 
under  accumulated  masses  of  ice  and-^  dritled 
show.  Viewed  from  the  south,  they  present  a 
stupendous,  almost  perpendicular,  and  to  all 
appearance  impenetrable  barrier;  whilst  to  the 
northward  they  subside  gradually  in  successive 
chains  of  less  elevated  heights,  which,  winding 
in  many  irregular  mazes,  form  a  vast  labyrinth, 
repeatedly  intersected  by  lakes  and  torrents. 
The  Alps  of  Uri  and  Underwalden,  those  on 
the  southern  frontiers  of  Berne,  of  the  Valaia, 
and  the  Grisons,  compose  the  great  cluster 
from  the  centre  of  which  towers  the  lofly  St. 
Gothard  :*  and  hence  they  branch  out  in  va- 

that  language,  meaning  high,  and  pevk,  or  pes,  a  mountaio. 
V.  Bullet  Diet.  Celt.  v.  Alpa. 

^  According  to  Sir  George  Shuckburgli's  geometrical  mea- 
surement, tlie  summit  of  Mont  Blanc  is  15,662  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  Mediterranean,  V.  Phil.  Trans,  vol.  Ixviis 
p.  sgi.  Several  peaks  n^r  St.  Gothard  ai«  said  to  be  stllT 
bigber. 

,  *  Card.  Bentivoglio,  ipeaking  of  the  road  from  Varese  ia 
the  Milanese  to  Lucem,  has  this  descriptive  passage :  "  Tutto 
•"il  rcsto  fin  qui  fe  stato  alpl,  baize,  dirupi,  precipitii,  vuia 
"  sopra  un'  altra  montagoa,  e  San  Gotardo  sopra  di  tutte, 
"  che  porta  le  nevi  io  Cielo;  e  ch'  a  mdora  ha  fatto  vedere 
J'  rioveiao  di  mezza  state."    Lett.  II. 

rious 
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czup.  rious  directions  towards  the  lakes  of  Constance, 
>  Zuric,  ThuQ,  Como,  and  the  Lago  Ma^iore. 
Hence  also  proceed,  or  are  supplied,  two  of  the 
greatest,  and  several  of  the  secondary  rivers  of 
Europe.  The  three  sources  of  the  Rhine  are 
almost  secreted  from  mortal  eye  in  a  remote  and 
desolate  region  on  the  eastern  side  of  St.  Go 
thard ;'  but  their  streams  soon  uniting,  form  a 
navigable  river,  which,  afler  traversing  the  lake 
of  Constance,  descends  over  various  precipices 
towards  the  con6nes  of  France,  and  thence 
winds  its  long  and  stately  course  to  the  German 
ocean:  few  rivers  have  been  so  beneficial  to 
mankind;  none  perhaps  have  been  so  often 
stained  with  human  blood.  The  Inn  rises  not 
far  from  the  Rhine;  and  its  waters,  mixed  with 
tboseef  the  Danube,  ultimately  reach  the  dis- 
tant Euxine..  The  Reuss  and  Aar  issue  near 
each  other ;  the  one  from  the  top  of  St.Gothard, 
and  the  other  from  a  contiguous  mountain  to 
the  westward.  After  long  and  devious  courses, 
in  which  the  latter  receives  a  stream  from  the 
lakes  of  Neuchatel,  Morat,  and  Bienne,  they 
meet  in  one  channel,  and,  with  the  addition  of 
the  Limmat  from  the  lake  of  Zuric,  contribute 
largely  to  the  increase  of  the  already  copious 

■   *  One  of  these  sources  is  in  a  glacier  called  Paradise,  no 

doubt  per  antitheain,  for  a  more  dreary  spot  does  not  ejA^t, 

These  itreanu  are  navigated  by  rafts  before  their  junction. 

Rhine. 
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Rhine.  TTie  Rhone  breaks  out  very  near  the  chap. 
head  of  the  Aai- ;  and,  after  replenishing  thft  ^^-^-^^ 
lake  of  Geneva,  proceeds  in  a  rapid  course  to 
the  gulf  of  Lyons.  Tlie  source  of  the  Tesino  u 
close  to  that  of  the  Reuss ;  and  its  waters,  a&a 
having  washed  the  shores  of  the  Boromean 
Islands,  fail,  in  conjunction  with  those  of  the 
Po,  into  the  Adriatic*  Smaller  rivers,  lake^ 
Inooks,  and  torrents,  ale  almost  inuumerahle. 
'The  Alps  and  the  lake  of  Geneva  to  the  south. 
Mount  Jura  to  the  west,  and  the  Rhine  to  the 
north  and  east,  are  the  natural  bouddariet  of 
the  country  ;  wbich,  on  a  surface  of  about  fif- 
teen thousand  square  miles,  contains,  in  our 
days,  not  above  one  million  nine  hundred  tliou- 
sand  inhabitants. 

A  people' named  Gauls,  consisting  of  hunters  Fim  !<■&>■ 
and  sbepherdE^  came  With  their  bows  and  ai- 
rows,  and  numerous  flocks  aiul  herds,,  from  the 
remote  regions  of  the  east,  and  overspread  the 
continent  of  Eiirope,  from  its  western  extremi- 
ties to  the  heaths  and  swamps  of  Batavla,  ancl 
&r  towards  , the  borders  of  the  Rhine.    Th« 

*  It  is  s  curl<m«  geographicril  fact,  that  witliin  tlie  pro- 
cinct  ctf a  vety  f«w~niUeE,  on  theJuliaoAlps,  intheGrisont, 
ris^the  .Inn,  which  falls  into  the  Black  Sea  t  the  Maira, 
which  nn»  into  the  lake  of  Como,  and  thence  Into  the 
Adriatic;  and.  several  stieams  which  join  tb?  Shine,  and 
with  it  ceacb  the  Geiman  oeean. 

Celts, 
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CHAP.  Celts,  one  of  these  vandaing  hordes,  for  reasoits 
'  unkoown  to  us,  forsook  the  fertile  plaim  of 
Gaul,  and  the  banki;  of  the  lower  Rhine ;  aoA 
numerous  swarma  of  them  advanced  alo^g  the 
Aar  to  the  lake  of  Geneva,  and  into  the  lower 
valties  of  the  Alps.  These  were  the  ancient 
Helvetii/  who  in  four  disti'icts^  cultivated  tlic 
Jand  with  ell  the  unskilfulness  of  first  inrenton, 
receiTed  90tne  civilization,  and  learnt  an  alpha)- 
'het  from  Greek  adventurerE  who  came  among 
them  from'  Marseilles ;  and  no  doubt  occasion- 
ally' increased  the  number  of  those^  Gaulish  ai^ 
mice,  which  more  than  ence'etruck  terror  into 
■Rome.  The  Tiguriui,  the  trU>e  most  frequently 
Bamed,'when  theCimbri  invaded  Gaul,  joined 
them  under  the  conduct  of  Divico,  a  youth  of 
great'  bravery  and  conduct :  ■  but  their  own 
Touutry  be^ng  attacked  by  a  foiuular  army, 
they  returnedj  a^nd  obtained -a-sigual  victory 

.     'TaduGerm.  C.28.     This  pafisage  prows  that  the  Hd- 

-vetii  derived  their  origin  from  tfae  GauU.  Of  th«  name,  qo 
satisfactor)' etjniologj-  has  yet  been  met  with, 
'  '  OmnJs  Civitas  Helvetia  in  quatuor  pagos  divisa  est.  Cass. 
d«  Bel.  Gal.  1.  i.  c.  10.  The  conjectural  names  of  these  four 
pagi  are  the  Tigurinus,  the  Avmtjcus,  tbe  UpUgenuB,  and 
'the  Antuaticus.  Tbtt-Gamanspp^iatioa  of  ptigm,  it  Gau; 
■»nd  many  names  of  districts,  in  upper  Germany,  still  haVe 
'this  termination ;  such  as  Argau,  lliur^U,  Suirfgau,  Bris- 
■gaH,  (re.  "Riey  at*  ofteii  derived  from  Oie  rirers  that  run 
through  thetn.  ■  -  , 

'■   -  -  near 
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ineir  the  lake  of  Geneva.  L.  Casnusj  the  con-  tKAf. 
flul,  L.  Piio,  one  of  his  lieuteaaots,  and'  Qm  ^ 
Moxrer  of  Jiis  ATtny,  were  slaiB :  L.  Popilius,  t^e 
-idher  tieuteluiiit,  and  the  remaieder  of  the  iv- 
■^om'passed  trader  the  yekfe.'"  MwrnkS' soon 
retrieved,  in  Gaul  and  Lombardr,  Hbe  ^ftaur 
fafjOKfij^aanarina;  butthe  Helvetii  tenifalned 
Fumnoieatedi 

;\  Fifty  years :after  this  niceessfuI'rtrnggW;'^ 
,-wtHde  Hel'wetio  naiioa,  t^^her'M>ifh  gwie 
'neigUnamig  tribes,  nwtved to  MipkHmtoA 
^country  wbeic  «uitcna»ee'migfat'be  ohttdhed 
■viA  les»  toil  md  d^igeF  than  in  their  n^ve 
iiradleys.  Ihey,  near  lEbiO-  hun^«d  tbouwnd 
'in  inuBb^r,  (^la£ag  &^-  vixm  and  vcbildnV, 
-crouedtlu  Jura,  and  advaaK^iato  tlMthedttof 
^Gaml.  Divico  itiH^beoded  the  Tigurifii.  Their 
conflicts  ^f^  Csesar,  ^ew  defeirts,  and  1h«{r 
F^t^ffK  to  iia^  4e#olat^  homes,  ste  iBsti^A^ 
-UsiDliK-^  Wd,t9«B8 'Who  'ftMt  for  prosperity  ^ 
other  means  than  industry,  moderation,.'  and 
fortitude."    Casat  secared  the  passes  at  He- 

"  ITiis  fact  is  expressly -weplknwd  JfffZviOr;  btft^ 
irassage  may  be  one  of  ihose  wbjoh' AainiU>?9llio  bascau- 
:  ticiud  HB not  to«4raft  witfao4t  )>etter  evideace.  Casarhad 
•o  }U£tt()-  bi*  aggnuH)ni«f  IhbiMvata,  who  hadrBetoi^i- 
,  Ivstect'tuBt.  V.  S«e{on.  iovita  Jl^-'Cici.x.ivi.  .'  « 
"  Caesar's  ample  account  of  thj«  metWMatdft  'OmtiBtfo 
iQucb  read,  (hat  it  may  be  siiptrfluoHS  to  jolett  Jt -fiere. 
V  deB.  G.l.  i.  c.  I.— ^.' 

8    *  neva. 
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CRAP.  iieT9>.aiid  through  mount  Jura,  by  ihe'JnUan 
^^-^1^^  equesUian  coloay,  which  he  estahliihed  at  No- 
Ttoduaum;"  and  the  Helvetii,  now.  dependent 
.CD  Rome,  .guarded  those  which  lead  across  the 
Alps,  and  thus  became  the  bulwark  of  the  em- 
pire against  the  Germans. 

An  overthrow  -the  Yeragri  and  Sidduni,  in 
the  Valaia,  experienced  at  Octodomio,"  fmm 
Si^ius  G«lbaj  completed  their  flut^tion.*^ 
They  retainedj  however,  the  privilege  «f  being 
governed  by  their  own  magistrates  ;  and  re- 
ceived the  ijghts  which  Latium  owed  to  the 
ties  of  coDianguinityi  and  many  obstinate  wars. 
TteWuBA  The  Rheeti'*  are  reported  to  have  beeii  a 
people  of  Tiwcan  origin,  who  flying  from  the 
oppression  of  tiie  GauIs  who  ravs^ed  their  coun- 
try^ took  refu^  among  the  higher  Alps  ea«t- 
wiud  of  St.  Gothard,  to  the  ftirther  cocfineiof 
^e  Tyrol,  and  down  to  the  lake  of  Constance.'! 
-Mett  they  ered^.  strong  easUes  on  many  emi- 

"  Nyoo,  <m  the  like  of  Genwa. 

"  At  or  near  Marttgnjr,  in  the  Valais.    These  tribei  were 
-  probably  not  of  Hehnetlc  origin. . 

"  Casar,  do  B.  G.  1.  iii.  c.  1—3. 

»  This  narw  wa*  either  indigenotjB  Tuscan, "  or  derived 
^n  that  of  the  chief  who  led  them  into  the  Alps.—The 
I-epontii  were  a  tribe  of  uncert^il  Mnglny  likewiso  seated, 
among  these  mountdns. 
.     **  Vcv.l.  V.  C.33.         ,  " 

nences; 
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nences;'^  and  built  another Lavipium,  an  Ardea,  ' 
a  Susa,  and  a  Faliscuin,  of  which  Camillus  never  v. 
had  any  knowledge."  This  people,  perhaps 
exasperated  by  the  losses  they  had  sustained,  or 
rendered  callous  by  tlie  extreme  asperity  of 
their  nei-vly  adopted ,  country,  became  martial 
to  a  degree  of  savage  fcrbcity.  They  harassed 
their  neighbours  on  every  side,  and  exercised 
on  them  all  manner  of  rapine  and  cruelty. 
Amidst  the  triumplis  of  the  Romans  all  around 
;them,theypreserved their  sullen  independence:", 
until  the  davs  of  Octavianus  Augustus,  when 
his  two  sons-in-law,  Cl._Drusus  and  CI.  Tibe- 
rius Nero,  with  a  considerable  army,  penetrated 
far  into  their  country,  seized  on  the  most  hardy 
of  their  youths,  whom  they  incorporated  into  , 
the  Roman  legions,  and  established  a  strong 
•camp,  which  kept  the  natives  in  asve,  and  en- 
forced the  payment  of  a  stipulated  tribute. — 
Most  of  the  Rhsti  fell  in  these  stru^les  for 

''  Arcei,  Alplbus  impositas  tremendis.     Hor. 

'*  Lavin,  Ardetz,  Snscli,  Flsesli,  the  present  names  of 
townships  Id  the  Grisons.  To  these  many  more  Romaa  oi 
Tuican  names  of  towns,  and  of  some  foinilies,  might  be 
added. 

"  Their  posterity,  to  this  ,day,  speak  a  language  which  ^ 
thought  to  be  derived  from  these  rude  ancestors :  itconsists  . 
of -two  main  dialects,  the  Ramansh  and  Ladin.  v.  Plyl.  Trans, 
vol.  Ixvi.  p.  139.    Cox's  Travels  in  Swisseriand,  vol,  iii. 
p.  2?9. 

VOL.  I.  K  independence  ; 
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CHAP,  independence  ;*"  and  scarce  one  tliird  of  iht 
vrf'v-*.-'  Helvetii  mrvived  their  wars  with  C«9ar.  •  Such 
was  the  havock  oecessarj  to  curb  these  stubborn 
mountaioeerB. 
Sriu.SLn  Although  subdued  by  Cffisar,  the  Helvetii  still 
Emperon.  retained  considerable  privilcgeSj  and  among  the 
rest  were  allowed  to  garrbon  a  fort  near  the 
iirontiers  of  Germany,  with  their  own  militia. 
The  Romans  at  the  same  time  settled  in  many 
parts.  The  Colonia  Augusta  Rauracorum/' 
on  the  Rhine,  soon  became  equally  eminent  for 
strength  and  splendor.  Aventicum"  was  cbn- 
sidered  as  the  capital  of  the  country.  Vindo- 
nissa'^  and  Ebtodunum  "  appear  to  have  been 
places  of  some  note:  and  many  inscriptions  are 
■till  extant,  from  which  we  collect,  that  during 
the  auspicious  reign  of  Augustus,  this  country 
enjoyed  a  degree  of  prosperity,  which,  under  his 
■profligate  successors,  was  soon  converted  into  a 
most  degrading  state  of  servitude. 

"  Such  was  the  fisrce  resistance  made  by  this  people, 
tliat  even  thrir  women  are  reported  to  have  ftughtwitli  des- 
perate fnrj,  and  td  have  dashed  their  children  in  the  faces  of. 
the  Roman  soldten. 

"  Augst,  near  Basle,  is  the  name  of  the  village  which 
-  now  stands  on  the  site  of  this  once  important  station. 

"  Avenehe,  where  many  remains  of  tlie  ancient  city  are 
itJU  extant. 

"  Windish,  near  the  conflux  of  the  Reusj  and  Aar. 

■"  Yvetdun. 

The 
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The  twenty- first  legion,  when  ViteBiua  as-   Chap. 
turned  the  purple,  was  stationed  at  Vindoaissa.  --^v-w 
Ffom  its  extortions,  oP  perhaps  from  its  irresis-  ■*-^-*'' 
tible  impetuosity,  it  had  acquired  the  name  of 
tlie  rapacious.^     It  took  offence  at  the  loyalty 
the  Helvetii  had  maintained  in  favour  of  Galba ; 
and  being  joined  by  tht!  Thracian  and  other  le- 
gionsj  a"hd  headed  by  Aulua  Cacina,  a  man  of 
^reat  audacity  and  unheard-of  cruelty,  ravaged  ' 

the  country  from  Badeo,'^  which  he  demoliihed, 
up  to  Aventicuiuj  where  Julius  Alpinus,  the 
chief  magistrate,  was  demanded  for  instant  exe- 
cution. His  daughter  Alpinula  implored  for 
mercy  ;  but  she  implored  in  rain.  Her  sepul- 
chral inscription,  found  not  long  since,  expresses 
in  pathetic  language  the  sorrow  which  seems  to 
ha've  abridged  her  days,"  The  whole  Helvetic 
nation  was  doomed  to  utter  destruction.  Clau- 
ditif  Cossus,  the  chief  of  a  deputation  sent  to 
crave  for  mercy,  succeeded  by  his  eloquence  and 
jfupplicating  demeanor,  to  Bofteii,  not  only  the 
obdurate  emperor,  but  even  the  exaspM^ted  le^ 

**  Rapax.  Tacit.  Hist.  1.  ii.  c.  43. 

^  Ee^blica  Aquensii,  wai  iHteaiy  notR^,  abd  resbrted 
to  forits  salubrious  waters. 

"  Julia  Alpinula  hie  jaceo,  iofelicis  patrls  Infelix  proles, 
deae  Aventiae  sacerdos :  exorare  patris  necem  non  potui ; 
male  raori  in  fads  illi  erat :  vixi  annos  xrii.  Gnitflr  In- 
Kiip.  319.  10. 

£  S  -  gioM, 
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CHAP.   gioM,  aad  saved  what  yet  remained  of  the  dc- 
>  spondingi  people."* 

A  short  series  of  better  emperors  succeeded, 
and  HelTetia,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  Romdn 
world,  experienced  a  less  disastrous  iuterval, 
Vespatian,  whose  fath^  had  carried  on  a  pro- 
6tab)e  traffic  in  this  country,  strengthened 
Avcnticum  by  a  colony  of  veterans/'  perhaps 
some  of  the  t^ionaries  whom  Titus  had  brought 
back  from  Asia,  after  the  conquest  of  Judea; 
whence,  and  from  -some  resemblance  between 
the  lakes  of  Morat  and  Ncuchattcl,  and  those 
of  Merom  andGenezareth,  which  alike  commu- 
nicate with  each  other,  this  country  it  said  to 
have  been  once  named  Galilee."  A  colleg;e  of 
physicians,  and  other  public  seminaries,  were 
established  in  this  favoured  city.  Rocks  "  were 
perforated  in  the  vicinity,  to  facilitate  trade  and 
mutual  intercourse.  Timber,  wine,  and  cheese, 
were  exchanged  for  corn  and  other  necessaries. 
The  industry  of  man  penetrated  into  the  higher 
Alps,  explored  their  natural  produce, ''^  and  ex- 

■^  Tacii.  .   .  c.  67,  etseq. 
"  Colonia  Fbvia,  pia,  constant,  emerita, 
Helvetiorum.    Murat.  Thea.  1102. 


'  Pierre  Pertuise. 

^  Described  by  Pliny  ia  various  parts  of  bis  Nat.  llht. 

tended 
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tended  culture  to  the  furthest  limits  of  Tegeta-    chap. 
tion.     The  people  paid  grateful  homage  to  the  ^^r-,-*-* 
gods :  they  worshipped  the  sun  under  the  name 
of  the  invincible  Belinus,  and  his  sister  IsiSj  the 
moon!     They  honoured  the  sylphs  as  their  pe-  , 
culiar  guardians:*  and  revered  the  gods  of  the 
shades  below."     Many  inscriptions  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  domestic  felicity  they  enjoyed ;  and 
cheerfulness  is  even  observed  on  their  sepulchral 
monuments.      '  They   lived,'  as  one   of  them 
caused  to  be  inscribed  on  his  tomb,  '  as  we  do ; 
'  we  shall  die  like  them :  thus  do  men  drive 
'  each  othw  through  the  world :  go  pusengn, 
'  and  mind  thy  business.'  ** 

But  prosperous  days  like  these  were  not  to  be 
of  long  continuance.  Trajan  was  still  boMiag 
tf^th^  the  unwieldy  power  of  Rome,  when 
the  Alemanni  from  the  nwth,  spread  their  anas, 
And  led  their  cattle  to  the  confines' (tf  Helvetia. 
They  wandered  freely  throughout  the  ample  , 
waste."  They  despised  walls ;  and  stood  in  no  need 

*  Sulji  tuU  qui  cttram  vestram  gerunt.  Muxatori  The*. 
1987,n.2.  Martin  Relig.  deBGiaulois,t,u.  p.  174. 

*  J>i»  manibua  occurs  often  on  inscriptions. 

"  Vixi  ut  vivis,  morieris  ut  sum  mortous ;  sic  rita  trudi- 
tnr ;  vrie  viator,  et  abi  in  Xfxa  tuim.  Gruter,  8^8.  t. 

^  The  obsolete  German  word  i^mead  here  used,  means 
«  comm<Ki  pasture.  Among  thfi  many  derivations  of  the 
name  Alrmaxitt,  this  is  not  an  improbable  one.  The  Suavi, 
pr  Suabians,  w£re  the  same  people, 

of 
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CHAP,  of  social  aidj  for  each  man  supplied  his  owij 
•mi^y-w  wants.  They  feared  and  worshipped  the  in- 
visible powers  of  nature;  and  probably- sacri- 
ficed horses  at  the  great  Cataract  near  Shaffhau- 
sen;  where  the4^k  tumultuous. scene  (which 
even  now,  after  the  effects  of  time  and  culturp 
have  foAened  its  features,  strikes  the  beholders 
with  awe  and  admiration  )j  favoured  tbegloom  of 
their  barbarous  rijtes*  After  various  attempts 
■•*  wh|Ut  the  feebje  Galli^nus  had  thirty  rivals  bp 
contend  with,  they  penetrated,  in  gre^t  num* 
bers,  into  the  valleys  of  Rhaetia,  and  crossing  tlie 
mountains,  overspread  Italy  as  far  as  the  gates 
of  Ravenna.  The  northern  nations  seemed  now 
jn  a  general  feriAentation.  The  Burgundians 
from  the  Saale,  the  HetuU  from  the  feony  sands 
of  Brandenburgb,  the  Ostrogoths,  Franks,  and 
Saxons,  assailed  the  empire  on  every  side.  The 
situation  of  Helvetia  was  too  centrical  to  escape 
the  depredations  of  these  ferocious  invaders. 
The  nation  i»|je  (.jty  of  Avcnticum  vra»  probably  burift 
-  304'  in  one  of  these  incursions ;  and  the  whole  na- 
tion seems,  about  this  time,  to  have  b^en  totally 
extirpated :  but  no  historian  bas  recorded  even 
the  dates  of  these  calamities.  Geographers, 
who  mention  Helvetia  during  this  period,repre- 

"  Horse-shoes  have  been  found  in  the  clefts  of  the  rockt, 
vhich  still  remain  at  the  great  fall  near  Shaff  haasen. 

sent 
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lent  it  as  a  mere  desert :  and  Ammianus  Mar-  cilAP. 
cellinus,  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  century,  speaks  s^-r-w* 
of  Aventicumas  of  a  place  at  tiiaf  time  wholly 
abandonedj  but  whose  former  greatness  might 
be  jugtly  inferred  from  the  large  and  extensive 
ruins  that  covered  its  site.  Had  Rome  chosen 
■^o  conciliate  the  friendship,  rather  than  to  sub- 
4»ie  the  people  of  the  Alps,  they  would  perhaps 
bave  fought  more  strenuously  for  their  common 
welfare,  and  averted,  both  from  Italy  and  their 
pwn  country,  the  disasters  that  finally  brought 
on  the  ruin  of  both. 

In  this  state  of  devastation^  Helvetia  became  Helvetia 
pow  an  easy  prey  to  ihe  first  adventurers  who  by 
were  inclined  to  occupy  it :  and  yet  some  cen- 
turies appear  to  have  elapsed  before  the  new 
possessors  rose  to  ihe  rank  of  a  nation.    The 
Alemanni   maintained  -  their   ground   in  tlie  the  Ale- 
northern  parts  of  Rha;tia,  to  the  lake  Qf  Con- 
stance; and  across  t\e  Reuss,  as  far  as  the  Aar 
and  the  wilds  of  Aventicutn,    They  were  shep- 
herds, and  much  addicted  to  arms.    So  far  from 
building,  they  den^olished  cities,  and  often  pil-  . 
laged  the  open  country.    They  continued  sted- 
fast  to  the  gods  of  their  ancestor*.     No  social 
institutions  can  be  traced  up  to  this  erratic 
people.     Tliey  were  restrained  in  their  depre- 
dations by  Clovis,  who  had  brought  his  Franks  TheFrant.. 
from  the  heaths  and  sw^pa  near  the  lower 
Rhine, 
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cnjip.  Rhiae^  and  received  the  GatiU,  -weary  of  the 
\.^-^-»^  proud,  but  impotent  sceptre  of  the  Emperors, 
under  the  sway  of  his  more  simple  staflP.^  Afiter 
the  battle  of  Tolbiac,^  in  which  he  embraced 
the  Christian  faith,  and  defeated  the  Alemanni, 
496.  this  people  also  yielded  to  his  supremac;^  ;  but 
many  of  them,  when  he  advanced  into  thcif 
Alpine  valleys,  withdrew  from  their  allegiance, 
and  chose  rather  to  desert  their  country  than 
.  serve  a  foreign  king.  Most  of  them,  however, 
Bifeeing  themselves  forlorn  and  destitute,  boi-e 
the  Joke  without  repining.  Ciovis  took  pos- 
session of  their  country;  buttheiimttsofhisdo- 
nrinions  in  these  parts  have  never  been  accu- 
rately defined.  Rhsetia  fell  to  the  lot  of  the 
Ostrogoths. 
The  OMr^  Among  all  the  conquerors  who  have  afflicted, 
,  *■  and  yet  commaoded  the  admiration  of  mankind, 
none  was  ever  greater  than  Theodoric,  the  Os- 
trogoth. He  came  with  his  hardy  warriors  from 
Dacia,  and  the  southern  parts  of  Russia ;  and 
received  from  Zeno,  the  Emperor  of  the  East, 
a  formal  surrender  of  lands  in  the  north  of  Italy, 
where  he  ruled  for  the  remainder  of  his  days 
^vith  great  wisdom  and  renown.  Rhtetia  was 
then  considered  as  a  part  of  Italy.    It  included 

"  This  staff  is  figured  in  the  Recueil  SEtutaqiti  repre- 
tentant  Its  ip-ada,  &c.  Par.  1 JSO. 
■    *•  IntheDuchy  of  Jaliers. 

the 
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the  Tyrol,  a  part  of  Suabia,  all  the  Grison  chap. 
country,  and  the  Alps  of  Appenzel,  Claris,  and  v-^-r^"-* 
tJri,  as  fer  as  a  rock  ^  on  which,  as  a  boundary 
towards  Burgundy,  King  Dagobcrt  afterwards 
Caused  a  crescent  to  be  hewn.  Theodoric  inter- 
ceded with  Clovis  in  fa^■ou^  of  the  vanqtiislicd 
Alemanni,  and  sent  hiin  word,  "  that  he  was 
great  enough  to  be  merciful."  Many  Alemanni 
however,'  between  whom  and  the  Franks  there 
already  existed  a  rooted  antipathy,  preferred  the 
milder  sway  of  the  Ostrogoth.  He  appointed 
Servatus,  his  governor,  or  duke,  over  Rhstia  ; 
and  sent  a  body  of  soldiers  to  maintain  order, 
and  secure  the  frontiers.  Many  Eomans  also 
settled  in  these  parts ;  perhaps,  because  these 
cra^y  mountains  appeared-to  them  a  safe  asy- 
lum against  wanton  tyranny.  A  national  mi- 
litia, called  the  Breones,'"  was  probably  an  in- 
stitution of  an  earlier  date ;  for  the  Rhaeti, 
although  curbed  by  Rome,  still  preserved  a  mar- 
tial and  independent  spirit.  Servatus  restrained 
,  the  licentiousness  of  these  lands  by  a  severe 
discipline.  Our  knowledge  of  the  language 
and  peculiar  customs  of  the  early  Goths  is  so 

"  "Hiis  rock  is  mentioned  in  a  charter,  but  is  not  known 
at  preeent. 

"  The  oldest  municipal  law  of  Ireland  is  called  BrehoM 
law.  V. Blackstone's Comment. gect. 4.  Thismay beawerd 
of  Gallic  origia.' 

imperfect^ 
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OUP-  imperfect,  that  we  can  form  no  conjectiire  how 
*.-->^  far,  in  the  present  manners  and  dialects  of  the 
Swiss,  there  may  still  be  anv  remains  of  Gothic 
antiquitj-.  In  the  wildest  parts  of  the  moun- 
tains  of  Rhartia,  there  is  a  village,"  situate  in 
the  midst  of  those  where  thp  Romansh  language 
is  used,  whose  inhabitants  speak  Germaji ;  in 
the  valley  of  Lugnetz,"  are  thoi^ht  still  to 
exist  the  descendants  of  the  oldest  Rhceti.  But 
of  such  derivations  it  is  more  easy  to  demonstrate 
that  the;  are  all  uncertain,  than  which  of  them 
are  true.  In  a  country  like  this,  where  each 
valley  is  the  whole  world  to  its  inhabitant?,  the 
nearest  neighbours  are  frequently  such  strangers 
to  each  other,  as  to  differ  widely  in  many  of 
their  customs,  and  sensibly  so  in  their  dialects : 
it  is  therefore  by  no  means  easy  to  determine 
what,  aiul  how  much,  there  is  in  each  valley  of 
Tauruscan,  of  Rhaetian,  of  Cinibric,  Aleman- 
nic,  or  Gothic  origin. 
Tfie  Bur.  No  people  has,  during  a  long  interval,  had 
greater  influence  in  the  more  hospitable  parts 
of  Helvetia,  than  the  Burgundians.  They 
were  probably  of  Vandal  origin,  and  are  said 
to  have  come  from  the  banks  of  the  Vistula ; 
and,  after  some  struggles  with  the  Alemanni,  to 

*'  Avers,  en  a  torrent  whidi  falls  into  the  upper  Rhine, 
*^  On  thetowerbraqcbofthe  Rhine,  near  Illantz. 

have 
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have  approached  the  Rhine,  and  penetrated  chap. 
through  Gaul,  far  into  the  Roman  piovinte.  ^.^-C-^ 
An  agf  d  bishop  caine  forth,  and  coDverted  them, 
together  with  their  leader  Gonthahar,  to  the 
.Christian  faith.*  Constantius,  a  Roraaa  gene- 
ral, allotted  them  a  tract  of  land  on  tlte  Rhine : 
hut  they,  finding  their  limits  too  narrow  for 
their  increasing  numbers,  soon  burst  forth,  and, 
after  receiving  some  checks  from^tius,  a  leader 
who  in  better  times  would  have  acquired  supe- 
rior fame,  they  were  allowed  to  extend  their 
habitations  to  the  plains  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps, 
which  had  been  formerly  occupied  by  the  Al- 
lobroges"  and  Helvetii.  They  engaged,  in  re- 
turn, to  defend  these  boundaries  of  the  weakened 
empire. GundiocbiaVisigothjbecametheirchief 
by  election,  and  was  the  first  king  of  Burgundy. 
They  joined  jEtius  against  Attila,  to  whom  the 
traditional  songs  of  the  country  ascribe  the  finat 
demolition  of  many  Helvetic  cities.  They  af- 
terwards penetrated  farther  into  the  interior 
parts  of  Gaul,  and  occupied  the  Uchtland,  " 
and  the  whole  Valats.  They  revived  agricul- 
ture, renovated  society,  and  restored  the  sweets 
of  life  to  these  desolated  regions.— The  most 
ancient  families,  abundance  of  words  of  the  ■  i 

•  Socrat.  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  vit.  c.  30. 
*^  The  district  about  Geneva. 

"  The  less  hijly  country,  where  Seroe  and  Fribuig  hava 
■iace  been  built. 

provincial 


16  THE  HISTORY  OP 

CHAP.   proTincialdialectwhicbareDotderivedfromthe  ' 
s.^-vim^  Ijatin,  the  names  of  many  places,  most  things, 
in  feet,  in  this  fairest  part  of  Helvetia,  are  of 
Burgundian  origin. 
General  From  these  nations  were  descended  the  con- 

cuiintjy.  federates  of  the  Thirteen  Cantons,  their  subjects 
and'  allies.  Pew  dates  are  accurately  known, 
but  most  of  these  new  settlements  were  formed 
in  the  fifth  century.  At  the  commencement  of 
«XL  the  sixth,  all  that  was  not  desert  of  the  northern, 
or,  as  it  has  since  been  called,  the  German  part 
of  Swisserland,  was  possessed  by  the  Alemaoni 
and  the  Franks  ;  the  Roman^  part  was  occu- 
piedby  the  Burgundians;  and  Rhsetia belonged 
to  the  Ostrogoths.  The  kings  of  the  Franks 
professed  the  catholic  faith:  and  those  of  the 
Goths  and  Burgundians  believed  with  Arius, 
'  that  Christ  was  similar,  but  not  equal  to  God; 
'  that  he  had  not  existed  from  eternity,  but  that 
'  he  was  made  before  all  other  creatures  :*  for  ' 
Christians  have  ventured  to  contend  with  ve- 
hement animosity  on  points  like  these,  although 
Christ  have  testified  of  himself,  "  that  no  one 
knoweth  who  the  Son  is,  but  the  Father."  *t 

**  T%e  Pay$  de  Vaud  is  also  called  Payt  Roman;  it  being 
the  last  district  of  Helvetia  in  whicli  the  dediuLiig  power  of 
Borne  preserved  a  footing. 
,  *  Luke,c.  x.v.a2. 

CHAP. 
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Heketia  under  the  BurgundianSy  Ostrogoths, 
and  Fz-anks. 

*T^HE  conquerors  wlio  founded  those  king-  chap. 
doms  to  which,  at  this  time,  -were  annexed  ^-»-v-».^ 
the  Rhstian  Alps  and  the  Helvetic  plains  and 
Talleys,  were  npt  succeeded  by  men  of  equal 
talents  and  energy.  The  descendants  of  Guh- 
dioch,  and  of  the  magnanimous  Theodoric,  did 
not  possess  the  thrones  of  the  Burgundians  and 
Ostrogoths  longer  tlian  half  a  century.'  The 
monarchy  founded  byClovishas  indeed  reached 
our  days;  but  thrice  have  the  races  of  its 
kings  degenerated,  and  been  ignominiously 
atript  of  their  regal  honours.  Its  last  sovereign 
was  perhaps  the  most  guiltless ;  but  unhappily 
for  himselC  his  ill-fated  house,  and  the  civilized 
world,  he  was  not  fitted  for  the  times  in  which 
he  lived. 

'  The  whole  period  fioai  the  time  the  Burgundians  crossed 
the  Rhine  to  the  last  defeat  of  Gundemar,  amounts  to  128 
years.  Hiereignof  theOstrogothsin  Ital/didnot  lastmora 
than  60  years.   Theodoric  wai  acknowledged  king  in  4^3. 

Gondebald, 
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CHAP.       Gondebald,  the  son  of  Gundiocli,  a  fratricide/ 
s^~^-^  but  of  no  small  renown  in  arms,  could  not  im- 
HeiTrtia     pcdc  Lis  lords  spiritual  and  temporal  and  the 
&n  king-  people,  trom  assembling  at  Genevaj'  and  fram- 
E^i^dy.  ing  ^a.vl&  which   controuled  his  power;  and 
which  were  afterwards  revised  and  confirmed 
*^"      at  another  meeting  held  at  Amhieu.'     Eccle- 
siastical  affair^  were  likewise   regulated  at  a 
council  at  Epaone,'  hy  which  the  regal  autho- 
rity received  some  further  limitations.    Cfonde- 
bald  was  succeeded  by  his  two  sons,  Sigismund 
and  Condcmar,  who,  forgetful  of  the  maxims 
to  which  sovereigns  owe  their  security,  were 
soon  assailed  by  the  Frjinks  and  Ostrogoths,- 
aad  after  some  feeble  struggles  yielded  to  the 
fas.      victorious  invaders.    Sigismund,  his  queen,  and 
two  sons,  were  taken  by  Clilodomir,  and  be- 
headed at  Orleans.     It  is  uncertain  whether 
!»*■      Gondemar  fell  in  the  field,  whether  he  ended 
his  days  in  prison,  or  whether  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  a  disastrous  life,  amidst  various  ad- 
ventures, in  distant  countries. 

The  best  part  of  tiie  Burgundian  dominions 
in  Helvetia  fell  to  the  share  of  the  Ostrogoths, 
but  was  soon  forfeited  by  the  depravity  of  their 

*  Spoil,  Hist,  de  Geneve,  torn.  i.  p.  2*.  edit.  1730. 
^  I^x  Burgund.  A.  Lindenbr.  Cod.  L^g.  Antiquar.  Tl» 
place  is  not  known  at  present. 
'  Colet,  toiii.  T. 

monarchs. 
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monarcha.     Theodatus,  nephew  of  Thetfdoric,    char 
caused  Amalasuntha,  the  daughter  of  that  hero,  ^-^-v-^^ 
to  be  put  to  death ;  and  by  that  crime  occa- 
■ioned  the  defection -of  a  great  part  of  his  Ita- 
lian dominions,  and  incurred  a  series  of  misfor- 
tuneswhich  ended  in  the  ruiti  of  his  kingdom. 
Totila,  his  third  successor,  stroTe  in  vain  to 
repel  the  attacks  of  Narses,  the  successful  ge- 
neral of  Justinian.     Whilst  he  was  collecting 
forces  in  Tuscany,  Thierry,  king  of  Austrasia, 
advanced  into  the  Rhietian  Alps;  and  from 
that  time  the  whole  of  RliJctia  and  Helvetia 
became  subjectto  the  Franks.    The  Lombards,      s«i 
invited  by  Narses,  occupied  the  seats  of  the 
Ostrogoths  on  the  south  of  the  Alps. 

To  the  times  in  which  the  Merovinffian  and  UDdcrtie 
Carlovingian  princes  possessed  the  supremacy 
in  these  parts,  are  to  be  ascribed  many  of  the 
Helvetic  foundations  and  establishments,  both 
civil  and  religious ;  some  of  which,  in  subsequent 
periods,  have  even  rivalled  the  lustre  of  the 
throne.  The  kings  delegated  tlieir  power  in 
the  provinces  to  deputies,  who  were  bound  per- 
sonally to  administer  justice,  to  direct  alt  public 
concerns,  and,  iu  case  of  need,  to  levy  the  forces 
of  their  respective  districts.  They  bore  different 
names  in  difl'erent  provinces.  A  duke  governed 
Iswer  Burgundy;  a  patrician  administered  the 
district  in  the  mountainSj  together  with  the 
Valais, 
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oiAp.  ValaiSj  the  Pajs  de  Vaud,  the  .Uchtland,  and 
part  ofthe  Argau;  another,  duke  presided  over 
the  Aieaia:poi;  and  a  presideDt  over  the  Rhxti. 
The  counts,  or  conipanieasj  seem  to  have 
heM  a  subordinate  rank,  but  soon, after  rose  ^ 
equal  consequence;  and  barons  are  also  named, 
who,  with  great  manerial  ri^ts,  held,  probably 
.inferior  jurisdictions.  These  officers,  in  process 
of  time,  and  the  nobles  in  general,  lecufe  i^i 
their  fastnesses  among  the  mottntains,  became  re- 
gardless of  the  authority  of  the  monarch  ;  aiai 
the. people,  seeing  the  supreme  power  wholly 
\ested  in  their  hands,  lost  sight  of  the  sovereign : 
and  at  leng-th,  when  the  imbecility  of  the  de- 
fendants of  Clovis,  aad  their  fatal  dissensiont, 
bad  deprived  them  of  all  energy,  these  aspiring 
delegates  assumed  an  unlimited  possession  of 
'  the  lands,  titles,  and  honours,  which  had  been 
conferred  on  them  conditionally. 

Pepin,  and  his  son  Charlenu^ne,  after  having 
extirpated  the  Merovingians,  thought  it  higid/ 
expedient  to  curb  the  power  of  tlieao  dukes  and 
counts,  aiid  with  this  view  encouraged  religious 
establishments.'  Even  the  fierce  iibteti,  after 
.  the  extinction  of  the  race  of  their  first  presi- 
dents, were  by  the  last  mentioned  crafty  mon- 

°  Pepin  is  said  to  have  built  a  castle  near  Soleure,  which, 
ftrobably  from  his  name,  was  called  Bipp ;  and  the  country  bev 
tweea  the  Jura  and  the  Aar,  the  Comitatus  Pipinensis. 

arch, 
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■itch,  brought  to  acknowledge  the  feudal  su-  < 
premacy  of  the  Bishops  of  Coire.  His  success-  -^ 
ors  inadvertently  reflinquished  this  salutary 
,policy;  and  some  dukedoms^  and  many  counties, 
became  gradually  fiefi  of  inheritance.*  After' 
bis  death,  as  if  his  great  talents,  which  be  bad 
so  oflen  misapplied,  had  at  6nce  wholly  forsaken 
his  posterity,  nothing  followed  but  an  alternate 
succession  of  folly  and  wickedness.  Sons  war- 
red against  their  fathers,  and  brethren  among 
themselves ;  till  at  length,  the  power  of  the 
Carlovingians  became  the  scoff  of  nations,  and 
the  prey  of  pirates ;  and  its  prince's,  after  k 
century  and  a  half  of  baseness  and  infamy,  were 
themselves  driven  from  the  throne,  with  no  )es^ 
ignominy  than  had  attended  the  fall  of  the 
Meruvii^ians: 

Charlemagne,  having  revived  the  wftstera 
Roman  empirci  and  transmitted  it  to  five  ge- 
nerations of  bis  descendants,  the  Alemannio 
part  of  Helvetia  it  henceforth  found  to  have  ac- 
knowledged its  supreme  authority,  delegated  tO' 
the  Dukes  of  Suabia,  who  had  often  to  cdn- 
tend  with  the  Bbhops  of  Constance,  and  othei^ 
envious  rivals,  for  the  peaceful  possession  of 
their  office.    But  the  Burgundian  parts',  and 

*  The  £efs  aad  the  offices  were  not  a]wa}'s  united,  llius 
Hapsburg,  Nidau,  Zaringen,  &c.  werd  indeed  hereditary 
teigneuries,  bat  only  titular  counties  qnd  dutedomt. 

vol.  I.  T  Rbatia, 
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CHAP.    Rhfetia,  were  id  the  subsequent  partition!  of 
^.^-y«k^  the  dominions  of  that  subtle  monarch,  repeat- 
edly annexed  to  the  Aiistrasian  kingdom.  This* 
however,  was  of  short  duration  :  another  race 
gucceededj  which  was  not  descended  from  the 
victorious  Charles, 
Undtrthe        Boso,  a  couut  from  the  Ardcaoesj  rose  to 
dom  of"^  high  distinction  bj  bis  personal  merit,  and  still 
Surguiidy.  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  Charles  tlie  Bald  bore  to  hi* 

sister  Richilda.  This  monarch  conferred  on  him 
the  government  of  Provence,  the  county  of 
Viennc,  and  the  Abbey  of  St.  Maurice  in  the 
Valais.  The  count,  by  a  stratagem,  obtained 
likewise  the  hand  of  Hermengard,  the  daughter 
of  the  Emperor  Ijewis  the  Second.  No  man 
arrives  at  such  pre-eminence  by  his.  own  dexte- 
rity, but  knows  how  to  avail  himself  of  it,  for 
tiT9.  further  a^randizCmeot.  Accordingly,  at  an  as- 
semhly  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal  of 
Burgundy,  held  at  Mautala,'  it  was  decreed 
that,  there  being,  in  fectj  no  king  in  the  realm, 
and  insufferable  abuses  of  every  kind  prevailing 
■throughout  the  country,  the  crown  should  be 
tendered  to  Boso,  whose  firmness  of  conduct 
had  inspired  them  with  confidence.  This  de- 
fection -v/aa  the  first  step  to  the  decline  of  the 
Carloviogians.  The  new  king,  not  contented 
with  the  right  he  derived  from  the  election, 
/  I  A  castle  not  far  Ijom  Vieniie,  which  no  longer  exists. 

obtained 
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obtained  the  Eolemn  iqTestitqr^  from  the  EiUr    chap. 
peror  Charles  the  Fat.  ■hty-"*' 

He  resided  at  Arlgr^Iience  the  kingdom, 
which  comprised  only  Dauphine  and  Proveoce, 
took  the  name  of  AreUt ;  and  dying  after  a 
reigp  of  nine  years,  transmitted  his  crown  to 
his  son  Lewis,  a  minor,  under  the  guardianship 
of  Queen  Hermengard.  This  Lewis  had  no 
successor  to  his  crown. 

Meanwhile  appeared  Rudolph,  a  Suahian 
count,  of  the  celebrated  Guelpbic  race,  whose 
father  had  held  some  high  offices  and  estates  io 
the  Jura,  and  resolved  to  avail  himself  of  the 
distracted  state  of  th^  country,  and  of  the , 
friendship  of  many  lords  and  prelates,  paiticu-  , 
larty  the  Bishop  of  Sion,  to  acquire  a  crowiv, 
He  called  an  assembly  at  St.  Maurice,  and  was 
thwe  declared  King  of  Bui^undy.  The  Bur-  ««■ 
gundian  Helvetia  and  Savoy,  were  among  the 
most  valuable  of  his  dominions.  To  these  hiy 
SOD,  Budolph the  Second,  addedthe  kingdom 
of  Arelat,  and  some  provinces  of  Italy. ,  This 
second  Rudolph  was  the  husband  of  Bertha> 
the  daughter  of  Burcard,  Duke  of  Suabiaj  on^ 
of  the  brightest  examples  of  domestic  virtues 
onathrone.  His  grandson,  Rudolphthethird^ 
closed  his  royal  line.  His  profusion,  chiefly  to 
convents,  left  him  so  destitute,  that  he  was  deem- 
ed the  most  needy  sovereign  in  the  world.  He 
v2  knew 
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CHAP,  knew  no  better  way  to  extricate  himself  ftoni 
'  his  difficulties,  than  by  bequeathing  his  king- 
dom to  the  emperor,  Henry  the  Second,  of  the 
Saxon  line.  He  was  strenuously  opposed  in 
this  testanxentary  disposition  by  his  kinsmen, 
who  were  unwilling  to  forego  their  right  of 
inheritance ;  and  by  his  nobles  and  prelates, 
who  revived  their  claim  to  the  privilege  of 
election  to  the  crown :  but  the  eraperoE  sent 
forces  under  Werner  of  Hapsbui^,  Bishop  of 
Strasbutg,  who  beat  the  Burgundians  near  the 
lake  of  Geneva,  and  compelled  tliem  to  ac- 
quiesce. He  sent  Beroald,  a  Saxon  nobleman, 
as  his  vicegerent  to  Aries ;  and  named  Hugh, 
the-son  of  Rudolph,^  to  the  Bishopric  of  Lau- 
sanne. He  died  before  the  legacy  devolved  to 
him;  and  Conrad  the  Frauconian,  his  successor 
on  the  Imperial  tlirone,  maintained  that  the 
bequest  was  made,  not  to  Henry  personally,  but 
to  the  empire.  On  the  death  of  Rudolph,  the 
emperor  accordingly  possessed  himself  of  the 
kingdom  of  Burgundy,  and  of  all  its  dependen- 
cies. All  Helvetia  now  owned  the  supremacy 
of  the  empire. 

Most  of  the  writers  who  have  related  the 
history  of  this  country,  Itave  thought  fit  to 
enter  largely  into  a  detail  of  the  succession,  the 

'  Mollis  et  efFeroinatuj; 

few 
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few  virtues  and  many  crimes,*  the  diaseOsions  chap. 
and  disaators  of  the  princes  of  the  Houses  of  u«-y"s>i 
Guodioch.  CloTis,  PepiD,-and  the  Burgundian 
Rudolph.  Their  deeds  no  doubt  ioflueaced 
ipaterialt  J  the  fate  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  Alps 
and  on  the  Aar ;  yet  aM  their  origin,  the  seat  of 
their  government,  and  their  policy,  :pertained 
.  chiefly  to  other  nations,  it  may  suffice  for  the 
purpose  of  thiB  narrative,  to  survey  briefly  what 
remains  upon  record  of  the  form  of  government, 
and  the  laws  which  prevailed  in  Helvetia,  in 
those  days ;  of  its  civil  and  religious  establish- 
ments, which  in  fact  supply  the  ma^^als  of 
the  sequel  of  this  history ;'"  apd  of  tlie-maonen 
and  custOEOs  of  its  people,  not  wholl^uncivi- 
lized,  though  unrefined,  which  ultimately  led  ' 

to  the  recovery  of  tlwir  independence ;  and  the 
;departiiig  from  which  contributed  to  the  final 
dissolution  (d*  the  Confederacy,  to  which  they 
have  owed  so  many  tranquil  and  happy  days. 

The  Bui^ndiana  came  to  an.  agreement  with  Tarm  «t 
their  Merovingian    conqueror,    '  That   they  nent. 

*  Tbeir  cnmes,  in  fact,  were  no  less  atrocious  than  ihou 
of  Artrides,  aod  would  have  become  as  emineat,  had  they, 
like  these,  been  celebrated  by  a  sublime  poet  la  a  hanno* 
fiious  language. 

""  The  account  to  be  given  of  thoe  estaUiilimaits  wi^ 
be  reserved  for  tlie  next  Chapter,  in  order,  to  connect  aU 
that  relates  to  them,  dowo  to  the  »i^  of  the  Confederacy. 

'  woul4 
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CHAP.  ''  Wooy  bear  him  the  sameallegiaDce  Ihty  had 
'  tillthe»  pfoftssed  for  the  princes  of  the  House 
'  of  Gundioch ;  that  they  would  follow  him  iri 
'^hnwars,  but  that  their  bands  should  never 
*  be' separated  in  the  &tld;  and  that  thftr  rights 
'  and  ptoperty,  both  as  a  nation  and  asindjyi- 
'  d«itlei  Should  ht  preserved  inviolate.'  They 
*till,'ascorfing  to  their  ancient  custom,  elected 
iheir  king;  who  was  supreme  in  civil  and  judi- 
cijd  mirttera ;  but  they  engaged  to  chuie  him 
but'*Pt^e  hdbse  of  Glovis.  They  also  named 
theii-  nJfUt&.ty  leaders  ;  in  the  choice  of  whom, 
WhileWie  rtititin  continued  to  be  an  army,  they 
^twcfecde'd  with'  greater  caution  ;  deenung  the 
tWenM  r^(}uired  for  the  conduct  of  a  war  far 
silpcrior  to  those  that  constitute  even  the  ablest 
tritii-iiiagistrate.  Th«y  long  contetided'  for 
these  rights  Af  election;  but  crafty  and  despotit 
jnonari-hs,  who  were  irresistible  by  the  posses- 
sion of  other  ffxtensive  dominions,  found  little 
'  difficulty  in  occasionally  suspending,  and  ulti- 
mately abolishing,  the  privilege  ofchusingthe 
king ;  and  they,  moreover,  soon  arrogated  to 
themselves  the  sole  fconiihand  when  tlie  people 
Were  called  to  arms. 

Notwithstanding  these  encroachments,  the 
-ItoMner ;iof:the  monarch  did  not  continue  long 
■without  control.-  The  Sceptre  soon  fell  into 
Teak  hands ;  and  the  noTiles,  especially  thoso 
-  ■   -  who 
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who  held  hisch  offices,-  or  delegated  authority  chap? 
in  the-  provinces,  found  H  easy  to  restrain  even  v.*-.-V 
the  limited  power  the  ancSent  constitution  had 
Vested  in  the  king.  Pepin  and  Charlemagne, 
ifter  having  availed  themselves  Of  these  succesS- 
ftil  intrusions,  saw  the  eSpediency  of  lessening 
the  means  to  which  they,  in  a  great  measnre, 
owed  their  own  aggrandizement.  They  abo- 
lished the  office  of  duke,  increased  the  number 
of  counts,  but  confined  within  narrow,  limits 
the  districts  they  were  appointed  to  administer; 
they  also  often  employed  ecclesiastics)  who 
owed  their  benefices  and  looked  up  for  further 
advancement  to  the  royal  favour,  both  in  civil 
and  judicial  departments. 

But  a  despot  never  slackens  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment with  impunity.  Even  this  diminished 
influence  proved  too  ponderous  for  the  unsteady 
bands  of  the  descendants  of  Charles  ;  nor  were 
the  dignified  clergy  behindhand  in  assuming  a 
predominancy,  and  accumulating  stores  of 
riches,  which  they  had  abjured  in  their  sacer- 
dotal vows.  The  rising  authority  of  the  Roman 
Pontiff,  became  also  a  weighty  counterpoise  to 
the  regal  power.  Great,  and  in  many  cases  no 
doubt,  just  censure  has  been  past  on  the  impro- 
per use  the  Popes  have  made  of  their  spiritual 
weapons :  but  i;andid  observers  will  nevertheless 
admit,  that  these  weapons  have  ofteoer  been 
-  used 
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used  for  tbe  bcneGt  Uun  the  detriment  of  the 
'  natioiu  who  acknowledged  their  inSuence. 
Without  the  fiapal  interfereace  even  Britain 
might  not  perhaps  have  heen  Messed  with  the 
great  charter  qf  iU  liberties.  Had  the  hierarchy 
^t  all  times  used  its  me^ns  with  the  wiadom 
and  moderaiioD  that  becomes  the  or^efj  it  mighty 
in  our  days,  have  stemmed  the  torrent  of  deso- 
lation and  anarchy  that  has  overwhelmed  the 
fairest  p^rts  of  Europe.  The  government  of 
]E{elvetia, '  after  tbe  ninth  century,  had  far  less 
of  monarchy  than  of  the  qristocratical  form ; 
and  the  prelates  had  nn  ample  share  in  the 
power  of  the  nobles. 
<  ,^.  Two  codes  of  law  extended  their  ordinancer 

over  this  country,  the  Burgundian,  and  the 
Aieniannic.  Tttcy  reciprocally  arose  out  o& 
and  influenced  the  manners  of  the  two  nations; 
and  may  hence  serve  for  a  key  to  m^ny  customs 
that  prevailed  among  them-  The  former  exists 
i.Burgun-  lithe  acts  of  the  assembly  at  Ambieu/'  and 
'^'^'  the  decrees  of  Childebert,  King  of  Aiutfasia." 
The  kingdom,  accordipg  to  these,  wa^  divided 
into  hundredsj "  perhaps  because  each  of  them 
was  administered  by  one  of  tbe  hundred  counts 

"  r.-Lex.  Burguad.  Apuii  I^denbr.  Cod.  Legg-  Anti- 
war, pncf. 

"  He  died  ia  SflO. 
"  Ceotcna. 

of 
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of  the  proYince, "  or  because  a  comaiuiiit)'  of  chap. 
one  handred  heads  of  families  was,  in  case  of  a  *.>->r*/ 
robbery,  bound  to  find  the  thief,  or  to  refund 
the  theft. " 

The  head  of  each  hundred  was  oiaintained  hf 
his  coipmuuity,  which  alsolent  hilu  aid  in  case 
of  public  disturbances.  In  intricate  cases  (  for 
no  great  acuteness  was  expected  fi'oin  a  Bur- 
gundiaa'^)  an  appeal  was  made  to  God,  who 
decided  either  by  the  ordeal  of.  an  heated  iron^ 
or  the  issue  of  a  duel.  An  oath  was  the  chief 
fiat  of  society,  and  has  continued  to  our  days 
the  most  sacred  bond  of  upion  of  tbe  Helvetic 
states.  The  Uws  against  theft  were  framed 
with  peculiar  severity."  A  fine  and  restitution 
were  the  penalties  in  common  cases;  but  if 
the  thief  could  not  discharge  the. fine,  he  was 
hanged  as  a  worthless  recreant,    A  venal  miuu 

"  Such  perhaps  as  Tacitus  describes,    "  Centeni  singiilit 
~..,ex  plebe  Comites,  consilium  simol  et  auctoritas,  34sudL'* 
Germ.  c.  13. 

"  Such  were  also  the  institutes  of  Alfred. 
"  The  stupidity  of  a  Burgundian  was  provcjbial.  Berenger 
of  Toura  gravely  calls  in.  question,  whether  genius  eretfound 
its  way  into  Borgandy. 

"  Uncivilized  nations  are  ever  prone  to  theft.  The  in- 
ftaocesin  Cook's  voyages  are  innumerable:  and  even  among 
^  the  P«lewans,  a  race  represented  to  us  as  singularly  honest, 
it  »  acknowledged  that  the  Britisb  sailon  found  it  necessary 
to  keep  a  particular  guard  upon  tbeii  Btrasf. 

g^trate. 
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CHAP,  gistfate,  Tfrho  unduly  acquitted  a  robber,  was 
«^»-,-'«-«  put  to  death.  The  ancient  custom  of  expiating; 
«.niDrdflr  bj  a  pecuniary  mulct,  was  abrogated  c 
Private  revenge  was  tolerated ;  and  the  seducer 
»f  a.  free  damsel,  if  he  could  not  pay  a  heavy 
fine,  was  delivered  over  to  her  relations,  to  be 
dealt  with  io  the  raannerthat  Fulbcrt  chastized 
the  lover  of  Heloise.  A  bondman  who  cut  off 
the  hair  of  a  frefr  woman,  was  by  these  lawg 
seolenced  fo  die.  '*  No  man  was  allo^-fd  to 
alienate  hia  paternal  estate.  All  the  children  - 
shared  alike  in  the  inheritance  ;  but  a  nun  had 
only  a  life  interest  in  her  portion.  Wives,  as  is 
generally  the  case  among  savages,  were  pur- 
ehased  of  their  parents:  those  wbo  deserted 
their  husbands,  were  suffocated  in  a  boggy 
■pool.  Men  might  put  away  their  wives  for 
•tfircereasoriB;  for  adultery,  for  poisoning;,aodfor 
disturbing  the  dead  by  sorcery.  A  reward  wai 
stipulated  to  soothsayers,  who  revealed  places 
where  stolen  goods  were  hidden.  When  we 
read  that  he  who  had  stolen  a  dog,  was  bound 
.  to  kiss  its  posteriors  before  a  public  assembly 
of  the  people,  we  must  allow  that  these  law- 
givers were  destitute  of  the  due  sense  of  dignity, 

'*  As  the  Lombards  were  since  distinguUlied  by  a  pecu- 
liar cut  of  their  beaids,  so  was  a  long  bead  of  bair  a  badge 
of  Itigh  dt^scent  among  the  fianks. 

8  '       which, 
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vhiiih,  among  the  ancients,  had  been  the  «e<iret    6hap. 
iprfing  of  thfcif  wise  legislation.  *  ■    t-^-v^ 

The  king's  coTinsellors,  his  friends,  the  mayors 
of  the  palace,  the  chancellors,  the  counts  of  the 
cities  and  provinces,  and  the  other  m^stratei 
and  chiefs  both  of  peace  and  war,  were  deenled' 
the  first  nohiTity  :  the  body  of  freemen  con** 
posed  the  secoild  rank ;  those  born  in  bt)ndage, 
who,  having  acqaired  their  freedom,  held  laridj 
in  base  tenure,  were  of  the  third :  and  the  Slares^ 
of  bondmen,  constituted  the  fourth,  or  lowest 
order.  The  bulk  of  the  people  were  in  general 
ioineied  to  the  glebe;  an  expedient,  withoiti 
which  the  wandering  tribes  would  perhaps 
never  have  become  stationary.  The  king's  ifn- 
mediate  bondmen  ranked  with  the  freemen^ 
and  those  whom  he  manumitted  with  the  no- 
bility. The  counts  administered  justice  without 
any  fee  or  Peward  ;  but  they  held  lands,  which 
were  appropriated  to  their  respective  offices. 
The  king,  in  consideration  of  his  general  su- 
perintendence, received  the  fines  of  aQ  his  vas- 
sals ;  but  these  fines  were-  limited  by  the  laws. 

Among  the  laws  which  ithe  Alemanni  had  s.  AJemon 
devised   in  the  early  times  of  their  obscurity,  °"^' 
those  which  seemed  most  equitable  and  conge^ 
nial  with  the  spirit  of  Christianity  were  succes- 
*ively  collected  by  Childebert  and  Clothaire ; 
and 
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vatAP.  aod  lastly,  formed  into  a  code  by  Dagobert." 
'  As  they  sprung  from  the  habits  of  a  people 
cbieSy  addicted  to  arms,  they  were  far  less  com- 
plicated than  those  of  Rome,  which  had  to 
giia;'d  against  all  luaqner  of  frq-ud  and  subtilty. 
They  cojuieted  chiefly  of  short  prohibitiona 
sgaiost  acts  of  violence.  No  man  was  hence  ' 
permitted  to  come  armed  into  the  house  of 
pother.  An  injury  done  to  a  woman  was 
puaished  by  a  double  fine;  for  men  it  was 
thought  have  the  meaps  of  self-defence.  These 
laws  related  more  pvtLca]arly  to  the  personal 
KoA  dopiestic  concerns  of  the  people,  their  bul- 
JQcks,^  their  cows,  their  horses,  their  bears,  on 
which  they  fed  with  as  much  relish  as  the  other 
(rerinaus  were  wont  to  do  oo  horse-flesh, 
their  etags,  which  they  trained  for  the  chase, 
their  shepherds'  dogs,  their  blood-houpda,  and 
♦he  dogs  they  kept  for  hunting  wolves  and 
hears,  ^nd  for  runniog  to  the  assistance  of 
neighbours  in  case  of  need.  If  a  dog  killed  a 
inari,  the  owner  paid  half  the  sum  at  which  the 
life  was  Eated;  and  if  he  refused  payment,  thp 
.dog  was  hung  in  his  door,  and  no  other  entrance 
was  permitted  intoliis  house  until  the  djecayed 
carcase  dropped  of  its  own  accord.  Few  of 
their  punishments  were  capital,  for  the  lavy- 

■*  V,  Lindenbrog,  Goldast,  and  Baluze.  . 
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givers  were  aware  that  the  frequency  of  bloody  chap. 
executions  would  only  foster  the  sanguinary  ^.^-v-*-' 
dispositions  of  the  people,  which  they  wished  ' 

to  soften ;  and  because  property  is  a  fact  dearer 
to  a  rude  people  than  life  itself. 

The  Alemannij  like  the  Bui^ndians,  had 
likewise  a  succession  of  subordinate  ranks^ 
Next  to  the  dukes  and  counts  they  had  freemen, 
either  by  birth  or  manumission,  mercenary  ser- 
vants, and  slaves.  TTie  latter  ploughed  for 
their  own  use  onehalf  of  the  land  a,llotted  them, 
and  the  other  half  for  their  masters.  The  iiiaids 
spun  wool,  wove  cloth,  and  made  it  into  gar- 
ments. They  had  as  j'et  no  vineyards :  fewer 
of  the  shepherds  than  of  the  busbandmen  were 
slaves;  for  the  German  shepherds  had  subdued 
the  Roman  husbandmen;  and  hence  to  this  day 
ttre  the  pastoral  tribes  of  the  Swiss  possessed  of 
a  far  more  independent  spirit  than  those  among 
whom  husbandry  prevails.  Coercive  laws  con  - 
trolled  the  public  conduct  of  this  hardy  people : 
their  private  life  w^s  restrained  by  the  salutary 
,  terrors  of  the  church.  The  n^lect  of  public 
worship  on  Sundays  was  severely  censured. 
Men  were  not  allowed  to  spend  whole  nights 
i  n  the  loose  pleasures  of  the  bottle  and  the  song; 
and  when  female  dancers  came  on  Sundays  to 
farms  and  hamlets,  they  were  driven  away  with 
heavy  blows.  And  yet  the  laws  as  well  as  the 
'       10  church 
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csuf.    efiuich  discipline  admitted  of  abundance  of  ru- 

I  1^1  and,  domestic  enjoymentB.  Life  was  i>ot 
intended  to  be  a  gloomy  but  an  orderly  ftate  of 
existence.  The  churches  wece  sacred  asylunu 
for  servants.  Pious  gifts  were  authorized  t  and 
the-  alienation  of  church  property  was  strictly 
prohibited.  Tlie  bishops  ranked  higher  than 
the  countsj  and  were  nearly  equal  in  dignity  to 
the  dukes.  Barbarians  whose  reason  is  apt  to 
.  he  perverted  by  stubborn  passions  must  be  in- 
fluenced by  leaders,  either  eminent  in  rank  like 
the  dukes  or  venerable  like  pious  hermits. 
'-  At  a  subsequent  assembly  of  the  lords  spi- 
ritual and  temporal  held  at  Paris,'^  it  was  fur- 
ther enacted:  that  afl  bishops  be  chosen  b^ 
the  clergy  of  the  diocese,  and  consecrated, 
under  royal  sanction,  by  the  archbishop,  in  the 
presence  of  all  the  suffragans  of  his  province : 
that  no  one  persume  to  skreen  or  abet  a  priest 
against  the  authority  of  his  bishop :  that  in  all 
matters  both  civil  and  criminal,  the  clergy  be 
amenable  to  the  laws;  but  that  a  certain  num- 
ber of  their  order  be  annexed  to  the  tribunal 
before  which  they  were  to  be  tried:  that  in  all 
causes  between  priests  and  seculars,  an  equal 
number  of  jurors  be  selected  from  both  orders: 

"  Anno  61 5.    This  assembly  is  known  by  the  name  of 
Concil.  Parir;  v. 

that 
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that  all  ihe  "recent  taxes  be  abrogated:  that  chap. 
none  but  natives  be  sent  as  governors  or  dele-  ^.^-v-*^ 
gates  into  the  provinces :  that  every  individual 
be  indemnified  for  any  damage  he  may  sustain 
frpip  undue  extortion  :  and  that  every  man  b^ 
protected  in  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  his 
rights  and  property. 

Such  laws^  duly  administered^  could  not  fail  Mimcen. 
to  promote  the  permanent  felicity  of  a  country : 
^nd  accor'^-ingly  we  find,  that  from  this  time 
the  Helvetic  tribes  became  more  stationary ; 
that  they  improved  their  agi-iculture,  and  stu- 
died the  comforts  of  life.  The  wastes  and  de- 
serts among  the  remotest  Alps,  and  up  to  the 
farthest  boundaries  of  animated  nature,  assum- 
ed a  more  smiling  aspect.  Forests,  however, 
still  prevailed  ;  but  they  gradually  made  room 
for  castles,  convents,  and  solitary  mansions, 
with  each  an  appendage  of  cultivated  land. 
Of  cities  or  large  townships  there  are  few  traces 
within  this  period.  The  dukes  and  counts,  as 
well  as  the  king,  subsisted  on  the  produce  of 
their  lands,  the  culture  of  which  tbey  personally 
superintended.  This  occasioned  a  frequent  in- 
tercourse with  their  inferiors ;  and  the  great 
Charles,  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  enacting 
laws  for  the  most  extensive  monarchy  since  the 
fall  of  the  Roman  empire,  regulated  the  price 
of  eggs  at  his  farms^  and  wore  garm^its  made 
by 
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CRAP.  byliisWife.  The  nobles  maintained  a  cbavmal 
/  intercourse.  Their  visits  and  meals  began  with 
iriendly  embraces  :  the  table  was  spread  with 
rich  carpets,  and  especially  in  the  great  abbeys 
oflea  with  massy  plate.  The  viands  were  dis- 
tributed in  large  pieces  out  of  cupatiioua  bowlft. 
The  guest  consumed  much  bread  and  cheese, 
but  less  wine*'  than  bear  and  mead.  They 
danced  at  their  feast,  but  ever  observed  a  strict 
decorunti  Great  families  prided  themselves  ia 
stores  of  gemSj  plate,  and  embroidered  garments, 
which  they  hoarded  through  genraations;  and 
fondly  boasted  of  them  when  at  a  banquet,  a 
vredding;  the  knighting  of  a  son,  orthe  funeral 
of  a  kinsman,  the  noble  matron  brought  them 
forth  from  the  great  iron  chest,  and  displayed 
them  in  the  spacious  ball." 

"  Wine  wai  so  vnluable  an  article  at  ttis  time,  that  the 
monks  of  St.  Gallen  having  received  a  present  of  a  cas)^ 
vere  Uirown  into  the  greatest  consternation  on  bearing  that 
it  had  fallen  into  a  pit,  and  that  the  wine  was  in  danger  of 
being  lost.  Atler  much  deliberation,  all  human  means  ap- 
pearing inadequate,  they  went  forth  in  solemn  procession, 
'Walked  round  the  pit,  and  sang  devoutly,  "  Good  Lordi  de- 
liver us  I"  Full  of  confidence,  tl)ey  now  made  a  joint  and 
successful  effort ;  and  having  safely  lodged  the  cask  in  their 
cellar,  they  chaunted  a  joyful  Te  Deum :  with  more  reasoBr 
no  doubt,  than  we  are  apt  to  do  after  a  bloody  victory. 

'"  There  are  natives  of  Swsserland  still  living  «^o  remem* 
t>ei  such  primitive  custpms. 

The 
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The  peamntry  in  the  plains  between  the  chap. 
Alps  and  the  Jura  were  chiefly  tenants  of  some  <.^-v-«/ 
lord  or  monastery.  Each  husbandman  vrho  of- 
fered to  settle  on  their  lands  received  4  house^ 
wood,  a  plough,  a  wa^on,  a  team  of  four 
'  oxen,  a  sow,  two  pigs,  a  cock,  two  hens,  a  sickle* 
an  axe,  a  hatchet,  and  seed  for  spelt,  oats,  hemp, 
millet,  beans,  pease,  and  turnips.  The  annual 
rent  was  invariably  fixed ;  and  it  was  paid  in 
kind,  together  with  a  certain  proportion  of  ia-> 
bour.  Kach  spring  and  autumn  he  was  called 
upon  to  till  a  certain  number  of  acres  for  hii 
landlord ;  be  was  bound  to  carry  mesi^s  be- 
tween the  Aar  and  the  Reuss ;  to  fetch  wine 
out  of  the  Brisgau  and  Alsace;  to  entertain 
strangers  three  times  a  year,  and  to  perfo^oi< 
•watch  one  night  in  the  year,  for  which  he  wa^ 
allowed  a  glass  of  beet  and  half  a  loaf  of  bread. 
He  who  had  the  greatest  number  of  children 
was  generally  the  most  thriving  fanner ;  for 
their  hands  earned  more  than  their  mouths  con- 
sumed. No  sooner  bad  the  pastures  in  the 
spring  resumed  their  luxuriant  verdure,  and 
the  new  crop  of  wool  been  delivered  in  by  the 
fearers,  than  the  cattle  were  collected  from  all 
parts  and  driven  with  jovial  festivity  into  the 
Alps.  He  to  whom  twelve  farmers  entrusted 
iheix  cattle  was  called  a  master  shepherd.  In 
the  middle  of  summer  all  the  proprietors  re- 
vot.  I.  0  lurted 
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CHAP,  soried  to  the  mountains^  settled  the  proportion 
'  of  the  produce  due  to  each,  and  spent  some 
days  in  rural  sports  and  conviviality.  The 
landlord  on  every  St.  Andrew's  day  received  hii 
fen}  in  cheese,  whey,  beasts  for  slaughter,  skins, 
felts,  clothj  linen,  nuts,  and  other  fruit.  '^  The 
wool  and  skins  were  manufactured  in  the  coun- 
try ;  and  homespun  cloth  was  the  general  wear 
of  every  class.  Attempts  were  made  to  intro- 
duce tillage  in  the  higher  valleys  among  tht;  ^ 
AIpSj  but  the  climate  was  found  too  sharp  for 
wheat.  Berklinda,  a  lady,  of  large  property, 
yras  at  this  time  in  great  repute  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Muri.  Her  bull,  her  ram  and 
bou  wandered  freely  over  all  the  adjacent  field* 
and  gardens,  for  they  were  the  only  ones  at  that 
time  in  the  vicinity.  Her  large  grazing  farm 
at  BoUiken  boasted  of  franchises  equal  to  those 
usually  granted  to  churches.  Such  rural. opu- 
lence is  ever  attended  with  a  degree  of  patri- 
archal dignity,  which  wealth  acquired  by  deep 
speculation  or  mean  servility  scarcely  ever  ob- 
^ins,  though  it  be  lavished  ever  so  profusely. 

Among  the  lower  classes  of  men  the  shepherd 
of  the  Alps  was  distinguished  by  his  lofty  sta- 
ture and  uncommon  vigour.    His  spreading 

^  This  itatement  ia  chiefly  collected  ftom  the  regist^  of 
Hi*  abbey  of  Muri,  in  the  Argau; 

beard 


'at.:,S:,G0pglc 


THE  HELVETIC  CONFEPERACT.  <   99 

beard.covered  his  haipy  breast ;  and  Iiis  mien  cha^. 
and  features  expressed  sucb  a  conscious  supe-  s,«^v-n^ 
riorityj  that  the  proudest  lord  when  he  met  him 
could  not  refrain  from  bowing  to  him.  Besides 
superintending  his  cattlci  he  was  likewise  a 
hunter,  a  husbandman,  and  a  soldier.''*  Some- 
times be  even  owned  lands  of  independent  te- 
nure. ^  Each  of' them  manufactured  his  own 
implements.  He  was  hence  no  doubt  less  dex- 
trous than  our  artists  in  any  one  craft ;  but  no 
man  is  now  so  variously  skilled  as  be  was.  He 
knew  moreover  how  few  and  limited  are  the 
-wants  of  nature,  and  hence  be  derived  his  inde- 
pendent spirit. 

Such  were,  in  the  days  when  Bertha  spun 
the  garments  of  her  royal  consort  and  progeny, 
and  visited  'her  tenants  on  horseback,*^  the 
simple  manners  of  both  the  B'urgundians  and 
Alemanni  in  Helvetia.  Our  age  may  no  doubt 
boast  of  more  extensive  knowledge  and  more 
refined  improvements:  we  are  better  acquainted 

"  Manyinstancesarerecordedofthe  proweisoftheHd* 
Wtic  soldiery  in  the  service  of  their  sovereigns  j  but,  except 
ia  repelling  the  attacks  of  lome  Lombard,  Saracen,  and 
Madschar  or  Hungarian  invaders;  they  never  fought  in  their 

"  The  proverb  is  atill  in  use  j  Ce  n'at  flui  le  tettu  oi 
Serihejihit.  On  a  seal  of  hers  she  is  represented  spinnii^ 
on  her  throne.    Her  taddleis  still  preserved  at  Fa/erne. 

g2  -wiUi 
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CHAP,  with  the  East  Indies ;  the  West  Indies  are  our 
<  own ;  but  they  koew  how  to  enjoy  the  gifts  of  " 
nature  that  surrounded  them.  Travdlingwas 
then  both  difficult  and  dangerous:  these  people 
therefore  remained  at  home,  improved  their 
native  soil,  preserved  their  candour,  and  loved 
"their  friends.  Writers  of  eminence  have  of 
Jate  extolled  in  glowing  coloun  the  benefits  of 
social  virtuesj  and  the  charms  of  general  phi- 
lanthropy ;  while  depraved  manners  and  selfish 
passions  have  overspread  the  earth  with  crueltj> 
injustice,  apd  desolation, 
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CHAP.  III. 

Hehetia  tender  the  Ge'r manic  Empire. 

'T'HE  Smperor  Conrad  the  Salic  had  a  long 

contest  with  Odo  Count  of  Champagne,  a  ^ 
near  relation  of  the  deceased  Rudolph  King  of 
Burgundy,  who  with  great  valour  defended  tm, 
claim  to  that  crown.    The  event  of  the  war 
proving  indecisive,  Conrad  assembled  at  Paj- 
erne  all  the  lords,  whom  either  hope  or  fear  had 
secured  to  his  int^est,  and  accepted  from  them. 
the  crown  of  Burgundy,  as  a  gift  of  their  f(ee 
choice.     He  even  allowed  himself  to  be  elected 
a  second  time  at  Geneva,  and  was  tiier^  so- 
lemnly crowned  by  the  archbishop  of  Milan. 
The  tim«s  however  were  still  so  calanjiitow,  so 
full  of  faction  and  animosities,  that  the  prelates  ■ 
thoughtitincumbent  on  them  to  interfere;  and  ' 
having  assembled  at  Romont,  in  the  Pays  de 
Valid,  they  agreed  that  on  the  days  and  seasons 
which  our  Lord  had  sanctified  by  bis  birth  and  ' 
passion,*  no  Christian  du>uld,  under  heavy  ec- 

'  Every  week  from  Wednesdaj  evening  to  Hie  next  Mon- 
day morning;  and  every  year  from  the  first  Sunday  in  Advent 
to  the  Octave  after  Epiphany,  and  from  tlie  Septuagesimal 
Sunday  to  the.Octave  after  Easter. 

clcsiastical 
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CHA?.    clesiastical  penalties,  raise  bis  arm  against  ano- 
.'.ther  Christian.    All  Burgundy  accepted  thii 
salutarj  ordinance,  wbicb,  being  considered  as 
a  gift  of  beaven,  was  call^  the  Holy  Truce!' 

After  the  death  of  Odo,  who  .fell  in  a  battle 
near  Bar^  Conrad  finding  himself  in  the  quiet- 
possession  of  the  kingdom,  assembled  a  diet  at 
Soleure,  where  he  revived  the  coercive  l^ws 
which,  during  the  two  preceding  reigns,  had 
been  greatly  relaxed  :  and  transferred  the  ad- 
ministration of  Burgundy  to  his  son  Henry, 
who  afterwards  succeeded  him.  This  Henry, 
soon  after,  became  also  possessed  of  the  Imperial 
dignity,  and  of  the  kingdoms  of  Germany  and 
liOmbardy;  and  reigned  unrivalled  from  the 
Tyber  to  the  Oder,  over  the  fairest  and  most 
populous  parts  of  Europe.  To  the  short  pe- 
riod of  internaltranquiUitythatnow  succeeded, 
are  to  be  ascribed  the  foundations  of  many 
convents  in  the  wildest  regions,  and  the  origin 
of  many  castles  on  the  most  secure  and  pleasaat 
spots  of  this  highly  diversified  country. 

The  most  prominent  feature  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Fburtfa,  son  and  successor  to  the  last 
mentioned  emperor,  was  the  iocessant  struggles 
between  the  Iqiperial  and  Papal  authorities, 
Gregory  the  Seventh^  issued  severe  decrees 

*  Treuga  Dei,  v.  Du  Cange  in  Voce.  , 

I  The  wiebraied  H'^debran  d. 
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ftgftinst  limony  and  fornication.  Bj  the  for-  CHap.  , 
tner  he  meant  to  abridge  the  laity  of  their  pa-  v^rv-^ 
tron^e  over  ecclesiastical  benefices,  and  the 
Object  of  the  latter  wai  to  prohibit  the  marriago 
of  priests :  both  manifestly  aimed  at  strength- 
ening  the  hands  of  the  hierarchy ;  but  Henry 
saw  with  a  jealous  eye  the  altar  rising  to  a 
level  with  the  throne.  The  many  nobles,  pre- 
lates, and  heads  of  religious  communities,  who 
.had  by  this  time  assumed  the  chief  ascendency 
in  Rhfetia  and  Helvetia,  v^ere  either  personaUy 
or  officially  too  deeply  concerned  in  these  dis- 
putes not  to  espouse  the  cause  of  eitlier  party. 
Other  wars  are  usually  carried  on  by  soldiers, 
and  extend  over  a  few  provinces ;  but  religious 
contests  excite  the  zeal  and  stimulate  the  ardour 
of  every  individual  of  either  sex,  of  every  ag«, 
and  of  all  conditions.  The  conflict  becahie 
general  throughout  the  country.  But  before 
this  history  proceeds,  it  may  be  proper  tatake  a 
retrospect  ofthe  origin,  progressive  aggrandize- 
ment, and  fluctuating  fortunes,  of  the  most  con- 
liderable  families,  religious  foundations,  and 
municipal  establishments,  which  now  began  to 
influence  the  fate  of  this  country  much  more 
than  the  destinies  of  the  monarchs,  who  still 
pretended  to  hold  it  under  their  paramount 
.  authority. 
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CHAP.  The  first  who  is  said  to  have  transmitted  hii 
^^-vto  office  as  well  as  honours  to  his  posterity  was 
i.SECDtd  Victor,  a  man  of  high  birth,  and  great  influ- 
ence and  property  near  the  sources  of  the 
dents  of*"  Rhine,  whom  one  of  the  first  kings  of  the 
Franks  appointed  Count  of  toire,  and  Presir 
dent  over  Rhtetia.  From  him  descended  six 
presidents  and  four  bishops,  who  in  the  course 
of  two  centuries  administered  all  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  affairs  of  this  province.  Thello, 
Bisliop  of  Coire  and  President,  waa.the  last  of 
the  race,  and  dying  without  heirs,  bequeathed 
most  of  his  property  to  the  see  of  Coire  and  the 
abbey  of  Disentis.  Charlemagne,  consistently 
with  his  crafty  policy,  abolished  the  office  of 
president,  and  transferred  the  best  part  of  the 
authority  annexed  to  it  to  the  succeeding  bi- 
shops whom  he  knew  to  be  the  creature  of  his 
own  hands.  The  military  command  he  shared 
among  several  counts,  who,  being  generally  at 
strife  ainong  themselves,  were  little  able,  and 
still  less  inclined,  to  give  umbrage  to  the  sove- 
reign. 
TheCoiinw  M  the  GastcT,*  between  the  lakes  of  Wallen- 
bui^°^'  ^^^^  *"^  Zuric,  were  several  estates,  which  hid 
been  conveyed  by  the  marriage  of  ElnOa  a 

■  *  A  valley  so  called  frOm  the  Casira  Rk^tica,  which  had 
been  esuUished  there  b/  the  Boman*  to  curb  the  savage  in- 
hs^mnu  cf  the  higher  Alps. 

CountcH 
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Countess  o£  Coire  to  a,  noble  familj,  vhich  chap. 
beiiif  probably  descended  from  the  Lentienses,  t-^-v-^J 
an  AlemaDnic  tribe,  had  givea  to  the  castle 
thej  afterwards  built  in  the  Argau  the  iiame  of 
Lenzburg.  The  great  benetits  they  conferred 
on  their  dependents  were  amply  requited  by  the 
loTe  and  gratitude  of  the  prosperous  people ; 
and  they,  by  acts  of  kindness,  established  a  firm 
and  permanent  ascendency  over  their  own  ex- 
ten^ve  and  many  neigbbouriog  domains.  They 
enlarged  the  monastery  at  Schennis  in  the  Gas- 
ter  ;*  and  gave  rise  to  many  new  towns,  castles, 
and  convents  in  the  valleys  of  Schwitz  aod  Un-  . 
derwalden,  and  on  the  lake  of  Zug.  The  line 
became  extinct ;  and  the  rich  iuberitance  of  its 
allodial  estates  devolved  to  the  Counts  of  Ky- 
burg.* 

Among  all  the  nobles  who  during  the  reigns  ofKyburg. 
of  the  Carlovingiaa  princes  had  assumed  a  pre- 
ponderancy  which  nearly  eclipsed  the  tiirone. 
Done  were  for  a  tioie  more  eminent  than  the 
Counts  of  Kybuig.  They  were  descended  from 
an  illustrious  race  of  Alemannic  origin,  which 
formerly  resided  at  Altorf  in  &iabia,  the  family 
Beat  of  the  Guelphs ;  and  are  said,  like  those  of 
Jjeozburg,  -to  have  come  into  Helvetia  across 
tiie  lake  of  Comtauce.   Their  liberality  endearc 

'  Founded  by  a  Count  of  Coii^  in  fhe  year  806. 
*  Aaso  1173. 
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CHAV.  ed  them  to  the  people  of  IHiurgau,  where  oij 
i.^'y-^  the  projecting  brow  of  a  high  mountain  on  the 
river  Toss  they  built  their  castle ;  and  during 
the  reign  of  (J!harlemagne  erected  on  the  island 
of  Rbeinau,  tlie  convent  of  St.  Findanus.  They 
owned  likewise  the  town  and  castle  of  Dillingen 
on  the  Danube.  They  obtained  great  opulence 
by  marriages  :  and  an  emperor  is  said' to  have 
gi'anted  to  count  Ulric  large  possessions  in  the 
Thurgau,  as  a  recorapence  for  having  freed 
him  from  a  competitor  to  his  crown,''  Under 
the  appellation  of  Landgrave  "of  Thurgati,  they 
ruled  with  supreme  authority  over  the  whole 
district  from  the  river  Gl'at  to  the  Rhine, 
and  from  the  Aar  to  the  lake  of  Constance. 
After  a  long  and  glorious  succession  Count 
Hartman  died  without  male  issue,^  aad  most 
of  his  fair  possessions  descended  to  the  house 
of  Hapsburg ;  but  to  this  day  do  some  of  the 
greatest  potentates  in  Europe  pride  themselves 
in  the  addition  of  Kyburg,  to  their  other  nu- 
merous and  splendid  titles.' 
ofHapf  Guntram/  a  count  of  an  andient  family  in 
Alsace,  having  engaged  in  an  unfortuoate  coa- 

'  The  assassination  of  Lambert  King  of  Italy,  and  rival 
of  the  Emperor  Arnulphus,  is  an  objcuie,  and^by  no  meant 
well  authenticated  transaction. 

"  Anno  1264. 

*  Aiutria'and  Spain. 
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test  with  the  Emperor  Otho  the  First,  forfeited  CH^p. 
all  the  Imperial  fiefs  he  held  in  that  province,  v-^vw 
and  retained  only  some  hereditary  estates  in  the 
Argau.'"  His  ancestors  had  hoasted  of  ducal 
honours,  and  exercised  great  power  as  Land- 
graves of  Upper  Alsace :  they  had  received  from 
the  new  kings  of  Burgundy  almost  the  whole 
of  the  Erguel."  His  posterity  have  since  been 
obeyed  by  the  nations  on  "the  Po,  the  Danube, 
the  Tagus,  the  Indus,  and  among  the  Cordil- 
leras. But  Guntram  was  at  this  time  so  reduced 
that  he  did  not  think  it  beneath  him  to  harass 
the  inferior  nobility,  and  oppress  the  industrious 
peasants  on  his  small  domain.  He  gradually 
claimed  as  dues  services  which  had  occasionally 
been  tendered  him  as  voluntary,  compliances ; 
and  he  even,  -  without  any  prescriptive  right, 
exacted  stated  contributions.  The  free-hom  94«.  ' 
inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  village  of  Muri 
who  thought  themselves  aggrieved  remonstrated 
with  his  son  LanzoHn  ;  but  this  successor  con- 
tinued the  vexations  practised  by  his  father : 

"'  The  world  abounds  wiUj  pedigrees  of  the  bouse  of 
Hapsburg.  The  Monk  Hetrgott  publit.hed  one,  in  three 
large  folio  volumes.  When  adulation  rose  in  proportion  to 
the  magnitude  of  iu  object,  it  became  an  easy  matter  to  tiaca 
tbe  ilescent  of  this  femilj  up  to  Scipio,  Hector,  Cliam :  ani 
why  not  up  to  Adam  > 

"  A  large  district  of  what  has  till  lately  constitated  tbs 
Stshopiic  of  Basle. 

ho 
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■dVH3  he  promised  them  his  protection,  but  seized 
s^irv-w  OD  their  lands  and  houses,  because  they  would 
Hot  OD  all  occasioni  pay  implicit  obedience  to 
991.  Iu8  commands.  Thus  do  protectors  frequently 
support  the  feeble  and  credulous.  The  same 
people,  accompanied  by  two  nuns,  came  to 
Radbod  ^e  son  of  LanzoUn^  the  seventh  ances- 
tor of  the  ^eat  Rudolph,  and  still  claimed  re- 
dress ;  but  he  also  was  true  to  the  maxims  of 
1020.  his  progenitors,  and  drove  them  from  his  pre- 
sence with  harsh  rebukes.  He  built  the  casUo 
of  Hapsbui^  on  a  woody  eminence  rising  on  the 
plain  which  had  once  been  occupied  by  the  Ro- 
man colony  of  Vindonissa.  He  omitted  nothit^ 
that  could  contribute  to  the  strength  and  security 
of  this  important  seat,  which  stood  in  the  centre 
of  his  patrimony.  lience  from  the  great  ball  ia 
•  the  tower  he  viewed  around  him  many  castles, 
hamlets,  and  dwellings  of  kindred  nobles  re- 
tainers and  vassals,  whom  by  hospitality  and 
krgesses,  which  he  was  enabled  to  practise  by 
the  wealth  he  obtained  from  his  brother  Werner 
Bishop  of  Strasburg,  he  secured  inviolably  to 
the  interests  of  his  aspiring  race.  Some  of  the 
descendants  of  these  nobles  have  reached  our 
times.  Two  minors  of  the  house  of  Hallwyl 
WCTe  lately**  proprietors  of  the  lordship  of  Far- 

**  Anno  1760,    When  Maria  TlieMW  closed  tht  Impe- 
lial  line  of  Hapiburg. 
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vang;eii,  which  their  ancestors  had  ohtainol    chap. 
from  a  Count  of  Hapsburg :  the  Lords  of  Lu- '  •.^-v-^ 
ternau  survived  as  citizens  of  Qerne;  and  some* 
of  the  race  of  Winkelried  existed  still  among  ' 
the  common  people  of  Underwalden.     Few  fa^ 
milies  can  trace  their  lineage  to  so  remote  a  pe* 
jriod ;  aiid  the  heroes  of  the  names  of  Hallwyl 
and  Winkelried  have  a  far  better  claim  to  in^- 
mortal  honours  than  many  of  the  proqdestmo- 
narchs ;  for  men  like  them  can  only  be  found 
at  Marathon**  and  Thennopjlx ;  »t  Sempach 
and  Morat. 

Fourgenerationssucceededto  Radbod>  which 
produced  no  men  of  any  eminence  either  for  vir- 
'iue  or  demerits,  Rudolph,  his  fifth  descendant, 
appean  to.  have  recovered  the  Landgraviate  of 
.  Upper  Alsace ;  and,  tunong  many  other  terri- 
torial acquisitions,  he  likewise  held  the  county 
of  Lauffenburg  on  the  Rhine  As  he  had  ample 
power  to  screen  the  defenceless,  many  convents 
'  and  lay  proprietors  up  to  the  entrance  into  the 
pass  of  St.  Gothard,  placed  themselves  under  isk 
his  protection.  His  two  sons,  Albert"  and 
Rudolph,  shared  the  tnheritance  between  them, 
and  formed  two  distinct  branches ;  thfe  former 
Tctaincd  the  peculiar  appellation  of  Hapsburg, 
and  the  latter  assumed  the  additional  title  of 

^  The  iather  of  tbe  first  King  of  the  KomaDs  of  this  race. 

10  Laufienburg. 

DinitizetiovGoOglc 


110  THE  HHTOftr  OP 

CHAP.  Lauffenburg.  A  grandson  of  thelastmentioned 
».,i»v^  Rudolph,  married  the  heiress  of  the  Count  of 
Rappers^vjl,  aud  his  second  sou,  Everard,  ob- 
tained in  marriage  the  heiress  of  Kyburg,  and 
was  the  founder  of  the  line  of  that  name:  hence 
did  all  those  ample  domains  ultimately  centre 
in  tbeliouse  of  Hapsbuig.  John,  the  sixth  de- 
scendant from  Rudolph  of  Lauffenburg,  had  no 
sons.  He  accepted  of  a  sum  from  his  kinsman 
Leopold,  of  the  Hapsburg  line,  then  Duke  of 
IBB6.  Austria,  and  made  over  to  him  alibis  posses- 
sions. Thus  did  the  Austrian  branch  succeed  to 
all  that  their  oppressions  had  not  forfeited  of  the 
territories  of  their  house,  which  once  extended 
over  the  greatest  part  of  Helvetia.'*  An  uniform 
and  most  happy  coincidence  of  circumstances, 
and  above  all  an  inflexible  adherence  to  a  sys- 
tem of  aggrandizement,  have  since  raised  this 
house  to  the  highest  rank  in  the  Christian, 
world. 
O  ik«  of  The  castle  of  Z^ringen  stood  on  a  hill  not 
far  from  Friburg,  the  capital  of  the  Brisgau  ; 
and  considerable  territories  in  the  Black  Forest, 
and  in  the  plains  of  the  Margraviate  of  BadeUi 

"  Notwittutandiog  the  dii^oroatic  labouri  of  Hengptt 
and  oUier  genealogists,  tiiis  whole  descent  is  involved  in 
some  obscurity.  The  Counts  of  Bheinfetden  are  mentione4 
^  being  a  branch  of  this  house,  one  of  whom,  Rudolph, 
contrnded  for  the  Imperist  crown  with  Heoi7  tbe  Fourth. 

wer* 
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were  once  its  peculiar  domain.  Berthold,  who  chap. 
in  the  middle  of  the  eleventh  century  appears  s.«>-v-o^ 
as  the  first  duke  of  this  name,  is  by  some  re- 
ported fo  have  been  a  third-  descendant  from 
the  abovementioned  Guntram  of  Hapsburg, 
and. nephew  of  Radbod,  the  builder  of  the 
castle  of  that  na^.*  Berthold  had  been  pro- 
mised the  dukedom  of  Suahia ;  but  the  Emperor 
broke  his  promise,  and  the  disappointed  claim- 
ant vowed  vengeance,  which  in  the  inveterate 
wars  that  succeeded  between  the  Mitre  and  the 
Imperial  crown,  he  and  his  posterity  had  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  gratifying.  The  first 
Berthold  was  succeeded  by  a  second  of  that  lorf, 
name^  whose  renown  for  valour,  benignity,  aiid 
justice,  had  endeared  him  not  only  to  his  own 
kindred  and  vassals,  but  also  to  all  the  nobles  of 
his  party,  Svho  considered  him  as  their  friend 
and  leader.     Whenever  a  messenger  brought  ' 

him  disastrous  tidings,  if  he  saw  him  falter,  he 
would  encourage  him  by  his  own  firm  aspect : 
'  Speak  out,'  he  would  say,  '  do  I  not  know 
*  that  life  is  chequered  with  blessings  and  mis^ 
'  fortunes  ?'  This  testimony  concerning  a 
Guelph  is  given  by  a  Ghibelin.'^    In  fighting 

*  Since  th«  publication  of  Scheopflin'i  eicellent  Hist,  of 
the  House  of  ZaeiiDgeD,  this  coujectuie  must  be  wboUy  re> 
linquifthed: 

it  Otho  of  Ftte»n{;«D;   t,  i,  t,  8r  ~ 

'for 
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CHAP,  for  the  Pope,  he  had  at  the  same  time  to  coa- 
•  tend  for  his  own  patrimony,  and  for  the  office 
of  Laudgrave,  -which  his  father  had  held  before 
him.  Amidst  a  variety  of  alternate  fortunes, 
he  succeeded  however  in  recovering  all  his  he- 
reditary estates,  which  the  emperor  had  granted ' 
away  from  his  family  to  the  Bishopric  of  Basle. 
In  an  assembly  of  the  nobles  of  Suabiaj  at  Ulm, 
he  was  chosen  duke  of  that  province ;  but  he 
found  a  formidable  competitor  in  Frederick  of 
-HohenstauQen,  who  claimed  the  office  in  right 
4if  the  emperor's  nomination.  The  competition 
lasted  several  years;  till  at  length  Bertholdj 
commiserating  the  calamities  which  had  long 
desolated  his  and  the  neighbouring  countries, 
resolved  to  sacrifice  a  precarious  aggrandize- 
-  ment  to  the  blessings  of  peace  and  public  wel- 
fare. After  a  contestofseven-and-twenty  years 
between  his  house  and  the  Emperor  Henry  the 
Fourth,  he  repaired. to  the  Imperial  court  at 
Mentz,  and' there  surrendered  the  Dukedwn  of 
Suabia  to  hie  rival.  He  received  in  return  the 
Advocacy,'^  and  all  the  Imperial  prerogatives 

'*  Thia  appellation  must  often  occar,  and  requires  som« 
explanation.  The  ecclesiastical  establishments  not  bemg  in 
general  sufficiently  armed  against  eitemal  violence,  found 
it  expedient  to  have  secular  prolectors,  on  whom  tliey  could 
rely  for  safety  and  defence.  Tliey  of  course  cbose  aotae 
powerM  lord;  ajid  these  ip  their  tuni,  as  the  office  con- 
veyed 
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over  the  city  and  ministers  of  Zuric,  and  their 
several  dependencies  ;  the  first  step  towards  the  ' 
beneficent  influence  which  the  house  of  Zserin- 
gcn  acquired'in  the  sequel  over  the  greatest  part 
of  the  Burgundian  Helvetia,  ofwhichsomany 
incontestable  monuments  have  reached  our 
days. 

A  third  Berthold  followed  next,  of  whom 
nothing  memorable  is  recorded,  except  that  he 
built  and  enfranchised  the  city  of  Friburg  in  the 
Brisgau.  He  was  assassinated;  and,  leaving 
no  male  issue,  was  succeeded  by  his  brother 
Conrad.  Lotharius  of  Saxony^  the  reigning 
emperor,  had  a  warm  contest  with  Reuaud 
Count  of  Chalons,  for  the  succession  of  Bur- 
gundy, the  ■  conduct  of  which  he  committed  to 

veyed  much  power  and'inflaence,  were  ever  solicitous  to 
obtain  it :  many  even  succeeded  to  make  it  hereditary.  In 
German  the  officer  is  called  kasttogt  or  sch'trm-vogt,  which 
in  some  Latin  munimenis  is  sometimes  rendered  castaldus,  • 
but  more  commonly  advocalui.  The  words  advocate  and 
adtiocacy  are  hence  adopted  in  this  work,  though  by  no 
means  the  most  appropriate  terms.  Warden,  provost,  or 
patron,  would  perhaps  have  been  less  exceptionable.  The 
cities  and  free  states,  in  their  infancy,  accepted  likewise  of 
such  protectors,  who  afterwards  often  became  oppressors. 
The  vicedomini,  vidamet,  or  arrogates,  were  lay  olEcers  of 
a  somewhat  similar  though  inferior  nature.  They  admini- 
stered the  civil  jurisdiction  of  the  whole,  or  a  part  of  a  bi- 
shopric. This  otQce  also  often  become  a  permanent  fief  uf 
inheritance. 

VOL.  I.  H  this 
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*^^P-  this  duke.  Conrad  seized  the  count,  and  lei 
'  him  to  a.  diet  at  Strasbui^j  where,  an  acc<Hii- 
modation  having  taken  place,  by  which  the 
■whole  of  the  Helvetic  Burgundy  was  confirm- 
ed to  the  emperor^  he  was  entrusted  with  the 
administration  of  that  province  as  Imperial 
Vicegerent, "  which  office  continued  in  his  fa- 
mily down  to  his  last  descendant. 

He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Bcrthold  the 
Fourth.  The  new  Emperor  Frederick  Barba- 
rossa,  who,  having  great  projects  in  contempla- 
tion, thought  it  expedient  to  court  the  friend- 
ship of  this  dukcj  not  only  confirmed  him  in 
his  vicarial  office,  but  also  added  to  the  Hel- 
vetic province  the  kingdom  of  Arles^  and  more- 
over conferred  on  him  the  advocacies  of  Gene- 
va, Sion,  and  Lausanne,  to  which,  however,  the 
bishops  reluctantly  submitted.  Willing  to 
promote  the  security  of  the  people  committed 
to  his  protection,  the  duke  encouraged  the 
building  of  towns,  which  he  allowed  the  inha- 
bitants to  surround  with  walls.  He  was  too 
magnanimous  to  take  umbrage  at  a  defence 
which  was  not  immediately  derived  from  his 
own  exclusive  power.  Friburg  on  the  river 
Sancn,  is  the  largest  city  that  owes  its  existence 

"  Id  his  charters  he  is  often  slUed  dux,  and  rector  Bur- 

gaaiix. 
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to  tliiis  beneficent  policy :  the  building  of  ckAp. 
Morgesj  and  the  restoration  of  Yvevdun,  are  ..^--v^ 
likewise  ascrihed  to  him.  Berthold  the  Fifth,  iia5. 
his  sODj  adopted  the  same  maxims ;  and  was 
confiUned  in  them  by  the  selfish  reluctance  of 
the  higher  nobility,  who  saw  with  a  jealous  eye, 
the  gradual  rise  of  safe  retre&ts  from  the  power 
they  had  usurped.  Burgdorf  and  Moudon 
are  towns  of  his  promotion.  But  nothing  con- 
tributed more  to  his  fame  than  being  the 
founder  of  the  city  of  Berne,  where  his  memory 
has  till  lately  been  revered  as  a  parent  and 
chief  benefactor.  He  greatly  encreased  the  iigs. 
wealth  he  had  inherited  from  his  ancestors, 
perhaps  more  by  good  fortune  than  by  means 
wholly  unexceptionable.  He  was  so  powerful 
that  the  enemies  of  the  house  of  Hohenstau0en 
ofiered  him  the  Imperial  frown,  which  he  de- 
clined. He  had  two  sons  by  a  first  wife  who 
died  infants,  some  say  from  poison  admiiiistered 
by  his  second  consort  at  the  instigation  of  the 
nobles,  who  reprobated  his  partiality  for  the 
burghers. 

Thus  ended  this  illustrious  line,  than  which  i^is. 
none  has  been  more  beneficial  to  the  countries 
they  governed.  Their  allodial  estates  in  Hel- 
vetia devolved  by  the  marriage  of  Annc-ooe  of  ■ 
the  sisters  of  the  last  Berthold  to  the  house  of 
Kyburg.  The  Emperor  seized  on  the  cities  of 
H  3  Berne 
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CHAP.  Berne  and  Soleure,  which  were  afterwards  de- 
clared  free  and  imperial;  and  the  Bishop  of 
.  Lausanne,  the  Count  of  Neuchattel,  and  other 
neighbouring  lords,  found  means  to  share  some 
parts  of  this  rich  inheritance.  The  present 
Margraves  of  Baden  are  descended  from  Her- 
man, a  second  son  of  the  first  Berthold. 

Tlie  Counts  of  Savoy^  whose  descent  some 
genealog^ts  have  on  slender  grounds  traced  up 
to  the  Saxon  Widekind,  the  rival  of  Charle- 
magne, were  too  opportunely  situated  not  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  means  that  offered  to  ex- 
tend their  boundaries  within  the  limits  of  Hel- 
vetia. Accordingly  they  were  early  possessed 
of  the  advoi-acy  of  the  Bishoprick  of  Sion, 
which  the  Emperor  Henry  the  Sixth,  however, 
unwilling  that  the  important  passes  of  the  Va-' 
lais  should  be  in  any  hands  but  his  own,  re- 
tained in  an  agreement  he  made  with  Count 
Thomas.  They  had  also  some  secular  and 
perhaps  even  ecclesiastical  authority  over  the 
abbey  of  St.  Maurice,"  the  Chablais,'*  and 
the  site  of  the  Equestrian  colony .'"  They  fre- 
quently interfered  in  the  contests  between  the 

'*  Ego  Jmadeus,  Cmtes,  et  Abbas  S.  Mmiricti,  occurs  ia  a 
charter. 

"  This  province  at  that  time  ei  tended  down  to  Vevay  in 
the  Pays  dc  Vaud. 

^  The  district  of  Nyon  up  to  Rolle, 

counts 
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countsand  bishops  of  Geneva,  and  hence  found  chap. 
opportunities  to  encroach  upon  the  territories  s^^v^^ 
of  that  city;  and  Count  Peter  at  length,  afier 
the  extinction  of  the  house  of  Zscringen, .  re- 
duced under  his  vigorous  sway  all  the  parts  in 
the  Pays  de  Vaud  which  the  distracted  'State  of 
the  empire  could  not  retain,  or  were  not  held 
hy  the  Bishop  of  Lausanne.  His  power,  how- 
ever, was  circumscribed  by  various  privileges, 
both  of  spiritual  and  temporal  lords  and  newly 
established  municipalities ;  and  several  domains 
of  the  Counts  of  Gruyeres  and  Neuchattel  were 
dispersed  within  what  were  deemed  the  bounda- 
ries of  this  district. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  Alps,  where  the  river  ororv 
Sanen  changes  from  a  torrent  into  a  more  placid 
stream,  stands,  on  a  verdant  cone  rising  out  of 
a  rich  valley,  the  castle  of  Gruyeres.  The 
origin  of  the  counts  who  owned  it  is  lost  in  the 
obscurity  of  obsolete  tradition.  Their  first 
wars  were  with  the  wolves  and  lynxes ;  their 
mode  of  conquest  was  by  clearing  lands  and 
raising  habitations.  Their  settlements  extend- 
ed up  to  the  sources  ofthe  Sanen  and  the  craggy 
path  that  leads  into  the  Yalais  ;  where  preci- 
pices, cataracts,  and  perpetual  ice  and  snow, 
seem  to  forbid  the  approach  of  man.  Devout 
seclusion  appears  to  have  been  among  the  first 
.motivesthat  brought  inhabitants iato  this  dreary 
1  wiid^erness. 
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wilderness.  The  priory  of  Rougemont  gave 
i  rise  to  a  long  village  at  the  foot  of  mount  Ro- 
domont,  where  without  the  most  persevering 
industry  the  scanty  soil  would  soon  be  washed 
down  into  the  torrent.  The  same  counts  also 
founded  the  abbey  of  Hautecrest,  in  a  valley 
where  the  Alps  subside  into  the  less  elevated 
mount  Jorat :  the  Counts  of  Savoy  endowed 
it  with  Bome  lands  and  privileges,  dependent 
on  their  castle  of  Chillon.  Count  Rudolph  of 
Gruyeres  granted  Bulle^  one  of  his  principal 
towns,  to  the  Bishop  of  Lausanne :  and  his  son, 
another  Rudolph,  purchased  an  absolution  fof 
sacrilege  by  ample  donatives  to  the  church. 

Large  districts  on  either  side  of  the  lakes  at 
the  foot  of  the  Jura,"  which  had  formerly  be-* 
longed  to  the  Kings  of  Burgundy,  were  since 
possessed  by  Ulrich,  a  lord  of  uncertain  origin, 
who  bore  the  titleofConntof  Fenils,  the  place 
pf  his  residence  near  Erlach  on  the  lake  of 
Bicnne,  and  of  Iiord  of  NeuchatteL  Berthold 
liis  fifth  descendant,  assumed  the  title  of  count 
of  the  latter  place.  These  lords  appear  to  have 
often  administered  the  county  of  Bipp.  They 
had  also  frequently  the  superintendance  over 
the  sees  of  Lausanne  and  Basle  ;  the  latter  of 

"  The  country  about  ttie  lake  of  Bicnne,  once  covered 
with  dusky  piiiei,  was  caUeJ  Nugerol,  perbaps  from  Nigra 

r<f"«-  ■       ., 

■which 


:«.i,:sa:,G(">OgIc 


THE  HEITETIC  CONFEDERACY.  119 

Vbich  received  from  them  grants  of  consider-    ckAp. 
able  estates-    The  advocacy  of  the  rich  abbey  ^..^y'im' 
of  Hauterive  near  Friburg  was  theirs.^    Many 
towns  on  the  lakes,  the  Aar,  and  as  far  as  the 
Sil,  owe  their  origin  to  them.     Many, knights,     r^**- 
noblemen,  and  dignified  priests,  were  their  re-  , 
tainers.     The  house  branched  Out  in  the  se- 
quel, and  formed  the  lines  of  Neuchattel,  Ni- 
dau,  Arberg  and  Valengin. 

The  Counts  of  Rapperswyl  owned,  from  Rapp«ff 
times  immemorial,  the  castle  of  that  name,  and 
extensive  territories  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
lake  of  Zuric.  Their  domain  extendefl  over 
the  forest,  up  to  the  summit  of  St.  Gothard ; 
the  pass  over  which,  after  having  rendered  it 
practicable,  they  wholly  commvided."  Count 
Rudolph  built  a  new  town  of  the  same  name, 
at  the  narrowest  part  of  the  lake  of  Zuric,  and  '"*'• 
thereby  secured  another  important  pass  through 
Rhxtia  into  Italy.  They  hence  derived  much 
.  consequence  among  their  neighbours.  Tliey 
had  the  advocacy  over  the  abbey  of  Einstdlcn, 
which  they  had  at  different  times  richly  en- 
dowed. Their  estates  at  length  devolved  to  the 
house  of  Hapsburg  Lauffenburg. 

^  Called  AUenryf  in  most  of  the  maps. 

^  They  held  the  castle  of  Silllnen,  and  the  tower  of  Ges- 
tinen,  on  the  narrow  road  to  the  Devil's  Bridge,  both  which 
they  had  obtained  from  the  moaastery  of  Zuric,  the  owner 
Vf  ti»C  valley  of  Uri, 

The 
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CH.'VP.        The  Counts  of  Tockenburg  were  likewise 
v^^v-ii,^  powerful    ia    two    adjaceat   narrow   valleya. 

bitw'&c  '^'**y  owned  also  the  lordship  of  Uznach  in  the 
Gaster,  and  considerable  estates  in  Rhsetia. 
Their  line  became  extinct  in  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury, and  their  county  fell  to  the  share  of  the 
abbey  of  St.  Gallen.  The  valley  on  the  Rhine, 
above  the  lake  of  Constance,  as  far  as  the  pre- 
sent confines  of  Rhaetia,"  belonged  to  the 
Counts  of  Wcrdenberg.  The  names  of  Thier- 
stein,  Froburg,  Buchek,  and  near  fifty  other 
counts,  and  those  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
barons,  and  upwards  of  one  thousand  noble  fa- 
milies, occur  in  the  annals  of  these  times;  many 
of  whose  descendants  are  still  extant.  Most  of 
them  greatly  contributed  to  the  first  cultivation 
of  the  countrj,  and  the  subsequent  establish- 
ment of  townships;  and  have  since  become 
conspicuous  in  the  struggles  of  the  people  for 
the  attainment  and  preservation  of  their  inde- 
pendence. 

s  EcctfBi-      When  we  read  in  the  ancient  annals  the 

Lords.  names  of  Bishops  of  Aventicum  and  Vindonis- 
sa,  it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that  the  Christian 
religion  had  gained  a  footing  in  Helvetia,  so 
early  as  the  flourishing  times  of  Rome:  but  all 
that  relates  to  the  church,  preceding  the  days 

**  The  Rheintbal,  and  th«  county  of  Sargans. 

of 
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of  Gundioch  the  Burgundian,  is  involved  in    chap. 
impenetrable   obscurity.     Since  his    days  we  ■w*-,^ 
find   Prothasiusj    Superius,    and  Marius,  still  p'»'P"'f 
occurring  with  the  episcopal  title  of  the  re-      ssa. 
stored  Aventicum ;  but  the  last    of  these  is 
reported  to  have  transferred  that  see  to  the 
more  alluring  site  of  Lausanne.     Ample  do- 
mains and  privileges  were  bestowed  upog  this 
see  by  the  priaces  of  the  Cariovingiao  race  and 
the  subsequent  kings   of    Bui^undy.     Hugo 
was  the  benevolent  prelate  who  summoned  the 
assembly  at  Romont  which  framed  and  sanc~     103& 
tioned  the  Holy  truce."     Burcard  granted  to 
the  see  sundry  estates  near  Morat  and  on  the 
lake  of  Geneva,  "^aOd  enclosed  Avenche  with  a 
wall.     He  had  the  confidence  of  the  Emperor,     1089. 
and  fell  in  his  cause  in  the  battle  of  Gleichen  in 
Tliuringia.     Lambert  a  count  of  Granson  was 
less  solicitous  to  enrich  the  btshopriek  than  to 
a^randize  the  family  of  his  nephew,  the  Baron 
of  Blonay,  to  whom  he  granted  all  the  episcopal 
lights  over  the  town  of  Vevay,  near  which  on 
a  hill  the  castle,  from  which  the  baron  derived 
his  name,  stands  on  one  of  the  most  captivating 
spots  on  eaHh. 

Amadeus  de  Hauterive  held  the  bishoprick  at 
the  time  when  Berthold  the  First  of  Zffiringen 

;^*  Seepage  102. 
'"  Lutri,  Corsiez,  Cailly,  9t.  Saphorin. 

obtainpd 
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CHAP,  obtained  the  Imperial  vice^rency  in  the  Bur- 
«  gundian  Helvetia,  together  with  the  advo- 
cacy over  ibis  bishoprick.  This  prelate  was 
held  in  high  estimation  bj  tbe  Duke,  and  also 
by  the  Emperor,  and  the  Count  of  Savoy,  from 
all  of  whom  he  obtained  consido'able  donatives 
and  juridical  franchises.  He  asserted  the  pre- 
'  rt^tive  of  his  see  against  the  Count  of  Geneva, 
who  ofiFered  to  build  a  tower  on  the  highest 
eminence  in  the  city  of  Lausanne.  His  award 
in  a  cause  between  his  canons  and  the  burghen 
of  Ijauganne  was  deemed  so  equitable,  that  the 
record  hat  been  long  admitted  as  a  permanent 
law."  He  bequeathed  two  manors  to  the  see ; 
and  en  his  death-bed  be  summoned  the  Lord  of 
Aubonne,  who  withheld  some  of  its  lands,  to  an- 
swer for  his  sacril^ous  encroachments  be- 
fore the  throne  of  the  Almighty.  Landeric  de 
Dornac  succeeded,  and  after  him  Rogerius,  a 
Tuscan.  Both  maintained  a  severe  contest 
with  the  Dukes  of  Zseringen  concerning  the 
limits  of  the  power  of  the  advocate ;  during 
which  most  of  the  towers  near  Lausanpe  and 
on  the  banks  of  the  lake,  many  of  which  are 
still  extant,  were  erected."    The  feud  was  not 

^  Jtecognitio  jtrdueii  Prxpos.  Laui, 

"  At  Lucens,  Oucby,  Chebres,  Courtille,  &c. 

composed 
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composed  till  the  extinction  of  the  hoilse  of  chap, 
Zteringen.**     ,  y^/'^y^ 

The  I^end  of  Florentius  Bishop  of  Viodo-  Con««K,. 
nissa,^  who  is  said  to  have  suffered  martyrdom 
early  in  the  fifth  century,  proves  the  traditional 
account  of  the  antiquity  of  this  see.  There  is 
better  evidence  that  it  was  transferred  to  Con- 
stance at  the  time  when  Theodobert  King  of  *•'• 
Austrasia,  in  a  war  with  his  brother  Thierri,  de- 
molished the  former  city.  It  became  in  the  se^ 
quel  one  of  the  most  dignified  and  extensive 
sees  in  the  Germanic  empire,  and  its  spiritual 
jurisdiction  extended  far  into  the  Alemannic 
part  of  Helvetia;  but  the  vicinity  of  the  abbey 
of  St.  Gallen  absorbed  most  of  the  rich  temporal 
endowments,  which  otherwise  would  probably 
have  fallen  to  the  share  of  this  bishoprick. 

Another  legend  ascribes  to  St.  Luoius,  a  son  c<«* 
to  an  ideal  British  king  in  the  second  century, 
the  foundation  of  the  bishoprick  of  Coire ;  and 
to  his  name  is  in  fact  dedicated  the  oldest  church 
in  this  ancient  city.  At  the  head  however  of 
the  Ijetter  authenticated  list  of  bishops  stands  «!■ 
Azimus,  whose  name  is  found  among  the  pre- 
lates who  attended  the  council  of  Chalcedon. 

™  At  the  Reformation,  this  bistioprick  was  transferred 
to  Friburg, 

"  Tlie  same  Florentius  is  by  Sigebert  also  called  Epacopiu 
Sedunensis, 

Paschal,, 
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CHAP.  Paschal,  of  the  family  of  the  Victors,  was  in  the 
»  eighth  century  at  the  same  time  bishop  of  this 
see  and  husband  to  iSsopia/'  of  a  noble  indi- 
genous family.  They  and  their  son  Victor  who 
succeeded  in  the  bishoprick,  founded  the  mo- 
nastery of  Catzis,  and  contributed  largely  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  valley  from  whence  they  de- 
rived their  origin.**  Thello  was  the  last  bishop 
of  this  race,  and  endowed  the  see  with  many 
and  large  domains  all  over  Rhaetia.  To  these 
was  added  by  Charlemagne  the  highest  secular 
power.  Except  a  son  of  the  Emperor  Frede- 
rick the  First,  no  advocate  appears  to  have  ever 
interfered  with  its  prerogatives;  insomuch 
ttat,  as  may  be  gathered  from  many  acts  of 
feudal  supremacy  still  in  force,"  the  Rhieti 
could  scarce  look  up  to  any  sovereign  but  the 
bishop.     He  had  many  contests  for  the  main- 

"  She  iras  likewue  called  Bpiscopia,  and  has  been  sttled 
Atttwtia  OtTiettm. 

,  ^  Tomiliasca  or  Domes^a,  perhaps  comparatively  so 
called  from  its  vicinity  lo  some  of  the  most  dreary  spots  in 
nature.  In  this  remote  valley,  not  above  five  mites  in 
length,  are  no  less  than  seventeen  ancient  castles.  ■ 

^  Thehouseof  Austria  to  this  day  hold  certain  fieis  from 
the  see  of  Coire,  for  which  they  perform,  by  deputy,  the 
<^ce  of  cupbearer  to  the  bishop.  The  office  of  marshal  is 
■  appnipriated  to  the  family  of  Planta,  who  long  possessed 
considerable  feudal  tenures  under  the  see,  chiefly  in  the 
Engadinc. 

tenaflce 
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tenance  of  this  pre-eminence  ;  but  the  Refor-    chap. 
mation  was  the  blow  to  which  he  was  at  length   t-^-v-^^* 
compelled  to  yield  a  great  part  of  his  wealth 
and  consequence. 

The  bishoprick  of  Sion  yields  perhaps  to  ^ob. 
none  in  point  of  antiquity.  After  the  legen- 
dary founders,  we  find  two  Bishops  ofOctodu- 
rum  mentioned  as  having  attended  several 
councils.^'  The  Emperor  Charlem^ne,  and 
those  of  his  successors  who  knew  the  conse- 
quence of  this  important  station,  thought  it 
more  expedient  to  a^randize  the  bishop,  than 
to  entrust  the  command  of  the  passes  into  Italy 
to  laymen,  who  would  not  fail  to  convert  it  to  ■ 
the  advantage  of  their  families.  Even  the 
'  Dukes  of  Zsringen,  on  whom  the  advocacy 
had  been  conferred  by  the  Emperor,  and  the 
Counts  of  Savoy,  who  had  greatly  extended 
their  influence  in  these  parts,  refrained  from 
contending  with  the  bishop  for  ambiguous  pre- 
rogatives. He  was  constituted  Count  and  Pre- 
fect of  the  Valais  ;  was  authorized,  in  case  of 
need,  to  raise  forces,  to  lay  on  tolls  and  imposts, 
and  to  hold  courts,  before  which  he  had  the 
right  to  summon  even  the  free  barons  within 
his  J  urisdiction. 

"  Constatitiu.s,  anno  A^^ ;  Rufijs,  anno  540.  Octodumia 
is  the  present  Martigny,  and  maj-  have  been  an  occasional 
residence  of  the  early  bishops,  who  at  other  times  are  called 
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Proofs  are  not  wanting  'that  the  bishoprick 
J  of  Geneva  is  of  so  early  a  date  as  the  fourth 
century.  The  Counts  of  that  name,  who,  during 
the  feeble  reigns  of  the  last  Kings  of  Bur- 
gundy, rendered  their  power  hereditary,  main- 
tained a  constant  strife  with  the  prelates,  con- 
cerning the  limits  of  their  respective  rights.  At 
one  short  period  when  Aymo  was  count,  and 
Guido  his  brotlier  held  the  crozier,  not  only 
were  the  feuds  suspended,  but  many  of  the  un- 
questionable appurtenances  of  the  church  were 
freely  sacri6ced  to  fraternal  kindness.  Hum- 
bert de  Grammont,  the  successor  of  Guido, 
claimed  the  full  restitution  of  all  that  had  been 
thus  alieQated ;  and,  under  the  authority  of  a 
legate,  a  compromise  was  made,  which  has  been 
long  considered  as  the  code  of  laws,  in  all  con- 
cerns that  related  to  the  rival  powers  of  the 
count  and  bishop.  Aymo  swore- fealty  to  the 
bishop,  as  to  his  liege  lord,  and  was  constituted 
the  criminal  magistrate  of  the  episcopal  juris- 
diction; with  limitation,  however,  that  b« 
should  try  no  culprit  who  had  not  been  official- 
ly presented  to  htm;  that  he  should  not  reside 
at  Geneva  without  the  bishop's  consent;  nor 
ever  resume  any  fief  granted  by  him  to  an  ec- 
clesiastic, as  long  as  the  bishop  defended  the 
grant. 

The  Duke  of  Zaeringen  having  obtained  the 
Imperial 
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Imperial  Vicegerency  in  the  Helvetic  BuT'  chai 
£Undy,  aware  of  the  importance  of  the  pass  of  v.^^y^. 
Geneva,  conferred  the  advocacy  of  that  see  on 
Count  Amadous,  grandson  of  Aymo,  who  had 
extended  his  power  far  along  the  northern 
banks  of  the  lake!  Arducius  of  Faucigoy  was 
then  bishop.  He  strenuously  assertei  bis  pre- 
latic  supremacy  over  the  city,  and  the  episco- 
pal domains.  After  having  repelled  various 
daring  attempts  of  the  count,  he  repaired  to  the 
Imperial  court,  exhibited  his  titles,  and  ob- 
tained an  awardj  which  decreed- that  his  see 
should  have  no  advocate  but  St.  Peter ; "  that  im 
he  should  depend  solely  on  the  Emperor ;  and 
that  whenever  this  monarch  came  to  Oeneva, 
a  three  days'  titany  should  be  sung  for  the 
prosperity  of  the  holy  Roman  empire.  Thus 
wiui  Arducius  confirmed  as  supreme  Lord  of 
Creneva,^  immediately  under  the  empire :  and 
it  had,  in  a  former  ^reement,  been  stipulated, 
that  the  count  should  be  a  faithful  advocate 
under  the  authority  of  the  prelate." 

Arducius  was  still  bishop  when  Count  Wil- 
liam, son  to  Amadeus,  fortified  his  castle  on  an 
emineace  in  the  city,  and  betrayed  a  disposition 
to  renew  the  contest  with  the  see.     Naotellin     nss. 

^  The  patron  of  Geneva. 

"  SupTemus  Dominus  atque  Princeps. 

^  CotiKS  JideUs  advocatui  mb  episcopo  este  debet. 

succeeded 
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CHAP,  succeeded  the  venerable  Arducius:  he  siitn- 
moncd  thp  count  before  the  Imperial  court.  Who, 
after  having  made  his  appearance^  and  found 
that  the  decision  was  likely  to  prove  unfavour- 
ahlcj  absconded,  and  by  this  contumacy  suf- 
fered a  severe  sentence  to  be  passed  against  him. 
The  crusades  having  about  this  time  engrossed 
the  attention  of  all  Christendom,  the  bishop 
suspended  the  execution  of  the  sentence,  and 
soon  after  agreed  to  an  accommodation,  which 
was  reciprocally  confirmed  by  oaths  taken  at 
the  altar  of  St.  Peter.  He  asserted  his  suprc~ 
macy :  but  his  princely  power  began  gradu- 
ally to  decline ;  the  people  in  all  these  strug- 
gles having  made  considerable  advances  to- 
wards independence,  and  the  emperota  also  be- 
ing beot  on  objects  of  far  greater  magnitude 
than  the  trivial  concerns  of  this  see,  and  its  con- 
tentions with  the  count.  Bernard  Chabert  the 
next  bishop  revived  faisclaims,  and  insisted  upon 
the  execution  of  the  sentence ;  to  enforce 
which,  he  called  in  the  aid  of  Thomas  Count  of 
Savoy,  who  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity 
of  extending  his  frontiers  towards  Geneva. 
Peter  de  Sessons,  the  successor  of  Bernard, 
conferred  great  benefits  on  the  city,  and  en- 
riched the  bishoprick:  but  he  was  inconsistent; 
he  neglected  the  sacred  functions  of  his  office, 
aud  conducted  himself  with  so  much  levity  and 
indecorum. 
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indecMnErmj  that  he  alienated  the  actions  of  chap. 
the  people.  Geneva,  under  fo  fluctuating;^  a  w-v-w 
goTcmoiHlt,  would  infallibly  have  fitllen  a  prey 
to  the  Counts  of  Savoj,  had  not  the  Dukes  of 
2«ring;en  interposed  their  predominant  author 
itty.  Meanwhile  great  disorders  prevailed  in 
the  city,  and  Aroughout  the  country ;  and  the 
consequence  of  the  bishop,  as  well  as  the  count, 
sunk  gradually  in  proportion  as  the  people  wue 
left  to  provide  for  their  own  safety.  It  re- 
quired DO  uncomoioQ  degree  of  sagacity  to  fore- ' 
fee  aa  impendii^  change ;  but  no  one  could 
prognosticale  what  would  be  the  fate  of  suc- 
ceeding genermtiom.** 

Of  Pantaltts,  a  bishop  of  the  Raiiraci  in  the 
former  part  of  the  third  century,  no  better  evi-  """^ 
dence  is  extant  than  the  legend  of  the  eleven 
thousand  virgins,  with  whom  he  is  said  to  have 
suffered  martyrdom.  The  transfer  of  the  see 
from  the  Augustan  colony,  which  is  supposed 
to  have  been  demolished  by  Attila,  to  Skule,  ts 
ascribed  to  Walao,  dtout  the  middle  of  the 
eighth  century.  Waldo  and  Hatto  were  two 
men  of  distinguished  worth,  whom  Qbarle- 
niagne  preferred  to  this  bithoprick,  and  em- 
ployed in  many  of  hU  negotiations.  The  latter 
he  sent  ambassador  to  ConstantinQple,  and  in- 

*  Tbe  biihoprick  of  Geneva  was,  at  die  SeftnBatioii, 
tnosfened  to  Juomcj,  ia  Stmy. 

Tot.  I.  I  duocd 
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CHAR'  dbcedt.him-to  reUi^'tbebishdpvif/lt.  -ThisiJee' 

»3-i.       Heitry  tbfi  tnicimil,  ^d^dkailt  Hie  mitjro^Mt&tti 

i(»9-      eatcDMvevlRqds.anil^iiaitbhffi^ff.ia' Als&cH  aii^^^ 
CMtlfiDB  thcmwBirt."  Th^  6»fe(i-BftiliQ|J-ob^' 

gnndy^'  ti»e  abbey  AfiAiViaster  in  G-randvttVJ  w  iHi' 
alliits.  dcpHiileniciM  and  pHiil^s.-  •  P^:  tlie- 
eKliot'titoB  of  fhelloti^  of  Zff«M|r<^({'tfije  s^  ob^-.' 
ISIS.  tiiuGtt  librwiBc  ibt  pn9ces((iti|i,«i&«!i@  U>wn  ef^ 
Bd^a(1t.;-WiicU!bd\^feser-■ptorfed:licfiJftl!«f,,tt'fi 
great  contention  between  flw.HMiopatieiniy  Oft 
tWiioiisojn£'£ftieabaiUct,  ails' the  Hsfiiiini^^- 
i^*''"^lph;oeHai|rebwtp:;tbe..iatter(ifW*it>(H;seii5edit 
mA  tltettBislto[k.Te(Lecai()tli'it -ivi^  » Ikr^'^Unt'' 
of moadjt".  S'besaBaie  liijiify  lOi^eakolargi^- 
art>ituiiiti%as-faj  fu^htfsi:,  aiul  dibobi^  thke  tbe^  < 
tgwn  aad-'Castfe  lifPoieittrtiii  \9hJi^-be«aii)6^at- 
t^  Re^-na&tijoa^ajid  ]iii£  tft-otir  iftiw&:««^f^ftd 
t«jbe;i6iielet»Uaopati*sidbiicd.  '  *  ^' 
Abbeyt  cA*n»Bg.  tIie.^Stot3;whb,.in'the'-'0A*\^-ag«9'6f' 
CbH^knity*  .irriiaHited'  the  Httrft-'ef-  I'relaiifh- 
w«RB  sfeY^a);ni0R)ii£  udbl^bi^tU,  ^ho  had  Etd-' 

•^■^ftlirfmaje?  Of  ircnry'and  of  liisympress  dmiigimda',  ■ 
areaci^Bretfovar  a<l»br^3ftlt*?  chiffch.    "  -  •*  Pfeftingen. " 

"  Wlien  this  bi.sh»|>  heard  tliat  Umlolph  hnd  been 
eWH6a-'3!;n>peior,''li*  t-xKlaimcd,  "'Sir  firm,  good  Lord  of 
lie^vcn,  or  this  man  will  di-^  tiree  i^iim  Illy  fliforie  !" 

li  -1  -dfcttd 
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dieted  themselves  to  letters/andj  from  a  love  of    cHAjP. 
tranquil  contempktioiij  hail  withdrawn  them- 
selves from  all  intercourse  with'  (Ticir  rude  coun- 
trymen. ColUmhail  crossed  over'^o' the  tiebrides, 
and  founded  ah  abhcy'  On  the  ik\e  of  Jona. 
Ancient  books  b^Ve" lately  been  ftund  on  this' 
island;  and  here  is  the  ; 
liist  said  to  have  been  s 
Many  resorted  from  this 
ed  monastery  of.Baiigor; 
allured  by  the  mildness  o 
and  perhaps  by  a  desire 
the  first  seats  oflcafnii 
Gautj  and,  on  approac! 
with  admiration  their  r 
tains  on  a.far  greater  sea 
■  Magnus,  and  niiie  othei 
valley  among  the  Vaugcs 
ed  sorne  warm  medicin 
founded  a  convent,"  anc 
li^tors,   instructed  the  p 
and  agriculture-     Brun 
trasia,  resented  the  admc 

her  grandson  Theodoric  against  the  crime  ot 
incest,  and  caused  him  to  be  banished.  He. 
with  his  companiojis  withdrew  ini.g  the  A^^' 
mannic  part  of  Helvetia,     At  Tuggeii  on  tEe 

"  in  the  year  1326.  v.  Pennants  Tour  fh  Scotland. 
"  Mountains  between  Alsac&and  FrancliS^&hitfi.  " 

1 3  Liowiaty     - 
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CHAP.   limmat/*  and  at  Bi^coz  on  the  lake  of  Con- 

k^-v-^  stance  they  preached  the  gospel  of  peace,  de- 
stroyed the  idols  of  the  God  Wodan^  burnt  his 
templ^j  and  cast  the  offerings  into  the  lake. 
The  people,  exasperated  at  this  profanation  of 
their  wonted  rites,  did  not  refrain  from  blows, 
and  compelled  the  holy  men  to  fly.  Gatlus 
crossed  over  to  Arbon,*°  where  Willeran,  a 
priest,  had  been  detained  by  sickness.  Coluia- 
ban.  vith  his  friend  Sigebert,  retired  into  the  , 
higher  AlfiB^  where  having,  by  paths  long  aHer 
deemed  intpracticable,  reached  the  top  of  St^ 
Gotbard,  they  parted.  Sigebert  descended  into 
a  gloomy  deO,  near  the  sources  of  the  Rhine. , 
Here  he  instructed  the  savage  Rhieti,  lived  in  a. 
lonely  cave,  and  cheerfully  submitted  to  all 
kinds  of  austerities,  provided  he  inight  spread 
comfort  and  instruction  around  him.  At  length 
he  foundedthe  abbey  ofDisentis,  which  Placidns 

CiMDtu.    a  native,  the  presidents  of  the  Victor  family, 
^''*'     and  long  after  fhe  pious  Cunigunda,  the  consort 
of  the  EmperbrHenry  the  Second,  endowed  with 
considerable  estates,  revenues  and  privileges. 

n.  GaBen.      Gallus  learnt  from  one  of  his  deacons,  who   . 
■wras  a  huntsman,  that  in  the  woods  above  Arbon 
lay  a  small  sequestered  vale,  watered  by  a  brook 
called  the  Steinach,  and  inelesed  by  steep  hills, 

"  Jd  cppai  Laau,  near  the  head  of  the  lake  of  Zuric.  . 
*^  An  snciwt  castle  on  the  western  banks  of  the  lake  .of 

Coiutaoce. 

which 
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which  joined  on  to  lofty  mountains  whose  snowy  chap. 
summits  rose  far  above  the  clouds.  The  saint  ^^r-y^ 
and  b)s  companions  instantly  repaired  to  this 
remote  solitude,  and  near  a  fall  of  the  Steinacfa 
laid  out  a  garden,  erected  cells,  pastured  a 
small  flock,  fished  with  nets  of  their  own 
making,  and  thus  rescued  the  spot  from  the 
wild  state  of  nature.  Count  Talto,  Chamber- 
lain of  the  Austrasian  court,  gave  them  a  formal 
grant  of  the  land.  Gallusdeclinedthebishoprick 
of  Constance;  and  after  living  ten  years  in  this 
peaceful  retreat,  with  friends  his  heart  approv- 
ed, he  died  at  Arbon  of  a  ferer.  Half  a  century 
after  his  death  wax  founded  on  this  spot  the  ab- 
bey of  St.  GaUen,  under  &ie  auspices  of  tVpin  m 
de  Heri^l,  mayor  of  the  palace  in  France,  who 
placed  it  under  the  immediate  patronage  of  the 
king.  Othraar  the  first  abbot  established  a 
school,  which  he  annexed  to  the  foundation,^ 
and  in  which  the  Icarniii^  derived  ftoin'the 
Scots,  and  a  fervent  love  of  science,  have  been 
long  prcsftTcd  in  an  almost  miraculous  manner. 
The  abbots  Waldo,  Gosbert,  and  Harmuth,  • 
founded  and  enriched  a  library,  to  which  we 
owe  the  preservation  of  Tully's  books  on  the 
laws,  and  on  the  scope  of  human  actions."  On 
tliis  very  spot,  which  Ammianus  has  described 
as  most  dreary  and  desolate,  have  his  own  history 

f  De  l^ibut,  et  dc  finibui, 

and 
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CHAP,  and  the  werks  of  Quintilian  been  preserved  by 
vj.-v-.wi  secluded  monks.  Ilarmiitb  transcribed  with  bis, 
own  hand  the  general  institutes  of  erudition." 
Tlie  library  contaiocd  the  Latin  grammarians/* 
sundry  works  on  history  and  geography,*"  and 
a  map  of  the  world.  Scots  and  Anglo-Saxons 
still  resorted  to  the  abbey  founded  by  their 
•  countryman ;  and  frOm  them  did  the  monks 
chiefly  imbibe  their  taste  for  knowledge.  These 
monks  ventured  now  to  discriminate  in  the  ca- 
nons of  the  scriptures  the  books -which  ajc  of 
divineorigiii  from  those  which  appear  spurious. 
The  Grs?''  langimge  was  pot  wholly  neglected 
by  them :  and  altfiough  the  study  of  the  ancient 
poet«  appeared  useless  to  the  hoary  fathers,  yet 
j  the  less  vener^lp  b/etjjren  learnt  Virgil  by 
heart,  and  aOecfed  to  call  tlieir  monastery  the 
CommonvviiiiUh,  aptj  their  chapter  its  senate. 
Before  tJie.niore.  general  difTusion  of  letters  ,' 
'  no  ray, of  jjitelleijtual  light  had  dawpcd  on  the 
Alemannic  part  of  Helvetia  but  what  came 
ffom  the  abbey  of  St,  Galten  ;  no  school  was 
equal  to  this  for  all  manner  of  erudition,  and, 
what  was  theo  bejd  in  liigh  estimation,  for  vo- 
cal music,  prosody,  and  a  neat  hand-writing. 
Its  strict  discipline  was  admired  by  the  Empe- 
roF  Coni-ad,  who  when  on  a  visit  having  thrown 

*"  Boethi«s,  Martian.  Caprila,  B«da  de  Nat.  rer.  et  temp. 

*°  Priscian.  Isidori  Etymolog. 

''  Splini  Polyhist;  Excerpta  de  Pffipp.  (Trogo)  Oroslus. 

apples 
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4^rplessivibi^tlie'pi/pils,  notoad-ofthcni  totned    chap. 

away;  his  «ye8  firomlhb  boojibefoft'liirtt.  Thus  ^.^--n^ 

ai^  tKc'RomJlng  aaidito  bavK  ctH;ainp«d  iti  the 
midst  t)i  'OTcbarda,  and  to  have  lef%  the  ripe 

fruit  .untoudied.  One  of  tlio  most  Eminent 
men  educated  in  this  seminary  was  -Eckard, 
who  at  an  assembly  at  Metits  lAet  six  bishops 

-wlio'had"  been'  bis  sehoolfrlWtWB,  Hedwig 
Duchess  of  Suabia,  offered  to  grant  an  estate  to 

•the  abbey,  on  conditron  -that  he  might  be  al- 

-lowed  to  reaide  at  her  castle  at .  Holiontwiei. 
She  was.higiily  aiccomplidied  and  so  Te^ered, 

-that  tire  mostoolemn.  oath  in  Siiabia  was,  '  by 
Wis  life  of  Hedwig,'     Eickacd  excelled  all  his 

'  contemporaries  '  in '  'elegant^  endo<^vmcnts  :  his 
manaeis  werecaptiTdtiiE^,  hU  language  im^es- 

-sive,  his  eyes  piercing  aftd  persuasivb,  hie'person 
talLand  coflncly:  he Jiequently  attended  Hed- 
wig ;  and  ihey  read-  fli«  ancients."     SoIomoUj 

.  of  the  illustrious  hou6«-of-Ramschwag  in  Thur- 
gati,  was  another  bright  •omameiit-of  this  school 
and  abbeys  over  -which  he  presided  near  thirty 
years.  He  was  at  the  saifle  tirjife  Bishop  of 
Constance,  and  Abbot  of  PfeDRtPS  Attd'of  ten 
other .  mona^ries.  He  was  ^minfifttly  dietin- 
guisbed  for  Biental'ciid«wnieuts,]earning,  an<l 
a  due  Bcnscof  the  decorum  that  became  liis  rank 
.and.station.  '  Ue  was.  in  tbe  coofdewco  of  five 
'Succesaive  cKt^iUrEdUid  iB»Q.y  ;prinoei^artd  pre- 
"  Eckard  wjotf  aChroDicleQfhisabbey,  aid  Jiedmygfli 
latcs, 
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ates,  to  whom  hU  counsels  ai^  Xvit^  conTene 
i  had  become  indispensably  nrcessary.  Keon^ 
'  wold  a  bishop  came  unbassador  frc»n  Athelstaa 
King  of  England,  and  in  the  name  of  his  so- 
vereign entered  into  a  friendly  compact  wifli 
this  abbot.  His  sermons  drew  floods  of  teue ; 
while  no  one  at  the  £mpcr(»'s  table  sported 
with  more  wit  and  refined  urbanity.  While 
young  he  had  been  too  much  beloved  by  the 
daughter-in-law  of  a  ooblunan  who  had  enter* 
taioed  hiin  in  his  castle :  sb^  bore  hint  a  daugh- 
ter, who  was  so  proud  of  such  a  fiither,  that  she 
r^ected  the  addresses  of  the  Emperor  Arnul- 
phus,  and  afterwards  manied  into  the  house  of 
Kybu^.  He  was  envied  by  the  monks,  but 
they  could  not  wittihold  the  admiration  due  to 
his  exalted  merit.  He  was  splendid  and  hos« 
{Mtable.  On  ^e  first  day  of  eadi  month  h$  en-; 
tertained  bis  monks;  at  Constance  he  kept  open 
table  for  tiie  ciUzens  aiid  clergy.  He  had  a 
'  massy 'cup  of  gold,  richly  inWd  with  genn;  a 
bf  ass  bason,  wrought  with  figures  of  exquisite 
'  workmanship;  and  large  tables  of  ivory.  The 
Imperial  comooinaries  of  Suabia,"  Berthold  and 
Erchanger,  saw  with  jealous  eyes  the  influence 
he  had  oUaiued,  and  the  ample  donatives  that 
were  heaped  upon  him.  They  insulted  him ; 
and  coming  to  an  open  rapture  they  sazed  his 
»  The  office  of  Duka^Suabia  bad  boon  suspended  sine* 

*«  time  of  Pepin.  .  .    . 

person; 
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person,  and  conveyed  liim  to  a  castle  where  chap. 
Bertha,  the  wife  of  Errhanger,  was  then  resid-  \^-v^^ 
ing.  Bertba  was  struck  with  terror  when  she 
hesrd  o€the  daring  outrage.  She  hastily  pre- 
jHtred  a  room  and  an  altar  for  the  captive  bishop, 
came  in  tears  to  meet  him,  and  praypd%>r  tbe 
kifla  of  peace.  Meanwhile  the  friends,  kinsmen, 
ftnd  retainers  of  the  bishop  assembled,  and  meet- 
ing with  the  commissaries  in  a  wood,  secured 
tiiem.  The  garrison  of  the  castle  hereupon 
surrendered,  and  Solomon  came  forth,  leading 
Bertha  by  the  hand,  whom,  together  with  all 
her  property,  he  immediately  restored  to  Her 
rehitions.  The  commissaries  were  impeached, 
condemned,  and  publicly  executed  at  Mentz ; 
'  and  Suabia  was  again  committed  to  the  govern* 
ment  of  a  duke.** 

The  abbey  had,  by  such  accumulated  granf«, 
been  so  much  aggrandized  as  to  excite,  when 
under  an  enterprising  abbot,  the  jealousy  of  all 
its  neigbbours.  The  Abbot  Utiic  of  Epp^n- 
steiij/son  to  a  Duke  of  (^arinthia,  found  him- 
self at  once  assailed  by  tbe  Ouke  of  Zseringen, 
the  Counts  of  Kybui^  and  Tockenburg,  alt  the 
great  Lords  of  Thurgau,  a  Chief  from  Upper 
fRhsetta,  and  all  the  vassals  of  the  Count  of  Nel- 
lenburg  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  Rhine. 
.Being overpowered,  he  fled  to  AgenontheGa-    losa. 

**  Solomon  wa»  Bi^liop  and  Abbot  of  St.  Gallen  fiom 
•9110919. 

ronne ; 
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ffHA?.  roonc;  and liis  monks,  rath^t^ai^Tia^f^tjieir 

•..^v-'O  allegiance  to  their  spiritual  .&t4'(^r;,'iwittyir6\v 

(Appen-    intotbe  remote  Alpine  valleys  aJiovijSt.Gallen; 

in.pnc.^f 'which,  anioiig  eiuffjiA»i^''jvcCtp^s 

and;  foapiiiig  torrents,  »  ibruicr  abbot -lm6'.coa-- 

,i[efte(Kft»  humble  c^l,  raised  by  thegfeephcEds 
for  their  devotions,  into  a  more  Mnpkedifict, 

,whii'h  has  since  become  the  parodiinl  :obiirdi 
€>f  Appenzei."  Ulric,  watchhig  a  -favourable 
opportunity,  returned,  dcfeatcdhis  rneitiiee,  ahd 
received  full  compensation  for  the  depredatioos 
committed  on  his  abbey.  He  combined  with  a 
congiderable  share  of  the  learning  of  his  timefe, 

■  and  at  least  the  semblance  of  piety,  such  natu,- 
rai  endowments  as  would  infallibly,  in  ancient 
times,  hava  placed  him  at  the  head  of  a  Grcdi 
republic.  He  was  forty-six  years  Abbot  of  St- 
Galleu  and  Patriarch  of  Aquileia ;  and  though  < 
surrounded  by  enemies,  excommunicated  by  the , 
Pope  on  account  of  his  firm  adherence  to  the 
Emperor,  at  constant  variance  with  the  advo- 
cate of  his  abbey,  and  incessantly  harassed  by 
Gebhard  of  Zteringcn  Bishpji  of  Constance, 
>vho  carried  fire  and  sword  to  the  walls  of  the 
wonastery,  whilst  his  brother,  Bcrthold  the  Se- 
cond, invaded  the  very  choir  of  the  collegiate 
church,  he  nevertheless  preserved  the  love  of  his 
l>eople,  -aud  secured  the  admiration  of  posterity. 
U  udaunted  in  the  midst  of  repeated  misforturtes, 

*'  Abbatis  Cella,       '  '  '"  ' 

4  he 
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iw  could  never  be  brought  to  sue  focpeace;  noi"    C9AP. 
did  his  succeeses  ever  induce  him  to  commence  y-ir-y-^ 
a.  war,   or,  contrary'  to  the  usual  practice  oi" 
:prelate8,  to   provide 'for  the.  aggr^ndizeoieiit 
qf  his  family.    Such  ■were  the  men  who  occasioQ- 
ally  presided  over  this  vciierahle  abbey,  an^   . 
whose,  exam  pies  the  historian  may  surely  dweU  '■ 
upon  with  complacuncy,  since  tliey  so  raccly 
occur  in  the  annaJs  of  human  nature.^'f 

Fridoliiius,  another  illustrious  Scot  from  theSecWogen. 
north  of  Ireland,  had,  befoi'e  the  arrival  of  Cal- 
lus, already  founded  a  ladies'  mijoastery  on  the 
island  of  Seckingen,  in  the  Bhiae,  near  the  se- 
cond cataract  below  Sbafl'hausen,"     Clovis  the 
First,  King  of  tlic  Franks,  endowed  it  with  con- 
siderable la,nds  in  Its  vicinity;  and  Ursus  and 
Xandulphus,  two  noblemen  of  lurge  property, 
granted  to  the  foundation  a  vailey  in  RljKti^, 
near  the  sources  of  the  Limipat,  which,  from 
St.  Hilary,  to  whom  Fridolinus  consecrated  f 
chapel  in  one  of  the  least  savagp  parts  of  the     , 
vale,  obtained,  by  corruption,  the  name  of  Gla-  (ciirk) 
ris.'  This  country  became  heoceforth  a  depend- 

"*  Those  who  may  wisB  for  more  ample  intelligence 
respecting  this  eminent  foundation  will  find  a&uudance  of 
infornwtwn,  partly  true  and  partly  legendary',  in  the  Annals 
of  Hepidanus,  Hadbert,  Eckard,  Burknrd,  and  other  abbots 
and  manks  of  St.  Gallen,  collected  in  theirst  vol.  of -Gold - 
a/ti  Rer.  Alaman.  ScriptoT.   ■  '     . :      ■     . 

*  tauBfeftbttrg. .  Ihe  a^fcc/  tvw  .fouud«t  ((boat  -tHe 
.;/tu.490„  ■  ■  ■       , 
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CHAP,  ence  on  tbe  abbey  of  Seckingen.  There  are 
-»-v-w  trwes  of  its  having  been  cultivated  by  the  Ro- 
mans :  but  afterthe  decline  of  the  empire,  when 
foreign  invaders  spread  desolation  throughout 
the  land,  the  deserted  inhabitants  forsook  tbetr 
dwellings,  and  fled  into  the  higher  Alps,  where 
they  had  less  to  fear,  from  bears  and  wolves, 
thai:  from  the  ferocity  of  unrelenting  man.  A 
reverend  abbess  at  length  repaired  the  evils 
which  had  been  inflicted  by  the  wge  of  conquer- 
ing waiTiors, 

*mic-  Whilst  pious  men  from  Ireland  were  thus 

converting  the  Helvetii  to  Chrintianity,  and 
their  forests  into  fertile  landsj  two  noble  Franks, 
Rupert  and  Wiccard,  lived  in  the  Alemannic 
part  of  Helvetia  ;  the  former  being  a  powerful 
layman,  and  the  latter  a  priest.  Their  joint  pa- 
trimony, for  they  were  brethren,  extended  over 
mount  Albis,  and  near  where  the  Limmat  issues 
qiit  of  the  lake  of  Zuric.  Here  a  number  of 
traders,  who  bartered  the  products  of  Italy, 
France  and  Germany,  had,  in  the  earliest  times, 
jprraed  an  establishment  of  some  magnitude, 
which  since  the  fall  of  Rome  had,  like  all  other 
works  of  human  art,  been  abandoned  to  deso- 
lation. A  thick  forest  had  succeeded  to  the 
temples,  amphitheatres  and  dwellings  of  those 
early  times ;  and  all  around  was  now  bectqpv  a 

(laueer.)  lonely  barren  desert.  Rupert  at  length  built  a 
""^      minster,  on  an  eminence  near  the  efBux  of  the 

river. 
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river,  in  -which  a  chapter  of  regular  canons,  un.-  chap. 
del"  the  direction  of  a  4ean,  were  bound  to  praise  '.-'-v-s-' 
God  seven  times  each  day  and  night>  and  which 
he  endowed  with  lands  on  the  neighbouring 
mount  Albi8>  and  several  manors  in  other  parts. 
of.Hrivetia.  An  establishment  like  this  never 
>  fails  to  attract  a  neighbourhood;  ftnd  this  plaice 
appear»  accordingly  to  have  soon  risen  to  consi-, 
derable  notice,  since  we  find  that  Charlemagne 
thought  it  worthy  of  atemporarvTesidence.  Kc 
added  to  and  embellished  its  mioater,  decorated 
the  towD  with  stately  ^ifices,  and  bestowed  on 
both  extensive  privileges  and  immunities.  The 
amenity  and  conveniences  of  this  favoured  spot 
invited  a  fresh  concourse  of  iDhabitfintB,  and 
gave  rise  f.o  another  religious  establishment, 
which  in  the  sequel  obtained  ample  estates  and 
high  prerogatives  in  the  town,  and  various  parts 
of  the  country.  Hildegard  and  Bertha,  daugh- 
ters of  Lewis  the  Germanic,  founded  on  the  side 
of  the  Limmat  opposite  to  the  minster  a  mo- 
nastery for  noble  ladies,  on  which  the  Emperor^  (LtdJa* 
their  fkth«r,  conferred  the  manerial  rights  in  f^^'"*' 
Zurie,  the  forest  on  mount  Albis,  and  the  valley  *% 
of  Uri  extending  up  to  St  Gothard.  These  do- 
maios  were  administered  by  aiteward  appointed 
by  the  abbess  or  the  chapter :  and,  except  the 
paramount  but  remote  authority  of  the  Empe- 
ror, none  was  equal  in  these  parts  to  that  of  the 
abbess.  When,  however,  the  advocacy  of  both 
chapters 
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CHAP,  cliaptersfell  fnto  the  poteutliands  bfth^'ftakcs 

^^-v-^  of  ZffFingen^ 'the' secular  was' orteh  found,  Ip^' 

1097.  pvevail  over' the  eel■Icsiastici^l' power.             '    '\ 

Muri.  ftadbo^j  tlifi  buildct  of  the  castle  of  Haps-' 


house  to  ^t.  Peter,,  an^  causing.*  iiurnbcr  of- 
1027.  myuks  to  be  devoted  to  its  service.  'So  ardent 
washer  zealj that  she  caused  two  hundred wprk- 
incn  to  be  employed  in  the,CQn?tructiop  of  thp 
necessary ,edi$ces;,and  thus  roscj  in  a,v*srj"  short 
;tjme,  liic  abbey  of  jVIi^rij  which  )ia3  sir^e  arriv-. 
j^s  "^at  great  eminence  among  the  rcliaious  foun- 
dations in  Helvetia.  Ht'imbeldj.iU  first  abbot, 
a  native  of  Soleure^  put-chased  t>vo  bells  at  Stras-, 
burg,  aiid  procured  transcripts  c|f  the  Bible^, 
hymnsj  hooiljes  and  legends,  the  books  of  Ho- 
mer, .iEsop'a  moral  apolpgues,  some  of  Ovid's 
poems,  the  histories  of  Sallust,  and  oUier  valu.- 
able  worku,  which,  notwithstanding  the  subse- 
quent- 
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qwn^  i4et^  tif  li4cf«t«n«/ihaTe  been  hanileiif    chap' 
€|owjitbjiftMiitklewtBBfc4-fcid«tlJ  and  judgment,  ^^^^^' 

l^&Jie^  ii^hi^,  Sv^erc^^liej'tit^lit  Uic  lildiments' 
«^«£te«Kt!  ilu^Nndes'  i^iii(ii;  atid  the  JittcAdanee' 

4tgci^&u't«|tuttjo&tIwir:hifids;xrf'vJi(el)  they  held 
cg^iisKaAi^tsJtiftb^itf^acodt  yillag^^raiid  tlie 
A4p^.  .'i'*"*^'*)'^'**  ai..i&ate*(3inpJc*i"from 
tUd;tMlvoi^oy'|[>f'th«4>»^  of  HaptJnitg  ;  but 
Couu\Wtfiie»-,prevaiied  «u  fli»  atibiot  "toy  gifts 
'  ajKl  sp<^it(^  pret0ncfia>  to  cxmi^^Xhtit  office  txi' 
hisspRip^V''/ in- '^bose 'lineage  it'cohtiUiieil'  lowi- 
tjKpygitpi^pj  gtfBeratilma.-  ■'    ■.-.-:^'  .v--i  ^  "■ 

Q^^gJ^y,  l)vve4  at  A'perHtd  Mikn^jtiaefiictten-' 

looked  for^  the  appFcgtc£ia^:xoiisiiWHii&f^a'-of^ 
time,  aad.  tJbe  final  disaokittaii  of  "the  titiiverte. 
She,  likeJniffDViiihers/rosc^vtsd  to  seeute  an  m-' 
liefitaooe  ita'  beiaim,  -amditiHttBded  an-abbey  ait 
Payenie;ttf  .'tthicli,'  withrthft  tonsent  of  King 
Qoaj^adand  Dnkc  fivdalphrlier  two  son^,  *ibe' 
gratijed  )ierw4iok-d<mei-?a'U'hcf  lantis  jn-t'liese-  961. 
parts,  all  ber  male  and  iynibtifc  servants,  afnd-se-- 
verftl  adorwnins..  St*  obtaitifed  foi- her  fo'umla-. 
tioD,  atotal  exeitiptionirom  all  secular  J  uri<!dtc- 
tioo,  and  direstbd'-that  the  monks  should  have 
tfae  free  chtfice  of  their  priw,^  and;  jointly  with 


"  ThedigAig'ofabfe«tVa5  rested  in , the  prelate  of  Cliig- 
Bj'  i  the  monks  of  Payeriie  being  derived  from  that  abbejf. 
the 
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CHAP,  tiie  prior,  of  their  adrocate:  and,  becuiw  witli- 
s.^--^-^  out  arms  it  is  not  pontile  to  resist  nea  addicted- 
ta  violcDce,  she  cursed  at  fbUowa :  '  Grant,  O 
'  liol^  apostles,  sad  ye  glorified  saints,  Pe^- 
'  and  Paui,  and  thou  who,  sealed  on  thek 
'  tfaroncj  dost  now  rule  over  all  tiw  hi^ops  of 
'  ChristendDm,  thai  wboeTer  shall  invade' tbii' 
'  sanctuary,  may  be  expelled  the-  church,  and' 

*  struck  out  of  the  book  of  life !  May  his  por- 
'  tion  be  with  those  who  say' to  the  Atmighty,' 
'  AvauiltJ  be  far  from  us!  May  he  dwell  with 

.    '  Dathan  and  Abtron,  whom  the  eafth  swallow- 

*  ed  up  into  its  deep  abyss !  May  his  body,  dur- 
'  ing  life,  suffer  the  most  excraciating  torments 
'  of  hell,  like  HeSiedorua  who  was'sconrged  by 
'angels,  and  Antioch  who  wm  devoin'ed  by 
'worms!*  By  subsequant  liberalities  this  abbey 
(Stained  the  manerial  jurisdiction,  ateint,  and 
a  market  in  its  own  town,  the  stream  that  joins 
the  lakes  of  Mont  and  Neuchattel,  the  town 
of  Colmar,  and  sevo-al  estates  in  Alsace.  Its 
church  was  built  of  materials  taken  from  the 
ruins  of  Aventicum.  It  is  nowa  granary,  which' 
retains,  oflta  former  religious  awe,  only  the  so- 
lemn toll  of  a  great  b^.  , 

'tt.Mu-  Among  all  the  religiMis  houses  in  Helvetia, 
none  boasts  of  so  remote  an  antiquity,  as  that' 
which  nearly  fills  the  narrow  pass  where,  be- 
tween steep  and  lofty  precipices^  the  Rhone 
gushes  forth  from  the  V»iaiB«  and  enters  the 
awampy- 

DinitizetiovGoOglc 
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kwampy  plain>  formed  no  doubt  by  the  deposit   chap. 
of  its  retarded  current.    The  foundation  of  this  ^>t-^ 
ttbi«y  is  ascribfed  to  ffigisihund,  kijig  of  the  first      sit 
realm  ofBui^ndy,"whodedicat6dUtoSt.MaU' 
rice  and  his  companionsj  the  holy  martyrs  of  the 
Thebaa  I^on.    He  endowed  it  with  com  fields 
and'Tineyardsjin  the  Pays  deVaud,  in  the  plain 
ef  GrelieVa,  uid  as  far  as  Vietine  on  ttie  Lower 
Rli<»ie  i  with  the  town  of  Salins  in  Upper  Bur-^ 
gundy  ;  and  several  woods  and  pastures  in  the 
'Valais,  and  the  vale  of  Aosta.     No  proof  is  ex*- 
tant  that  he  conferred  on  it  any  temporal  juris- 
diction :  bad  he  intended  such  a  prerogative, 
the  lands  he  granted  would  not  probably  have 
been  so  widely  scattered.     The  monks,  thus 
richly  portioned,  gradually  relaxed  from  theu" 
strict  discipline,  and  the  habits  of  frugality  and 
industry,  that  became  them:   they  preferred 
hounds  and  hunting  to  the  duties  of  the  choir, 
and  the  inspection  of  their  domestic  concerns  ; 
and  each  lavished  individually  the  revenues  of 
the  convent.     Amadeus^  Count  of  Savoy,  vfho     use, 
bad  DOW  acquired  a  great  ascendency  in  these  , 
parts,  undertook  to  correct  these  dtsordera.  He 
caused  all  the  property  that  ha4  been  alienated 
to  be  restored,  introduced  regular  caaoDB  of  a 
strict  reform,  and  assumed  the  auUiority,  if  not 
tie  office  of  advocate,  which 'he  well  knew  how 

"  He  fxehably  only  restored  it,  since  the  name  of  St.  Se- 
verinus,  as  abbot  of  this  aLoaanery,  oaiaxi  w  early  as  ibr 
year  £06.  . 

tot,  I.  X.  greatly 
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CHAP-    greatly  it  would  avail  him  in  bis  tiew*  opo» 
t-o-v-V  the  Pajs  de  Vaud. 

Engelbeiy.  The  Carnage  and  desolation  that  spread  all 
over  Helvetia  during  the  inveterate  wars  be- 
tween the  Guclphs  and  GbibeHns,  prompted 
many  nobles,  weary  of  incessant  toils  and  dan- 
gers, and  worn  down  by  calamitiesj  to  seek  re- 
fuge in  the  lonely  cells  of  monastic  seclusion. 
-Many  of  them  became  founders,"  and  after- 
wards submitted  to  the  discipline  they  had  them- 
selves established.  One  of  these,  Conrad  Baron  ' 
of  Scldenburen,  sought  a  remote  &nd  obsciire 
solitude,  at  the  farther  extremity  of  a  deep  nar- 
11*3.  -TOW  dalcj  and  there  builtthc  abbey  of  Engelberg, 
to  which  he  transferred  considerable  revenues 
ii-om  his  estates  in  Thurgau,and  placed  it  imme- 
diately, under  -the  apostolic  see.  The  Lords  of 
JBonstetten,  and  other  knights,  afterwards  con- 
siderably enlarged  its  domain.  The  summit  of 
mount  Titlis,  which  rises  behind  the  abbey,  glis*- 
tens  with  the  purple  beams  of  the  setting  sun,  long 
after  the  surrounding  pinnacles  are  seen  only 
through  the  faint  glimmer  of  the  departing  twi- 
light, and  the  monks  in  their  cells  beneath  are 
involved  in  perfect  darkness.  Wild  ru^ed 
paths  lead  to  this  abbey,  from  Uri  and  Ober^ 
hasli,  and  a  broken  road  along  the  side  of  a  tor* 
rent  between  shaggy  precipices  "is  its  only  com- 
*•  Upwards  of  twenty  conreats  were  founded  between 
-tbe  yeau  lOSO  and  1140. 

muiuc^tioK^ 
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munication  with  Underwalden.     Here  Conrad  "chap 
,  himself  obeyed  his  abbot  with  humble  resigaa-  ^.^~r^ 
%\oa ;  And  ■hither  many  pious  men  resorted  to 
pray, for  the  afflicted  world  in  a  deep  solitude, 
where  none  could  eee  them  but  the  all -seeing  eye. 

.  No  place  of  religious  worship  was  ever  held  Eiiuidiei 
in  greatei:  ven^atioa  by  the  Helvetii,  than  the 
sanctuary  of  Our 'Lady  ofTthe  Hermitagej  still  - 
toweiii^'*  on  the  beighta  between  Schwitz  and 
Rapperswyl.  Meinradj  son  to  Berthold,  a 
Count  of  Hohenzollern,,  had  been  educated  in 
the  mdoaatery  of  Reichenau,"  where  he  had 
early  imbibed  a  taste  for  a  recluse  and  abstemi- 
ous life.  In  quest  lof  greater  hardships  and  80- 
litudcj  he  rtisortad  to  diflfetent  spots,  till  then 
un&equented'  and  perhaps  unknown,  and  at 
length  arrived  at  a  dark  forest  on  mount  E^el, 
where -he  built  a  hut^  &,»d  lived  many  yeara  in 
^ro&und  abstraction^  until  he  was  agsdssidated  . 
by  robbers,  who'  cavftted;  hu  scanty  property,  sei. 
Other  pious  aanetios.  resorted  to  this  sequestered 
spot,  but  xiH  additions  were  made  to  the  lonely 
x.el\,  s&nctified  hy  the  austerities  of  Meinrad,  till 
Gregory,  a  reputed  spn  of  a  king  of  England, 
and  brother-in-law  to  the  Emperor  Otho  the 
Great,  after  paying  homage  to  the  tombs  of  the 

'"'  Pschaps  demolished  sincti  this  V'as  uTitten,  hy  order 
-of  a  French  geperal. 

""  An  opHleac  abbey,  founded  in  724,  on  a  beautiful 
^island,  in  the  loWer  pait  of  the  lake  of  Constance,  where 
young  men  of  smlt  were  wont  to  be  edacated..  • 

K  3  apostlm 
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CHAP,  apostles  at  Rome,  sought  this  retreat,  ancl  there 
->  resolved  to  await,  in  the  practice  of  abstinenee 
and  piety,  the  release  from  the  bonds  of  carnsT 
thraldom.  Others  of  noblebirth,  repentingthe 
transgressions  of  t^ir  youthful  dar^s,  perhaps 
>  satiated  with  the  enjoyments  of  earthly  plea- 
sures, or  seeking  refuge  from  the  calamities  of 
life^  assembled  round  him,  and  with  the  aid  and 
sanction  of  Otbo  and  his  empress,  ctMverted 
tlie  humble  cell  into  a  stately  monastery."  Its 
miraculous  image  of  the  Vii^n  Mary  soon 
became  celebrated  in  distant  parts,  asd  drew 
swarms  of  penitent  offenders.  The  flUrrountJing 
desert  was  now '  cuItiTated,  and  stocked  with 
large  herds  and  flocks  for  tfae  supply  of  the  muU 
titude  of  pilgrims  who  ciune  for  absolution: 
The  couBt  of  Rapperswyl  surrendered  his  castie 
to  the  Btessed  Virgin,  but  obtained  the  advo* 
cacy,  which  continued  in  bis  family  till  ii  de^ 
volved  to  the  house  of  Hapsburg  :  and 'many 
Ereemen,  firmly  relyiiig  on  her  tnviotate  protec' 
tion,  preferred  her  service  to  their  former  inde- 
pendence. Various  were,  in  these  mixed  timef 
of  VLoleuce  and  imbecility^  of  gmuine  piety  and 
superstition,  the  motives  for  monartic  endow* 
merits.  Many  looking  for  the  protection,  and 
security  of  their  reipaining  property,  granted 

"  Benno  and  Eberhard  are  in  the  list  of  abbots  iMforb 
this  Gieg&ry,  whom  the  lagaida  report  to  have  beeo  a  bro- 
ther Or  son  of  King  Atbelstan.    EberharJ  a^ean  to  bav* 
enlv  built  a  ohap^  u«r  tiis  cell  of  Mcitsnt. 
:..^  ..  the 
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tbeir  patrimony  when  they  devoted  themselves  chap. 
to  »  sanctuary.  A  fond  mother  offered  dona-  ^.^-i-^^ 
tions  vfiien  her  darling  ion  bad  read  his  first 
epistle;  a  j^outh  when  be  departed  for  a  distant 
geminary;  a  knight  when  he  went  forth  to  the 
holy  wars ;  and  all  when  struck  vrith  terror  at 
some  fatal  event,  or  with  rnnorse  -for  deeds  of 
darkness.  Large  districts  and  extensive  forest*, 
without  either  name,  or  precise  limits,  and  am- 
ple manors,  came  thus  into  ihi  possession  of 
this  abbey.  Nor  did  the  Pope  withhold  his  spi- 
ritual immunities  and  high  prerogatives.  Nei- 
ther hive  the  ferocity  of  bubarous  irtvadert,  or 
any  period  of  prevailing  irreligion,  till  of  late, 
diminished  the  concoune  of  devotees  who  daily 
resorted  to  this  sacred  image,  the  number  of 
ample  gifts  continually  offered  at  her  shriiic,  or 
the  multitude  of  miracles-she  would  never  have 
ceased  to  perform  as  long  as  fiiith  was  not  want- 
ing to  credit  their  reality.*' 

^  Most  of  the  prelates  of  the  abovementiooed  sees  and 
'  abbeys  hav^  at  diilereDt  times  been  raised  to  the  rank  of 
either  actual  or  titular  princes  of  the  empire.  The  number 
of  the  other  religious  foundations  in  this  country,  some  of 
them  of  no  inconsiderable  importance,  it  too  great  to  be  here 
recorded.  Tbe  princely  abbeys  of  noble  ladies'  at  Schennii 
in  the  Gaster,  and  of  Benedictine  monks  at  Pfeffers  in  tho 
county  of  Sargans  J  those  of  Beron  minsterin  the  Argau,  of  , 

V  Bellelay  in  Grandval,  of  St.  John  in  the  isthmus  between 
the  lakes  of  Neucliattel  and  Bienne,  of  Hauterive  in  the 
,  canton  of  Friburg,  of  Romain-Moutier  and  Bonmont  near 
Geneva,  are  among  the  most  considerable.  The  more  im- 
portant ones  of  Lueern  and  Shaffhausen  will  be  mentioned 
.  tf^ether  with  the  origin  of  those  citiw. 

Few    ■ 


THE  HISTORY  OF 

Few  had,  until  the  tenth  ceoturj-,  been  the 
^  ag§;regate  habitations  of  men  in  these  Alpine 
reg;ions  and  their  adjacent  vallejs.  Castles  and 
convents  had  indeed  long  since  attracted  to 
their  vicinity  the  fixed  abodes  of  some  depend- 
ents, and  given  rise  to  villages  ortovrns;  but 
few  ofthese  were  as  yet  adorned  with  municipal 
honours  and  Jurisdictions,  or  secured  either  by 
works  of  defence,  or  disciplined  garrisons.  The  . 
bulk  of  the  nation,' whether  freemen  or  vassals, 
were  husbandmen  or  shepherds,  who  dwelt  on 
their  scattered  farms,  and  assembled  when  their 
lords  either  spiritual  or  temporal  had  a  claim  to 
assert,  or  an  insult  to  avenge.  The  Emperor 
Henry  the  First,  the  Fowler,  at  a  time  when  the 
Hungarians  invaded  the  empire  and  laid  waste 
the  open  country  on  the  Po,  the  Rhine  and  the 
-Danube,  is  said  to  have  first  acknowledged  the 
expediency  of  establishing  an  intermediate  class 
of  men  in  fortified  towns,  and  of  committing 
to  them  the  defence  of  their  newlyraised^atls. 
Numbers  of  peasants  of  free  condition,  butspi^ 
Title  Si  and  feeble,  were  now  drawn  forth  from 
their  abject  obscurity,  ,and  roused  into  energy 
by  the  consciousness  of  their  collective  force. 
Some  of  higher  ranks,  allured  by  the  security 
these  walls  insured  to  their  persons  and  pro^- 
perty,  and  the  affluence  of  the  necessaries  and 
conveniences  of  life  that  offered  within  those, 
precincts,  gliidly  joined  the  rising  communities ; 
■\vhilst 
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whilst  many  who  practised  manual  arts,  saw  the  chap, 
advantage  of  co-operating  skill,  of  a  combina-  v.*-y-v^ 
tioa  of  various  trades,  and  the  proximity  of 
markets,  and  readily  increased  the  population. 
Hence  arose  the  order  of  burghers  or  citizens, 
on  which  Henry  conferred  ample  privileges, 
which  soon  rendered  it  the  source  of  all  industry 
and  traffic. 

The  advantages  Zuric  derived  from  its  situa-  Zurie. 
tion,  its  imperial  franchises,  and  the  mildness  . 
of  its  ecclesiastical  government,  had  given  it 
some  priority  in  the  origin  of  cities.  Being  a 
second  time  become  the  emporium  of  all  the 
commerce  between  Italy,  Rhfctia  and  Germany, 
it  was  soon  enlarged  by  a  rapid  jioncourae  of 
merchants,  toU^atherers,  inn-keepers,  artisans,  > 

watermen,  and  ( the  Emperor  having  established 
here  a  court  of  judicature  for  Lombardy,)  of 
magistrates  and  lawyers  of  different  nations. 
Gnanerainence  stood  an  imperial  palace.  The 
two  monasteries  were  surrounded  with  mea- 
dows, vineyard,  and  the  dwellings  of  many 
nobles  and  freeholders,  decorated  with  all  inaa- 
ner  of  riiral  embellishments.  The  date  of  its 
first  walls  is  not  recorded."  Dams  were  raised 
to  secure  the  houses  against  the  inundations  of 
the  tpcreut  Sil,  which  falls  into  the  Limmat  at 

"  Some  have  ascribed  them  to  the  Emparor  Charles  the 
Cios,  towards  the  end  of  the  ninth  cenlury  :  others  do  not 
date  them  higher  than  the  first  Otho,  about  the  midille  of 
tbe  tenth  centui/. 

a  small 
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CHAP,  a  small  distance  below  the  town.  The  count 
of  the  district  held,  his  coutt  in  the  pal£»ce,  or 
on  the  open  area  before  the  mincer ;  always  in 
the  presence  of  the  people,  whQ>  unless  an  ap-: 
peal  were  made  to  heaven,  copfirmed  or  r^ccted 
the  sentence :  eyerj  man  was  thus  ultinwtely 
tr^ed  by  his  peers.  The  few  written  laws  then 
extant  were  drawn  up  in  the  plainest  terms^. 
An  oath  on  the  relics  of  the  gaints  was  consi- 
dered as  decisive  in  all  cases ;  but  men  of  un-r" 
blemished  character  were  ( as  a  reward  of  virtue  ) 
credited  on  their  bare  assertion.  The  Emperor 
often,  resided  here :  and  the  Bishop  of  Con- 
stancCj  after  he  had  been  consecrated  in  his  me- 
tropolitan church,  used  to  hold  a  visitation  at 
Zuric,  Its  rising  prosperity  roused  in  it  a  sensq 
of  dignity,  and  spirit  of  independence,  which ' 
were  soon  communicated  to  most  of  the  cities 
in  Helvetia,  and  on  the  Rhine. 

Arnold  of  Brescia,  a  favourite  disciple  of  Peter 
Abelard,  took  refuge  here  from  the  persecution^ 
of  ortbodoxy.  He  had  learnt  from  bis  mastee 
to  attempt  the  illustration  of  poipts  the  most 
abstruse  and  difficult,  by  a  fanciful  novelty  of 
argument  and  diction.  He  taught  '  that  God 
'  is  all :  that  the  whole  creation  is  one  of  his 
'  single  thoughts  :  that  the  Universal  Father, 
'  the  Redeemer;  and  our  souls, are  one;  and  that 
'  §in  is  the  digunction  of  this  unity  :  that  our 
'.  terrestrial  bodies  are  the  punishment  of  sin : 
,      .  'that 
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'  that  where  thera  is  love  ibme  is  do  sin :  tbat  chap. 
'  we  QHist  shake  off  the  booda  of  inert  matter,'  v-^v-*-) 
'-  and  soar  |ip  to  the  f ouroc  of-  light,  bj  which. 
'.  meaDs  mao  wty  beconte  deiBed,  and  his  soul 
'  viU  be  converted  into  mere  contomplation.' 
These  myitic^l  schemes  of  theology  accorded  ^ 
with  the  presuniption  of  many,  who  ( aii  errop 
^ommoD  in  all  times)  were  for  adapting  the  in? 
scnitahle  Tiews  of  Providence  to  our  narrow 
comprehension;  and  manysought  for  perfectioif 
hy  9  total  dereliction  of  all  the  comforts  of  life^ 
and  the  duties  of  society,  on  which  they  looked 
^owa  with  compassionate  disdain.  They  court- 
pd  persecution,  Eind  became  obnoxious  to  every 
ruling  power.  But  Arnold,  moreover,  arraign-r 
.  ed  the  depraved  nianiiPirs  of  the  clet^,  and  theil 
immoderate  love  of  wealth  and  pleasure.  He 
piaintained  tliat  the  ecclesiastical  ought  ait  all 
times  to  be  subordinate  to  the  secular  power  ; 
nod  even  dared  to  assert  that  kingdoms  and 
principalities  are  not  ultimately  the  property  of 
the  church.  Su^ph  doctrines  could  not  be  long 
tolerated ;  and  Arnold  at  length  was  blessed 
with  the  crown  of  martyrdom  for  which  he 
panted."  Butthe  peopleof  Zuric,  and  of  many 
neigbbouriqg  cities,  relished  and  countenanced 
fhose  of  his  tenets  which  checked  the  progress 
pf  spiritual  thraldom.  They  wtft  all  disaffected 

"  He  was  hanged  ^nd  burnt  at  Home,  and  hia  ashw  were 
icattercd  in  the  Tj'ber. 

to 
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CHAP,    to  the  Papal  poww ;  no  doubt  because,  in  ad- 

i-fy^^  dition  to  the  speculative  principles  of  Arnold, 
they  felt  that  the  authority  of  their  prelates  was 
an  insuperable  bar  to  their  darling  independence. 

shaffhau-  j^^  ^j^ygg  simitar  to  that  which  bad  brought 
Zuric  into  early  notice  collected;  at  a  time  of 
which  no  record  is  now  extant,  some  contigu- 
ous habitations  near  the  great  cataract  of  the 
Rhine,  where  the  navigatiob  of  the  river  being 
interrupted,  the  assistance  of  the  villagers  wa? 
necessary  for  conveying  goods  across  the  fall." 
Inn-keepers,  butchers,  bakers,  and  various  me- 
chanics, soon  found  this  a  place  of  advantageous 
traffic ;  and,  because  the  surrounding  woods 
Avere  infested  hy  robbers,  many  nobles  and  free  ■ 
men  of  the  neighbouring  country  took  shelter 
hebiijd  the  twelve  towers  that  had  been  built 
for  its  security.  Everard  Count  of  Nellenberg, 
the  chief  proprietor  of  the  rich  lands  in  the  vi* 
cinityi  built  near  it, the  convent  of  St.  Saviour 
and  all  Saints,  and  placed  in  it  an  abbot,  witB 
twelve  monks  of  the  Benedictine  order.  Pope 
1052.  Lgp  ji,g  jijinth  in  his  way  to  Germany  conse- 
crated the  altar.  Besides  ample  estates,  from 
the  Black  Forest  to  the  Rhsetian  Alps,  the 
founder  endowed  it  with  various  tolls  and  taxes 

"  Shaffkusirttn^/iiip  or  boat-houses)  occurs  in  records  of 
the  year  800.  Asfapha,  the  ancient  name  of  this  town,  was 
no  doubt  derived  from  scapha,  a  skiff,  A  ferry  at  this  plac« 
cpuld  [lot  well  be  dispensed  with. 

within 
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witliin  the  tdwn ;  and  after  a  pilgrimage  to  St.    chap. 
James  of  Compostel,  died  a  monk  in  his  owa  v.*-,r"^ 
abbey.    Burcard,  the  son  of -Everard,  exempted     loox 
it  from  the  advocacy  of  the  house  of  Nellenberg. 
It  became  an  asylum  for  persons  accused,  who 
6ued  in  vain  forjustice  ;  a  sanctuary  in  times  of 
war  and  devastation ;  and  ths  friendly  guardian, 
of  an  accumulated  and  prosperous  population. 

Basle  was  atone  time  the  most  considerable,  Baiia 
and  is  perhaps  still  the  largest  city  in  Helvetia ; 
nor  does  it  yield  to  any  in  point  of  antiquity, 
since,  when  Clovis  transferred  the  episcopal 
see  of  Augusta  Rauracorum  to  this  new  me-  ■ 
tropolitan  seat,  it  must  have  already  acquired 
some  consequence.  While  the  bishops  were 
grasping  at  Jtower  and  spreading  their  domains, 
the  burghers  were  not  unmindtul  of  the  privi- 
leges they  considered  as  their  inheritance. 
They  claimed  an  equal  share  with  the  prelate  i 

in  the  administration  of  their  public  concernSj 
They  formed  themselves,  according  to  their 
respective  trades,  into  a  number  of  guilds,  cor- 
porations of  modern  date,  which  sometimes 
promote  the  common  interest,  but  more  fre- 
quently contract  the  views  of  the  members  who 
compose  them.  .  The  government  was  vested  in 
a  senate,  over  which  the  bishop  presided,  and 
which  consisted  of  four  members  of  the  eques- 
trian order,  eight  of  the  more  considerable  citi- 
jiens/*   and  twelve  chosen  out  of  the  guilds. 
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CHAP.   Tley  were  ntLined  anpu^ly  on  a  stated  festival 

v~T^  by  eigtit  electors  appointed  ^y  the  bishop, 

two  out  of  tJhe  chapter,  two  of  the  equestrian 

order,  two  citizens  of  notcj  and  as  many  out  of 

the  guilds,  The  bishop  also  appointed  the  war- 
dens  of  t]ie  guilds^  and  confirmed  the  burgo-r 
master;  Thus  all  ranks  participated  in  the  ad.- 
nfinistration ;  and  hence  arose  an  equipoise, 
which  ultimately  insured  the  welfare  of  the 
community.  ^ 

Soipu'n,  .  Waving  the  traditional  tale^  which  carry  the 
antiquity  of  Soleure  up  to  the  times  of  Abraham, 
and  even  of  a  son  pf  Ninus,"  we  shall  trace  it 
no  higher  than  the  mention  made  of  it  in  the 
Kotitia,  where,  un^er  the  name  of  Ca^trum  Sa)- 
^  lodorense,  it  is  described  as  a  place  of  strength 

in  the  times  of  Honorius,     Monuments  are  not 
.  wanting  which  seem  to  ascribe  to  it  some  de- 
gree of  splendor ;  but  what  part  of  its  ancient 
edifices  may  have  escaped  the  ravages  of  the 
invading  barbarians  it  will  now  be  in  vain  tq 
enquire.   A  legend  brings  the  two  saints,  Ursus 
and  Victor,  of  the  Theban  legion,  to^this  spot 
T3S.      to  suffer  martyrdom  ;  but  better  authorities  ii^-r 
form  us  tbat  Bertha,  the  mother  of  Charlemagne, 
*30.     built  on  it  a  church,  which  she  dedicated  to  the 

"  The  following  barbarous  disiich  Is  inscribed  on  a  vciy 
ancient  tower  in  tbe  middle  of  tliis  city, 

InCettis  nihil  est  SoloUoro  antiquius,  unif 
]pxcepti»  Tteviris,  (iiwum  ego  dicla  soror 

>.  .    ~  former 
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former  oflHose  sdints;  and' that  the  good  Queen    chap. 
B«r^'a  of  Burgundy  added  to  it  a  community  \,,--r-^ 
at  iregula.r  cAhoas^  which  she  endowed  with  con-- 
(Sderalile  'Yevenues.     Henceforth  Soleure  grew 
lAto  a  tOivn,  under  the  dominion  of  the  last 
kings  of  Burgundy,  from  whom  it  passed  to  the 
emfrire,  and  remained  annexed  to  itj  under  the     k>3*- 
vibarial  aiithotity  of  the  Dukes  of  ZaeringeUj 
Until  the  extinction  of  that  beneficent  line. 

The'  fame  acquired  by  the  fifth  and  last  Bcr-  stmt. 
tbolif  of  that  illustrious  race,  by  the  foundation 
of  the  City  of  Berne,  and  the  motives  which 
prompted  iiim  to  favour  the  exertions  of  the 
people,  to  (ectire  themselves  against  the  oppres- 
sions of  the  rapacious  counts,  have  already  been 
mentioned  in  a'  former  page."  Soon  after  he 
had  defeated  his  emulous  peers  in  one  of  the 
high  valleys  among  the  Alps,"  he  gave  charge  "at-  . 
to  Cuno  de  Bubenberg  to  surround  with  a  wall 
and  dKch  a  liamlet,  on  a  lofty  peninsula,  formed 
.  by  the  riVCT  Aar,  which  winds  rapidly  in  a  dell 
.  beneath.  He  availed  himself  of  the  advantage 
of  this  remote  yet  centrical  situation,  amidst 
iertile  pastures  aud  extensive  woodlands,  to  se- 
cure himself  a  safe  retreat  from  his  enemies, 
without  giving  umbrage  to  his  own  adherents, 
few  of  whom  resided  in  its  vicinity.  The  success 
of  this,  new  establishment  remaiued  some  time  - 
UBcertaiD :  the  air  was  sharp,  the  country  srouim 

**  See  page  99.  **  Grindelwald. 

it .  ■ 
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CHAP,  it  wild ;  but  the  protection  it  beld  pUt  to  &» 
,M/-v-o  less  opulent  nobles,  aadthfi  freemen  oftbeadl- 
jacent  cpuntrj,  gradually  Attracted  numbers  of 
them,  and  Berne  became  in  a  few  y^axa  a  to,w^ 
of  note.  The  Lords  of  Egerdon,  Bubesberg;; 
Mulleren  and  Erlacb,  appear  among  the  first 
of  the  illustrious  founders.  Burghera  also  came 
from  Zuric,  and  froiri  Fril)urg  in  the  Brisg^n; 
and  introduced  the  spirit  of  municipal  order,aDd 
a  conBciousDess  of  their  collective  importance. 
Bent  on  lucrative  emplojmeotSj  they  gladly  en- 
trusted the  government  to  tKe  hands  of  the 
nobles.  Those  states  will  thrive  bfst  where 
c&ch  individual  contributes^  nothis  political  or 
legislative  abiUtieSj  which,  for  want  of  prepa- 
ratory knowledge  and  of  the  means  of  accurate 
information,  must  ever  be  defective,  hut. hi? 
professional  skill  in  his  peculiar  craft.  Thej 
1S18.  approved  of  an  avoyer  and  a  senate.™  These 
governed  with  so  much  wisdom,  and>  when  in- 
sulted, avenged  their  cause  with  so  much  firm'- 
ness  and  intrepidity,  that  not  only  the  counts, 
but  even  the  emperor  acknowledged  a  marked 
deference  fbr  this  riung  community.'"    It  has 

™  This  senate  was  afterwards  called  the  Supreme  Council, 
■and  consisted  of  twobodies,  the  little  councilor  senate  pro- 
perly 80  called.)  and  the  great  council, 

""  A  letter  of  the  Emreror  Henry  the  Sixth  to  the  city  of 
Berne,  soon  after  its  foun'dation  (II98)  isextaot,  t^  which 
he  places  the  convent  of  Inicrlachcn  wider  its  protection. 

repelled 
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repelled  the  attacks  of  several  powerful  arnites  chap- 
.of  the  CouDts  of  Hapsburg  and  of  the  empire :  .^-v-w 
and  it  y/as  reserved  for  ouf  days,  to  see  it  yield 
for  the  first  time  to  the  unprovoked  assault  of  a 
perfidious  foe. 

.     The  same  motives  that  raised  Befne  to  th«  Friburg. 
jauk  of  a  fortified  and  ultimately  to  an  inde- 
peodent  city,  had,  at  an  earlier  period^  already 
converted  the  villdge  of  Friburg,  on  the  river 
Sanen,  into  a  populous  tovt^nship.     This  also 
was  intended  by  Berthold  the  Fourth  of  Z^'in- 
gen,  as  a  refuge  for  the  inferior  nobility  of  that 
district :  and  he  was  warmly  seconded  in  hit 
iotentions  by  many  barons,"^  and  as  strenuously 
opposed  by  the  more  powerful  counts.    The 
bm"ghers,.while  they  w»e  builditigtheir walls, 
found  it  necessary  tit   hire  sotdici's  to   guard  . 
.  them  against  the  inroads  of  their  hostile  neigh- 
bours.    So  little  are  men  agreed  concerning 
the  peculiar  form  of  government  which  can    ' 
best  insure  the  prosperity  of  a  state,  that  in  this    ■ 
rising  community  freedom  and  felicity  kept 
pace  with  inequality,  and  a  nice  discrimination  ' 
of  ranks.""     The  nobles  fondly  asserted  their 
pre-emihence  even  after  death;  and  obtained 
permissioa  from  the  bishop  to  be  buried  in  the 

^  Slonay,  Montenach,  Stavagel,  ice.  who  signed  the  foun- 
dation charter. 

"  llie  records  make  frequent  mentioo  of  Baronet,  and 
BuTgetmi  Majores  and  MimresL 

.  neighbouring 


t6d  HiK  Bifef  oftV  6ir 

CHAP.    BbigbboutiD^  atab«ys,  that  their  ashes  ihighi  iiot 

,,^~y-v  lie  miitgled  with  fil^beian  mould:  Six  ceiJtltt- 
Ties  have  not  yet  united  the  Germanie  aod  Bur- 
gundiao  races  intcV  oiie  people  :  the  inhabi^tits 
near  tfae  river  still  use  the  Gertnan-  tongiH^ 
while  those  in  tite  upper  town  speak  only 
French;  few  of  either  district  being  eqntdlif 
tersccl  in  both  taoguages.  The  city  dbtained 
from  the  Duke  of  Zeeringett  a  district  of  near 
eighteen  leagues  in  circumference;  and  if  Vied 
with  die  monks  of  Hauterive,-  in  the  iinprote- 
tnents  it  introduced  in  its  domain.  It  received 
ft  government  not  unlike  that-  o^  Berde^  and 
has  tnaintnined  it  with  liitLe  variation  to  our 
days.'* 

Lucem.  Xhe  torreot  Reuss,  iisuing  -from  the  summit 
of' mount  St.  Gothard,  rushed  d6Wn  impetu- 
ously through  a  deep  narrow  chaanj  and  over 
many  successive  ai^  tremendous  precipices,  int« 
A  long  winding  lake,  which  skirts  the  northern 
margin'  of  the  h^her  Alps."  This  wide  ex- 
panse,  surrounded    by  a  subliow  variety  of 

'*  The  district  usua]ly  assumed  the  name  of  X.a  vieHU 
iirpjibUqite. 

'  ■"  Beiwe  this  lak«  could  receh'e  its  name  from  Lucem, 
or  the  four  Cantons,  which  it  now  bears,  it  was  called  the 
Walditetter  see,  no  doubt  "from  the  extensive  forests  that 
surrounded  it.  The  name  of  Forest  Lake,  and  of  Fbrest  Can' 
toits,  appropriated  to  those  of  Schwitz,  Uri,  Underwaldeir, 
aad  Lucern,  which  border  on  this  1^,  will  be  occasionally 
adopted  as  most  discriminating  and  convenient. 

,     -3  towering 
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toweriog  summits,  craggy  rocks,  verdaDt  and  'chap. 
woody  hills,  fertile  dales  and  luxuriant  pastures,  u»-v^^ 
a  scene  which  has  ever  been  viewed  with  awe 
and  admiration,  terminated  ai  its  lower  ex- 
tremity, before  the  industry  of  man  had  correct- 
ed nature,  in  a  swampy  marsh,  over  which  its 
waters  poured  in  many  spreading  shallows,  till 
resuming  a  contracted  channel,  and  the  name 
th^  bore  before  they  gushed  into  the  lake,  they 
hastened  in  an  undeviating.  course  to  the 
liver  Limmat  below-  ZuriC.  No  sooner  had 
traders  opened  a  communication  with  Italy 
over  the  8t.  Gothard,  than  they  saw  the  expe- 
diency of  effecting  a  secure  navigation  over 
this  fenny  level.  They  caused  a  strong  dam 
to  be  thrown  up  below  the  swamp,  of  a  proper 
height  to  «tem  the  current,  and  raise  the  level 
of  the  lake,  so  aa  to  retain  a  sufficient  depth  of 
water  over  the  whole  morass  to  float  thd  v^aels 
they  employed  in  the  conveyance  of  their  mer- 
chandize. An  eaterprize  of  such  magnitude 
could  not  have  been  accomplished  without  the 
co-operation  of  many  workmen,  labourers  and. 
artificers.  These  would  find  it  convenient  to 
fix  their  habitations  on  the  spot ;  and  thus 
arose  a  town  which,  under  the  name  of  Lu- 
cern,™  arrived  in  time  at-  a  pre-eminent  rank 

'^  It  is  no  improbable  conjecture  that  a  light  house  (Lu- 

cema)  had  been  built  in  some  part  of  this  town,  for  the  se- 

Tot,  1.  L  curity 
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.  ]JS3  the  history  ow 

qHAr.    among  the  members  of  the  Helvetic  CoD^ilej 
iuii^«'-s^  racy. 

Wiccard,  the  brother  of  the  founder  of  ih^ 

-  minster  at  Zuric,  instituted  a  monastery  in  this 
place>  which  he  dedicated  to  St.  Leodigard  ; 
and  endotred  it  with  several  villages  pn  mount 

'  Albia.  He  was  joined  by  Alberic,  another  no- 
bleman of  fervent  zeal  and  austere  manners. 
They  lived  long  together ;  and  though  im(»er- 

-  fectly  acquainted  with  human  nature,  and  un- 
able to  appreciate  and  .develope  their  own 
mental  powers,  yet  their  motives  were  laudable^ 
and  their  exemplary  piety  softened  the  rude 
manners  of  the  people.  The  abbey  of  IWur- 
tiaefa  in  Alsace  appears,  ever  since  the  time  of 
Pepin,  to  have  been  possessed  of  the  higher 
jmisdiction  over  this  tow^a  and  monastery, 
with  the  exception  howevet  of  many  franchises 
and  privileges.  Of  the  grant  to  that  abbey  no 
traces  are  known  to  be  extant. 

Rtcat"'o        Frederick  the  Second  sat  on  the  Imperial 
1  '?sis.     throne  when  Berthold  the  Fifth  of  Zaeringen 
was  buried  with  his  shield  and  helmet,^'  and 
the  immediate  government  of  Helvetia  revert- 
ed 16  the  empire ;  but  this  government  was 

curity  of  the  navigators,  from  whence  it  may  have  derived 
its  name. 

""  Tlje  custom  of  those  ttm6s,  when  the  ]aat  of  a  noble 
]uie  was  carried  to  his  grave. 

now 
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now  liniited  by  numberless  subordinate  and  yet  ^hap 
refractory  authorities.  The  fiefe  of  the  counts  ^^J^.^ 
were  extensive  and  almost  independent.  Ky- 
,  burg  possessed  the  greatest  part  of  what  be- 
came since  the  canton  of  Zuric,  the  counties  of 
Lenzburg  and  Baden,  the  country  of  Zug,  and 
the  landgraviate  of  Thurgau ;  and  A^ne,  one 
of  the  heiresses  of  Zseringen,  had  added  to  these  ' 
wide  domains  the  county  of  Thun  and  other 
allodials  in  the  Burguudian  Helvetia.  Tlie 
Counts  of  Hapsburg  ruled  over  the  part  of 
Argau  which  did  not  belong  to  the  Counts  of 
Froburg  and  Lenzburg :  they  held  also  the 
Iandgraviate>  of  Buchsgau,  between  the  Aar 
and  the  Jura,  containing  the  county  of  Bipp. 
the  jurisdiction  of  Falckenstein,  Bechburg, 
-  Olten,  and  other  seigneuries.  The  Counts  of 
Tockenburg  and  RappersWyl  occupied  ia 
Thurgau  all  that  was  not  possessed  by  Kyburg 
and  the  abbey  of  St,  Gallen.  The  Counts  of 
Neuchattel,  Gruyeres,  Savoy,  Thierstein,  Bu- 
chekj  Homberg,  Werdenberg,  Sargans,  Ro- 
thenburg ;  the  Barons  of  Granson,  of  Wissen- 
berg,  Lassara ;  the  Lords  of  Wadishwil,  Re- 
gensberg,  Brandis,  and  many  others,  though 
they  acknowledged  the  paramount  authority 
of  the  Emperor,  yet  availed  themselves  so  dexr 
terously  of  the  distractions  of  the  empire,  as  to 
)>ecome  almost  independent, 

1 3  Th« 
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CHAf.  The  dignified  clergy  were  bo  less  richly  enr 
v.^-v-«^  dowed.  Besides  large  temporal  possessions  .and 
jurisdictionsj  tlielpiritual  authority  of  the  bir 
shops  pervaded  the  whole  country.  The  Ab- 
bot of  St.  Gallen  owned  the  chief  part  of  the 
Rhinthal,  and  of  the  pountry  of  Appenzel. 
iSeckingen  was  sOTcreign  in  the  valley  of  Claris. 
The  nunnery  atZuric  held  the  greatest  part  of 
the  dale  of  Uri.  The  Beron-minster  in  Argau 
possessed  ample  estates  in  the  same  valley,  and 
in  Schwitz  and  Underwaldwi :  some  luids  In 
Underwalden  belonged  to  the  canons  ofLu- 
cern ;  while  those  of  St.  Ursus  at  Soleure,  and 
of  St.  Saviour  at  Shaffhausen,  had  the  highest 
-prer(^tive8  ifvithin  their  towns.  The  sanctity 
of  Our  Lady  of  the  Hermitage™  secured  to  it  a 
Tnore  extensive  aod  prevailing  authority,  and* 
greater  source  of  riches  than  its  landed  posses- 
sions. Large  toacts  among  these  mountains 
were  likewise  granted  to  foreign  abbeys.  The 
town  of  Lucern,  and  a  considerable  district 
round  it,  were  some  time  the  property  of  the 
abbey  of  Murbach  in  Alsace;  and  the  Rhsetian 
Talley  of  Valteline  hB,d  ,becn  ceded  by  Charle- 
magne to  the  abbey  of  St.  Denis  near  Paris. 
Moat  of  the  cities  had  now  obtained  the  pn- 
.      Tilege  of  chusing  their  own  magistrates,  and 
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tarious  francbises  wljich  gradually  raised  them  CKaf. 
to  a  level  with  tbe  counk  and  prelates ;  but  ' 
tbeir  coasoious  energy^  tbeir  industry  and  fru' 
gat  habits,  were  far  more  advantageous  to  them 
than  the  municipal  rights  they  from  time  to' 
time  wrested  from  the  reluctant  lords.  The 
power  of  these  lords  could  ftnly  oulure  while 
tbe  people  lived  separate  and  iincoonected.  A^ 
freer  intercourse  and  a  spirit  of  association  Boovi 
checked  its  prevalency,  and  gradually  brougbi 
on  its  Bnal  abolition. 


CHAP- 
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THE  BISTORT  OF 


CHAP.     IV. 

The  Swiss. 


"WTHILE  the  dukes  of  Zseringen  were,  under 
the  supremacy  of  the  empire,  exerting 
theic  authority  over  the.  fairest  part  of  Helv<e- 
tia,  and  many  powerful  counts  and  prelates 
were  struggling  with  the  rising  cities  for  pre- 
emioence  and  local  franchises,  there'existed  in 
the  midst  of  them  a  race  so  little  known,  so 
unobserved,  that  the  Abbot  of  Einsidlen,  when 
he  obtained  grants  in  the  parts  it  occupied, 
found  it  practicable  to  conceal  its  very  name 
from  the  Emperor  ;  thus  precluding  an  accu- 
rate demarcation  of  the  boundaries,  and  the  li- 
mitation of  future  claims.  This  small  tribe 
was  no  sooner  noticed,  but  it  immediately  dis- 
played all  the  firmness  and  energy.  Joined  with 
temper  and  moderation,  it  has  since  manifested 
on  numberless  occasions.  Amidst  gay  meadows, 
at  the  foot  of  a  lofty  mountain,'  and  not  far 
from  the  banks  of  the  kike  of  Lucern,  stood  its 
capital  burgh  Schwitz,"  from  which  all  Helvetia 

'  The  Haken. 

•  Suites  ocean  In  the  ancient  records.  It  will  beausefiil 
ATthogcaphical  dlstioctioo  to  writs  Sckaitz  and  Schaitzen, 
■    ■  whea. 
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has  since  derived  its  name  and  independence.  Cha!p. 
The  sides  of  the  surrounding  mountains  areva-  --jr^^^j 
riegated  with  gay  verdure,  and  the  dUsky  hue 
of  pine  forests:  several  df  their  summits  are  bare 
tocks.  This  alternate  mixture  of  dfeary  waste, 
t>f  fertile  tawns,  of  scattCTed  dwellings,  and 
peaceful  flocks  and  shepherds  wandering  on 
the  downy  turf;  the  variety  of  glowing  tints 
displayed  by  the  sunbeams  on  the  massy  rocksj 
the  splendor  of  the  lake,  the  purenessof  theair; 
the  consciousness  of  security  derived;  not  {rom 
artificial  fences,  but  from  the  perpetual  bul- 
warks of  insurmountable  precipices ;  the  ease 
and  freedom  of  a  pastoral  life ;  all  tended  to  in- 
«pire  this  people  with  a  contented  cheerfulness 
and  dauntless  intrepidity,  to  which  fhey  owed 
the  ardent  love  of  independence  which  to  our 
days  has  eminently  distinguished  them,  «vea 
from  their  free-minded  neighbours  and  confe-  ' 
derates.  Never,  unless  when  misled  by  artful 
demagogues,  have  they  deviated  from  their  pri- 
mitive maxinn  of  justice,  candour,  and  inflexi- 
ble integrity. 

when' this  partiodar  Idwn,  Caniotim  people  are  ideant }  anil 
to  appropriate  Sariu  and  ^eisterland  to  the  nation  and  couir- 
tiy  at  imgt.  Fastidious  critics  would  no  doubt  reprobate, 
tt  a  quaiutness,  the  softening  the  former  appellations  into 
SkUz  and  Sioitxert  i  bat  SwUxtrUmi  a  owiifestly  a  ipoiiooi 
rierivatjon. 

Coaceming 
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CHAP.       Concerning tbeir  origin,  the  following  is  the 

^.'-Y-^-'  oral  tradition  which  has  been  handed  down 

^eiron-  fhrough   many  generations,  and  still  obtains 

among  them.     '  An  ancient  kingdom  in  the 

'  noi'th,  either  in    Friesland^  or  Scandinavia, 

*  was  once  visited  by  a  famine  :  the  people  as^ 
'  sembled,  and  the  majority  decreed  that  every 
'  tenth  man  with  his  family  should  evacuate  the 
'  country.  Lots  were  cast;  and  those  on  whtmi 
'  they  fell  quitted  their  native  seats  amidst  tbe 
'  cries  and  lamentations  of  their  friends,  and 

*  kinsmen;  the  mothers  in  deep  dismay  led  out 
'  their  helpless  infanta.  In  three  bands  under 
'  three  leaders  came  forth  six  thousand  hardy 
'  gigantic  men,  with  tbeir  wives,'  children,  and 

'  most  valuable  effects.  They  swore  never  to  ^ 
'  forsake  each  other ;  and  prayed  to  God  to 

*  ^'ant  them  a  land  like  tliat  of  their  forefa- 
'  thers,  wh.cre  they  might  graze  their  cattle 
'without  fear  of  molestation  or  oppressive 
'power.  GodbroughttbemtoavaleintbeAIpa^ 

*  where  they  builtSchwitz.  Tbe  people  increased 
'  in  number.  They  spared  no  labour  in  clear- 
'  ing  away  the  woods;  4)utwhen  the-vale  could 
'  no  longer  contain  them,  somi  went  ever  t» 
'  the  black  mountain,^  and  some  to  tbe  white 

"  Not  the  modera  Prieslancl,  but  torps   island  in  the-. 
Nmli  Seas. 
I  Mount  Bcunig,  in  Underwaldcn: 

'  taads.. 
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'landa.''  If  these  traditioaal  songs  be  compared  chap. 
tvith  what  we  learn  from  more  creditable  histo-  i.^^-vx' 
rians/  it  appears  well  attested  that  this  original 
race  gradually  spread  itself  all  over  the  high 
mountainous  tract  between  Schwitz  and  Gruy- 
eres.  The  date  and  circumstances  of  this  migra- 
tion are  not  known :  people  tike  these  paid  little 
attention  to  the  lapse  of  time ;"  and  the  tradi- 
tioiial  accounts  of  famines  in  the  north  are  fre- 
quent, and  common  to  various  countries ;  nor 
can  the  names  and  iocidejats  related  in  these 
■ODgs,  since  the  ancient  language  of  the  Swiss 
has  been  graduaUy  disused^  afford  any  clue  to 
the  industrious  antiquary. 

The  earliest^  of  these  songs  boast  of  an  abso-  TWr  sm 
-hife  independence ;  and  it  is  attested  by  records  ^ 
that  this  people  voluntarily  applied  for  and 
readily  obtained  the  protection  of  the  Emperor.'^ 
This  sin^lar  distinctifm  was  peculiar  to  theSwisi, 
'  and  by  no  means  extended  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  neighbouring  valley^.  Many  iodtviduals 
waong  them  however  acknowledged  a  limited 

J  Oberhasli  among  the  glacieri,  between  St,  Gothard  and' 
the  lake  oflTtun. 

*  Paul  Warneftid,  Etterlin,  Annal,  Bertiniani,  Sec, 

*  Events  are  frequently  blended  together  in  old  tredit'ionir 
though  thousands  of  years  may  have  intervened._ 

''  I^Knte  nostrum  tt  imperii  dominum  etegisUs,  lays  the 
Emperor  Frederick  the  Second,  in  a  charter  of  the  year 

Bubjectiooi 
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cijAP_  subjectLon  io  alien  lords  both  spiritual  and  fencf- 
^^J^L,  poral;  to  the  Counts  of  Rappcrswyl;  the  abbeys 
of  Lucern,  Einsidlen,  and  Beron-miuster  ;  the 
nunnery  at  Zuric  :  but  especially  to  the  Count 
of  Lenzburg.  Their  laws  were  those  of  the 
Alemanni:  they  were  administered  by  the  Duke 
fjf  Suabia  as  Imperial  Prefect.  The  advocacy 
of  the  country  was  by  free  election  conferred 
for  a  limited  number  of  years  on  the  Count  of 
LeuKburg,  whose  immediate  protection  in  those 
convulsive  times,  and  t^e  frequent  absences 
of  the  Emperor  in  bis  distant  wars,  they  could 
not  well  dispense  with.  Nothing  of  moment 
.■was  however  ti-ansacted  without  the  concur 
reoce  of  the  people  in  a  public  assembly  both  of 
the  freemen  and  vassals.  The  body  of  the  peo^- 
ple  chose  their  chief  m^istrate.'  This  office 
■  was  invariably  conferred  on  men  of  free  condi- 
lioD,  good  repute,  and  adequate  property.  Vas- 
sals were  not  eligible;  the  honour  of  a  free  jieo^- 
ple  necessarily  implying  the  independence  of 
its  chief.  No  law  excluded  indigence  from  this 
high  office ;  but  it  would  have  been  detrimental 
to  the  less  substantial  shepherd,  who  had  to  tend 
his  cattle  from  alp  to  alp,  to  have  been  bound ' 
to  a  permanent  residence  in  the  valley,  which 
the  administration  of  public  affairs  indispeHsw- 
tly  required.  To  tite  office  of  jurors  they  chose 
f  Landamman :  Mmistei:  ValUs,  in  tlie  rccordi. 

1  only 
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only  such  men  as,  either  through  the  frugality  ^^' 
and  industry  of  their  forefethers,  or  their  own  ^-""v-w 
thriftiness,  were  possessed  of  a,  competency. 
Plain  sense,  until  warped  by  specioua  sophistry, 
will  ever  point  out  intuitively,  that  those  only 
who  have  a  real  interest  in  it,  will  be  earnestly 
solicitous  for  the  welfare  and  independence  of 
their  country  Trifling  differences  were  com- 
promised by  seven,  and  sometimes  nine  jurors: 
when  honour  was  concerned,  the  number  was 
doubled ;  and  in  contests  of  higher  moment, 
it  was  still  further  increased,  either  by  the  sum- 
.  mons  of  the  chief  magistrate,  or  the  election  of 
the'  district  in  which  the  cause  depended. 
Theje  are  itill  traces  in  Schwitz  bfastreet-coart, 
which  consists  of  the  first  seven  men  who  hap- 
pen to  assemble  in  th^  street,  where  the  parties 
are  contending  on  trivial  matters.  Capital  of- 
fences were  tried  by  the  Imperial  commissary ; 
but  ever  in  public,  and  within  the  country. 
Nothing  less  than  the  supreme  authority  of  the 
Emperor  could,  in  those  ungovernable  times, 
control  the  vindictive  wrath  of  injured  parties. 

The  Swiss  dwelt  for  some  time  in  scattered  Theircoan- 
habitations  throughout  the  woods  and  deserts  of  ^o  c^. 
the  Alps,  and  had  but  one  place  of  public  wor-  "*"" 
ship.  After  some  time  theybuilt  another  church;', 

*  In  the  Maotta  vale,  above  Schwitz,  where  to  this  3aj 
beie  is  an  insulated  church,  wBich.  the  people  of  theae  val- 
ley* 


J«.l,:s=:,G()OgIC 


m  THE  BlStORV  OV 

CHAP,  and  at  length  wheiij  by  a  long  period  of  pro- 
Virv>^  ^essive  industry  and  population,  ^  great  jtart 
of  the  country  had  been  cleared  and  fertilized, 
many  villages,  besides  the  primary  ones  of 
Schwitz,  Altorf  and  Stantz,  arose,  by  various  , 
incidents,  of  which  no  particulars  have  reached 
our  knowledge.  The  valleys  of  Schwitz,  Uri,' 
and  XJuderwalden,  all  which  open  upon  the 
Forest  la^e,  became  now,  by  the  increase  of 
their  religious  as  well  a^  municipal  institutions, 
in  a  manner  unconnected;  although  to  stranr 
gets  they  still  appeared  as  one  undivided  state. 
Those  of  the  people,  on  the  other  hand,  who 
had  wandered  over  the  mountains  to  the  vale 
of  Hasli,  having  spread  beyond  the  limits  of 
'  friendly  intei'course,  and  not  having  the  same 
foes  to  contend  with,  became  gradually  a  dis- 
tinct community,  and  wer^  in  time  wholly 
estranged  from  this  ancient  Confederacy.  Thfr 
manner  in  which  the  country,  thus  occupied  by 
the  Svfiu,  became  divided  into  three  eantons^ 
may  be  inferred  from  the  example  of  the  (ustri- 
bution  made  in  the  valley  of  Underwalden, 
vheu  the  district  above  the  forest"  grew  much 
more  populous  than  the  lovro'  one  near  Stantz. 

kjs  still  hold  in  great  veneration,  probably  on  account  of  iti 
great  antiquity. 

'"  The  Keinwald,  vhich  runs  acrots  tbs  ciatoo  aeatlf 
aoitb  and  BODtb. 

11  The 
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llie  gen«al  aaeemblies  of  the  whole  people  chap. 
were  held  at  Wieserlen,  near  the  centre  of  the  v.#-»^ 
country;  hut  the  courts  of  judicature  were  sta- 
iionary  at  the  chief  burgh  Stantz,  whence  the 
people  had  originally  spread  to  the  different 
parts  of  the  valley.  The  more  populous  dis- 
trict however,  the  track  above  the  forest,  wai 
allowed  to  chuse.a  double  number  of  jurors  for 
the  fissizes ;  but  it  likewitte  bore  a  double  share 
in  the  puUic  expenditures.  This  people  ob-  iiso. 
serving  sooa  after  that  most  persons  of  property 
had  settled  at  Stantz,  in  girder  to  bo  near  the 
seats  of  government  and  Justice,  thought  this 
an  unequal  distribution :  they  demanded  an 
assesmient  of  the  poll-tax  according  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  contributors,  or  eUe  that 
the  court  should  be  transferred  into  their  terri- 
tory. This  met  with  strong  opposition.  At 
length  however  the  people  of  both  districts 
held  a  meeting,  and  came  to  •  an  agreement : 
'  that  a  landamnnan  and  jurors  should  hold  as- 

•  sizes  at  Saruen  for  the  people  above  the  forest 
'  and  that  a  similar  tribunal  should  continue 
'  at  Stantz  for  those  below  the  forest :  that  the 
'  general  assemblies  of  the  people  should  conti- 

*  nue  to  meet  at  Wieserlen;  but  that  both  com-         ', 
'  munities  should  be  authorized  to  hold  distinct 

'  assemblies  at  Stantz  and  Siurnen:  that  the  larger 

'  district  should  have  the  custody  of  the  gre^ 

'  banner 
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■    'bannerof  the  canton;  but  that  those  of  Stajitz 

^  *  might  have  a  banner  of  their  OWE.*  These  two 
districts  became  thus  so  independent  of  each 
othef,  that  though  they  jointly  formed  only  one 
member  in  the  Helvetic  Confederacyj  yet  each 
has  more  than  once  been  known  to  engage  in  a 
war  without  the  participation  of  the  other. 
ITnderwalden  contained  of  late  oply  a  few  vil- 
lages more  than  it  numbered  at  that  period  : 
the  territory  of  Schwitz  had  then  not  half  the 
extent  it  has  since  obtained  ;  and  the  people  of 
Uri  had  not  yet  the  sovereignty  of  Urseren,  nor 
any  authority  in  the  Leventine  valley.  Free- 
dom indeed  existed  among  this  people  ;  but  it 
-was  not  universal.  Except  that  their  manners 
-were  somewhat  softened  by  the  precepts  of 
Christianity,  the  Swiss  might,  at  this  early  pe- 
riod, perhaps  not  unaptly,  be  compared  to  the 
five  Indian  nations  on  the  Canadian  lakes. 

:e  This  people,  the  restorers  of  freedom  and  of 
a  f(£deral  union,  of  which  Helvetia  had,  since 
the  victory  <>f  Csesar,  been  deprived  for  upwards 
of  twelve  centuries,  had  now  continued  long  in 
a  state  of  happy  obscurity,  unnoticed  and  un- 
envied,  when  Gerard  of  Froburg,  Abbot  of 
Einsidlen,  charged  them  before  the  Emperor 
Henry  the  Fifth,  with  having  driven  th^ir  cattle 
upon  the  lands  belonging  to  his  abbey.  The 
increasing  herds  of  the  subjects  of  Einsidlen 
had. 
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liad,  in  fact,  met  those  of  the  Scliwitzers  oa    char. 
grounds  which  the  latter  considered  as  their  srv"iN<» 
beredjtarv  property.     The  limits  had  been  in- 
accurately defined  in  the  ^rant  of  Henry  the 
Second ;  and  the  abbot  thought,  that  under  the 
djenominatlon  of  the  boundless  waste,  \vere  com- 
prized whatever  lands  in  these  parts  be  might 
be  inclined  to  occupy.     Both  parties  refused 
to  yield  ;  and  contests  ensued  similar  to  those    ' 
of  the  patriarchs,  when  they  dug  wells  in  the 
desert  of  Gerar.     The  prelate  inflicted  his  spl- 
xitual  censures,  and  summoned  the  people,  be- 
fore the  tribunal  of  the  Suabian  lords.     The 
people  paid  no  r€^ard  to  either,  deeming  them- 
selves amenable  only  to  tlie  Imperial  court.    la 
this  court  at  Mentz  they  werte  -aX  length  sued     ant 
"  by  the  abbot-     Few  of  thum  could  probably 
either  read  or  write ;  they  knew  nothing  of  the 
grant ;  but  they  endeavoured  to  establish  tbeir 
claims  by  the  testimony  of  their  aged  fathers. 
A  mere  informality  may  here^  as  in  manyiother     , 
cases,  have  Converted  right  into  wrong.     T!ie 
Swiss  were  cast ;  but  they  resolved,  notwith- 
staading  the  award,  to  maintain  with  firmness 
what    they    considered    as  their   prescriptive 
right.    Their  contumacy  passed  for  some  time 
unnoticed  ;  but  the  monks^  after  an  interval  of 
thirty  years,  obtained  from  tlie  Emperor  Conrad     ii«- 
the  Third,  a  positive  decree  that  the  people  of 
SchwitZj 
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CHAP.  Schwitz,  whom  this  more  immediately  coDcern- 
w->^  ed,  and  Count  Ulric  of  Lenzburg  their  advo- 
cate, do  without  delay,  under  pain  of  incurriag 
the  Imperii  interdict,  obey  the  sentence.  The 
Schwitzers  declared,  '  If  the  Emperor,  regard- 
'  less  of  our  long  established  right,  and  io  con- 
'  tempt  of  the  memory  of  our  forefathers,  pleasei 

*  to  grant  away  our   Alps  to  the  rapacious 

*  monks,  what  need  we  his  protection  ?  hence- 
' '  forth  let  our  right  arm  protect  us.'  The  in- 
dignant Emperor  put  them  under  the  ban  of  the 
empire :  the  Kshop  of  Constance  excommuni- 
cated them ;  but  they  feared  neither  the  Em- 
ptor nor  the  thunder  of  the  church;  nor  could 
they  conceive  that  to  defeiid  a  just  cause,  was 
an  offence  before  God.  They  were  joined  by 
Vri  and  UnderwiUdea :  they  continued  to 
trade  with  Zuric  and  Lucem,where  the  markets, 
pursuant  to  the  privil^es  of  those  cities>  were 
free  even  to-  outlaws :  they  compelled  their 
priests  to  officiate  as  usual;  and  they  tended 
their  cattle  unaided  and  undaunted.  In  this 
they  were  encouraged  by  the  doctrines  Arnold 
of  Brescia  had  propagated  in  these  parts ;  and 
they  were  countenanced  by  most  of  their  neigh- 
bours. Frederick  the  First  having  ascended 
the  Imperial  throne.  Count  Ulric  of  Lenzburg. 
advocate  of  these  valleys,  came  among  the  peo- 
ple, assured  them  that  the  Emperor  loved  brave 
men,  and  exhorted  them  to  follow  biw  in  his 

wars^ 
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wsrsj  after  ihe  eKaihple  of  tbeir  aaicestors ;  and  taiAp. 
to  pay  no  regard  to  tiie  vain  menaces  of  the  v 
moaks.  The  hearts  of  the  people  are  eT«r  in  the 
hftods  of  ma^animouB  heroes  ;  and  tlus  people 
has  evCT  been  loyal  when  not  wantonly  op- 
pressed. Six  hundred  youths  cheerfully  grasped  1155. 
their  arms  and  marched  over  the  mountains  into 
Italy,  in  the  cause  of  tfie  friend  of  their  ho- 
noured leader.  Frederick  and  his  succeesor 
.exp^ieoced  a  series  of  misfortunes ;  but  ncp- 
thing  could  abate  the  love  or  shake  the  fidelity 
these  people  hid  vowed  to  the  monarchs  of  the 
Suabian  race. 

Long  after  the  death  of  Ulric,  the  friend  of 
the  Swiss,  and  last  reigning  Count  of  I^enz- 
bui^,  and  soon  after  the  confederacy  of  the 
three  cantons  had  been  once  more  renewed 
under  Walta:  of  Attinghauseo,  Landamtnan  of 
Uri,"  Rudolph  Count  of  Hapsburg,  and  Land-  - 
grave  in  Alsace,"  obtained  by  free  election  the  jfiio. 
office  of  Advocate  of  Underwalden.  As  he 
held  the  same  office  in  the  abbey  of  Muihach, 
his  influ»iee  in  Lucern  might  have  been  bene- 
ficial to  the  neighbouring  countries :  his  power 
was  certainly  formidable.  Tire  Empacor  Otho 
the  Fourth,  of  the  house  of  Brunswick,  who 
courted  the  favour  of  the  great,  in  order  to 

"  These  renewak  appear  to  have  been  decemual. 

"  Grandfcther  to  the  great  Rndolph:  ,  , 

VOL.  I.  M  establisti,  . 
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CHAP,  establish  his  throne  a^nst  the  preceding  Sur- 
(  bian  line^  readily  seconded  Rudolph  in  his 
plans  of  a^randizement ;  and  being  apprized 
that  the  Swiss  had  favoured  the  rival  race,  be 
constituted  him  Imperial  Commissary  over  the 
three  cantons.  They  accepted  him'  reluctantly, 
and  not  until  he  had  solemnly  engaged  to  de- 
fend their  rights  and  maintain  their  indepeuT 
deoce.  In  this  capacity  he  presided  over  the 
criminal  judicature,  guarded  the  highways 
and  waters  against  depredations,  and  quelled  all 
public  frays  and  disturbance's;  for  men  in 
those  times  were  ever  prone  to  gratify  their 
love,  hatred,  or  revenge,  with  uncontroled  im-^ 
petuosity  ;  confiding  during  life  in  their  own 
enei^,  and  that  after  death  their  trusty  friends 
would  vindicate  their  cause.  Count  Henry  of 
Rapperswyl  molested,  about  this  time,  and 
drove  the  shepherds  and  herds  of  the  S£.bwitzers 
from  the  lands  claimed  by  the  Abbot  of  Ein^ 
sidlep,  but  which  they  still  continued  to  oc- 
c|ipyi.and  to  defend  as  their  hereditary  pro- 
perty. This  contest  was  adjusted  by  Count 
Rudolph,  in  the  presence  and  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  chief  magistrates  and  many 
rciputdble  men  of  both  parties.  Some  of  the 
huids  were  shared  and  appropriated ;  others 
remained  still  in  common.  Thetranquillity  that- 
ensued  was  not  however  of  long  continuance : 
thQ 
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■Che  jarring  interests  of  the  clergy  and  laity,  chap. 
and  the  multitude  of  feudal  rights  claimed  by  ^^-^rO- 
the  nobles,  could  not  fail,  in  these  times  of  per- 
petual &ctions  and  extortion,  to  {umish  fre- 
quent preteuces  for  strife  and  animositieSj  ip 
which  these  cantons  appear  to  hav?  been  re- 
peatedly inyolTed. 

Thus  were  the  Swiss,  in  the  year  when  the 
great  Rudolph  of  H^psburg  was  horn,  living  isic 
in  their  native  freedom  and  foederal  union,  in 
increasing  prosperity,  strenuous  in  the  mainte- 
nance of  their  rights,  and  reluctantly  yielding 
to  the  official  authorky  of  )Uie  elder  Rudolph, 
his  grandfather.  In  the  same  year,  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  Fehruary,  in  the  ninety^first 
year  of  the  Zxringian  Vicegerency  in  Bur- 
gundy, and  in  the  twenty-seventh  after  the 
foundation  of  the  city  of  Berne,  died  Berthold 
the  Fifth,  of  ZieringeD,  whose  power  had  been 
most  prevalent  in  Helvetia,  often  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protection,  but  not  always  without 
some  imputation  of  injustice." 

'^  The  folloviog  curious  passage,  singularly  descriptive 
of  the  character  of  the  Swiss,  bai  lately  been  discovered  in  a 
MSc.  Chronicle  of  the  abbey  of  Corvey,  which  appears  tg 
have  beeii  i^tten  about  the  banning  of  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury. '  Religiouem  Dostram,  et  omnium  Latins  ecdesiae 
'Christiaaomni  fidem,  laici  exSuavia,  SuiciA,  et  Bavaria 
'humiliarevolueruntj  homioeR  seducti  ab  antiqua progenia 
'  tiapHcium  bominum,  qui  Alpei  et  viciniam  habitant,  et 
M  a  'lemp^ 
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ftuA»  '  ■eiDp*r  Jjnant  antiqua.  In  Soaviam,  Bavariam  et  Italiam 
'  borealem  scpe  tntrant  illoruni  (ex  Suicia)  mercatores,  qui 
'  Biblia  ediicimt  memoriter,  et  ritui  ecdesis  aversantar 
'  qiioc  creddnt  use  noros.  N^unt  iouguies  vracrari,  r^- 
'  qoias  luictorum  aversantai'  i  ctet?  coateiaza,  caro  laaMi- 
'  cantes  carneiB,  alii  nuniquam.  Appeliamiu  eos  icdica 
'  Manictueos.  HoTUm  quidam  ab  HoDsaria  ad  eos  coave* 
'  nenmt.  Ice' 


:.at.:,S:,G00glc 


THE  B±lVVttO  C«lVfi»lER&Cr.  Ill 


-CHAP,  v.- 

Stidotfk  of  HapsHrg. 

''PHE  rich  inheritance  of  the  powerful  home   CHae 
of  Zffiringen  fell,  after  the  demise  of  its  last  v-^v^ ; 
'  duke,   into  the  hands   ef  various  claimants.'  duriDg  b!i 
tJiric  of  Kjburg,  the  brother-in-law  ofBer-    ""^' 
thold  the  Fifth,  obtained  his  allodial  estates  in 
Upper  Burgundy ;  the  Dufce  of  Teck,  and 
the  Count  of  Hohen-Aurach,  entered  on  all  his 
lands  in  Suabia  ;  and  the  landgraviate  of  Bris- 
gau   devolved  to  the  Margrave   of  Baden. 
Berne  and  Zuric  applied  to  tbe  Emperor  Fre- 
derick the  Second  for  a  confirmation  of  their 
privileg'es  ^  sutd  being,  ^oth  situate  on  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  empire,  they  were  declared  free 
imperraV, cities.    'The  two  Frihurgs' .  io  the" 
Brisgaii  and  XTchtrand  having  been  built  oir 
private  heritable  lands,  remained  under  the  paf 

'  Hermaa,  &e  ancesloT  of  the  house  of  Badea,  «asson 
dEttae  flntfatthald  of  Zxnagaa,  Ariio^dicd  ia.10^7:  TJm 
btlkettdT  Arbeit,  tba  fi>ander  of  the  borne- of  Took,  wai  mot 
to  Conrad  of  Ztenngen,  who  died  in  1152.  Ann,  sister  to  ' 
the  lait  Berthold,  waa  married  to  Uliie  Count  of  Kyburgj 
atd  another  liiter  was  wife  to  the'  Count  of  Hbhen-Aurad). 
trona^ 
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CHAP.  troDSge  of  advocates;  the  former  of  tlie  house 
«  of  Hohen-Aurach,  and  the  latter  of  Kyburg. 
llie  vicegerency  of  Burgundy  was,  with  some 
abatement  of  its  honours  and  authority,  com- 
mitted successively  by  the  Emperor  to  various 
noblemen  of  different  families,  and  even  to 
cities.  About  this  time  were  celebrated  the 
nuptials  between  Hartman,  the  son  of  Count 
Uiric  of  Kyburg,  and  Margaret^  daughter  «f 
Thomas  Count  of  Savoy.  Her  brother  Peter 
was  emerging  out  of  infancy/  when  Rudolph 
the  son  of  Albert  of  Hapsburg,  and  of  Uedw^ 
sister  to  the  above  Hartman,  vras  born.  These 
t'ifo  men  have  since  occasioned  memorable 
events  and  vicissitudes  in  the  political  state  of 
their  respective  countries.  Ai%er  this  time,  a 
period  of  twenty  years  elapsed,  in  which  there 
is  little  to  commemorate  hut  frequent  stru^lei 
between  die  counts  and  cities,  the  progressive 
increase  of  the  latter,  and  the  gradual  improve- 
ivents  of  industry  and  agriculture,  whose 
peaceful  annals  are  far  more  grateful  to  men 
of  just  discernment  and  benevolent  lieartf^  than 
the  splendid  details  of  bloody  victories  are  cap- 
tivating to-the  vulgar. 

The  city  of  3erne,  at  this  time  confined 
"trithin  narrow  limits,  and  possessing  oidy  two 

*  H«  wu  bom  in  the  fear  1203; 

foreitf 
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forests  and  one  pasture,  did  notwithstanding  chaP. 
more  tban  once  cope  with  powerful  counts  \>-v^ 
and  monarchs,  and  obtained  an  influence  in 
Burgundj>  little  inferior  to  .that  which  had 
been  exercised  by  the  Dukes  of  Zsringen. 
This  energy  it  owed  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
peculiarity  of  its  local  situation,  which  render- 
ed a  strict  adherence  to  certain  invEuriable 
maxims  indispensably  necessary  for  its  pr^r- 
vation. 

At  the  time  when  the  Emperor  raised  Berne  tn  ooMti* 
to  the  raukof  an  Imperial  city,  the  body  of  its  Muwtn. 
burghers  consisted  of  freemen,  and  of  vassals. 
Each  bui^her,  as  a  pledge  of  his  fidelity,  was 
bound  to  become  a  householder.     Each,  with- 
out any  regard  to  kindred,  might  prosecute  the 
assassin  of  a  c6-burgher,  either  by  legal  process^ 
or  by  duel.    At  the  age  of  fourteen  they  enter- 
ed into  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  privileges : 
at  fifteen  they  swore  alliance  to  the  Empe- 
ror, the  city  and  its  magistrates :  they  prided 
themselves  in  their  municipal  preri^tives,  and 
eagerly  resented  every  attack  upon  the  hoAour- 
of  their  city.    Surrounded  by  formidable  rivals, 
they  lived  in  fearless  independeqce,  and  in  the< 
full  enjoyment  of  all  the  freedom  compatible- 
wth  civil  society.     Respectful  submission  to* 
parents  was  strictly  enjoined ;  and  it  was  even 
enacted 
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(HAr..  eoacted  by  a  special  law,  that  if  a  son  and  lii* 
;  wife  resided  with  his  mother,  tlK  parent  tbould 
always  cetaiji  the  upper  place  on  the  hearth  oa 
vhicfa  they  puiook  of  tiieir  meals.  The  avoyer 
and  aenftt^  were  elected  annually  by  the  collec- 
tive  body  of  the  barghers  :  whenever  they  had 
an  advocate,  he  wa&  of  their  own  choosing. 
Abaoneret  was  in  subsequent  timesappointed' 
for  the  superinteodance  of  all  matters  ^at  re- 
lated to  the  military,  the  taxes,  wardships  and 
-  isberitaiKes.  In  affiiirs  of  ^at  moment  «ix- 
teen  burghers,  chosen  by  the  body  al  large, 
\yeiee  added  to  the  senate.  These  effieei  were 
bcld  dMks:  by  nobles  and  plebeians,  without  any 
dtf  tia/ctijott  of  rank,  withtuk  pride  or  jealousy, 
m^  being  considered  as.  services  which  the 
QomwoQweaUh  had  a  right  to  c>aim,  without 
gratuity.  This  senate  wa»tiM  supreme  magis- 
tracy ia:BecBe:  ikt  decrees  could'OBly.be  re- 
versed by  a  pwuMbie  of  the  Aulic  court  of  the 
i&nperoc  'IHiia  coBstitutien,  with  few  excep- 
laoitf,  wascommQi^  o  many  other  cities.  The 
senate  in  those  'days  did-  not  consist  of  men  of 
commoa  energy,  or  better  skilled  in  d(Hnestic 
liYalRy  and  selfish  intrigues,  than  ui  the  great- 
cnncons.oCthe  community,  imditB  relative  in~ 
toreiU  with  other  states.  Many  of  its  first 
aveyeta  wd  memb^s  ar«  exttdled  in  the  a>iu^ 
i       .  of 
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of  their  country,  and  thek  names  are-  still  |»q-  chae. 
nounced  with  gratitiid*  and  veneratien.*  Find-  -. 
ing  no  longer  the  security  they  looked  for  from 
the  protection  of  the  Emperor,  whose  perpetaal 
and  distant  wars  drew  his  attention  elsewhere, 
these  patriotic  rulers,  jointly  with  the  people, 
resolved  to  trust  to  their  own  raeans  for  protec-  ' 
tion :  and  this  confidence,  together  with  the 
superiority  of  its  constitutioBi  and  the  wisdon* 
of  its  administration,  soon  spread  tite  feme  of 

'  the  prosperous  city,  &nd  attracted  a  concourse 
of  fresh  inhabitants  of  every  rank,  from-  various 
parts  of  the  adjacent  country,  more  especially 
firom  the  Alpine  district,  which,  from  its  high 
tituation,  has  obtained  the  name  of  the  Ober- 
knd. 

Advancing  from  Berne  along-  fte  Uchtland,  (TVOber- 
many  hills  rise  on  each  side  the  Aar,  on  most 

,  of  whose  summiti  are  to  this  day  the  remains 
of  ancient  castles.  Many  rapid  but  fertilizing  , 
streams  issue  from  among  the  valleys,  and  swell 
the  river.  At  Ttntn,  a  lake  almost  unfathom- 
able presents  itself  among  steep  mountains, 
which,  to  the  eastsvard,  join  to  the  great  cluster 
of  the  St.  Gothard :  their  summits  often  seem 
to  rert  on  clouds.     Further  on,  the  Aar,  after 

"  Jagisdorf,  Egerdon,  Buchek,  Bubenberg,  Eschenbacb, 
Wattewille,  Erlacb,  kc^ 

bursting 
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CHAP,  buraiiig  from  a  meer,*  surrouoded  by  still  higliei' 
I  mountaiiis,  descends  with  rapid  velocity  ati'ogs 
a  fertile'  plaifli  and  pours  its  waters  into  this 
lower  lake  near  InterlacheO'  Tbs  higher  the 
traveller  ascends  into  the  Upper  Alps^  the  more 
will  he  be  struck  with  the  immensity  of  the 
■scenery :  as  be  proceeds,  he  will  wander  over 
many  cr^;y  paths,  through  the  lofty  dales  of 
Hasli,  till  he  arrives  at  the  edge  of  tremendous 
precipices,  bordered  by  vast  forests  of  dusky, 
pines,'  interspersed  ^ith  the  less  gloomy  rose* 
bay,^  feltwort/  wiuterbloom,*  savin/  and  the 
aromatic,  but  humble  flowerets  of  the  bay- 
leaved  willow.'"  Here  the  slippery  turf  limits 
both  the  pasture  of  cattle,  and  the  hazardous 
iteps  of  the  inquisitive  traveller.  Mountains  of 
snow,  ^nd  immense  piles  of  everlasting  icet 
succeed,  and  involve  the  towering  peaks  of  the 
Wetterborn,  the  Scbrekhorn,  and  the  Jungfrau- 
hom,  three  of  the  most  lofty  summits  of  the 
Alps.  Not  far  to  the  eastward,  on  the  Grim- 
sel,  springs  the  Aar  from  an  icy  cavern.    In 

*  The  kke  of  Brienz. 

^  FinoB  cembra. 

'  Rhododendroa  fenigineHm. 

''  Gentiana  croc'iata. , 
'  Azidlea  pTocumbens. 
'  JuQiperns  Gabina. 
"  Salix  pentandn. 

deep 
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deep  creyiceirare  seen  .large  sparkling  crystals :  chap. 
scarce  a  clianiois  ventures,  to  bound  along  the  <^i^v-h' 
crOgg :  and  from  inaccessible  caves  are  heard 
the  shrieks  of  a  few  solitary  vultures."  Except 
one  or  two  lonely  paths  that  lead  across  this 
frozen  tract,  no  vestige  of  a  human  being  oc- 
curs during  several  days  journey.  The  ve- 
nomous wolfsbane''  is  here  a  cheering  sight, 
being  the  only  produce  of  vegetable  life.  Still 
higher  to  the  westward  is  mount  Gemmij  a  bare 
and  shivered  rock;  at  the  summit  of  which, 
above  the  lake  Dauben,  the  eye  is  at  length 
gratified  by  a  distant  view  beneath,  of  some  of 
the  towns,  villag;es  and  scattered  dwellings  in 
the  Valais.  This'maze  of  narrow  valleys,  in- 
tersected by  foaming  torrents,  and  overhung 
by  stupendous  precipices,  is  the  Oberland.  It 
is,  to  the  utmost  borders  of  vegetation,  inha- 
bited by  shepherds  and  their  cattle.  Freedom 
alone  attracted  population  to  these  inhospita- 
ble regions ;  whilst  many .  Ijixuriant  parts  of 
Asia  lay  waste,  because  deprived  of  freedom.- 
Many  nobles,  who  resided  on  their  estates,  and 
among  these,  chiefly  the  Counts  of  Qtuyeres, 
were  proprietors  in  these  sequestered  valleys ; 
but  the  freemen  preserved  among  themselves  a 
patriarchal  sway,  which,  if  any  one  attempted 

*'  Falco  chryssBtoi.  "Wai.  Ora,  27.  t  1. 


ovGoogIc 


18S  THE  BisToitT  or 

CHAP,  to  exceed,  fae'  -vfiu  sure  to  be  reanted.  These 
(  ^phenfc  guarded  the  fsstnesses  at  the  entrance 
of  their  Talle;ya,  aed/eaTed  neither  the  Kings  of 
Burgundy,  awe  the  whole  power  of  Zsningen. 
The  people  of  Haali  bad,  like  the  Swiss,  a  lan- 
damman  of  their  own  chusii^,  and  an  imperial 
eommissarj,  who  ^ministered  the  criminal 
jndicature  :  for  the  latter,  they  paid  an  annual 
tribute  of  small  amount :  a  steward  adminis- 
tered the  imperial  domains.  After  Berne  be- 
came a  refuge  from  the  oppression  of  the  count?, 
nutHy  nobles,  as  well  as  peasants^  resorted  thi- 
ther, allured  by  the  security  and  conveniences 
afforded  by  the  city :  many  also  who  were  un- 
willing to  forsake  their  lands,  sought  notwith- 
ftanding  the  protection  of  the  municipality, 
and  were  admitted  as  co-burghers.  Such  was 
the  progress  of  Beme  in  its  increase  of  popula- 
tion, and  such  the  influence  it  gained  among 
the  people  of  the  higher  Alps.  Cities  for  the- 
most  part  rise  into  consequence  after  a  long 
period  of  tranquil  obscurity  :  but  Berne,  even 
in  its  earliest  infancy,  exerted  the  Tioarions 
power  of  the  empire,  tried  the  fete  of.  arms- 
against  the  Counts  of  Kjburg,  invaded  th^ 
Roman  Helvetia,  decided  many  disputes,  form- 
ed alliance*  with  Pribuig,  Laupen,  fte  Valais,  . 
Bienne  and  Haali.  and  excited  ttae  joitonsy  of 
all  the  more  powerful  lords,  wfao-saw  within- 
5  digoatioK 
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dignatioD  the  a^raadizement  of  this  secure   chap. 
refuge  from  their  oppressiTC  sway.  s^^*^ 

The  other  cities  of  Helvetia  experienced  uo  zuric&c 
material  changea  on  the  extinction  of  the  home 
of  Zseringen.  At  Zuric>  an  imperial  commis- 
sary,  as  usual,  enforced  the  criminal  law ;  and, 
jointly  with  the  municipality,  provided  for  the 
security'' of  the  roads,  the  navigation  of  the  lake, 
and  the  safety  of  individuals.  The  abbess  of 
the  great  monastery,  and  the  four  and  twenty 
canons  of  the  minster,  appointed  stewards  to 
their  manors ;  who,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
Emperor,  administered  them  according  to 
established  laws,  and  were  in  many  instances 
restrained  by  local  privileges.  In'the  lordship 
of  Mur,  the  tenants  were  allowed  to  redeem 
the  first  night's  cohabitation  with  their  brides 
for  fifty  shillings  :  at  Neftenbach,  the  father  of 
a  new-born  son  had  a  right  to  two  waggon 
loads  of  wdod ;  for  a  daughter  he  received  only 
one  load.  The  political  institutes  of  thisse 
times  had  chiefly  in  view  the  inviolable  security 
of  the  persons  and  property  of  each  class  of  ci- 
tizens :  no  unlimited  authority  could  hence  be 
tolerated;  and  the  meanest  individual  was  al- 
lowed to  aspire  to  the  highest  honours.  Some 
tradesmen  attempted  even  then  to  prevail  on 
the  abbess  to  purchase  their  work  pre£«'afaly  to 
that  of  others ;  not  on  account  of  its  superior 
quality, 
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CHAP,  quali^,  but  because  it  was  made  bj  freem^ii 
I  ofZuric.  The  clergy  resisted  the  demand  of  a 
subsidy  towards  building  the  city  walls ;  but 
the  senate,  aware  that  their  treasures  were  not 
all  in  heaven,  thought  it  reasonable  tiiat  they 
^bould  contribute  towards  the  defence  of  those 
they  possessed  on  earth.  Measures  were  also 
taken  to  compel  them  to  dismiss  theic  concu- 
bines, and  to  lead  more  exemplary  liyes.  The 
monks  migbtwell  execrate  the  doctrines  Arnold 
of  Brescia  bad  disseminated.  At  the  rcriral  of 
the  animosities  between  the  Imperial  and  Papal 
parties  under  Frederick  the  Second,  Zuric 
being  favourable  to  the  former,  its  clergy  wer@ 
enjoined  by  their  ordinaries  to  abstain  from  the 
celebration  of  mass,  and  to  refuse  baptism  and 
burial  to  the  Ghibelins.  The  monks  upon  this 
were  ordered  by  the  magistrates  either  to  con- 
tinue the  exercise  of  the  ecclesiastical  functions^ 
or  to  quit  the  city.  The  predicant  friars  with- 
drew: but  the  provost  of  the  minster  represent- 
ed to  the  Bishop  of  Constance  the  great  danger 
of  distracting  the  minds  of  the  faithful  by  the 
precipitate  retreat  of  the  clergy ;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  the  hopes  entertained  by  the  canons 
of  being  able,  if  they  should  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue in  their  abbey,  to  bring  over  many  inno- 
cent minds  from  the  gross  errors  under  which 
they  laboured,  and  to  restore  them  to  the  pale 
of 

• 
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.of  the  church.  A  decree  was  inconsequence  chap. 
obtained  irom  Rome  to  aoflen  the  rigour  of  the  >««-v^ 
former  mandate:  but  before  it  arrived,  the 
order  of  the  senate  had  been  renewed  for  the 
.  clergy  to  take  their  option ;  upon  which  all  the 
ecclesiastics  withdrew  on  the  same  day,  the 
bare-footed  friars  only  excepted,  who  without 
much  reluctance  yielded  to  the  compulsion  of  latk 
remaining,  and  coptinuing  the  celebration  of 
the  sacred  offices.  The  clergy  could  not  long 
bear  to  forego  their  revenues :  they  solicited  the 
Pope ;  and  at  length,  the  Bishop  of  Constance 
being  authorized  to  permit  them  to  perform  the 
ordinary  church  services,  they  were  reinstated. 
Thus,  while  the  clergy  were  bidding  defiance  to 
the  Emperor  and  other  powerful  princes,  were 
they  controled  by  the  unshaken  firmness  of  the 
burghers  of  this  stubborn  Ghibelin  city. 

After  the  Emperor  Frederick  the  Second  l^*' 
had,  during  a  period  of  more  than  thirty  years, 
asserted  an  extent  of  doo^inion  reaching  from 
the  coasts  of  Africa  to  the  frontiers  of  Den- 
mark, and  maintained  his  power  with  spirit  and 
magnanimity  against  the  encroachments  of 
priests  and  secular  princes,  and  the  insidious  alt- 
tempts  of  many  traitors,  his  authority  at  length 
gave  way  to  the  prevailing  spirit  of  the  times. 
When  the  majesty  of  the  throne  was  no  longer 
^ble  to  check  the  progress  of  insubordination, 
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our.  or  afford  protection  to  injured  innocence/ indi- 
'  viduaU,  destitate  of  the  means  of  self-defence, 
sought  few  security',  as  on  former  similar  occa- 
sions, either  bj  combining  in  numerous  confe- 
deracies, or  hy  placing  themselves  under  tlie 
protection  of  some  powerful  prince  or  prelate. 
Peter  Count  of  Savoj  became,  about  this  time, 
puticutarly  eminent  among  bis  contemporaries 
b^  bis  valour  and  generosity :  his  fame  soon 
spread  through  distant  countries;  and  even  in 
England  his  influence  at  court  was  far  greater 
than  is  usually  allowed  to  strangers."  Such 
was  the  enei^y  of  his  character,  that  he  vras  ge- 
nerally allowed  tbe  appellation  of  the  Little 
Charlemagne.  Even  in  tbe  narrow  circle  of 
domestic  life,  he  succeeded  (which  has  hap- 
pened to  few  besides  Cesar  and  a  late  I^ussian 
monarch )  to  impress  on  his  intimates  and  fami- 
liar attendants  a  persuasion  of  his  greatness. 
The  people  whom  he  governed  and  protected, 

■  '*  He  came  to  England  in  1 240,  where  his  niece  Eleanor, 
Queen  to  Henry  the  Third,  procured  him  a  kind  reception. 
He  was  created  Eurl  of  Richmond  and  Essex,  acted  for  ■ 
time  u  prime  minister,  and  was  made  Governor  of  Dover 
and  other  important  places  f  but  at  length,  aware  of  the 
jealousy  these  high  distinctions  were  likely  to  excite  among 
the  nobility,  he  prudently  withdrew  in  1235.     He  was  re- 

■  called  in  125?,  and  negociated  a  peace  with  France.  The 
palace  called  tbe  Savoy  i*  said  to  bare  been  built  for  his  re- 
iidenee. 

.  have 
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bair^  long  afit^  his  detih  continued  to  ascribe  ctiAp. 
all  glorious  exploits,  and  the  splendid  instltu-  ^.^--^^t^ 
tion»  of  those  times,  to  his  vigorous  and  bene- 
Tolent  exertions.  The  Berners  preserve  the 
fallowing  tradition :  '  Our  city  had  not  one 
'  foot  of  land  od  the  other  side  the  Aar  against 
'  which  to  lean  a  bridge.     At  length  vre  pur- 

*  chased  a  field  and  begati  the  structure.  Wii 
'  had  reached  half  way  across  the  riverj  when 
'  the  Count  of  Kjbui^  seid;  us  an  ord«'  to  4b^ 
'  sist.  With  arms  in  one  hand  we  contiiiiied 
'  the  bnildiag  with  the  other ;  hut  the  c«unt 
'  sent  forces^  and  we  were  weak  in  nmAbers. 
'  lo  tbis,  dileznma  one  of  ut  stood  up  and  ex- 

'  tolled  the  fao'oic  virtues  of  Peter  of  Savoy.  ' 

'  Tbia  young  count  had  many  brethren,' and  ~was 

*  far  from  opulent.  Two  of  our  nobles,  dii' 
'  guioed  as  monfci,  crossed  the  mountains  of 
'  tlttOberiand,  met  himot  Chillon. and  requested 
'  his  asustenea.  Our  confidenee  excited  h)ii 
'  generosity ;  and  he  came  vrithout  delay.     He 

*  pleaded  our  cause  so  effectually  with  the 
'  Count  of  Kyburg,  vrfaoM  brother  had  married 
'  hk  sister,  that  an  end  was  put  to  idl  furt^ier 
'  opposition.  He  then  returned  to  Berae,  aci4 
'  in  order  to  promote  the  work  bfaoKed  ai 
'  the  bridge  himself.  >^e  idso  consolted*  him 
'  when  the  suburbs  near  the  beaf  •?  .ditch  were 
'  &V9ded-  Fiv«  hundred  of  ow  kwii^  youths 

VOL.  I.  ■  N  *  followed 
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'  followed  him  inooo  after  in  his  w«rs.  On  a' 
'  day  of  battle  he  swore  that  if  he  conquered  he 
'  would  refuse  nothing  to  the  Bemeri.  God 
'  and  our  arms  gave  him  the  vicrory.  Oiir 
'  baniteret  then  told  him,  "  We  want  neither 
"  gold  nor  silver  ;  but  we  request  the  grant  of 
'-'  the  advocacy'  you  have  recrived  from  our' 
""fiity:  give  us  this;  and  be  no  longer  our 
V  master,  but  our  friend."  '  The  Count,  al- 
143iou^  reluctantly,  surrendered  the  grant, 
f  and.  entered  into  an  alliance  with  us,  which 
'.y(.ia>  faithfully  observed  by  both  parties  until 
frhJ^.death.' 

.  As  long  as  the  life  of  the  Emperor  Frederick 
the  Second  admitted  a  doubt,  whether  his  firm- 
ness might  not  ultimately  extricate  him  from 
the  diflBculties  that  perplexed  the  latter  years 
of  his  tempestuous  reign,  so  long  did  the  Counts 
bf  Savoy  conduct  themselves  with  the  circum- 
s^ction  which  became  them  as  friends  of  the 
Emperor,  add  at  the  same  time  relations  of  the 
iVipe."  After  his  death,  when  William  Count 
ofHoihindwas  by  iorae  acknowledged  king 
of  the  Germans,  and  strife  and  violence  became 
pj-evatent  throughout  the  empire,  several  towns 
iind  districts  sought  the  protection  of  Count 
J*eter,  aad.williijgly  placed  themselves  under 

'  '■  '*  Innocent  tlie  Fourth.'  Thomas  the  Second,  elder  bro- 
th«  of  Ptfter,  kad  iJianJe*  Befltrif*  Fiasco,  niece  of  the  Pope. 
1-  -..■■■■   '  6  iiU^ 
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his  advocacy.  Among  these  were  Payerne,  chap. 
Morat  and  Vevay  ;  but  he  was  "urged  with  far  •~^~r^^ 
greater  importunity  by  the-  inhabitants  of  Moril 
in  the  Upper  Valais,  to  skreen  them  against 
the  wanton  tyranny  of  Mangepan  their  lord  ; 
■who,' secure  in  his  strong  castle  on  a  rock, 
oppressed  his  people  with  remorseless  cruelty. 
Peter,  although  opposed  by  several  other  lords, 
and. even  by  the  Bishop  of  Sion,  who  repro- 
bated evevy  attempt  to  control  their  lawless 
po\ver,  adranced  into  the  Valais,  razed  the 
walls  of  ^on,  demolished  the  castles  of  Man~ 
gepan,  Leuk,  and  other  lords,  and  penetrated  as 
far  as  the  district  of  Gombs,  near  the  sources  of 
the  Rhrone :  he  thence  returned  to  the  abbey 
-of  St.;  Maurice,  where  he  met  the  Bishops  of 
Ijausanne  and  Sioo^,  and  several  other  dig^fied 
priests,  andreceived  from  the  bands  of  Rudolph 
the  abbot,  the  ring  of  Mauritius,  the  holy  war- 
rior and  martyr,  which  the  count  ordered  to  be 
religiously  preserved  in  his  family."  Rudolph 
Count  of  Gruyeres  performed  here,  or  perhaps 
renewed,  bis  h6mage  to  the  house  of  Savoy. 
Peter  proceeded  thence,  and  chastized  Rudolph 
Count  of  Geneva  for  having  withheld  his  ho- 
mage :  he  imposed  on  bim  a  fine  of  twenty 
;thousand  marksof  silver,  the  payment  of  which 
he  secured  by  seizing  several  of  his  strong  holds. 

"  The  Counts  of  Savojr  have  ever  ^ce  been  invested 
with  thii  ring. 

h3  When 
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CHAP.  When  Riclrard  Earl  of  CornwaH  accepted 
the  precarious  authority  he  held  during  a  short' 
iotenat,  as  head  of  the  empirCj  he  cast  his  eye* 
upon  his  kiasmao,  FetM  of  Savoy,  and  expect- 
ed no  trivial  services  from  him,  in  the  preie- 
cution  of  his  feeble  title  to  the  first  throne  ia 
Christendom.  Hartman,  the  Het  Count  of  Ky- 
burg,  dying  without  male  issue,  Peter  found  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  from  Richard,  all  thie  feu- 
dal tenures  that  house  held  under  the  empire. 
The  traditionary  annals  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud 
relate, '  thattheir  more  poveiful  barons,  jealous 
'  of  the  rising  fortune  ofSsroj,  made  an  at- 
'  tempt  upon  Chilloo,  which  Peter  suscessfuliy 
'  repelled,  took  several  of  the  assailants  pri- 
'soners,  and  compelled  th^n  to  swear  alle- 
*  giwce  to  him  :  that  fae  then  marched  with 
'  great  foree  all  over  the  country ;  reduced 
'  eome  refractory  towns,  and  k^  tfa^n  in  suh- 
'Jectionhystrongtowers  and  garrisons :"  that 
'  he  neitt  resorted  to  the  Imperial  court  for  in- 
'  vestiture ;  and  appeared  b^»pe  the  Emperor 
'  in  a9  uinour,  one  half  of  gold,  and  the  other 
'  of  ste^l,  thereby  dflootiog  that  he  had  aequir- 
'  ed  t^9  Pays  de  Vaud,  partly  hy  aitns,  and 
'  partly  by  piirchaee :  that  being  called  upon  to 
'  name  hi^  sun^iea,  he  pointed  to  his  sword : 

"  Moudon,  Romoot,  Morat,  Iverdun,  Tour  de  Broye, 
Tour  de  Poyl  near  Ytvt^ ;  the.  latter  of  which  bears,^y  cor- 
Tuption,  the  name  of  Peter,  (Feyron.) 

that 
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'  that  during  his  absence,  the  Counts  of  Gruj-  chap. 
'  ef es  and  Geneva,  and  the  Lord  of  Montfaucon  . 
'threatened  a  revolt ;  but  that  be  hastened 
'  back  with  a  body  erf"  English  forces,  and  soon 
'  convinced  fhem  of  the  rasbnessof  their  attempt/ 
Byifhatmeans  he  attained  his  many  acquisitions^ 
whether  by  election,  by  tbe  revival  of  anti- 
quated claims,  ot  by  mere  force  of  arms,  is  va-' 
f tcrusly  related  ;  but,  amidst  this  uncertainty,  it 
is  well  attested  that  he  added  to  Oiis  hereditary 
dominions  one  half  of  the  temporalities  of  th« 
bishoprick  of  Lausanne,  many  episcopal  castlei 
in  the  Valais,  many  advocacies  of  considerable 
towns  in  the  Pays  de  Yaud,  many  forts  and 
advocacies  of  the  Counts  of  Guneva,  Gruyeres 
and  Neuchattel,  and  the  feudal  supremacy  ovef 
the  Lords  of  Montfaucon,  Montenach,  and 
several  other  nobles.  From  him  is  dated  the 
power  of  the  house  of  Savoy  in  these  parts  ;  a 
power  till  then  whoHy  unknown.  He  ap* 
pointed  Hugo  dc  PaHsieoi  his  governor  in  this 
newly  acquired  province.  The  states  asseraf* 
bled  occasionally  at  Moodon,  in  (he  ptes^nce 
of  thit  governor,'^  who,  whenever  requii^od  by 
legal  authority,'"  was  bound  to  summon  aB  ex* 

"  This  officer  was  called  BaiUi  dp  faud. 
'*  The  tsaembly  and  pritUegcsof  theseitate*  hava  oflaM 
^&  »  BuiUer  of  mucb  coKbmeiay,  ]a  which  Col.  li  Haiyei 
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CHAT,  traordinary  meeting  within  three  weeks  from' 
^'^'y-^  theday  of  the  requisition.  The  list  is  numerous 
of  the  ecclesiastical  and  lay  lords,  anddeputies- 
of  towns,  who  had  seats  in  this  assembly.  No 
one  could  class  among  the  barons  who  had  not 
five  and  twenty  vassals,  and  an  annual  income 
of  at  least  three  tliousand  livres.  The  rank  of 
count  could  not  be  assumed  without  the  appro- 
bation of  the  states.  All  legislative  acts  re- 
quired the  sanction  both  of  the  prince  and 
states  :  all  causes  were  finally  determined,  not 
by  the  arbitrary  decree  of  the  prince,  but  either 
by  the  states  general  of  Savoy,  or  by  the  su- 
preme authority  of  the  Emperor.  On  this 
free  and  equitable  constitution,  similar  to  that 
of  which  Count  Peter  had  seen  the  early  pro^ 
gress  in  England^  did  the  princes  of  Savoy  long 
after  rely  for  the  preservation  of  this  conquered 
province.  Sovereigns,  before  the  introduction 
of  standing  armies,  were  well  aware  that  com- 
pulsive means  were  at  least  dangerous,  if  not 
altogether  impracticable. 
TheSiriw.  The  Swiss  were  at  this  time,  as  they  have 
**"•  often  proved  themselves  at  others,  firm  and  un- 
daunted amidst  the  perils  of  wars  and  threats 
of  excommunication.    When,  during  the  Ba- 

jmd  M.  de  Mulinen,  have  strenuously  centended,  the  former 
in  ftvoar,  and  the  latter  against,  the  right  of  [heir  being  con- 
vetied,  independenll}-  from  the  authority  of  the  sovereign. 

vartaa 
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TEtrian  wAry  Henry'  the  son  of  the  Emperor  Fre-    chap. 
deric  the  Second,  applied  to  them  in  the  name  ^.^-y^ 
of  his  father  for. six  hundred  auxiliaries,  they 
sent  the  number  without  de]ay,  as  soon  as  he 
had  taken  from  the  Count  of  Hapsburg  the 
oifice  of  Imperial  commissary,  in  which  he  had     iuq. 
oppressed  them.     Theic. chosen  band  fought' 
with  such  valour  against  the  Guelphs  in  Italy, 
that  Henry  not  only  knighted  one  of  their  lead- 
ers,'^ but  also  granted  to  each  valley  a  charter 
of  liberties ;  in  return  for  which,  they  willingly 
■put  themselves  under  the  immediate  protection 
of  the  empire. 

Rudblph  had  now  reached  his  twenty-second  g,  ru. 
year,  when  his  father  Albert,  who  was  odious  t^^^' 
to  the  Swigs  on  account  of  his  rigour  in  the 
office  of  Imperial  commissary,  died  oo  a  distant 
pilgrimage.  Albert's  share  of  the  estates  of 
Hapsburg  devolved  to  Rudolph ;  but  a  great 
part  of  the  hereditary  domains  of  his  house  was 
ID  the  hands  of  his  paternal  uncle,^  who,  with 
his  five  sons,  lived  at  Lauffenburg  on  the  Rhine. 
The  property  Rudolph  inherited  was  moderate : 
his  lauds  were  all  in  eight  of  the  great  hall  in 
fais  castle.  Some  advocacies  extended  his  in- 
jttuence  to  more  distant  parts;  but  tiie>pow£r 

"  Slruth  Wtnkdried,  of  Under walden. 

"  Likewise  called  Rudolph,  who  died  in  1349> 

anneted 
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CHAP,  anti^xed  to  tlie  title  of  I^odgTave  of  A^ce,  to 
>  which  he  succeeded,  was,  by  the  refiractory 
spirit  of  the  times^  r«idered  almoit  nugatory. 
la  the  e^er  pursuit  of  his  ambitious  views,  he 
despised  the  tardy  means  of  prudence,  and  suf- 
fered the  vefaemence  of  his  temper  to  betray 
him  into  iudiacretions  which,  in  mea  less  au" 
dacious,  would  have  led  to  ruin.  Before  the 
age  of  £<yity  he'faad  already  incurred  the  odium 
of  his  whole  family,  being  disinherited  by  his 
materaat  uncle  the  Count  of  Kybnrg,  and  twice 
excommunicated  by  the  church.  His  first  con- 
test was  with  his  uncle  of  LaufTeobuig,  whom 
be  taxed  with  having  made  an  unfair  partition 
of  the  family  estates  :  but  the  helpless  debility 
of  the  old  count  was  so  effectually  jn-otected  by 
his  son  Godfried,  that  Rudolph  soon  beheld 
from  his  castle  tbe  flames  which  consumed  his 
fffincipal  town  of  Brack  ;  and  was  compelled 
to  acquiesce  in  the  grant  the  old  count  made 
of  the  caatle  of  new  Hapsburg  on  the  lake  of 
Lucem,  to  the  nunnery  ai  Zuric.  He  next 
gave  ofience  to  his  uncle  Harteaan,  who  bad 
no  issne  ;  and  extorted  from  him  a  targe  sura^ 
as  a  compensation  for  bis  claim  upon  the  estates 
«r  Kyburg :  Hartmau  complied,  that  he  might 
transfer  tbe  bulk  of  bis  property  to  the  see  of 
Strasburg;  and  in  order  i<y  preclude  all  further 
importunities  from  this  intrusive  nephew,  he 
made 
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made  kis  grant  irrevocable,     in  a  c9Qt«9t  wUli    cHaf. 
ibe  \Bi9faop  of  Batle,  Rudolph  approach«d  with  ^^^ 
farces,  and  Irarat  the  coDvent  of  the  Peaiteot      lau. 
Waters  ta  one  of  the  suburbs  of  that  city;  fyt 
vrhieb  sacrikgioui  deed,  he  and  all  his  adhfr> 
reirta  were  put  uader  a  severe  iatefdlct.     He 
thea  (  perhaps   as  an  atonement  to  the  church  ) 
c^aged  with  Ottocarus  King  of  Boheoiia,  in 
the  crusade  against  the  infideli  of  Prussia,  whA 
were  coBtcading  witli  the  Teutonic  knights  (ot 
the  Gods  and  the  freedom  of  their  ancestors. 
Hb  fortunes,  which  bis  rashness  morefrequeatlj 
obstructed  than  {tromoted,  took  a  more  f&Tonr-  ' 
-    ftble  turn,  as  soon  as  adversity  bad  tempered  the 
Impetuosity  of  his  unrnly  passions. 

His  mother  Hedwig  lived  to  see  him  recon- 


contracted  between  Hupsburg  and  Kyburg. 
Godfiied  of  Lauflenburg"  also  became  hia 
friend.  The  da^'s  of  the  old  Count  of  Kyburg 
drawing  near  to  a  conclusion,  Rudolph' sought 
both  by  persuasion  and  kind  offices,  to  indoce 
the  Bishop  of  Strasburg  to  relinquish  the  hasty 
grant  of  Hartman.  In  this  however  he  failed; 
^  The  son  of  tbia  Godfried,  who  bore  the  same  nam6  a> 
,fcii  father,  is  reported  to  bave  fed  to  England  from  the  per- 
«9cutions  of  bin  cmtsin  Kadolpb  (in  1310),  and  under  the 
name  of  Fielding,  to  have  been  the  founda"  of  the  illustiiotu 
Jlne  of  the  Earls  of  Denbigh.  See  Dugdale's  English  Ba- 
soBsgfi,  t.  ji.  p.  440. 

and 
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CHAP,  and  thenceforth  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the- 
uf-v^  citizeos  of  Strasburg  ag;ainst  their  foishop,-and 
^ized  on  the  towns  of  Golmar  and  Mulhauseai^ 
H6  allowed  no  repose  to  this-  right  reverend 
prelate  during  his  life ;  and,  after  his  death, 
***■  intimidated  his  successor  Henry  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  he  gladly  consented  to  surrender  the 
grant.  In  the  same  year  died  Hartman  the 
younger,  the  son  of  Werner  Count  of  Kyburg, 
who  had  inherited  the  city  of  Friburg  in  the 
Uchtland,  Burgdorf,  Thun,  and  other  domains ; 
and  also  held,  in  right  of  his  wife  Elizabeth,  se- 
veral of  the  estates  of  Zjenzburg.  Hailman  be- 
queathed this  large  inheritance  to  his  infant 
daughter  Anne ;  but  so  greatly  involved,  that 
both  Elizabeth  and  Anne  were  in  danger  of 
seeing  their  whole  property  consumed  by  their 
bondsmen,"  who,  according  to  the  custom  of 
the  times,  lived  in  taverns  at  the  expence  of  the 
>"*■  debtors.  Hartman  the  elder  of  Kyburg,  soon 
a{lerthis,3ent  a  pressing  message  to  Rudolph,  to 
solicit  his  aid  against  the  burghers  of  Winterr 
thur,  who,  in  a  sudden  insurrection,  bad  attack- 
ed and  nearly  demolished  his  tower  near  their 
walls.  Rudolph  was  hastening  to  his  assist- 
ance, when  news  were  brought  him  that  Hart- 
man, the  last  Count  of  Kyburg  and  liandgrave 

"  These  bondsmen  appear  to  have  been  the  secwrities 
■    given  to  creditors. 

of 
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of  Thurgau,  had  closed  his  illustrious  line.  All  chap; 
the  nobles  of  the  countj'  of  Kyburg,"  and  from  v-^-v-*.* 
Baden,  Thurgau,  and  the  Gaster,  who  owed 
allegiance' to  this  house;  the  magistrates  of  the 
several  towns  and  cities,  and  the  heads  of  the 
many  convents  that  had  been  founded  or  pa- 
tronized either  by  his  ancestors  or  by  himself, 
met  hereupon  at  a  general-  assembly ;  and  Count 
Hartman  was  entombed  with  his  shield  and  hel- 
met. Rudolph  received  the  homage  of  the  as- 
sembly, and  pardoned  the  insult  offered  Ijy  the 
bui^hersof  Winterthur.  The  houSeofHaps- 
biirg  had  on  no  former  occasion  received  so 
great  an  accession  ofpower  and  dominions;  but 
Rudolph,  while  he  was  listening  to  the  con- 
gratulations of  his'  friends  and  subjects,  was 
little  aware  what  far  greater  honours  were  yet  , 
reserved  for  him  hy  his  auspicious  destiny. 

Rudolph  was  high  in  stature,  and  of  a  grace-  3.Hii*|*  * 
ful  figure  and  deportment :  he  was  bald,  his  ho^^ 
complexion  pale,  his  nose  aquiline:  his  mien 
•  was  grave,  but  so  engaging  as  to  command  the 
confidence  of  all  those  who  approached  him. 
Both  at  the  time  when,  with  scanty  means,  he 
performed  eminent  achievements,  and,  when,  in 
his  exalted  station,  a  multitude  of  public  con.^ 
cerns  claimed  incessant  .attention,  he  preserved 

^  This  county  appears  in  1299  to  have  contaioed  forty- 
four  pamhes,  and  above  one  bundreil  castles. 
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CHAP,  t  gay  and  tnuquil  miad,  maA  a  di»position  to 
focetiMis  mirth.  His  maimers  were  simple  and 
■QBaauming:  his  diet  was  plain;  and  he  wai. 
■tttl  mine  temperate  iatbe  use  of  ^irituods  li- 
quors. He  once  in  the  field  appeased  Iris  buit- 
gar  with  raw  turnips :  he  usually  wore  a  plain 
blue  coat;  and  his  soldiers  have  often  seen  him 
darn  bis  doublet  wiA  the  suae  band  that 
grasped  his  conquering  sword  in  fourteen  bat- 
tles. It  is  reported  that  he  did  not  always 
presertc  bii  conjugal  fidelity  to  bi^  consort 
Gertrude,"  who  bore  him  ten  children :  but  be 
cnJoyMi  [Measures  without  being  subservient 
to  them ;  and  hence  did  he  never  want  ^thep 
time  for  labour  or  relaxation,  or  in  old  age 
health  and  vigour  for  powerful  ex^ions. 

While  the  succession  to  the  dominions  of 
Kyburg  bad  supplied  Rudolph  with  the  means 
of  [wosecuting  his  ambitious  viewSj  Richard  of 
Cornwall,  whom  he  had  refused  to  acknow- 
ledge as  king  of  the  Germans,  was  kept  a  pri- 
soner in  England :  and  bo  prince  of  the  emr« 
pire  had  either  courage  to  aspire  to,  or  suffi- 
cient ^U  to  compass,  the  Imperial  throne.'' 

^'  Of  the  honse  of  Frobui^  and  Hohenberg.  He  married 
her  in  1245,  and  sbe  died  in  12S1. 

"  Histariam,  specially  in  Eogland,  hare  for  the  most 
part  confounded  the  titles  of  the  heads  of  theempire.  Before 
the  year  1309,  they  were  merely  stiled  Kings  of  the  Ger- 
mans, OT  Romdm,  till  they  had  beefl  crowned  by  the  Po|)tf, 
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A  total  want  of  subordination  had  now  giveo 
free  scope  to  mere  bodily  strength,  and  tfaerag^  v 
4n^  pajasions  of  individuals ;  and  the  rapacitj 
«f  an  unruly  soldiery  left  neither  plunder 
£wc  the  audacious  robber,  nor  bread  for  the  de- 
fenceless citizen.  All  social  institutions  had 
yuildod  to  anarchy  and  confusion.  Rudolph 
bad  been  early  trained  to  arms ;  and  peaceful 
e^oynieiits  were  neither  suited  to  his  temper, 
jior  to  the  circumstances  of  these  calamitous 
4trnes-  Although  his  dominions  were  now  ex~ 
tensive,  yet  as  his  authority  wu  chieBy  derived 
Drom  the  offices  of  advocate  or  comiaissafy,  his 
'paw«r  was  by  no  means  cemmenaurate  witli 
'tiie  wi<^  compass  of  his  territories.  In  ordw 
to  strengthen  his  ascendency,  his  policy  led  him 
to  countenance  the  biu-ghers,  who,  thus  encou- 
r^ed,  cheerfully  obe^d  hiffl,  and  submitted  to 
the  strict  discipline  which  alone  insures  success 
in  arms.  Their  municipal  laws  had  moreover 
inured  them  to  the  habits  of  order,  which  tiie 
nobles  scorned  to  adopt :  their  commerce  and 
industry  supplied  them  with  the  sinews  of  wars : 
their  deep  speculations  and  frequency  of  inter-  * 

and  thereby  declared  Emperors.  Masimilian  the  First,  in 
the  year  abovemeDtioned,  obtained  from  Pope  Jiilhis  the 
Second,  a  forma)  dispensation,  by  virtue  of  wbkli  he  and  his 
tuccessors  have  ever  since  assumed  the  title  of  Etected  Ro- 
man Emptor,  without  the  ceremony  of  tlie  coronation  at 
Rome.    Thus  Rudolph  never  bore  the  title  of  Emperor. 

course 
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eourse  exercised  their  intellectual  faculties,  and 
'  heightened  that  acuteness  which  fitted  them  for 
the  dextrous  stratagems,  secret  correspondences, 
and  subtle  devices,  on  which,  particularly  in 
these  times,  successes  both  in  war  arid,  negocia- 
tion  chiefly  depended.  Rudolph,  their  advo- 
cate and  captain,  availed  himself  of  .their  arms 
and  treasures  against  the  rivals  of  bis  projectei 
grandeur  ;  and  by  his  fame  and  condescemion 
obtained  both  their  love  and  confidence. 
^,  Count  Rudolph  of  LaufTenburg,  cousin  to 
Rudolph  of  Hapsburg,  bad,  in  the  time  of  the 
last  Emperor  Frederick,  whose  cause  he  had 
espoused  gainst  theGueiphs,  been  stript  of  the 
advocacy  of  Schwitz,  and  the  upper  district  of 
Underwalden,  and  of  all  the  power  he  derived 
from  the  advocacy  of  Murbach  over  the  city  of 
Lucern,  a  dependency  of  that  abbey.  Henry 
Count  of  Rapperswyl  having  founded  the'cis- 
tercian  abbey  of  Meerstern  at  Wettingen,"  en- 
dowed it  with  the  liefs  of  Sillinen,  Gestinen, 
and  all  the  states  he  possessed  in  the  valley  of 
Uri.  The  vassals  in  this  dell,  who,  under  the 
lenient  government  of  a  monastery,  expected 
more  quiet  and  security  than  under  a  temporal 
lord,  willingly  swore  allegiance  to  the  ab- 
'  hot.     But  when,  under  pretence  of  ecclesia^i- 

^  On  the  Limmat,  between  Zuric  and  Baden.   The  foun- 
dation charter  is  of  the  year  1227. 

cal 
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cal  iramimities,  be  refused  to  contribute  towards    chap. 

V. 

theexpencesof  the  country,  they  solemnly  pro-  w-v-*-* 
tested :a^nst tile  innovation,  andinsistcdon  an 
equal  assessment.  The  prelate  hereupon,  heing 
sanctioned  by  the  Emperor,  came  into  the  valley, 
not  doubting  but  that  the  sacredness  of  his  cha- 
Facter,  and  the  imperial  mandate,  would  insurei 
obfedience  :  but  the  people  received  him  witlr 
loud  murmurs;  aud  the  landamman  addressing' 
him  said,  '  bring  us  no  more  orders  like  this.. 
'  Fopes  a.nd  Emperors  may  confer  on  you  whafc 
'.privileges  they  please  ;  but  we  also  have  an- 
'  cient  rights  and  liberties,  and  a  constitution 
':  we,  have  derived  from  our  forefathers,  which, 
'  with  God's  aid,  we  are  determined  to  main- 
'  tain.  If  all  the  lands  are  appropriated  to  the 
'  church,  how  can  the  poor  layman  bear  the' 
'  public  charges  ?'  Their  resistance  to  clerical 
exemptions  increased  in  proportion  as  the  mort- 
main became  more  opulent,  and  inclined  them 
still  more  to  the  Ghibelin  party,  in  which,  at 
this  time  of  general  mirtrust,  they  had  few 
abettors  except  the  burghers  ofZuric.  This  lasi." 
brought  on  a  triennial  alliance  between  that 
imperial  city,  and  Schwitz  and  Uri,  which  sti- 
pidated,  that  they  would  mutually  defend  each 
other  against  all  undue  encroachments  of  the 
feudal  lords,  and  every  attempt,  of  powerful 
tssailants.  Twelve  venerable  men  of  the  most 
respectable 
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CMAP.    respeetabrc  families  became  guarantees  of  tTlis 
I  treat3':  and   about  this  time   the  people  of 
SchwitK  conferred  tbe  advocacy  of  theiricoUn- 
try  on  Count  Rudolph  of  Hapsbur^. 

Tbe  city  of  Ztiric  was  neacly.surrounded  by 
tbe  domains  of  the  Baron  of  Regensberg',  wHose 
principal  cattle  stood  on  a  ciHninanding  emi- 
■ence  not  far  from  its  northern  gales.  In  the 
perturbed  state  of  public  afiairs  during  the  in- 
terregDum,  the  senate  sent  six  nobles  and  as 
many  burghers  to  Baron  Lutold  to  solicit  his 
protecfioiL  He  answered,  *  Znrtc  is  eucom- 
'  passed  by  my  territories  like  a  fish  in  a  net : 
'  surrender  to  me,  and  I  will  govern  you  with 
*  lenity.'  This  gave  umbrage ;  and  the  citizens 
•ent  offers  to  iludotph  of  Hapsburg,  who  rea- 
dily accepted  tbem.  Tbe  mutual  conditions 
irere  immediately  drawn  up,  and  confirmed  by 
tiie  usual  oaths.  This  step  atarmed  the  haxon 
and  all  his  kindred  and  allies,  among  which 
were  the  Counts  of  Rapperswyl  and  Tocken- 
burg,  the  Abbot  of  St.  Gallen,  and  the  Bishop 
of  Basle :  they  arHoed,  and  put  th^ir  cashes  in  a 
posture  of  defence ;  and  hostilities  soon  com- 
menced. Ailer  having  been  harassed  by  many 
false  alarms,  the  baron  found  himself  suddenly 
attacked  at  the  easfle  of  Wulp  near  the  lake  ' 
above  Zurie.  Being  unable  to  defend  such 
distant  possessions  he  mortgaged  the  seig»eury 

of 
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of  Gruningen,  and  resolved  to  concentrate  his  chap. 
forces  in  hie  strong  holds  on  the  Limmatj  and  t-^-v-'W 
near  the  city.  Rudolph  w^  too  skilful  to 
Urge  the  war  against  these  collected  forces 
during  the  first  impulse  of  their  zeal :  he  pre- 
ferred waiting  foe  the  abatement  of  vigilance^ 
which  is  usually  brought  on  by  inactivity,  and 
meanwhile  made  a  diversion  towards  the  head 
of  the  lake.  He  invested  the  fort  Uzenbei^ 
with  an  intention  to  reduce  it  by  famine ;  but 
he  was  on  the  point  of  withdrawing,  deeming 
the  place  too  well  supplied  to  be  compelled  by 
want,  when  a  soldier  vauntingly  threw  some 
live  fish  over  the  walla :  he  thence  inferred  that 
the  garrison  had  a  secret  conununication  v^ith 
the  lake ;  and  this  discovery  led  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  place.  After  other' exploits  in  those 
parts,  he  approached  the  Limmat  below  Zuric : 
he  embarked  some  men>  and  dropped  down 
near  the  castle  of  Glanzenberg.  The  men 
having  secretly  landed,,  the  boatmen  threw 
cloaths  into  the  river^  and  raised  an  outcry  as  if 
they  had  been  shipwrecked :  the  garrison 
hastened  down  to  the  river  in  hopes  of  plunder> 
and  the  men  in  ambuscade  rushed  into  the 
castle,  and  captured  it  without  resistance.  He 
learnt  that  twelve  grey  horses  went  daily  out 
of  the  castle  of  Utliburg  near  Zuric,  either  for 
the  sake  of  sport  or  pillage  ;  he  ordered  a  like 
VOL.  I.  o  number 
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CHAP,   number  of  similar  onesto  be  provided;  andoA 
<„<r-^-<b>  the  close  of  an  evening,  wLile  he  knew  the 
former  to  be  absent,  he  caused  some  men  froni 
Zuric  to  pursue  his  troop  with  great  speed  and 
clamour    towards  the    caiftle.     The    deluded 
garrison  threw  open  their  gates,  and  the  castle 
was  taken  and  demolished.     Facts  like  these 
are  far  better  illustrations  of  a  character  than 
whole  pages  of  descriptive  qualities.    An  ac- 
commodation took  place  through  the  mediation 
of  a  kinsman  of  the  baron,  who  was  closely 
connected  with  the  Count    of  Laufienburg, 
which    saved  Lutold  from  utter  destruction, 
and  procured  him  the  freedom  of  Zuric,  to 
which  he  has  since  been  beholden  for  Ihe  pro* 
tection  he  recently  withheld  from  that  opulent 
and  aspiring  city. 
Kipnte*        Meanwhile  came  Berthold  of  Falkenstcini 
^^      Abbot  of  St.  Gallen,  with  a  considerable  force, 
to  Wylj  in  the  territories  of  Kjburg,  where  Ru- 
dolph bad  inherited  many  fieft,  for  which  he 
had  neglected  to  take  the  investiture.    This, 
and  other  hostile  proceedings  on  the  part  of 
Berthold,  irritated  the  count;  but  far  from 
yielding  to  his  resentment,  he  found  it  expe- 
dient not  only  to  dissemble  his  animosity,  but 
even  to  make  advances  to  the  abbot  for  his 
aadBade.  friendship  and  assistance.     The  season  was  ar- 
i26J.  •   jiYed  when  the  knights  were  wont  to  take  the 
.,  field; 
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fteld ;  and  Hiidolph  met  a  great  humljfer  of  cmak 
them  at  Basle^  where  they  celebrated  the  car-  *-*-v-we 
nival.  A  rooted  antipathy  prevailed  in  thia 
city  between  the  nobles  and  the  citizens ;  and 
it  is  not  unlikely  that,  at  a  festivalj  the  youth- 
ful knights  may  have  offended  some  of  the! 
burgheeSf  'Who  were  either  husbands  or  fathers. 
A  riot  ensuedj  which  the  knights  did  not  all 
survive :  they  took  horse  and  fled,  burning 
with  indigaation  and  vindictive  rage.  The  ' 
count  rejoiced  at  an  event  which  afforded  him 
an  opportunity  of  Becnring  the  affections  of 
the  young  nobility,  and  of  availing  himself  of 
their  resentment  in  order  to  overpower  the 
Bishop  of  Basle,  who,  being  uncle  to  the  Count 
of  Tpckenburg,  repined  at  the  demolition  of 
the  castle  of  Uzenberg:  but  being  engaged  in 
various  other  contests,  he  saw  the  necessity  of 
using  every  means  to  reduce  the  number  of  hia 
adversaries.  He  set  off  on  horseback  with  only 
two  attendants;  and,  travelling  through  pm 
vate  roads  and  lanes,  arrived  at  Wyl,  where  th6 
abbot  was  feasting  with  hundreds  of  his  noble 
retainers,  and  fjuat&ng  the  choicest  wines  from 
the  Rhine,  the  Necker,  and  the  Valteline.  The 
porter  entered  the  hall,  and  announced  tha 
Count  ofllapsburg.  The  abbot  smiled,  con*  ■ 
ceiving  this  to  be  the  frolic  of  some  neiglibotii^ 
who  came  to  partake  of  the  feast ;  but  great 
o  %  -was 
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CHAP,    was  the  aatonisbment  of  the  whole  assembly, 

s^-v^  when  they  saw   Rudolph  enter  with  scarce 

any  atteadaots.     He  accosted  the  prelate  with 

an  unembarrassed  air :  '  Abbot,'  said  be,  '  I 

'  hold  fiefs  from  your  saints.    You  know  the 

*  reasons  which  have  as  yet  prevented  me  from 

*  performing  homage,  and  receiving  the  inves- 
'titure.  Enough  of  this  at  present :  I  submit 
'  to  the  award  of  arbitrators.    I  am  come  to  tell 

*  you  that  there  shall  be  no  war  between  tha 
'  Abbot  of  St.  Gallen  and  the  Count  of  Haps- 
'  burg.'  He  sat  down  among  the  knights  ;  and< 
during  the  meal  related  the  fatal  issue  of  the  af- 
frayat  Basle,  adding  every  aggravating  circum- 
stance that  was  calculated  to  irritate  the  no- 
bles against  the  burghers.  He  declared,  '  that 
'  though  engaged  in  various  contests,  he  thought 
'  the  example  so  dangerous,  and  the  affront  so 
'  disgraceful  to  bis  order,  that  be  should  wave 
'  every  other  consideration,  and  proceed  with- 

*  out  delay  to  avenge  the  outrage  upon  the  au- 
'  '  dacious  burghers    and  their   base   prelate.' 

The  nobles,  fired  with  indignation,  exclaimed, 
that  the  cause  concerned  them  all ;  and  in- 
stantly, together  with  the  abbot  and  his  vassals, 
accompanied  Rudolphin  hisexpedition  against 
Basle.  Here  followed  a  great  conflict,  which 
brought  out  the  Schwitzers  from  the  Alps,  the 
people  of.  Zuric  and  St.  Gallen,  and  all  the  re- 
tainers 
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tatners  of  Hapsburg  and  K^burg  as  far  as  the  chap. 
Brisgau  and  Alsace,  against  the  city  and  bishop  , 
of  Ba«Ie.  The  city  soon  yielded :  but  the 
bishop  held  out  longer,  and  was  much  harassed 
by  the  count,  who  seized  on  Brisach ;  and, 
with  still  greater  animosity  by  the  abbot,  from 
whom  he  had  taken  some  wine."  At  length  he 
purchased  an  accommodation,  and  was  forced 
to  submit  to  the  damages  which  his  estates  had 
suffered  during  this  severe  contest. 

Rudolph  in  all  his  wars  treated  the  prelates, 
who  were  less  tenacious  of  their  spiritual  dig- 
nity than  of  their  temporal  concerns,  not  as 
preachers  of  the  gospel  of  peace,  but  in  a  man- 
ner conformable  to  the  law  of  arms :  on  tlie  ' 
other  hand,  he  is  reported  to  have  shewn  great 
deference  to  the  clergy,  and  a  zealous  devotion 
to  the  sacred  rites.  One  day  while  hunting,  he 
met  near  an  overflowing  brook  a  parish  priest, 
who  was  bearing  the  host  to  a  dying  patient : 
he  compelled  him  to  mount  his  horse ;  and  ex- 
pressed with  fervour  his  lowly  veneration  for 
the  Supreme  Being,  to  whom  he  owed  all  his 
many  blessings  and  the  great  prosperity  he  en- 
joyed. His  piety  was  highly  extolled  at  Zuric, 
when,  at  a  solemn  festival,  he  exhibited  to  the 

"  At  a  meeting  at  Bruck,  the  bishop  exclaimed,  •  how 

•  has  our  holy  Virgin  deserved  the  evil  yoii  have  done  to  her 

*  see  }'  The  abbot  answared,  '  what  right  had  you  to  drink 
'  the  wine  of  out  bjessed  Lady  of  St.  Gallen  ?' 

assembled 
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assembled  multitude  many  relics  6f  the  crueU 
fixioQ.  The  new  Augustin  hermits  whom  ho 
established  in  this  city,  and  many  other  religious 
orders  on  whom  he  conferred  ample  donatives, 
spread  the  fame  of  his  godliness  throughouttbe 
land.  "    , 

Basle  did  not  long  enjoy  the  tranquillity  It 
bad  obtained  by  the  late  pacification.  Foe- 
tions  arose  among  the  citizens  r^  and  the 
bishop  being  tardy  in  dischai^ng  the  contri- 
butions he  had  promised  Count  Rudolph,  the 
latter  assembled  his  forces  and  returned  to  the 
siege  of  this  distracted  city.  The  resistance  fae 
met  with  was  more  obstinate  than  he  had  ever 
yet  esperienced;  and  his  soldiers,  weary  of 
repulses  and  reciprocal  attacks,  were  relaxing 
in  their  ardouFj  when  Henry  of  Pappenheim, 
hereditary  marshal  of  the  empire,  and  soon 
after  him  Frederick  of  Hohenzollern,  Bur-t 
grave  of  Nuremberg,  came  from  Franck-r 
fort  on  the  Meyn,  and  brought  the  tidings 
h  '  that  Lewis  Count  palatine  of  the  Rhine  and 
'  '  Duke  of  Bavaria  had  at  an  assembly,  and  in 
'  the  name  of  the  electors,  proclaimed  Rudolph 
'  Count  of  Hapshurg,  in  consideration  of  his 

"  The  parties  of  the  Star  and  Parrot,  the  former  noble, 
and  the  other  plebeian,  had  long  been  at  variance  ;  the  star, 
against  which  the  bishop  also  exerted  his  influence,  was  at 
fhj^  time  driven  out  of  the  gity. 

^  great 
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'  great  wisdom  and  eminent  rirtues.  King  of  chap. 
*  the  Roman  Empire  in  Germaay.'  This  intel-  w-v-—*^ 
ligence  supi'ised  Rudolph  more  than  it  did  those 
who  attended  him.  White  all  his  friends  and 
retainers  in  the  Argau  were  with  inexpressible 
joy  hastening  to  Bruck,  to  congratulate  hid 
consoi-t  on  this  unexpected  exaltation  :  and  the 
distinguished  'persons  of  all  bis  towns  and  pro- 
vinces who  had  honoured  him  in  his  more  hum- 
ble station  came  to  Visit  him  in  his  unlooked-for 
splendour,  the  citizens  of  Basle  requested  that' 
he  and  his  troops  would  enter  their  city.  Tbe 
new  king  granted  tbem  a  full  amnesty,  released 
all  the  prisoners,  and  proclaimed  a  general  pa- 
cification. He  then  repaired  to  Brisacb,  wh^e 
he  met  bis  queen  and  the  principal  nobility  of 
tbe  empire ;  and  with  them  proceeded  to  Aix 
la  Cbapelle,  where  he  received  from  the  hands 
of  tbe  Archbishop  of  Cologne  the  crown  onc^ 
worn  by  Charlemagne. 

Tbe  most  important  of  the  subsequent  ac-  Hit  cbv 
tions  of  Rudolph  must  be  sought  for  in  the  an- 
nals of  the  empire ;  tbe  province  ofthis  history 
being  merely  to  relate  what  he  achieved  within 
the  confines  of  Helvetia,  in  favour  of  tbe  people, 
for  his  own  interest,  and  for  tbe  advantage  of 
his  progeny.  He  sat  eighteen  years  on  a  throne 
which,  during  three  and-twenty-preceding 
^  years,  nonehad  beenable  to  maintain.  He  re^ 
stored 
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CHAP,    stored  public  tranquillitj;  gOTerncd  with  pater-  ' 

«t«-v^  nalleoitj;  but  at  the  head  of  his  forces  still  ma- 
nifested his  wonted  spirit  and  intrepidity.  In 
his  private  life  he  preserved  all  the  simplicity 

'  of  his  native  manners :  he  was  accessible  to  all ; 

and  said  to  his  surrounding  guards  who  prevent- 
ed a  poor  man's  approach,  '  Because  I  bm  a 

*  king,  am  I  to  be  secluded?'  He  gave  strict' 
chai^  to  the  toU-^tberers  to  take  no  more 
than  their  dues,  and  to  abstain  from  violence : 

*  Know  ye,'  he  declared  to  all  his  oflBcers, '  thai, 

'  I  am  bent  on  re-establishing  peace  and  equity, 

'  thermost  precious  gifts  ofheaven.' 

Hi' COB-         He  protected  the  city  of  Zuric,  which  de- 
duct to-  ,  ,   •         •■     ,  'i 
ward)        pended  immediately  on  the  empire,  with  so 

much  solicitude,  that  to  prevent  any  progressive 

abuse  of  power  he  regularly  exchanged  the  im-=> 

"■  '•'^  ='''"  perial  commissary  every  other  year.     He  cout- 

and  caim-     ^  j  j  ^  - 

«7  towiu.  ferred  on  the  citizens  the  important  privilege, 
without  which  neither  their  wise  institutions 
nor  the  purity  of  their  manners  would  have 
availed  them,  *  not  to  be  amenable  to  any  fo^ 

*  reign  tribunal,  nor  to  be  ever  tried  but  ac-^ 
'  cordingtotheirown  laws:' they  in  return  gave 
a  striking  proof  of  their  firm  adherence  to  Ru- 
dolph, on  a  day  when  one  hundred  of  them 
headed  by  himself  displayed  a  memorable  in^; 
stance  of  undaunted  valour,  in  a  decisive  battle 
against  Ottocarus  King  of  Bohemia.   He  never 
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failed  to  rise  from  his  throne  at  the  approach  chap.' 
of  Jacob  Muller,  a  burgher  of  Ziiric,  who  in  an  ^-^-v-^i-* 
engagement  had  at  the  peril  of  his  own  life 
saved  that  of  the  monarch :  he  never  applied  in 
vain  to  the  citizens  for  a  loan  or  subsidy ;  and 
found  them  ever  ready  tO  promote  his  interest 
and  glory. 

He  not  only  pardoned  the  city  of  Berne  for 
having,  during  the  anarchy  of  the  interregnum, 
seized  on  and  demolished  the  imperial  castle^, 
within  their  city,  and  withheld  some  of  the 
revenues  of  the  empire;  but  aUo  ratified  all  the 
privileges  that  had  been  conferred  on  them  by 
their  founders  and  subsequent  benefactors.  To 
the  city  of  Lucern,  which,  through  the  advocacy 
of  the  Abbey  of  Murbach^  came  under  the  pro- 
tection of  his  family,  he  granted  the  same  im- 
munities which  preceding  Emperors  had  con- 
ceded to  Berne,  and  declared  its  magistrates 
and  burghers  immediate'  feudatories  of  the  em- 
pire. He  favoured  Basle,  both  the  city  and 
bishoprick :  and  the  citizens  of  ShaflThausen 
andSoleure  were,  like  those  of  Zuric,  exempted 
from  all  foreign  jurisdiction. 

The  Swiss,  who  desired  nothing  but  their  pri- 
mitive independence,  he  cherished  with  kind- 
ness and  affection,  thankfully  acknowledging 
fteir  invariable  friendship  and  the  important 


;.at.:,.:,G00glc    . 


418  THE  HISTORY  OF 

*^***^'.  serricM  they  had  ofleo  rendered  him.  He  told 
*-*'"v-w  them,  '  that  he  should  ever  consider  them  as  his 
'■  meritorious  and  darliog  children ;  and  as  such 
'  would  maintain  them  in  the  immediate  pro- 
'  taction  of  the  empire,  and  reserve  them  for 
'  the  most  important  of  its  services.'  This 
friendly  disposition,  which  they  furthered  by 
the  vigorous  aid  they  afforded  him  against  Ot- 
tocarus,  remained  undiminished  to  his  latest 
hour.  To  the  inhabitants  of  Winterthur  he 
granted,  in. consideration  of  the  blood  they  had 
shed  in  his  wars  against  the  King  of  Bohemia, 
a  charier,  by  which  he  engaged  never  to  send 
them  a  foreign  avoyer  ;  to  refer  all  causes  that 
concerned  them  to  their  own  courts;  and  that 
their  contributions  should  never  exceed  the 
earn  of  one  hundred  florins.  Should  it  appear 
that  the  burghers  had  in  fact  purchased  all 
these  privileges,  still  it  must  redound  to  the 
houour  of  Rudolph  that  he  made  ample  returns 
for  what  others  had  extorted  by  mere  violence 
■  and  injustice. 
*  Tiie  No-  Tl'e  nobles,  whom  an  aspiring  prince  is  ever 
*'**'  willing  to  degrade,  but  whom  Rudolph  knew 

how  to  restrain  from  acts  of  wanton  oppression, 
he  on  all  occasions  firmly  maintained  in  their 
just  preri^tives,  and  befriended  them  as  his 
companions  in  arms,  and  counsellors  in  his  ad-; 
ministration.     The  houses  of  Erlach  and  Bon- 
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ttetten  still  celebrate  the  munificence  of  this   chap. 
their  early  patron ;  and  of  the  many  that  are  v<'-v-s' 
extinctj  the  charters  Btill  bear  witness  that  tlii« 
order,  far  from  exciting  the  jealousy  of  the 
monarch,  was  on  all  occasions  the  object  of 
bis  peculiar  countenance  and  protection, 

Althou^  in  the  many  contfsts  he  had  with  ^^ 
the  prelates  he  never  suffered  either  hypocrisy 
'  or  superstition-  to  warp  faim  in  the  conduct  his 
reason  dictated ;  and  though  he  actually  re- 
sumed several  estates^advocacies^andfranchisea, 
which  the  priests  had  craftily  obtained  from 
his  ancestors  or  the  empire  ;  the  church  how- 
ever partook  at  all  times  of  the  support  and 
munificence  he  ever  displayed  towards  his  other 
subjects.  Several  convents  when  necessitoui 
were  relieved  by  his  exchequer.  Aware  how 
important  the  honour  of  the  saeerdotal  order  is 
in  a  well  regulated  state,  he  insisted  on  the 
respect  and  defej-encc  due  to  every  rank,  in  the 
hierarchy :  but  on  the  other  hand,  he  stead- 
fastly resisted  all  claims  of  exemptions  from  the 
publie  charges,  which  religious  establishments 
were  ever  solicitous  to  arrogate;  and  from 
which,  as  they  increase  the  burthens  of  the 
laity,  the  clergy,  if  they  knew  their  true  in- 
^rest,  would  at  all  times  cautiously  abstain. 
The  Bishop  of  Lausanne  and  the  Abbot  of 
flinsidlen  were  hy  him  raised  to  the  rank  of 
princes 
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CHAP,  princes  of  the  empire :  the  bishop  was  invested 
v>-v-^^  at  a  congress  held  in  hie  nietropolitan  seat  bo 
•  tween  Rudolph  and  Pope  Gregory  the  Tenth ; 
the  latter  of  whom  on  this  occasion  consecrat- 
ed the  cathedral.  Such  was  the  splendour  and 
sumptuousness  of  this  solemnity,  that  Rudolph 
expended  no  less  than  nine  hundredma^ks  of 
silver,  a  sum  exceeding,  in  those  days,  the  an- 
.  nual  income  of  the  wealthiest  baron,  merely  on 
bis  apparel ;  and  the  Abbot  of  St.  Gallen,  who 
attended  at  the  ceremony,  found  himself  com-* 
polled  to  sell  his  seigneury  of  Gruningen  to  the 
house  of  Hapsburg,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  de- 
mand of  his  landlord.  In  nothing  did  Rudolph 
display  Ivis  wisdom  more  than  in  the  impar- 
tiality with  which  he  provided  for  the  welfare, 
and  asserted  the  privileges,  of  every  rank  and 
description  of  his  multifarious  subjects. 
Proposesto  Rudolph  HOW  formed  the  project,  as  goon  As 
kingdom  of  ^^  should  have  restored  order  and  siibordina-t 
urguu  y.  ^^^  j^  ^j^^  empire,  and  added  to  the  hereditary 
domains  of  his  bouse  the  territories  that  would 
enable  him  to  execute  his  plan,  to  revive  the 
ancient  kingdom  of.  Burgundy,  in  favour  of 
Hartman,  his  second  and  darling  son.  The 
acquisitions  he  had  in  view  for  this  purpose  in- 
volved him  in  a  war  with  Savoy,  the  issue  of 
which  proved  successful,  though  not  towards 
the  end  for  which  it  had  been-undertaken. 

.         *        ■  Peter. 
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Peter  Count  of  Savoyj  whose  genius  and  dex-  chap. 
terity  bad  secured  to  his  house  as  great  an  as-  i^^-^-ObJ 
ce^dency  in  the  Rpman,  as  Rudolph  had  ob-  ^^" '"'''' 
taiued  for  his  family  in  the  Gerraaaic  parts  of 
Helvetia,  having  ended  his  days  at  Chillon,  in 
the  sixty-sixth  year  of  his  age,  leaving  only  one  '26* 
daughter,  vpho  inherited  his  allodials ;  his  bro- 
ther Philip  succeeded  to  the  country;  and  the 
burghers  of  Berne,  avred  by  the  calamities  of 
the  times,  agreed  to  surrender  to  him  all  the 
tolls,  the  mint,  and  the  perquisites  of  appeals 
in  tiieircity,  until  such  time  as  the  empire  should 
have  a  legitimate  and  permanent  chief.  No 
sooner  had  Rudojph  established  his  authority  in 
the  empire,  than  he  came  to  the  Aar  and  the 
kke  of  Geneva,  probably  not  so  much  for  the 
8ake  of  the  interview  -with  Pope  Gregory,  as  to 
retrieve  the  rights  of  his  crown  in  those  parts. 
The  Berners,  according  to  the  tenor  of  their 
engagement,  forsook  Philip,  and  placed  them- 
selves under  the  supremacy  of  the  empire.  The 
two  rival  princes  upon  this  were  preparing  for 
war,  when  a  temporary  accommodation  was 
with  difficulty  effected  by  the  mediation  of  the  ^7j. 
Pope  'and  the  King  of  England/  Rudolph 
however  having  subdued  Ottocarus,  and  his 
ion  Hartmantteing  arrived  at  theage  of  matu- 
rity, various  pretences  soon  blew  up  the  flames 

"  E^Jward  the  First. 

which 
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CHAP,  which  had  been  thus  imperfectly  suppresJeclj 
Rudolph  found  plausible  motives  of  war,  not 
only  against  PhiKp  but  also  against  his  two 
sons-iii-4aw,  the  Counts  of  Upper  Burgundy i^ 
He  took  Montbelliard,  and  pursued  the  counts 
to  the  walls  of  Besan^on ;  but  finding  himself 
unable  to  reduce  that  place,  he  gladly  accepted 
a  conditional  submission,  and  hastened  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Fiiburghecs  in  Uchtland,  whd 
complained  of  the  heavy  exactions  of  Count 
Philip  of  Savoy.  In  the  partition  of  the  estates 
of  Kyburg,  at^er  the  death  of  Count  Hartman^ 
the  title  to  the  advocacy  of  the  cityof  Friburg 
remained  some  time  iu  abeyance  between  the 
houses  of  Hapshurgh  and  Savoy;  and  though 
at  length  possessed  by  the  latter,  yet  Rudolph 
thought  himself  authorized  both  by  right  of 
inheritance,  and  as  head  of  the  emph'e,  to  es- 
pouse the  cause  of  the  burghers.  No  one  dis' 
tingufshed  himself  more  in  his  partial  warfare 
than  his  beloved  Hartman  ;  whose  loss  ( what 
are  the  hopee  of  man  1 )  he  had  to'  deplore,  soon 
after  he  had  made  an  advantageous  peace  with 
Philip.  Hartman,  full  of  youthful  ardor  and 
filial  duty,  embarked  with  many  noble  attend- 
ants on  the  Rhine,  to  meet  his  royal  father: 
being  arrived  near  Brisach,  where  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  Is  impeded  by  shoals  and  islets, 
the  boat  was  oversetj  and  the  hoprful  prince, 
together 
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together  with  his  whole  retinuej  met  with  an    chap. 
untimely  eDi3.  ^^-y^ 

A  secood  war  sooq  after  broke  out  between 
the  same  partiesj  occasioaed  by  the  insults  of-' 
fered  by  tlie  friends  of  Philip  to  the  bishop  and 
noble  citizens  of  Lausanne,  whom  they  drove 
out  of  the  town,  and  whose  dwellings  they  de- 
molished.  Rudolph  determined  to  put.an  end 
to  the  perpetual  and  fatal  collision  of  authori- 
ties that  had  so  long  distracted  this  province  : 
he  advanced  with  considerable  forces,  took  Mo- 
rat,  passed  by  the  ancient  Aventicum,  and  had 
reached  the  gates  of  Payerne,  when  Pope  Mar- 
tin the  Fourth,  Margaret  the  widow  of  St. 
Lewis,  and  Edward  the  First  of  England,  me- 
diated a  second  accommodation,  by  virtue  of 
which,  Payerne,  Morat,  and  Gumminen,"  were  lasj. 
ceded  to  Rudolph,  and  his  right  to  appoint  a 
commissary  at  Lausanne  was  acknowledged.'* 
Thus  did  the  steady  intrepidity  of  Rudolph  re- 
cover all  the  castles  and  domains,  which  the 
Counts  of  Savoy  had  gradually  wrested  from  the 
empire  ;  and  compelled  them,  at  least  to  sup- 
pend,  if  not  wholly  to  relinquish,  their  selfish 
views  upon  Lausanne  and  Friburj.  They  re- 
tained, however,  all  that  before  the  time  of 

"  Condamine. 

'^  Bichard  de  Corbiere  appears  as  Imperial  Commlssarjr 
at  Lausanae  in  tlie  year  1265. 

Count 
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CHAP.  Count  Peter  had  not  been  deemed  imperial  d^^ 
.wv>^  pendances;  the  important  castle  of  Chillonand 
its  tetritorj ;  the  five  Chattelanies  which  Peter 
had  acquired ;"  and  the  homageof  the  Itords 
of  Gruyeres,  Oron,  and  Blonay,  whose  lands  lay 
opportunely  forthe  command  of  the  mountains^ 
the  Cbablais  and  the  Valais. 
'*■*■  Amadeusthe  Fifth,  nephew  and  successor  of 
Philip,  was  also,  in  a  dispute  that  arose  between 
Aymo  Count  of  Geneva  and  the  clergy  and 
inhabitants  of  that  city,  invested  by  the  latter 
with  the  office  of  episcopal  surrogate,  the  pre" 
logatives  of  which  he  extended  to  a  degree  far 
beyond  what  those  who  had  nominated  him  in* 
tended  to  authorize.  Under  the  specious  pre- 
tence of  protecting  the  extensive  trade  of  the 
city,  he  obtained  the  superintendence  of  the 
inarkets,  of  the  Lombard  bankers,  and  all  the 
strangers  fromltaly^  France,  and  Germany,  who 
were  drawn  hither  by  the  convenience  of  the 
situation.  The  insolence  of  hH  officers  soon 
convinced  the  citizens  of  their  imprudence  in 
calling  in  a  superior  force  to  restrain  one  more 
feeble.  After  much  civil  discord,  and  some 
bloodshed,  atfa^eement  was  at  length  obtained^ 
by  which  Amadeus  reserved  the  homage  of  the 
Count  of  Geneva,  and  even  prevailed  on  Bea- 
trice, daughter  of  Count  Peter,  mother  to  the 
'^  Lcsclees,  Iverdun,  Moudon,  Romont,  and  Roe. 

dauphia 
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dauphin  of  Vienite,  and  soverei^  of  Gex  and    chap. 
Faucign/j    who  had    interfered   in  the  con-  v^^v^ 
test,  to  acknowledge  the  paramount  authority 
of  Amadeus  over  all  her  hereditary  domains. 

Rudolph,  after  the  death  of  Philip,  recollect-  withBerne. 
ing  how  reluctantly  the  Berners  \ini\  aided  him 
in  his  wars  against  Savoy,  resolved  to  let  them 
feel  the  effects  of  his  resentment.  A  boy  was 
found  assassinated  in  Berne ;  and  because  every 
deed,  of  horror  was  in  those  times  imputed  tothe 
Jews,  some  of  them,  after  having  been  tortured 
into  confession,  were  broken  on  tbewheel;  and 
the  remainder  of  the  unhappy  Israelites  w6re 
banished  from  the  city.  They  being  fiscal 
dependants  on  the  empire,"  laid  their  com- 
plaints before  Rudolph,  who  sent  a  mandate  to 
the  magistrates  respecting  the  sentence;  and 
who,  being  apprized  that  the  Berners  shewed 
no  disposition  to  obey  his  orders,  and  that  the 
Count  Palatine  of  Upper  Bui^ndy  was  medi- 
tating a  revolt,  determined  upon  a  campaign, 
and  pitched  his  tents,  with  fifteen  thousand 
men,  on  a  plain  near  Berne.  Tiiis  attempt  on  lasi. 
the  city  proved  unsuccessful;  tbe  rapid  Aar, 
strong  walls,  and  a  vigilant  and  intrepid  garri- 
son, presenting  obstacles  which  no  general  of 

■  "  Fiacalini,  CamerUngi,  were  a  kind  of  vassals  dependant 
on  the  exchequer ;  a  condition,  of  which  we  have  no  ex> 
ample  at  present.    , 
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CHA?-  those  da^'s  ]f.new  hovr  to  ipuF,Eaoui}t.  \.  str atS'^ 
,^0~r>^  gem  was  however  devised,  which  was  d^toed 
iB&)IthIe.  Great  rails  of  tioiber,ioteni]ixe4'«'ith 
tar  9ud  brhnstone,  were  set  ofi  fire  and  floa(r 
#d  down  t^e  Afu*,  with  a  view  to  communicate 
the  flaAies  to  the  brieve,  and  thence  to  sprea4 
the  coafi^ration  throughout  the  tf>wn :  but 
this  formidable  project  proved  likewise  abortive 
|)jthetimelyprecauti9iioftheburgfaers,whohad 
'  4nven  sinke^  into  the  bet}  of  the  n\N  abpve  tfa^ 
)>ridge/  which  detaiaed  the  destructive  engines, 
fsd  averted  theruiu  of  the  city.  Rudolph  w«0 
Qow  deterred  from  prosecuting  the  siege,  both 
by  the  stubbera  resistance  he  met  with,  aod  the 
danger  of  consuming  mtich  tia^e  in  an  uuceftaia 
cnterprizc,  which,  aot  hanag  the  resources  of 
permanent  Iaxcs  and  fitonding  armifi*,  he  knew 
wouhl  be  attended  with  &tal  eoQaequencefL 
The  Beroen,  now,  ia  tbeic  turn,  maiche4  out 
to  take  vengeance  0a  ^  Lords  of  the  Oberlsnd^r 
^r  the  hostile  dispositinn  ^y  had  on  this  oc- 
casion shewn  towards  their  city>  In  Tain  did 
€ou(>t  Pet<»-  4)f  Gruyefes,'-  and  the  Baroqi  of 
Weissenhurg  and  Gestellen,  attempt  to  defend 
1b«ir  strong  barrier :  tiMif  troops  fled  befot«  the 
iiivadevs  ;;  and  Anthony  of  Bla^kenburg,  tbeit 
leader^  seeing  the  prosperous  fortunes  of  the 
iirp-jS  of  Beme,  catfie  t<>  reside  in  the  city,  qnd 
was  received  a  burgher. 

;.. :.  .  ■•  .        lo 
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tn  tbe  next  month  of  April,  Brugger,  one  of   chap. 
the  bdnoerets  of  Berne,  perceived,  while  sitting  •^,r>^ 
near  tli«  lower  bridge,  a  troop  of  armed  men     '^^ 
ftdvancing  from  behind  it  neighbouring  hill :" 
uncertain  of  their  numberSj  which  the  eminence 
concealedj  but  regardleis  of  danger  in  the  cause 
of  bis  country,  he  snatched  the  banner,  assem' 
bled  all  the  burgbera  of  his  ward  whom  he 
could  collect,  and  sallwd  forth  to  meet  the  au»- 
piciouB  force.    This' force  was  an  army  led  on 
ffom  the  Argau  by  Rudt^pb,  son  to  the  old 
king,     firugger,  to  whom  the  death  of  a  few 
brave  men  appeared  less  detrimental  than  the 
panic  th^  flight  would  occasion,  stood  bit 
ground  with  undaunted  firmness;  and  while  the 
whf^  city  was  arming,  b&  and  his  companions 
fell  in  the  bed  of  honour.     The  whole  body  of 
burgbors  having  now  marched  out,  Walo  of 
Oruyeres  p>erceivcd  the  banner  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy  ;  he  threw  himself  amongthem.with 
irresistible  fiiry,  recovered  it,  and  brought  it 
back,  toirn  and  stained  with  the  blood  of  his  fel- 
low-citizena:  bis  posterity  in  memory  of  this 
)ictiott> -have  ever  since  tuen  distiitguished  at 
Berne  by  the  name  of  the  brave  :  and  the  bear 
in  the  banner  was  henceforth  placed  in  a  red 
Geld,  with  a  white  bend,  to  commemorate  that 
it  faadj  on  thi»  occauoq,  been  reKned  by  the 

■**  Hie  Shosshalde. 
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CHAP,  blood  of  the  citizens.  '.The  event  of  thisenfer- 
,t,^-v^  prize  was  so  decisivej  that  the  ro^'alists  fehn> 
quished  all  further  aitemptSj  and  only  stipulate 
cd  that  the  Berners  should  fouodao  anouftt  mass 
at  Wettingen,  for  the  repose  of  the  soul  of  Lewis 
of  Ilomherg,  whom  they  had  slain  in  this  en- 
counter. The  Jews  were  restored  long  after 
.  the ,  king's  death, '  on  paying  one  thousand 
marks  to  the  hui^ers,  and  five  hundred  to  the 
avoyer,  a^  an  indemnification  for  the  losses  the 
r  tty  had  sustained  on  tbeir  account.  Its  rulers 
in  those  times  were  wise  and  unanimous,  and 
Berne  was  invincible ;  in  our  days  tbey  have 
proved  selfish  and  divided,  and  the  state  bai 
perished. 
With  (fie  Rudolph  was  more  successful  in  aooiher 
Burgundy,  quarter.  In  one  of  the  intervals  of  tiie  wac  ■ 
with  Berne  he  marched  over  tho  J^ra  against' 
Otho,  the  Palatine  of  Burgundy,'*  ^bo  he  kneiw 

,  ^.  The  various  coeval  title^  of  kir^;*,  duka  and  cmaUi  of 
Burgundy,  cause  some  perplexity  in  the  histoi^  of  dia 
middle  ages.  Of  the  kings  descended  from  Gundioch  and 
Uoso,  some  account  may  be  gathered  from  om'  secoud 
Chapter.  The  line  of  dukbs  was  of  the'CSpetian  race; 
the  fiitber  of  Hugh  Capet  E^pearing  in  the  tenth  cwitury 
'  with  the  title  of  Duke  of  fiurguody.  Otho,  hU  second  son, 
•ontinued  this  branch,  which  with  an  interruption  in  1361, 
descended  through  twenty  generations  to  Charles  the  Bold, 
^who  perished  at  Nancy,  and  left  Im  extensive  dorotnioni 
to  his  only  daughter  Man',  by  wbosa  marriage  with  the 
Emperoi 
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intended  to  withdraw  his  allegiance,  and  the  chap. 
sovereignty  of  his  chief  city  Besan^on,  from  ^ji-n-^^ 
the  empire,  and  to  transfer  it  to  the  King  of 
France.  Otho's  camp,  strong  in  auxiliaries 
from  Picardy  and  FlanderSj  was  cpvered  by 
the  river  Doux ;  and  King  Pliilip  le  Bel  tried 
to  intimidate  the  Germans  by  the  renown  of  the 
Gallic  arms:  but  Rudolph  answered  his  threats 
in  terms  such  as  he  was  wont  to  use  when  he 
declared  that,  '  with  forty  thousand  foot  and 
'  four  thousand  horse  of  German  toops,  he 
'  feared  no  power,  upon  earth.'  Famine  (the 
effect  of  devastation )  having  invaded  Otho's 
camp,  and  Rudolph  having  crossed  the  river. 

Emperor  Maximilian  the  First,  tUey  devolved  to  the  house 
of  Austria,  The  counts  traced  their  origta  up  to  the 
Kings  of  Lombardy,  one  of  whom,  Adalbert,  married  tlie - 
grand-daughier  of  a  Duke  of  Burgundy.  Her  son,  Otho 
WilUam,  was,  towardslheendof  the  tenth  century,  created 
Count  of  Upper  Bvurgundy,  since  called  the  Franche-Comt6.  \ 

Beatrice,  his  fifth  descendant,  and  heiress  of  the  couoty, '  -  ' 

piarried  (he  Emperor  Frederick  Barbarossa  :  and  their  third 
son  Otho  was  constituted  her  successor,  and  assumed  the 
title  of  Count  Palatine.  His  daughter  Alice  was  mother  , 
to  Otho  or  Othelin,  who  succeeded  in  the  county,  and  op- 
posed King  Rudolph  in  tliat  province,  Margaret  the  grand- 
daughter  of  this  Otho,  was  grandmoth^  of  another  Mar-  ' 
garet,  who,  in  1364,  conveyed  this  rich  inheritance  by  mar- 
riage to  Philip  the  Bold,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  by  which 
means  the  duchy  and  county  became  thenceforth  united. 

the 
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CHAP,  the  Burgundiaa  lords  excbimedj '  why  do  ws 
I  '  fight  for  the  French  tnooarchj  who  sends  us 
*  no  assistance  ?'  The  Palatine  hereupon  yield- 
ed to  the  valour  of  the  German  kii^,  and  to  the 
persuasions  of  Robert  Duke  of  Bui^ody, 
brother  to  Rudolph's  second  queen,  and  agreed 
to  pay  homage  to  the  empire  for  the  county 
Palatioeof  Upper  Burgundy.  Thekingabout 
the  same  time  obtained  alao  the  feudal  sove- 
reignty over  Neuchattel,  which  Count  Ru-» 
dolpb  voluntarily  surrendered :  and  the  tenure 
of  whic'h  was  soon  after  transferred  to  John  of 
Chalons,  from  vrhom  it  has  since  Revolved  to 
the  present  bouse  of  Orange. 
^  A  succession  of  weak  and  improvident  pre- 
lates since  Berthold  of  Falkenstein,  had  greatly 
reduced  the  wealth  and  splendour  of  the  abbey 
of  St.  Gallen,  when  William  de  Montfort,  of  a 
Rhetian  family,  whose  noble  descent  vanished 
in  the  ^es  of  obscure  antiquity,  succeeded  to 
the  vacant  chair,  and  received  the  investiture 
in  the  days  when  Rudolph  and  his  progeny, 
dazzled  by  the  lustre  of  their  fortune,  aspired 
to  still  greater  exaltation.  Williani  unhappily 
incurred  the  king's  implacable  enmity.  Re- 
strained  by  the  narrow  circumstances  of  his 
abbey,  which  forbade  his  making  the  appear- 
ance at  i;ourt  that  became  his  birth  and  station. 
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be  withdrew  abruptly,  end  omitted  to  tssiga  k  cFUP< 
(daHsibleiMtiTe;  and  this  was  ascribed  io  envy  i 
at  the  splendour  of  the  rojalhotise.  The  abbot 
also,  beiag  bent  en  retrbviog  ihe  affairs  of  the 
abbey  by  strict  economy,  incurred  tbei  reseat^ 
mcflt  of  sereral  caoom;  and  moreorer,  yield- 
ing to  the  BU^estions  of  evil  couoselltfrs,  bc 
exert«d  a  severity  towMrds  the  people,  which 
soon  excited'  mnvmurs  and  weakened  fheii  at- 
tai:hmeni.  These  murmurs,  and  the  reiAOH- 
stranees  of  the  canflns,  reached  the  ears  of  Ru- 
dolph, who  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity 
to  grattfy  his  private  pique.  His  virtues  did 
not  stand  the  test  of  prosperity  :  waA  he  lost 
sight  of  the  candioul'  and  forbeu'aMce  which  hail 
<an  a  former  occasion  availed,  him  with  flie 
Abbut  BerthoM.  Under  the  specious  pretence, 
whick  he  now  often  held  out,  that  ^ite  public 
1rajU}uHlity  wasin  danger^  he  entered  witb  fwCe 
nfonthe  lands  of  the  nioiiastery,and  prohifthed, 
oBder  severe  penalties,  any  aid  or  cenirtenance 
being  given  to  the  abbot.  WiHiatn  was  soott 
ahandoned-  by  alt  whd  preferred  the  ffrtour  of 
the  mighty  monarch,  to  a  due  sens«  of  gedtittuj 
magaanimtty.  He  sued!  for  peace,  but  the 
temM  oflered  by  Rudolph  were  too  exorbrtant ; 
he  then  fled  to  vMioa»  castles ;  and!,  as  Provi-< 
Aeoctt  aevep  teavet  virtue  vrhelVv  dntitwOe,  te-* 
ceivvd 
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ceived  rditf  from  several  menial  servants  and 
'  peasants,  till  at  length  he  arrived  at  Bregenz. 
Here  he  was  joined  by  several  of  his  subjects  of 
St.  Gallen,  who,  with  joyful  countenances," 
apprized  hiui  that  his  persecutor  Rudolph  was 
no  more,  and  that  the  chapter  and  city  were  im- 
patient for  the  day  when  they  might  once  more 
behold  their  prince  and  abbot.  He  instantly 
returned,  and  met  with  the  cordial  reception 
the  purity  of  bis  intention  had  at  all  tinies>me- 
rited.  Specious  language  and  artful  insinua- 
tions, may,for  a  wbile,misle8d  a  people :  but  the 
Ikscination  is  seldom  of  long  continuance;  and 
awful  is  the  resentment,  when  they  discover 
that  insult  has  been  added  to  injury. 

In  the  eighteenth  year  after  '  the  grace  of 
'  God/as  he  described  his  exaltation,  'badraised 
'  bim  from  the  huts  of  his  ancestors  to  an  im- 
*  perial  throne,'  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of 
his  age,  was  Rudolph  first  attacked  with  symp- 
toms of  a  dangerous  malady.  He  was  hastening 
to  Spire  to  repose,  as  he  intimated,  amidst  the 
tombs  of  many  preceding  kings  and  emperors, 
when  his  fate  met  him  at  Gemersheim  on  the 
Rhine,  a  town  of  his  own  foundation.  His 
hereditary  dominions  had  been  enlarged  by  the 
acquisition  of  Kyburg,  LenzbiH-g,  Baden,  Zof- 
fingen,  and  several- advocacies :  but  his  greatest 
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accessioDs  he  owed  to  his  victories  over  Otto-'  chap. 
cams  Kiog  of  Bohemia,  Margrayeof  Moravia,  i-*-v^ 
'  and  Duke  of  Austria,  Stiria,  Carinthia  and 
Carniolia,  who  had  opposed  his  election  to  the 
empire.  Five  years  after  he  had  reduced  that 
power,"  the  king,,  adorn^  with  alt  the  pomp  of 
royalty,  and  surrounded  by  all  the  princies, 
whose  concurrence  was  indispensable  in  all  new 
regulations  in  the  empire,  seated  himself  on  hia 
throne  in  the  palace  at  Augsburg,  and  declared, 
'  that  in  order  to  enable  his  sons  Albert  and  Ru- 
'  dolph  to  display  the  full  extent  of  their  invio- 

*  lable  loyalty  and  zeal  for  the  glory  of  the  era- 
'  pire,  be  had  resolved  to  raise  them  to  an  emi- 

•  nentrankinthecoUege  of  princes'  Hereupon 
in  the  plenitude  of  bis  power,  and  with  the  cori^ 
sent  of  the  electors,  he  invested  them,  by  the 
delivery  of  banners,  with  the  Dukedoms  of  Aus- 
tria, Stiriaj  the  Windismark  and  Carniolia  :  he 
soon  after  granted  them  also  the  Margraviate 
of  Burgau.  To  such  eminence  rose  a  single 
count,  of  a  race  whose  very  name  had  scarce 
reached  the  contiguous  countries.  By  the  en- 
largement of  his  bounds  to  the  furthermost 
confines  of  Alsace  and  Austria,  he  in  a  manner 
hemmed  in  all  Upper  Germany,  and  kept  in 
awe  the  French  king,  and  many  of  the  Slavian 

f  December  22,  J  282. 

princes. 
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(HAP.  fnntu.  His  bouse,  by  bis  address  and  wisdom, 
/  lofle  to  «  powM  wbich  gradimllj  subdued  na- 
tions and  countries,  tbe  very  nristenccof  which 
vu  tben  unknown.  No  race  bas  so  often  en- 
daftgued  the  freedom  of  Europe;  and  its  splen- 
did career  bas  never  met  witb  any  check,  bat 
wbat  it  derived  from  its  own  n^ect  o(  tbat 
moderation,  wbich  had  ever  been  the  great  art 
fffRtidolph. 
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Albert  of  Austria. 

.  LBERT  of  Hapsburg,  Duke  of  Austria,    char 
■^  the  only  aurviviog  son  of  King  Rudolph,'  -^^-^-^ 
had  during  a  nine  years  administration  of  his  ^^^ 
own  territories,  and'  the  share  he  had  long  borne 
in  all  the  transactions  of  his  father's  rejgn, 
given  such  early  proo&  of  bis  supercilious  tem- 
per and  ambitious  views,  as  filled  all  the  neigh- 
bouring states  with  reluctance  against  the  fur- 
ther a^randizement  of  the  house  of  Hapsburg. 
The  character  of  no  prince  perhaps,  who  has 
moved  in  so  eminent  a  sphere  as  Albert,  has 
ever  been  so  variously  represented,  by  the  jea- 
lousy and  hatred  of  some  whom  he  had  ofiend- 
ed  on  the  one  hand,  ^pil  on  the  other,  by  the 
fear  and  adulation  of  those  who  had  adhered 
to  hiK  fami\y  and  person- 
He  possessed  an  iufleuUe  perseverance.  The 

'  HartiQan  l,he  king's  SKond  son  perishMl,  as  we  have 
seen,  in  1281.  Rudolph,  the  tbiid,  died  in  1290,  aiid  left 
the  ill-fated  John,  of  whom  more  hereafier.  Charles,  the 
fonrth  son,  died  an  'mhnt.  Of  his  six  daughters,  five  were 
ntBiried  to  Gennoo  piincet,  and  the  sixth  t»  the  King  of 

8  improvement 
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CHAP.  improT£meDt  of  his  treasures  and  armies,  the 
I  latt<r  of  which  he  comnianded  with  admii;^bl« 
skill  and  courage,  ^ms  more  strongly  to  have 
actuated  his  conduct,  than  the  more  generous 
principles  of  sound  policy  and  justice.  Eager 
to  extend  his  dominions,  he  scorned  the  tram- 
mels of  the  laws  which  controled  his  power. 
He  was  impressed  with  a  laudable  spirit  of 
order  and  propriety,  which  manifested  itself  iir 
his  high  commendations  of  modesty  in  women, 
learning  in  the  clergy,  and  valour  in  the  soldier. 
Such  was  the  confrdul  he  fiad  over  his  passions, 
that  when  most  violently  agitated,  he  could 
still  command  his  utterance;  nor  did  he  ever 
allow  himself  to  be  diverted  by  the  allurements 
of  pleasure  :  and  yet,  neither  was  he  beloved  in 
life,  nor  after  death  was  his  memory  revered 
either  by  his  kindred,  his  father's  friends,  his 
subjects,  or  the  German  nation.  His  wealth 
surpassed  that  of  all  other  princes ;  and  his 
forces,  consisting  of  Hungarian  light  "hoi^e, 
heavy-armed  cuirassiers,  a  select  body  of 
knights  in  rich  uniforms,  and  an  infantry  of 
young  freemen,  were  both  numerous  and  highly 
trained.  For  sieges,  he  had  a  hundred  wag- 
gons loaded  with  rams,  cats,  pitch-balls,  and  all 
manner  of  destructive  implements.  So  ^tern 
was  his  severity,  that,  in  an  insurrection,  he 
compelled  the  magistrates  of  Vienna  to  come  to 
him 
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bifii-b^e'Iieaded  and  hare-tfooted  to'aneigli-  chap. 
bouriiigiin«*iiitain,'aiid  surreoder  the  kej*  of  -^^-y^^ 
their  cit^;i  and. there,  in  their* presence,  he  tdre 
everyAeaBitttni  df  th^r  obstructive  privileges. 
His  iaflsttatd  Ithiret  after  wealth  and  territory, 
bis  EtuUw^n^ftertLDacity,  an  unseemly  disorder 
in.hise}'C£,  and  a  gloomy  aspect,  alt  the9e  for- 
bidding features  rendered  him'  so  odious,  that 
eyeh  virtfle  in  him  woueithesemblaBcfeofselP- 
isbnese.  (The  tnan  wboia  alt  hate,,  can  never 
govern  all.  Albert  M^as.about  forty-two  years 
of  age  when  he  siiccfcetfft4it6  tlie  hereditary  do- 
minions of  his  father.    .  >'  ■ 

The'  Swiss,  as  soon,  ns-thev  received  the  intel-  ^"^  "*■- 

■'  pact  of  the 

ligenccrQf,Rt)dolph'S'd<^t}i,  and  of  the  fearful  swiu. 
prospect  then  before  them,  held  an  assembly  of 
the  whole '  nation,  and  renewed  their  ancient 
league;  m  the  following  terms.  '  Know,  alt 
*■  men  tliafcweithe  peopleof  the  valley  of  Uri, 
'  of  the  .coHlHiunity- of  Schwitz,  and  of  the 
'  mount^iiiis  of  Uiiderwalden,  Seeing  the  dangers 
'  of  the:  times,  have  solemnly  agi'eed,  and  bound 
'  ourselves  by  oath,  ta  aid  and  defend  each  ■ 
'  other  with  all  ouripight  and  main,  witji  aur 

*  lives  and  property,  both  within  and  beyond 
'  our  boundaries,  each  at  his  own  expenee,  and 

. '  against  every  enemy  whatever  who  shall  at- 

*  tempt  to  molest  us,  either  singly  or  collecti^e- 
'  ly-  .  This  is  our  ancient  compact.    Wboevet 

'  hath 


*3t8  tttit  Huvoftv  01^     . 

'  hath  A  lot  A  let  him  obey  him  according  io  hit 
'  bounden  duty.  We  ha-ve  decreed  to,re(;«t*4 
'  no  oiRgistmtes  in  otir' valleys  but  such  as  are 
'  of  our  own  country  and  rcFideKt  amoni;  uK' 
'  Every  difference  among  ui  shall  be  decided  by 
'  our  ^sest  men ;  and  whoever  shall  r^ect'their 

*  award,  shall  be  compelled  by  the  reoauider 

*  of  the  communityL  Whoever  shaB  wilfully 
'  commit  a  itturder,  ahaU  ■  suffer  death ;  and  he . 
'  vfao  shall  attempt  to  screen  the  assassin  from 
'  die  hands  of  justice,  shall  be  banished.  An 
'  incendiary  shalt  forfeit  his  franchise  as  a  ila' 

*  tive ;  and  whoever  harbours  him  shall  repair 
'  the  damage.  Whoever  robs,  or  molests  ano- 
'  tber,  shall  make  full  restitution  out  of  the  pro- 

*  perty  he  may  possess  among  us.    No  one 

*  shaU  distrain  without  the  sanction  of  a  raagis' 
^  traie.  Every  man  dialt  acknowledge  the  au- 
'  ihorityofoneofthe  chief  magistrates  in  either 

*  of  the  'Valleys.  If  in-an  intestine  feud,  one 
'  of  the  parties  shall  refuse  to  accede  to  a  &ir 
'  compromifie,  the  people  at  large  shall  join  the 

-  opposite  party.  This  covenant,  for  our  com- 
'  roonwelfare,  shall,  God  willii^,  be  perpetual.'' 

-  Rudolph  of  Lau0enburg,*  Bishop  of  Con- 

=  This  is  the  oldest  document  of  the  Swiss  Confederacy  j 
it  is  dated  in  the  beginning  of  August,  1291. 

*  Rudolph  of  Hapsburg,  uncle  to  king  Rudolph,  was  the 

founder  of  the  line  gf  Lwiflfenburg :  fte  biAop  here  tnen- 

timed 
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stanccj  uaele  ^nd  gv»r(lian  to  Hartman  of  Ky-*  .cha». 
burg,  hvbi  that  Albert  nesnt  to  dispute  the  • 
'  right  of  his  wafd  to  the  indepewience  of  bis  ^g^ 
hereditary  doo^alfls;  and  was  hence  iuduced^"*' 
to  enter  iot«  9.  defensive  tUiance  with  Count 
Aipadcits  tlje  Fifth  of  Savoy,  against  the  si* 
nister  deeigOB  of  his  rapacious  cousin.  It  was 
therein  ^ipulat^,  that  both  Kyburgand  Lauf- 
fenburg  should  a5sist  Amadeiis  in  the  recovery 
of  the  towna  of  lAupen  and  Gumoiinen,  and  all 
that  King  Rudolph  had  wrested  from  the  house 
of  Savoy;  4nd  that  the  contracting  parties 
should  unite  in  the  protection  of  Berne  and  its 
citizens,  against  all  unlawful  claims  :  for  Ama-- 
deus  00  receiving  the  long  wished  for  tidiags 
of  the  death  of  King  Rudolph*  bad  not  only 
prevailed  on  the  chapter  of  Payerne  to  rein- 
state him  in  the  advocacy  of  their  abbey,  which 
had  formerly  been  held  by  bis  uncles :  but 
also  obtained  from  the  Beraers,  for  a  pecuniary 
consideration,  the  like  office  in  their  city,-  untit 
such  time  as  a  new  king  should  be  elected. 
This  Bifhop  of  Constance,  whose  irreconcilable 
enmity  Puko  Alb«rt  bad  incurred,  had  great 
i^Quence  in  Thurgau,  not  only  through  the  as- 
cendency of  religion,  but  also  by  the  extensive 

tl(«ied  was  his  second  9ot) :  the  third  son,  Evcrar<t,  married 
the  heiress  of  Kyburg,  and  revived  that  title  Ui  bis  line. 
Tbe  ■hove-naeied  Hanniaawas  son  to  this  Everard. 

domains 
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,  .CHAP,  domains  his  see  possessed  ia  that  proTince.  The 
M'v-vw'  Abbot  of  St.  Gallen  readily  entered  iato  the  al- 
liance, as  also  the  city  of  Zuric,  which  was  now 
whotty  estranged  from  the  house  of  Hapsburg. 
Tliia  city  moreover  agreed  to  a  triennial  league 
with  Rapperswiyl  against  the  duke:  and  the 
affections  of  the  bui^hers  of'Ba8)e>  in  whose 
city  the  mother  and  brethren  of  Albert  lay  in- 
terred, werelikewise  wholly  alienated  from  him. 
Such  were  now  the  general  and  rooted  preju- 
dices entertained  against  him,  that  Adotphus 
Count  of  Nassau,  a  prince  of  no  decided  supe- 
riority, and  not  Albert,  the  powerful  son  of  the 
late  formidable  monarch,  was  chosen  to  fiUthe 
vacant  throne  of  Germany. 
i3«.  ■  -During  the  gti-uggle  for  the  Imperial  crown, 
the  burghers  ;of  Zuric,  headed  by  Frederick 
Count  of  Tockenburg  their  captain,  att&cked  - 
and  defeated  the  burghers  of  Wintherthur, 
commanded  by  their  avoyer  Hopler.*  Elated 
wifli  their  first  success,  they  advanced  towards 
the  town,  which,  with  the  help  of  a  reinforce- 
ment they  expected  from  the  bishop  of  Con- 
stance, they  were  confident  of  reducing :  but 
Hugo  Count  of  Wadenberg,  the  duke's  com- 

*  This  expedition  appears  to  have  been  undertaken  ia  be- 
balf  uf  the  Bishop  of  Constance. 

mander 
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Blander  in  these  parts,  resolved  to  try  the  for-  chap. 
tune  of  a  day,  before  the  arrival  of  the  auxili-  vj»-y^ 
aries.  It  chanced  that  a  messenger  dtspatLhed 
by  the  men  of  Zuric  to  the  bishop  fell  inio  the 
hands  of  Ilago,  who  thereupon  instantly  sent  i 
trusty  person  with  a  supposititious  answer,  as 
coming  from  the  bishop,  to  this  effect :  "  Wt 

*  rejoice  at  the  news  of  your  victory,  and  will 

*  be  with  you  to-morrow  at  no<Mi.    This  letter 

*  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  one  who  is  better 

*  acquainted  with  the  bye-roads  than  your  mes- 

*  scnger  :  acquaint  us  through  him  which  way 

*  we  shall  advance  to  mec:  you.'  Hugo  affixed 
to  this  scroll  a  seal  from  a  letter  he  had  himself 
formerly  received  from  the  Wshop.    In  the 

,  course  of  the  night  he  caused  an  episcopal  ban- 
ner to  be  prepared.  Another  messenger  was 
also  dispatched  with  instructions  to  the  avoyer 
Hopler,  and  the  garrison  was  meanwhile  rein. 
forced  by  a  detachment  from  Shaffhausen. 
On  the  morrow,  while  the  unguarded  troops  of  , ' 

Zuric  were  viewing  with  joy  the  approach  of 
the  episcopal  banner,  they  found  themselves  on 
a  sudden  furiously  assailed  by  Count  Werden- 
bcrg  and  Hopler,  and  sustained  a  signal  over^. 
throw,  to  the  indelible  disgrace  of  their  banner, 
and  disparagement  of  their  military  fame.  Few 
were  suffered  to  escape  ;  and  '  by  this  well-con- 
ducted stratagem  Zuric  was  ultimately  com- 
VOL.  I.  P  pelied 
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CHAP,   pelled  to  accent  of  a  separate  peace  with  At 
•  bert. 

Hie  duke,  indignant  at  the  unsuccessful  issue 
of  the  election  to  the  ein[nre,  came  now  with 
hostile  arms  into  the  bishopric  of  Constance. 
He  burnt  and  demolished  several  castles,  and 
besieged  William  Abbot  of  St.  Gallen  in  his 
town  of  Wyl.  The  burghers  of  Zuric,  whom 
an  act  of  clemency  had  brought  back  to  his  in- 
terest, joined  his  forces,  and  assisted  in  com- 
pelling William  to  relinquish  his  town,  which 
was  soon  after  burnt ;  while  all  its  inhabitants, 
two  only  excepted,  who  rem:uned  on  the  ashes 
of  their  desolated  dwellings,  were  transplanted 
to  Schwarzenbach,  a  neighbouring  town  built 
by  the  Counts  of  Hapsburg.  The  abbot  fled  to 
St.  Gallen :  the  new  king  Adolphus  proclaimed 
a  genera]  amnesty ;  and  Albert  returned  to  his 
Austrian  dominions. 

The  cities,  during  the  short  interval  of  the 
reign  of  Adolphus,  obtained  not  only  the  con- 
firmation of  their  former  privileges,  but  also 
various  additional  and  more  extensive  fran- 
chises. Zuric  and  Berne  were  fully  Invested 
■with  the  higher  or  criminal  jurisdiction,  and 
exempted  from  all  appeals  to  foreign  courts, 
except  the  Aulic  tribunal  of  the  Empire.  The 
town  of  Mulhausen  received  the,  same  exemp- 
tions from  tolls  which  were  enjoyed  by  the  im- 
perial 
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penal  cities,  and  the  right  of  admitting  none  chap. 
but  natives  to  the  office  of  chief  magistrate.  «^-v^ 
Berne  and  Friburg  were  confirmed  in  their 
compact,  which  stipulated  that  six  of  the  most 
respectable  senators  of  each  city  should  deter- 
mine  any  difference  that  might  arise  between 
them.  Soleure  likewise  entered  into  an  alliance 
with  Berne  for  mutual  defence.  Lewis  of  Sa- 
voy acceded  for  ten  years  to  the  treaty  his 
brother  Amadeus  had  concluded  with  Bernp 
for  the  term  of  his  life.  The  barons  in  the 
mountains  of  the  Oberland,  who  but  too  often,  . 
in  the  pride  of  their  inaccessible  security,  dis- 
turbed the  public  peace,  were  now  restrained, 
chiefly  by  an  engagement  which  the  Bishop  of 
SioD,  Count  Josselin  of  Visp,  and  the  commu- 
nity of  Leuk,  entered  into  with  Berne,  to  check 
their  depredations.  Berne  was  now  in  a  manner 
the  arbiter  of  the  fate  of  all  Helvetia,  the  parent 
of  a  multitude  of  dispersed  burghers,  whose 
confidence  the  rulers  Considere'd  as  tlie  main  , 

prop  of  their  own  authority,  and  the  source  of 
the  public  felicity  of  their  thriving  state.  Six- 
teen selected  burghers^  were  about  this  time 
added  to  the  council,*'  to  whom  were  referred 

s  Seizeniers. 

*  The  great  council  of  Berne,  ai  this  period,  ajipears  to 
have  consisted  of  two  bundred  members.  The  first  men- 
tion of  it  ii  about  coeval  with  that  of  the  English  House  of 
r  S  .    CommoQi, 
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CHAP,   all  mademeanora,  coanfdtcued  Uw  cases,  poAHic 
>  WTOi^s,  and  coatcacts   both  within  the  dtf 
aad  among  its  out-bui^hers; 

The  king  who  now,  less  through  hi>  own 
inertness  than  the  machinations  f^  Albert,  saw 
his  fortunes  rapidly  dedining,  was  not  however 
forsaken  by  the  burghers,  husbandmen,  and 
shepherds  of  Hdvetia.  The  Swiss,  oo  receiving 
a  charter  of  imanuutks  from  him,  swore  alle* 
{^ace  to  his  govenimeat:  and  the  Abbot. 
Williim  d  St.  Gallen,  after  having  repeaCecBy, 
bat  in  vain,  sued  for  recondfiatioa  at  the  hands 
of  Albert,  r^nired  to,  and  redded  some  years 
at,  the  court  of  Adolphus  :  who,  although  rC- 
stmned  by  the  decay  of  his  cooditioa,  which 
had  never  been  adequate  to  his  (figoity,  gave 
notwithstanding  am[de  testunonies  of  his  grUe- 
fiil  partiality  for  the  prelate ;  and  in.  his  latter 
days  as»gned  to  the  abbey  various  imperi:^  re- 
veilues  in  itS'vidnity.  Twenty  helmets^  from 
St.  Gaflen  fought  by  his  side  in  his  last  decisive 
battle ;  in  which  even  the  abbot  (long  imired  to 

Commons.  A  connsellor  vrho  attended  the  meebngS)  re- 
cdved  at  every  sitting  one  plappait  (abont  five  English 
pence)  from  the  serjeant  at  arms;  if  absent  he  paid  the 

1  A  helmet  even  now,  in  the  armorial  bearings,  denotes 
a  gentleman.  Crowned  helmets  were  appropriated  to 
aobLes. 

adversity, 
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adversity,  but  ever  worthy  of  the  veneraWe   chap. 
name  of  Montfort)  mingled  with  undaunted  i.^-vo 
courage ;  until  the  king,  yielding  to  extreme 
despair,  rushed  into  the  thickest  of  the  enemy, 
and  fell  near,  if  not  by  the  hands  of,  Albert. 

This  fatal  event  struck  terror  into  all  the  i^m, 
people  of  the  Alps  who  had  sided  with  Adol- 
phus.  The  abbot  with  great  difficulty  obtained 
leave  to  withdraw  to  St.  Gallen,  where  he  sur- 
vived some  years  in  humble  penury.  A  ru- 
mour was  spread  that  Albert's  party  in  the  se- 
nate of  Friburg,  were  preparing  to  arm  their 
dty,  and  even  to  instigate  the  Count  of  Savoy  ' 
and  his  great  vassals  against  Berne.  The  de- 
puties from  the  Swiss  repaired  to  the  new-elect- 
ed king,*  at  Strasburg  ;  but  they  struck  terror, 
into 'thdr  countrymen  when  they  brought  back 
the  answer,  *  that  Alijcrt  meant  soon  to  pr.o- 
*  pose  an  alteration  in  their  government.' 

Many  lords  upon  this  drew  out  their  forces  Eipeditioo  , 
against  Berne,  and  the  burghers  collected  auKtIia-  Bene. 
ries  from  thdr  allies c^Soleure  and  Kyburg;  but 
their  numbers  were  far  inferior  to  thoseof  their 
adversaries :  stiJl,  however,  they  made  no  ofer 
of  accommodation;  bang  well  aware  that  a  free 
people  exposes  itself  to  inevitable  ruin,  if,  in  a 
just  cause,  it  yields  to  the  invasion  of  despotic 

"  Albert  had  been  elected  King  of  the  Germans  on  the 
23d  of  June,  1298. 

power. 
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power.  News  having  been  brought  that  the 
■  enemy  had  passed  the  boundariesv  the  burg- 
hers marched  out  under  the  conduct  of  Ulrich 
d'Erlach,  a  brave  and  ex[>erienced  knight. 
They  found  the  enemy  advantageously  posted 
on  a  hill,^  and  spreading  in  formidable  numbers 
over  a  plain ""  near  Wangen.  Thf y'  called  to 
mind  the  day  of  the  Shosshctjde,  advanced  in 
close  array,  and  being  wiiinn  distance,  Erlach 
sou^Hed  a  charge  :  the  bugle  horn  suddenly  re- 
edioed  throughout  the  forest,  and  the  men  of 
Berne  rushed  with  united  and  irresistible  fury 
upon  the  foe.  The  enemy's  cavalry  was  soon 
thrown  into  confusion  by  the  unexpected 
shock  ;  and  their  horses,  frightened  by  the  ve- 
hement shouts  of  the  assailants,  became  intrac- 
table. Many  stood  aghast,  whilst  others  fled  ; 
:^id  a  great  number  who  attempted  scarcely 
any  resistance,  fell  in  the  field  of  battle  :  the 
whole  body  of  infantry  was  surrounded  and 
taken.  The  conquering  bands,  headed  by  Er- 
lach, entered  Berne  in  triumph,  and  displayed 
to  their  exulting  parents  and  emulating  children 
the  trophies  of  their  victory,  the  banner  of  the 
foe,  and  numerous  ranks  of  disarmed  captives. 
The  banner  was  deposited  in  the  minster  of  St. 
Vincent  j  and  solemn  thanksgivings  were  offer- 

9  The  Donnerbiihel. 
""  The  Jammerthal. 
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ed  up  to  the  God  of  Hosts,  who  had  protected    chap. 
the  cause  ot  justice  and  patriotic  virtue.  *.>-v^-/ 

'ITie  king,  after  a  diet  he  had  held  at  Nurem-  f^^^ 
berg,  came  to  his  hereditary  dominions  on  the 
Rhine,  and  having  received  complaints  from  his 
subjects  of  Kyburg  against  the  burghers  of 
Zuric,  encamped  on  a  hill  near  the  city,  and 
suffered  his  men  to  seize  on  all  the  cattle  that 
pastured  near  the  walls.  The  subordination  of 
ranks  was  not  as  yet  so  accurately  defined,  but 
that  many  nobles  were  at  the  same  time  war- 
riors," merchants,  husbandmen,  and  shepherds. 
It  is  recorded  that  the  king's  son  having  one 
day  admired  the  venerable  aspect  of  an  old  man 
who  was  dexterously  driving  the  plough,  the 
excellence  of  his  horses,  and  the  comeliness  of 
a  sprightly  youth  who  attended  him,  was  not  a 
little  surprized  on  the  following  day  to  see  the 
same  dd  man  as  Baron  of  Heghau,  riding  into 
his  father's  court  with  his  apparent  heir,  the 
companion  of  his  rustic  toils,  by  his  sid«,  and  a 
large  retinue  of  vassals  and  domestics.  The 
burghers  of  Zuric,  confiding  is  their  vigilance, 

"  The  nobles  of  Rordorf  were  at  the  same  time  knights 
;uid  silk-merchants  i  the  Manesses  carried  on  an  eitensire 
trade,'  and  were  eminent  in  arms.  England  has  not  as 
yet  adopted  the  nice  demarcation  of  ranks  to  which  the 
continent  owes,  periiaps,  a  great  pan  of  its  recent  cala-  . 
nities. 

did 
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CHAP,    did  not  even  shut  their  gates  :  they  declared  to 
\^~,~^  the  king,  '  that  they  were  willing  to  yield  the 

*  obedience  they  owed  to  hiin,  conforrnably 
<  with  their  allegiance  to  the  empire,  and  the 
'  liberties  handed  down  to  them  by  their  forefa- 

.     *  thera  J  and  thai  as  to  the  charges  of  the  Ky- 

*  burghers,  they  had  full  as  many  to  allege 
'  against  them,  but  that  they  would  willingly 

*  reter  the  whole  to  the  decision  of  arbitrators.' 
The  king  saw  from  the  eminence  on  which  he 
had  pitched  his  lenis,  a  tbrmidable  assemblage 
of  armed  men  in  the  streets  of  Zuric,  the  mar- 
kets plentifully  stocked  with  provisiohs,  and  the 
whole  city  amply  prepared  for  a  vigorous  de- 
fence ;  whilst  his  own  army  was  weak  in  num- 
bers, and  destitute  of  all  necessary  imj^ements 
and  stores.  Thus  circumstanced,  he  received 
the  deputies  of  Zuric  with  condescension,  con- 
firmed their  privileges,  and  then  entered  the  city 
amidst  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  burghers. 

AdTOcaiT       Henry  Bishop  of  Constance,  of  the  house  of 
ofSi-CJ-    „,.  .  ■       ,     ,  ■       ,  -  1    . 

fen.  Khrgenburg,  who  had  in  the  weightiest  con- 

cerns of  the  state  given  both  to  Rudolph  and 
Albert  repeated  proofs  of  his  zeal  and  conduct, 
solitiled  now  the  reinstatement  of  the  Abbot 
William  into  the  royal  favour:  William  had 
scarcely  been  apprized  that  Albert  had  in  fact 
relented,  and  that  he  meant  to  surrender  the 
1300.  town  of  Schwarzenbach  to  the  abbey,  when  he 
expired ; 
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ex{»red  ;  as  if  the  purpose  of  his  existence,  the  chap. 
affording  to  the  wurld  a  striking  example  of  a  v^-v-^' 
great  mind  struggling  with  adversity,  had  been 
now  accomplished. .  The  king  av^Ied  himself 
of  a  transient  return  of  popularity,  to  take  the 
advocacy  of  the  abbey  into  his  own  lunds, 
which  he  elected  without  exciting  much  alarm, 
the  successor  to  the  abbey  having  incurred  ge- 
neral dislike;  and  the  name  of  Herman  de  Bon- 
stetten,  who  had  in  the  last  period  of  a  merito- 
ri')us  life  been  constituted  by  Albert  Imperial 
'Prefect  in  this  province,  being  universally  re- 
vered both  in  the  city  and  abbey  of  St.  Gallen. 

Burcard  of  Schwanden  in  the  country  ofofciark 
Gl.iris,  who,  as  an  imperial  feudatory,  had,  in  the 
wars  between  Adolphus  and  Duke  Albert,  sided 
with  the  former,  did  not  escape  the  resentment 
of  the  new  monarch.  His  castle,  and  those  of 
his  vassal  Berthold,  at  Schwanden,  Soole,  and 
Schwendi,  were  all  taken  and  dem(^ished. 
Being  thus  deprived  of  all  his  property,  he  took 
refuge  with  the  knights  of  St.  John,  among 
whom  he  signalized .  himself  at  the  taking  of 
Rhodes ;  and  at  length  died  grand-master  of 
the  order  in  Germany.  While  this  brave  man 
was  thus  the  sport  of  relentless  power,  many 
from  among  the  best  families  of  Claris'-  with- 

"Of  the  Tschudis,  Netstallers,  Frauler,  Stuki,  Kirch- 
matter,  &c. 

drew 
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CHAP,  drew  into  the  valleys  of  Schwitz  and  Uri,  and 
wrv^t^  to  the  dty  of  Zuric ;  for  the  king  having  set- 
tied,  the  advocacy  upon  his  own  bmily,  they 
saw  just  cause  to  dread  the  total  extioctioD  of 
their  liberties,  and  resdived  to  seek  a  country 
where  freedom  as  yet  seemed  less  precarious. 
oiii«rac-  Albert  at  this  time  compelled  also  the  Abbot 
pf  Albert,  of  Einsidlen'J  to  surrender  to  the  house  of  Au- 
stria the  advocacy  of  his  abbey,  and  with  it  the 
supremacy  over  all  the  lands  which  had  long 
been  the  objects  of  contention  between  the  mo- 
,  nastery  and  the  people  of  Schwitz.  He  secured 
also  to  himself  and  his  family  the  provostship 
over  the  free  people  of  Lax  in  Rhsctia;  and  the 
reversion,  after  the  extinction  of  the  house  of 
Rapperswyl,  of  the  tt^s  on  mount  St.  Gothard. 
Either  as  chief  of  the  empire,  or  by  purchase, 
he  likewise  procured  the  supreme  authority  in 
the  high  valleys  ofHasli,  over  the  lands  of  the 
monastery  of  Interlachen  in  the  Oberland»-and 
down  the  Argau  ;  where  many  barons  dwelt  in 
lofty  castles,  in  perpetual  strife,  some  in  penu- 
rious want,  and  all  in  sus{ncious  fears  and  jea- 
lousies. Austria  itself  took  umbrage  at  Albert's 
increase  of  power  in  the  impregnable  fastnesses 
of  the  Alps,  and  all  his  subjects  acknowledged 
that  his  rapacity  had  no  bounds. 

's  John,  brother  to  the  aborenienbotied  Burcard   of 
Schwanden, 

Anxious 
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Anxious  to  unite  under  his  sovereign  sway  chap. 
all  the  districts  that  intervened  between  his  ^-*-v^ 
-  hereditary  dominions ;  and  impatient  of  thti  con-  ^'  ""- 
trol  offered  to  despotism  by  the  franchises  of™rd"'w 

'  '  Swi». 

the  people,  and  the  obstructive  authority  of 
their  domestic  states  and  magistrates ;  Albert 
sent  the  Lords  of  Oxenstein  and  Lichtemberg 
to  the  valleys  of  Schwitz,Uri,and  Underwalden, 
with  the  following   proposal :  '  You  will  do 

*  wisely  both  for  yourselves  and  your  posterity, 

*  it  you  will  wholly  commit  yourselves  to  the 

*  protection  and  guidance  of  the  royal  house. 

*  The  advocacies  of  all  the  abbeys  which  own 
*' estates  and  vassals  among  you,  and  all  that 

*  Kyburg  and  Lenzburg  once  possessed  in  your 

*  Valleys,  you  are  well  apprized  are  now  the  un- 
'  doubted  property  of  the  king :  and  you  must 

*  needs  be  aware  that  you  cannot  resist  his  nu- 

*  merous  and  well-disciplined  forces.     The  mo- 

*  narch  would  willingly  consider  you  as  his  fa- 
'  vourite  children.     He  is  the  grandson  of  the 

*  Count  of  Lenzburg,  your  former  advocate ; 

*  and  son  to  King  Rudolph,  a  brave,  powerful, 

*  and  victorious  •prince,  to  whom  it  was  both 

*  honourable  and  expedient  to  pertain.    The^ 

*  desire  of  Albert  to  receive  you  under  his  im- 

*  mediate  patronage  does  not,~  you  may  be  as- 

*  sured,  proceed  from  any  wish  to  possess  your 
J  cattle,  or  to  extort  any  part  of  your  scanty 

*  property ; 
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CHAP.    *  property;  but  merely  becuse  he  haa  heard  from 
v-^-v^  *  his  fether,  and  has  learnt  from  the  ra:ords  of 

*  history,  that  you  are  a  brave  and  loyal  people. 

*  He  loves  brave  men  ;  and  will  pride  himsdf 

*  in  leading  you  to  victory,  in  enriching  you 
'  with  the  spoils  of  war,  and  promoting  your 

*  wdfare  by  all  manner  of  profitable  grants  and 

*  privileges.'     The  nobles,  freemen^  and  all  the 
people  of  the  vaHeys,  answered  ;  *  We  well  re- 

*  member  what  a  glorious  leader  and  hrm  pro- 

*  lector  we  had  in  the'Iate  King  Rudc^b,  and 
*.we  will  ever  acknowledge  it  to  his  posterity  : 

*  but  we  are  partial  to  the  condition  of  our  fore- 

*  fethers,  and  are  desirous  to  continue  in  it ;  all 

*  we  desire  is,  that  King  Albert  will  confirm  us  in 
*-the  enjoyment  of  it.' 

The  people  hereupon  sent  Werner -Baron  of 
Attinghausen,  their  landamman,  to  the  court  of 
Albert,  to  solicit  the  confirmation  of  their  char- 
ter of  liberties,  and  to  ask  for  the  appointment 
of  a  criminal  magistrate :  but  the  king  being 
engaged  in  a  war  with  the  electors,  and  at  no 
time  easy  of  access,  referredlhc  application  to 
his  commissaries  at  Rotcnburg  and  Lucern; 
and  sent  to  Uri  a  peremptory  order  not  to  de- 
mand any  longer  the  land-tax  that  had  been 
usually  paid  by  the  abbey  of  Wettingen.  The 
Swiss,  seeing  themselves  thus  slighted  and  un- 
protected, entered  into  a  decennial  league  with 
Werner 
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Werner  Count  of  Homberg,  lord  of  the  marcBes  char 
towards  the  lake  of  Zurk ;  who,  by  the  tsser*  v>-v*^ 
tion  of  some  daim,  had  likewise  incuiTed  the 
king's  displeasure.  Werno'  having  recdred 
an  insult,  they,  prompted  by  equity,  marched 
against  his  adversaries  in  the  Gaster,  a  district 
at  that  time  dependent  on  the  king. 

Meanwhile,  lest  their  submission  to  the  Au- 
strian delegates,  who  now  made  their  first  ap- 
pearance in  these  valleys,  should  be  construed 
into  an  aajutescence  in  the  assumed  authority, 
the  Swiss  renewed  their  applicadon  for  an  Int- 
perid  commissary.  King  Rudolph  had  beraac- 
customed  to  name  to  that  office  one  of  the  great 
counts,  whom  in  all  capital  cases  the  people 
invited  into  their  valleys.  .Albert  sent  them 
Herman  Ge^er  of  Bruneck  near  Hapsburg;  2ind 
Berenger  of  I^andenberg,  a  man  of  good  destxnt, 
but  whose  cousin  Iferman,  though  high  in  fa- 
vour at  court,  was  universally  abhorred  in  Au- 
stria. 

These  imperial  baili^'*  having  no  casdes  xx 

'*  The  German  wwd  vop  has  nnmberless  significations. 
It  often  meansa  guardian,  in  adnunUtrator,  a  steward,  and 
e»en  a  parish  constable  and  beadle.  We  have  explained 
Its  impart  in  Sfnrm-vegt  and  Katt-vogI  (chap^il.  note  16.). 
Reicht'eop  we  hare  occasionalljr  rendered  by  imperial 
commissary  or  prefect.  The  ci?il  goreniors  sent  by 
Austria  into  the  Swiss  valleys,  bore  the  name  of  Lamd- 


ov  Google 


238  THE  HISTORY  OF 

CHAP,  residences  of  their  own,  determined,  perhaps  by 
v.,«-v^  order  of  the  king,  to  fix  their  constant  habita- 
tions in  the  valleys.  Landenberg  took  up  his 
abode  in  one  of  the  king's  castles,  on  a  pleasant 
eminence  near  Sarnen  in  Underwalden ;  and 
Gesler,  because  there  was  no  public  edifice  for 
him  in  the  dts'  rict  he  came  to  administer,  built 
a  strong  Castle  near  Altorf  in  the  valley  of  Uri, 
to  which  he  gave  a  name  that  must  ever  be 
odious  to  a  free-minded  people.'^ 

The  Baron  of  Attlnghausen  was  eminently 
distinguished  among  his  countrymen  for  his  an- 
cient descent^  his  venerable  age,  his  experience 
■in  public  afcirs,  his  ample  fortune,  and  his  ge- 
nuine and  ardent  patriotism.  Among  a  people 
of  simple  manners,  it  often  happens  that  parti- 
cular families  are  continued  for  many  genera- 
tions in  the  higher  offices  of  magistracy.  Such 
were,  among  the  Swiss,  the  Redings  of  Bibereck 
and  the  Berc^dingens,  whose  descendants  have 
survived  the  Confederacy  for  which  many  of 
them  had  bled  abundantly.  Werner  Stauffacher 
■was  honoured  at  Schwitz,  both  because  his 
fether  had  been  an  upright  magistrate,  and  he 
himself  was  an  htinest,  discreet,  and  substantial 

vngt;  which,  though  the  word  be  not  accurately  descrip- 
tive of  their  functions,  we  have  yet,  in  compliance  with 
custom,  converted  into  Baili^. 
•i  Ttviag  or  Ziu'mg  l/ri,  i,  e.  the  curb  of  Uri, 

yeoman, 
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yfeoinan.  Such  were  the  men  in  whom  thie  chap. 
people  reposed  their  confidence,  because  they  « 
had  known  their  fathers,  and  saw  daily  proofe 
of  their  own  intrinac  worth  and  patriotism. 
Whenever  strangers  came  among  them  and 
pointed  out  defects,  or  urged  the  propriety  of 
reforms,  they  became  suspicious,  and  clung  still 
closer  to  the  maxims  of  their  forefathers.  All  - 
innovations,  perhaps  merely  from  habit,  seemed 
dangerous  to  them ;  the  difference  of  days,  in 
the  uniform  tenor  of  a  pastoral  life,  being  only 
marked  by  the  revolving  seasons.  They  lived, 
for  the  most  part,  in  scattered  habitations  dis- 
persed singly  in  meadows,  on  rising  grounds, 
and  near  refreshing  springs.  Among  such  a 
people  little  is  said ;  but  they  observe  much, 
and  their  impressions  are  deep  and  permanent : 
they  have  leisure  for  much  meditation ;  and 
when  on  iheir  festivals  they  met  at  church, 
they  mutually  communicated  thdr  thoughts, 
,  and  cleared  up  whatever  doubts  might  have 
occurred  to  them.  Such  was  this  people  still 
in  our  days,  when  providence  decreed  that 
honest  candour,  guiltless  felicity,  and  unaffected 
piety,  should  feel  the  shock  which  threatens  the 
subversion  of  all  virtue  and  religion. 

The  new  bailiffs  soon  betrayed  their  tyrannical 

dispositions.    Every  trivial  offence  was  punished 

by  long  and  severe  imprisonments,  in  gloomy, 

loathsome. 
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CHAP,  loathsome,  and  often  distant  dungeons.  Tfa^ 
s^~v^  tolls  were  raised ;  and  trade  was  impeded,  and  m 
many  instances  wholly  prohibited.  The  people 
sent  remonstrances  to  the  king  at  a  time  when 
a  bailiff  had  been  assassinated  in  Styiia  for  s'.mt- 
lar  practices.  Albert  was  then  engaged  in  a 
■war  with  Wenceslaus  King  of  Bohemia,  his 
brother-in-law  ;  and  the  Swiss  in  vain  sued  for 
redress  against  the  oppriessions  of  Landenberg. 
The  clergy,  resenting  the  decree  of  the  people, 
that  they  should,  like  the  rest,  be  bound  to  con- 
tribute towards  the  public  exigencies,  declared 
in  fevour  of  the  king.  Wolfenshies,  ayouth  (rf 
Underwalden,  deviated  from  the  maxims  of  hb 
countrymen  and  kindred,  and  accepted  from 
the  king  the  command  of  the  castle  of  Rossberg 
in  Underwalden  ;  and  there  was  great  reason 
to  apprehend  that  his  rashness  and  ambition 
would  prompt  him  to  acts  still  more  flagitious. 
The  pec^le,  who  in  ordinary  times  were  of  a 
tranquil  easy  disposition,  and  had  now  been 
long  accustomed  to  spend  their  days  without 
fear  of  molestation,  to  earn  by  a  moderate  share 
of  labour  a  quick  succession  of  rural  enjoy- 
ments, and  to  feel  .themselves  secure  under  the 
protection  of  the  empire,  were  now  greatly 
dismayed  at  the  dangers  they  saw  impending. 

Whether  the  king's  severity  had  any  specious 

pretence  of  justice  j  whether  his  exactions  had 

been 
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been  occasioned  by  his  necessities ;  and  -whether,  '^^^"^* 
in  the  exertion  of  his  rigour,  he  ever  manifested  ^-i-^r^ 
anj  kindness  towards  the  Swiss,  must  now 
remain  unknown.  Could  such  extenuating 
facts  be  proved,  it  might  in  some,  degree  soft- 
en the  censure  that  bears  heavy  against  the 
nwnarch,  but  it  could  never  exculpate  the  vfan- 
ton  insults  inflicted  by  his  ministers.  They, 
as  generally  happens  with  mean  presumptuoiis 
upstarts,  displayed  on  all  occasions  a  sullen 
,  haughtiness  and  contempt  of  the  people*  which 
frequently  excites  more  indignation  than  actual 
■  tyranny.  The  ancient  families,  whose  names 
the  people  ever  pronounced  with  reverence 
.and  affection,  they  called  a  '  rustic  nobility.' 
-  Landenberg,  riding'  through  Steinen,  noticed 
the  house  of  Siauffacher,  its  substantial  struc- 
ture, the  number  and  targe  dimensions  of  its 
windows,  and  showy  decorations  on  its  walls, 
and  called  out  to  the  proprietor, — '  is  it  not  a 
'  shame  that  vile  peasants  should  live  in  such 
*  good  houses?'  The  keeper  of  the  castle  of 
Schwanau,  on  the  lake  of  Lowertz,  in  the  val- 
ley of  Schwitz,  had  ravished  a  young  maiden, 
the  daughter  of  reputable  parents.  The  shep- 
herds of  the  Alps,  comely  in  figure,  of  florid 
health,- artless  in  their  professionsj  and  exhila- 
rated by  the  splendour  of  the  scenes  that  8ur-_ 
round  th(;m.  do  not  (until  controled  by  matri- 
,     TOL.  I-  4  monial 
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CHAP,  saonial  ties>  which  theykoM  sacred)  resfniit 
*  the  instinct  of  Dature  with  scrapulous  sererity ; 
but  cMnpliance  with  them  must  be  sued  few, 
aod  not  eonpelledj  nor  requited  with  contume- 
ly. Thebrethren  of  the  unhappy  victim  sought 
out  the  vile  seducer,  and  dew  him.  Wolfen- 
shiet,  (wming  one  morning  out  of  the  dale  of 
Ei^lbe^,  saw  a  handsome  woman  crosdag  a 
meadow,  near  the  pleasant  village  of  Alzelen : 
having  learnt  that  her  husband,  Conrad  Baum- 
.garten,  was  gpne  from  home,  he  ordered  her  to 
prepare  a  bath,  and  gave  hints  which  alarmed 
her  modesty :  under  pretence  of  going  to  un- 
dress in  ah  adjoining  room,  she  went  in  search 
of  her  husbaud,  who  came  instantly,  and  put 
to  death  the  base  intruder. 

Before  Baumgarten  could  be  apprehended, 
and  the  joint  efforts  of  men  like  Gesler  bad 
time  to  avenge  the  deatb  of  the  keeper  of 
Schwanau,  the  wife  of  Stauffacher,  recollecting 
with  terror  how  much  their  tyrant  envied  them 
their  house,  exhorted  her  husband  to  g^ard 
against  the  impendii^  storm.  Werner  stepped 
into  his  boat,  and  crossed  over  to  his  friend 
Walter  Furst  of  Attinghausen  in  Uri.  Here 
he  met  a  brisk  high-minded  youths  who  kept 
himself  closely  concealed.  Walter  acquainted 
his  friend  'tliat  this  young  man  came  from 
'  Melchthal  in  Undeiwalden;  that  his  name 
'  was 
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'was  Amoldj"and  that  fae  was  his  kinsman :    CIUV 

•  that  Landenb»'g  hadj  for'a  trifling  offence,  ^^-v^ 
'  seizied  on  his  team  of  oxen ;  and  that  his  father 

•  Henry,  bewailing  his  heavy  Iobb^  had  been 
'  told  by  one  of  the  bailiff's  officers,  that  if  pea- 
'  sants  will  eat  bread,  they  may  even  draw  the 

'  plough  themselves :  thait  Arnold,  unable  ttf  - 
'  contain  his  youthful  ardour,  had  struck  the 
'  office!-,  and  broken  one  of  his  fingera ;  that 
'  upon  thb  he  fled,  and  had  ever  since  remain- 

•  ed  concealed ;  but  that  the  relentless  bailiff 
'  had  caused  the  eyes  of  his  aged  father  to  be 
'  put  out'  They  nowjointly  lamented  the  un- 
happy state  of  their  country,  and  that  justice, 
equity,  and  all  theirhereditary  rights,  were  wan- 
tonly trampled  upon.  Walter  moreover  attested, 
that  the  wise  and  benevolent  Lord  of  AttinghaU' 
-sen  had  solemnly  declared,  that  the  increasing 
and  oppressive  innovations  were  nowbecome in- 
sufferable. Aware  that  open  resistance  would 
expose  them  and  their  country  to  the  relentless 
fury  of  their  oppressors,  they  agreed  neverthe- 
less that  the  measure  of  their  woes  was  fall, 
and  that  death  was  preferable  to  a  tame  sub- 
mission to  so  ignominious  ayoke.  Thus  resolv- 
ed, they  agreed  that  each  of  them  snould  sound 
the  dispositions  of  his  most  confidential  iriends 

"  His  patronymic  name  was  Von  der  Hald«n  j  but  histOiy 
has  uninortalized  his  name  under  that  of  his  native  piece. 

q2  and 
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CHAP,  and  relatives ;  and  for  their  future  meetings 
uirv^^  tfaejpitchedupon'the field namedRutli,'°inasc- 
quest^redvaleattbe  foot  of  the  rockM^tensteia, 
Beu  the  boundaries  of  Uri  and  Underwalden: 
Here,  in  the  midnight  hour,  they  often  delibe- 
rated on  the  great  project  they  had'  in  con- 
temptation,  and  each  imparted  the  progress  he 
had  made  in  the  prosecution  of  the  meditated 
revolt.  Hither  came  Furst  and  Melchthat  ' 
along  secret  paths  over  the  heights,  and  Stauf- 
facher  in  his  boat.  Each  brought  his.  most 
trusty  friends,  who  joined  in  the  bold  enter- 
-prize:  here  they  all  freely  declared  their 
thoughts,  communicated  intelligence,  and  sug- 
^sted  expedients  without  reserve  or  apprehen- 
sion ;  and  the  more  hazardous  the  attempt  ap- 
peared, the  more  closely  were  their  hearts  united. 
1307.  In  the  night  preceding  the  eleventh,  of  No- 
vember, came  Furst,  Melchthal,  and  Staufl^- 
cher,  with  each  ten  associates,  men  of  .approved 
worth,  and  who, had  freely  declared  tlieir  ab- 
--horrence  of  the  unwarranted  oppressions  of  the 
. bailiffs.  These  three-and-thirty  undaunted  pa- 
-triots,"  deeply  impressed  with  the  sense  of  their 

"  Some  write  this  memorable  name  Griitli  (Novale). 

"  The  word  Patriot,  when  this  was  written  (Anno'  l^ps) 
had  incurred  an  odium,  because  it  had  been  misapplied, 
Tbeday,  it  is  tobehoped,wUl  yet  return,  when  a  true  friend 
to  hie  country  may  resume  that  name  without  a  blush. 

hereditary 
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bereditary  freedonij  aild  firmly  united  bj  the  ohap. 
dkngers  that  ttareatened  their  country,  being  thus  ^^-^r^ 
met  in  the  field  Rutiij  suffered  neither  the  Tindic- 
tHcp^vratfa,  nor  the  whole  fcMTinidatile  power  of  • 
tbehbuse  of  Hapsbarg  to  divert  them  from  their 
puvposerbut  with  one  heart  and  mind  resolred  . 
-4*^  that  iti  this  great  enter.prtze  none  of  them 
'  would  be  guided  by  his  private  opinion ;  .that 
'none  would  forsake  his  friends  ;  but  that  tbey 
'  would  all  jointly  live  and  die  in  the  defence 

*  of  the  common  cause :  that  each  would,  in 

*  his  own  -vicinity,  promote  the  object  they  had 
''in  view,  trusting  that  the  whole  nation  would- 

*  ^he  day  have  cause  to  bless  this  friendly  unioB ; 
*that  the  Count  of  Hapsburg  should  be  de-^ 

. '  priyed  of  none  of  his  lands,  vassals,  or  prero-  - 
'  gatives ;  and  that  his  bailiffs,  their  officers  - 
'  and  attendants,  should  not  lose  one  drop  of 
'  blood :  but  that  the  freedom  tiiey  had  inhe- 
'  rited  from  their  forefathers  they  were  deter- 
'  mined  to  assert,  and  to  hand  down  to  their 
'  posterity,  untainted  and  undiminished.'  Thus 
fixt  in  their  resolve,  while,  with  tranquil  coun- 
tenances and  honest  hands,  each  beheld  and 
clasped  his  friend  ,*  while  at  this  solemn  hour 
they  were  wrapt  in  the  contemplation  that  on 
their  success  depended  the  fate  of  their  whole. 
progeny ;.  Wexner,  Walter,  and  Arnold,  held, 
up  their  hands  to  heaven,  and  in  the  name  of 
the 
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CHAP,  the  Alqiigfcty,  who  b«s  created  man.  to  an  in- 
F  ^^nabledegreceffcQedoitt,  swore,  jointly  and 
strenuously,  to  ^«aA  that  freedoBa.  The 
tVirty  heard  the  oath  with  awe,  and  with  upn 
lifted  hands,  attested  the  same  God  and  all  his 
saints,  ibat  thef  were  firmly  heni  on  offecii^ 
ufi  their  lives  for  the  defence  of  ^b>  injured 
liberty-  They  then  caUnly  agreed  on  their  fn- 
ture  proceeding^ ;  hut  for  the  present,  each  to- 
tprnedto  his  hamlet,  ohterved  proifouod  secrecy, 
and  tended  his  cattle. 

Meanwhile  Ae  progress  of  wanton  oppres- 
sion pat  a  period  to  the  Life  and  cruelties  of  to 
Bitiliff  Herman  Gesler.  Prwnpted  either  by 
restless  suspicioDj  or  by  some  intimatton  of  a 
meditated  ioBurrection,  he  resolved  to  mark' 
those  who  hofe  his  yokeyrith  most  reluctance, 
a^d  had  Kceuffse  to  an  expedient  which,  per- 
haps, had  been  practised  by  the  ancestors  of 
this  people  before  they  left  their  oorthera  seatq.'^ 
He  raised  a  bat  on  a  pole  at  Uri,  to  which  he 
commanded  all  passengers  to  pay  obeisance. 
William  TeU  o|  Burglen  ity  the  valley  of  Uri, 

"  Gkrassei,  a  Swiis  vriter,  bai  pointed  out  Boms  reKst- 
olanc^  between  various  incidents  in  Tell's  history,  and  tboaa 
of  Toco  a  Scandinavian,  whose  feats  are  recorded  by  Saxo. 
"FxB  popular  tale  of  the  apple,  which  Tell  was  ordered  to 
■lioot  at  on  the  head  of  his  in^t  sob,  is  vrbt^y  omitted  by 
MjIIw., 

son- 
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ai>ii-ia4aw  to  Walter  Furst,  a  man  in  the  fiAl   ^^^*^' 
Tigeur  of  life,  <rf  aa  uadaunted  spirit,  and  one  *-^'^"*^ 
a€  the  sworn  friends  of  liba'tj,  scorned  to  pay 
tlie  respect  Gesler  htcA  ordained  to  this  symbol 
of  hi*  usurped  authority.    An  unguarded  de- 
claration &f  his  contempt  for  this  badge  of  ser- 
vitude induced  the  bailiff  to  seize  his  person; 
and  thinking  it  unsafe,  on  account  of  the  many 
friends  and  relations  be  had  in  his  native  val- 
ley, to  detain  him  there,  he  resolved  "(contrary 
to  the  privilege  of  the  people,  which  forbade 
their  being  sent  to  fisreign  prisons)  to  convey 
him  across  the  lake.    They  had  not  navigated 
far  beyond  the  Rutli,  when  on  a  sudden  a  boiste- 
rous south  M'ind  burst  forth  from  the  inlets  of  St. 
Oothard,  and  raised  the  waves  on  the  lake  to  a 
trcmeridous  height.     The  bailiff,  justly  'alarmed 
at  his  own  danger,  ordered  Tell,  whom  he  knew 
to  be  an  expert  boatman,  to  be  freed  from  his 
fetters,   and  intrusted  with  the  helm.     They 
rowed  in  anxious  suspense  under  the  towering 
precipices  on  the  right  of  the  lake,  till  having 
approached  the  Axelberg,  Tell  steered  close  to 
a  projecting  cliff,  sprung  on  shore,  and  leaving 
the  boat  to  contend  with  the  rocks  and  ra^^g 
billows,   climbed   up  the  ^eep,  and  fled  t» 
Schwitz.   The  bailifflikewiseeRGaped  the  stormy 
and  landediat  Kusnacht  near  the  lower  extrc- 
nuty  of  the  lake;  but  Tell,  aware  of  his  own 
danger 

•       ■  DinitizetiovGopglc 


»HJ  THE  BI8T0BT  OF 

CHAP,  danger  while  such  a  foe  survived^  met  him  in  a 
iri^-v-^-i  hollow  roadj  and  shot  him  with  an  arrow.  Such 
was  the  end  of  Herman  Gesler.  He  fell  before 
the  appointed  hour  for  the  deliverance  of  the 
couDtrjj  without  any  co-operation  on  the  paii 
of  the  indig^naot  people,  but  merely  by  the  pro- 
voked resentment  of  a  free>  high-minded  indi- 
vidual. The  deed,  it  is  true,  cannot  be  justified 
on  l^;al  principles ;  and  Tell  has  more  than 
once  been  branded  with  the  opprobrious  ap- 
pellation of  conspirator  and  assassin:  but  it 
was  a  deed  similar  to  many  which  have  been 
highly  extolled  in  history :  nor  is  it  at  all  ex- 
pedient, or  necessary,  towards  a  well  regulated 
government,  that  oppression  should  have  no 
limits,  and  that  tyrants  should  have  nothing  to 
fear.  This  deed  of  William  Tell  cheered  the 
hopes,  and  animated  the  courage  of  the  sworn 
associates ;  but  many  feared  lest  the  anticipa-  . 
tion  might  rouse  the  vigilance,  and  call  fortii 
all  the  efforts  and  precautioha  of  tiie  surviving 
bailiff.  They,  however,  continued  carefully  to 
conceal  their  project :  and  thus  ended  the  year 
one  thousand  three  hundred  and  seven.t 

"*  "The  name  of  Tell,  except  at  a  meeting  of  the  commu- 
nity c^  Uri,  in  1339,  vhen  an  aid  was  voted  for  Berne,  oc- 
()ur»  no  more,  in  tlie  history  of  this  country.  He  appears 
to  have  Ktumed  to  his  house  at  Burglen,  ppoQ  the  site  of 
which  a  diapel  has  siqce  been  erected,  as  well  is  on  th?  spot 
vher« 
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Oaeofthe  confederates,  a  youth  of  Utider-  chap. 
walden,  who  wm-  paying  his  addresses  to  a  ■^^•y-mf  ' 
Boaid-servant  in  the  castle  of  RoaAerg,  was  fire-^p\^'^ 
queatly  admitted  to  oightlj  viBits  in  her  cham-    *^- 
her.""    One  of  these  viiits  he  paid  at  the  first 
hour  of  the  year  thirteen  hundred  and  eight; 
when  he  ascended  by  a  rope  to  one  of  the'win-< 
dows  ot'the  castle.     No  sooner  had  he  been  vor. 
troduced,  than  twenty  of  his, -companions,  who 
lay  concealed  in  the  mootj  were  likewise  drawn 
up,  and  entered  at  the  same  window.    These 
immediately  secured  the  keeper,  his  four  sol- 
diers, and  all  his  attendants  ;  took  possession  of 
the  gate,  mid  observed  strict  silence.     Soon 
after  daybreak,  twenty  o^r  men  of  Under- 
walden  came  to  Sarnen  with  their  usual  new- 

where  he  leaped  on  shore.  He  is  said  to  have  been  iiro\vned 
in  1354,  in  an  inundation  :  two  5ons  of  his  are  mentioned, 
Wiltiant  and  Walter.  His  male  issue  became  exliiict  in 
1684,  and  the  female  not  before  1729.  No  honours,  or  re- 
wards whatever,  were  conferred  on  him  or  his  progeny ;  nor 
■  indeed  on  any  of  tliose  who,  on  this  occasion,  freed  their 
country.  All  tlieir  de'tcendants  lived  in  obscurity;  some 
are  even  said  to  liave  died  in  hospitals.  Such  disinterested- 
ness did  their  ancestors  combine  with  so  much  heroism ! 

*■  These  visits  were  then,  and  liave  Imig  after  continued 
to  be  customary,  when  a  youth  seriously  intended  to  marry 
a  young  woman ;  and  newer  implied  the  least  suspicion  of , 
immorality,  A.  practice  not  unlike  Uiis  in  North  America, 
and  deemed  as  innocent,  has  long  been  the  subject  of  mirth 
4i)d  woader  among  more  re&ied  but  less  continent  nations. 
year's 
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CHAP,  yu'i  gift*  td  the  baiUij  which,  en  this  oc«a- 
I  sioD,  eonastcd  af 'a  largfe  mimbor  of  caWes, 
goats  aad  lunb*,  and  »huaiaace<if  poultry  aoA 
game,  ijandeabierg^  w^ona  ^y  met  od  Ina 
way  to  ehutct;^  oorameaded  their -Hberality; 
tad  ordered  then  io'  -convej  t^  presenis'to  bis 
eutie.  Beia^  arrived  afc-tbe  gate,  one  -of  them 
Urtr  a  horn,  asd  each  drew  but  a  pointed  wea- 
pon, and  fi^ed  it  oti  hte  staC  Thirty  -more  of 
the  ouiliederates  haiteoed  from  a  neighbouriD^ 
wood;  and  these  jointly  took  [raseession  of  the 
eartle,  aiid  secured  all  those  (hey  fdnnd  'within  its 
walls.  The  appointed  signal  being  now  given; 
and  instantly  repeated  from  alp  to  alp,  the 
whole  country  of  UnderwaWen  rose  in  arms. 
The  men  of  Uri  seized  on  €Jesler's  opprobrious 
tower ;  and  the  Schwitzersj  led  by  Stauffacher, 
fiew  to  the  lake  Lowerz>  and  possessed  them- 
selves of  the  castk  of  Sehwanau.  So  punctual 
and  expeditious  were  all  these  movements,  that 
the  messengers  who  reciprocally  conveyed  the 
tidings  of  the  successes,  met  near  the  middle  of 
the  lake.  Landeoberg,  aware  of  his  dftO^Fj 
endeavoured  to  escape  across  the  fields  between 
Sarnen  and  Alpenach,  but  was  overtaken  and 
seized.  He  and  all  the  keepers,  officers,  and 
soldiers  found  in  the  castles,  were  conducted 
to  the  frontiers ;  where,  afler  they  had  taken 
a  solemn  oath  never  to  retujcn  withia  the  ctin- 
fin« 
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fines  (^  the  thne  cantons,  Hxey  werQ  dismusod  char 
vithout  the  least  hurt  or  melestatioD-  The  x-^rv^ 
blind  friher  of  Melchthal,  on  this  memorable 
day,  oice  more  blessed  his  existence :  Ihe 
chaste  wife. at  Alaelen  exulted  in  the  safe  re- 
thru  ;of  her  gftllmi  hasbani.  Walter  Furat 
publielj"  diMled.  the  courage  of  hi& son-in-law; 
and  tke  wife  of  Stauffacher  Teceived  witit  joy- 
ful'fasti  vit^,  in  her  house  at  Stmnen,  all  the 
favaTe  and  tnistj  friends  who  had  accompanied 
bev  husband  to  the  Kutli  and  the  lake  Loirerz. 
fhe  consciousness  of  letumiii^  Ubertjrexhitarat- 
edeverymind;  and  yet,aniidst  all  thetumult and 
coof usiai  that  ever  attends  popular  conuoo- 
tions,  all  the  exukation  that  unavoidably  sac-* 
ceed^  the  happy  issue' of  so  hazardous  an  en- 
taprize,  it  is  well  attested  that,  in  this  inatan.ce, 
not  one  drop  of  blood  was  shed,  and  no  pro-"' 
prietor  whataver  had  to  bmentthe  losmf  either! 
a  claim,  a  privilege,  ta  a  single  inch  ofland." 
Ijandenberg  repaired  to  King  Albert ;  and  the- 
Swiss  met  ob  the  next  succeeding  Sunday,  and' 
once  more  confirmed  by  oath  their  ancient,  and 
(as  they  have  ever  fondly  named  it)  their  per- 
petual l»tgue. 

Albert  canie  early  in  the  spring  to  his  western  KbgAlbtrt 

domiuioos,  in  order  to  prepare  for  a  war  against 

Bobeoui^  and  establislied  his  court  at  Rheia- 

ielden.    He  was  accoiupankd  by  John,  the 

son 
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CHAP,  son  oif  his  late  brother  RDdol[A>'who.  seer^ 
i-^-v^  repined  at  the  injustice  of  his  uncle,  im  with-.- 
holding  from  him,  although  now  of  agie^hisi 
ftther'sshue  of  thehereditu-y domtnienaof ^. 
house  of .  Hapsbtii^.  The  kiag^unvtillin^^!  - 
yield  up  those  anj^e  territOTiesi  had  forraed. 
the  project  of  indemnifying  hii  iie|riiemr  bydu' 
grant  of  sdme  distant  provinces,  in  Saxooy, , 
which  he  was  preparing-  to  conquer.  ■  In  hSs': 
way  to  lUieinfeldea  he  visited  the  Thurgaui 
and  Argan  ;  and  at  Baden  he  isMddsirict  or-<i 
ders  that  all  communication  with  the  forest 
cantons  be  henceferth  prohibited;  and  gavie^ 
manifest  indications  of  his  determined' purpoae 
toresent  the  lateinsuh  onhtsdek^stcs.'  Duke- 
John,  abaslied  by  the  pneeence  of'Leop^d,  the- 
kill's  third  son,  who,  although' not  !'(^er  than: 
.  himself,  had  yet  been  sopie  time  in  poeaession  of 
fai|^  honoare  and exteofiive  donnuflE;.snd  sti- 
mulated by  many  of  tbt  nobility  of  Ai^u, 
who,  ■weary  of  the  stecn  seventy ,  of  Albert, 
looked  for  a  more  lenient  sovereign,  demanded 
anew,  and  with  some  importanity,>theterrite-> 
lies  his  father  had  held  during  the  life- of  King 
Rudolph.  Irritated  by  repeated  d^ak,  he. 
poured  fortli  bitter  complaints  into  the  bosoms 
of  his  confidential  and  equally  discontented 
friends,  who,  although  conscious  of  their  in^ 
ability  to  compel  redress,  yet  resolved  to  con- 
vince 
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\ince  Albert  that  tliose  who  fear  nothing  are  chap. 
always  formidable.  Duke  John  and  several  ^^rv-i^ 
nobles,  conspired  now  the  death  of  Albert. 
These  nobles  were  Walter  Bsron  of  Eschen- 
bachj  whose  estates  and  influence  extended 
frpm  the  lake  of  Zuric  to  the  Oberland ;  who 
was  related  to  all  the  principal  families  in  the 
Argau,  Thurgau  and  Rhtetia ;  but  who  owed 
his  power  and  renown  much  more,  to  his  emi- 
nent virtues  than  to  his  illustrious  birth  and 
ample  property :  Rudolph  Baron  of  Wart,  a 
consin  of  Eschenbach,  whose  castle  was  situated 
in  Kyburg :  Rudolph  de  Balm  from  Lenzburg; 
and  Conrad  de  T^erfeld,  from  the  netglibour- 
bood  of  Baden>  who'  had  superinlended  the 
education  of  the  young  injured  prince. 

On  the  first  of  May,  in  the  tenth  year  after 
he  had  triumphed  over,  and  contrived  the  death 
of  his  legitimate  sovereign  Kins;  Adolplius, 
Albert  set  out  from  the  citadel  of  Baden  iii  Iris 
vway  to  RheinfeldeUj  accompanied  by  Liiudea- 
.berg,  Everard  of  Waldsee,  on  whose  account  he 
bad  forfeited  the  afiection  of  his  Austrian  sub- 
jects., Burcard  Count  of  Hohcnbcrg  his  cousin, 
and  several  other  nobles  and  attendants.  Being 
arrived  at  the  ferry  over  the  Reuss  near  Win- 
dish,  the  king  was,  under  pretence  that  the 
boat  must  not  be  overburdened,  insensibly  led 
away  by  the  conspirators  to  some  distance  from 
his 
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CHAP:  his  retinue.  He  was  riding  leisurely  acfodg 
\^~^^  some  cornfields  bordering  on  the  hills  of  flaps- 
burg,  and  conversing  with  Walter  de  Castelen,  ' 
a  knight  whom  he  had  met  on  his  way,  when 
Duke  John,  approaching  on  a  sudden,  ex- 
claimed, '  Take  this  as  a  reward  for  thy  injus- 
•  tice,'  and  thrust  his  spear  into  the  neck  of 
Albert.  Balm  hereupon  rushed  in,  and  pierced 
his  body ;  Eschenbach  clove  his  head ;  Wart 
stood  aghast ;  and  Castelen  fled.  The  king 
streaming  with  blood  sunk  to  the  ground,  and 
Bpon  after  expired  in  the  artns  of  a  poor  wo- 
man, who  seeing  his  deplorable  condition,  has- 
tened to  his  assistance.  He  bad  before  escaped 
two  similar  conspiracies,  butthis  third,  the  con- 
trivance of  an  insulted  kinsman,"  proved  fatal. 
Hia  death  '  Duke  John  and  his  fiiends,  struck  with  a 
|!  sudden  panick,  as  if  this  had  not  been  a  preme- 

^  ditatcd  and  wilful  act,  fled  diflerent  ways,  and 

met  no  more  after  this  portentous  hour.  The 
Duke  escaping  into  the  mountains,  lay  a  few 
'  days  concea.led  at  Einsidlen,  and  lurked  some 
time  solitary  and  forlorn  in  the  adjacent  woods: 
he  then  assumed  the  habit  of  a  monk,  and  wan- 
dered into  Italy  :  King  Henry  of  Luxemburg 

*'  In  answer  to  one  of  Duke  John's  most  urgent  solicita- 
tions for  bis  inheritance,  the  king  presented  him  with  a 
chalet  of  flowers,  observing  '  that  tliis  best  became  his 
'  years.' 

4  saw 
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sowliiin  at  Pisa;"  after  which  he  disappeared,  cha». 
and  consumed  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  pro-  v^^-v^ 
foaod  obscurity :  nor  has  it  ever  been  authen- 
ticallj  disproved  that  a  blind  be^ar,  who 
-w^  seen  many  years  after  receiving  alms  at  the 
new  market  at  Vienna,  was  actually^  as  he  as- 
serted, the  son.  of  this  unfortunate  prince,  and 
grandson  to  the  great  Rudolph.  It  is  not 
'known  where,  and  how  soon  Balm  ended  his 
hapless  days.  Tegerfield  was  never  after  heard 
of.  Eschenbach  fled  with  Wart  up  the  river 
Aar  to  the  castle  of  his  uncle  at  FalckeUBtein: 
he  is  known  to  have  lived  five-and-thirty  years 
afterwards  as  a  shepherd,  in  the  country  of 
AVurtemherg,  where  he  disclosed  his  rank  short-* 
ly  before  his  death,  and  was  buried  with  the  ho-  ' 
nours  due  to  his  illustrious  birth.  The  Baroit  ' 
of  Wart,  who  had  seen,  but  no  ways  partici- 
pated in  the  bloody  deed,  was  betrayed  by 
some  of  his  relations  into  the  hands  of  the  sons 
of  Albert,  and  by  them  instantly  sentenced  to 
death.  While  with  broken  limbs  he  lay  ago- 
nizing on  a  wheel,  he  still,  with  manly  forti- 
tude, declared  himself  innocent  of  the  crime 
for  which  he  suffered.  '  And  indeed,'  he  add- 
ed, '  those  also  who  have  committed  the  deed, 

•  are  guiltless  of  a  crime :  they  have,  in  feet, 

*  destroyed  a  monster,  who,  violating  all  ties  tf 
'  honour  and  religion,  had  laid  bloody  bands 

f^Iu  the  year  J313. 

'  on 
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CHAP.  '  onhis  liege  lord  and  sovereign;  aodia  defianeci 
v^r-,-^  '  of  all  justice  and  equity,  withheld  from  his 
'  nephew  iiis  lawful  patrimony;  and  who  truly 
'  deserved  to  suffer  the  tortures  i  now  endure. 
'  May  God  take  pity  on  ine,  and  pardon  my 
'  transgressioDs  ! '  His  wife  (  a  lady  of  the  house 
of  Balm)  atler  having  in  vain  prostrated  her- 
self at  the  feet  of  Agnes,  daughter  of  Albert 
and  Queen.of  Hungary,  and  conjured  her  by 
the  mercy  she  hoped  to  find  on  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, to  take  compassion  on  the  unhappy  baron, 
attended  her  husband  to  the  place  of  execution. 
She  continued  three  days  and  three  nights  at 
the  foot  of  the  wheel,  in  constant  prayer  and 
without  sustenance,  until  he  expired :  she  then 
went  on  foot  to  Basle,  where  she  soon  after  died, 
oppressed  with  grief.  Russeling,  a  servant  of  the 
baron,  shared  in  the  &te  of  his  unhappy  master. 
Duke  Iieopold  having  collected  forces, 
marched  against  the  castle  of  Wart,  took  and 
demolished  it,  and  putto  the  sword  all  the  re- 
.tainers  of  the  baron  who  had  attempted,  to  de- 
fend it.  John,  a  brother  of  Baron  Rudolph,  al- 
.  though  he  had  been  no  ways  concerned  in  the 
-coospiracyj  was  nevertheless  despoiled  of  all  bis 
property,  and  left  to  pine  away  the  remainder 
of  a  necessitous  life,  'in  a  remote  and  wretched 
pottage,  once  the  property  of  his  forefathers. 
Farwangen,  the  principal  seat  of  the  family  of 
Balm,  surrendered  on  a  promise  of  mercy ;  but 
no 
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ho  sootiet  was  the  duke  possessed  of  it,  thaii  chap. 
he  and'  his  sister  Agnes  caused  six  and  thirty  of  ■-*'-v>-» 
the  garrison,  many  of  them  nobles,  who  all  to 
their  last  breath  called  God  to  witness  o£  their 
innocence,  to  be  dragged  to  a  neighbouring 
wood,,  and  there  beheaded  in  thar  presence. 
Mashwanden,  a  castle  of  Eschenbach,  was  taken, 
and  ks  whole  garrison  put  to  the  sword.  In 
the  midst  of  the  carnage  a  child  of- Count 
Walt**-  was  (fiscoveredby  his  moans  in  a  cradle, 
and  with  much  difficulty  saved  by  the  ferocious 
sfddiers  from  the  relehtl^s  fury  of  Queen 
Agnes,- who  was  preparing  to  butcher  it  with 
her  own  hands.  She  was  theci'  scarce  six  and 
twenty  years  of  age. 

More  than  one  thousand  men,  women,  and 
children,  having  thus,  chiefly  at  the  instance  of 
the  relentless  Agnes,  been  cruelly  slaughtered, 
this  qiieen,  jointly  with  Elizabeth  her  mother, 
founded  on  the  field  where  the  murder  had  been 
c(»fiiititted,  the  site  of  the  ancient  Vindonissa, 
a  sumptuous  monastery  for  minorites  and  nuns 
of  St.  Clara.  Its  high  altar  was  raised  on  the 
spot  on  which  ^bert  had  expired.  ITiis  foun- 
dation has  since  flourished  under  the  name  of 
the  abbey  of  Koenigsfelden.  It-  was  exempted 
{rem  all  contributions  andsecular  jurisdiction. 
The  dowager  queen,  Agnes,  and  many  other 
f  rtnce$8es  and  illustrious  dame8>  who  were  de- 
.    VOL*  I.  R  siroUs 
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CHAP,  sirous  to  ingratiate  themselves  rither  with  God, 
x^ir-y-^  or  with  the  court>  conferred  on  it  ample  en- 
dowments in  lands,  tithes,  jewels,  and  rich  gar- 
ments. Agnes,  who  from  her  infiincy  had 
shewn  a  great  aversion  to  the  splendour  and 
dissipations  of  a  court,  and  had  rehictantly  con- 
sented to  her  marriage,  fixed  her  abode  near 
this  monastery :  every  morning  she  attended 
the  celebration  of  mass,  and  all  the  aftCTOoon  she 
worked  with  her  maids  at  some  church  imple- 
ment or  decoration  :  she  observed  all  the  fasts 
and  ceremonies  with  the  most  scrupulous  punc- 
tuality, and  displayed  great  humility  and  bene* 
ficeoce  in  washing  the  feet  of  pi^ms,  and  dis- 
tributing alma  to  the  poor ;  and  yet  she  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  prevail  on  a  venerable  hermit 
in  the  neighbourhood,  to  visit  the  church  of  th& 
monaster/.  '  They,'  said  he,  *  who  ^ed  inno- 
'  cent  blood,  and  found  convents  with  the  spoils 

*  ofthevictimF,can  never  be  truly  pious.    The 

*  father  of  mercies  delights  in  benignity  and 

*  forgiveness.*  Others  have  recorded  also  of 
this  queen,  that  she  possessed  uncommon  vi- 
gour  wd  activity  of  Inind ;  but  that  her  great 
semblance  of  piety  could  not  ^ways  be  relied 
on  with  safety. 

Thus  ended  the  restless  ambition  erf  Albert  j 

which,  while  it  cost  him  the  love  of  all  his  sub^ 

jects,  and  the  confidence  of  his  contemporary 

princes^ 
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princes,  terminated  ultimately  in  his  own  un-   chap. 
timely  death,  the  ruin  of  the  only  son  of  a  ^^^rr>-^_ 
brother,  and  the  final  extirpation  of  an  iUus- 
trious  race  of  andent  barons,  and  of  many  dis- 
tinguished  vassals.    The  bold  achievement  of 
the  Swiss  meanwhile  drew  on  a  series  of  hosti- 
lities, which,  in  less  than  a  century,  brought 
about  the  intimate  union  of  all  the  states  of  . 
Helvetia  and  Rhxtia,  and  finally,  the  establish- 
ment of  their  renowned  Confederacy. 
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CHAP.  VIL 

League  of  the  four  Feresl  Cantons.^ 


F' 


r  the  first  moments  of  doubt  and  constcrna- 
^  tion  after  the  violent  death  of  Albert,  Count 
Cohms  ■  Burcard  of  Hohenberg  hastened  to  convey  Duke 
Sjbmv"  Leopold  to  the  citadel  of  Baden  :  and  Albert's 
dowager  queen,  undismayed  in  the  midst  of 
terrors,  instantly  appointed  Count  Immer  of  , 
Strasberg  and  Henry  Lord  of  Griesscnbcrg, 
both  of  whom  she  knew  to  be  popular  in  the 
country,  and  well  affected  to  her  family,  to  ad- 
minister the  western  provinces.  She  abo  took 
every  precaution  that  prudence  could  suggest  in 
order  to  insure  to  Frederick,  the  eldest  son  of 
Albert,  the  immediate  succession  to  the  vaunt 
throne.  All  the  neighbouring  cities  and  states 
saw  likewise  tlie  necessity  of  providing  for  theit 
own  security.  'Zuric  cleared  away  the  rubbish 
that  had  long  obstructed  its  gates,  which  had 
never  been  shut  for  upwards  of  thirty  years : 
the  Abbot  of  St.  Gallen  obtained  in  less  than 
one  year  eight  subsidies  from  his  people,  all 
which  he  expended  in  warlike  preparations: 

'  See  chap.  lii.noteTa. 

the 
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the  Swiss  raised  intrenchments  at  the  inlets  of  ™ap. 
their  coantry ;  and  the  Underwalders  secured  \ 
the  landing  place  near  Stanz  wkh  strong  pa£- 
cades  and  a  massy  towei:.  The  nation  thus 
guarded,  observed  with  tranquil  but  cautious 
eircumspection  all  the  momentous  occurrences 
around  them:  they  answered  the  Austrian  emis^ 
saries  who  came  to  sc^icit  thdr  aid;  *  that  they 

*  saw  no  reason  for  avenging  the  death  of  a 

*  monarch  who  had  never  done  them  any  Idnd- 

*  ness  upon  persons'  who  had  never  molested 
'  them ;  and  that  they  were  determined  to  re- 

*  mwn  at  peace  with  all  those  who  were  peace- 

*  ably  inclined  towards  them.'  Soleure  and 
Bernerenewed  the  alliance  which  had  long  sub- 
sisted between  them  j  and  the  towns  of  Argau, 
recollectitig  how  much  more  lenient  Rudolph 
and  Albert  had  been  towards  them  than  towards 
the  nobles,  swore  at  the  citadel  of  Baden  to 
support  the  house  of  Austria.  The  electors  in 
the  meanwhile  frustrated  the  hopes  of  that  as- 
piring race ;  and  at  the  recommendation  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Mentz,  raised  Henry  of  Luxem- 
burg to  the  Imperial  throne. 

The  Dukes  Frederick  and  Leoptdd  advanced 
now  towards  mount  Albis  and  invested  the 
Schnabelberg,  a  castle  of  the  Barons  of  Eschcn- 
bach.  Aware  however  that  so  near  an  approach 
might  akrm  the  city  of  Zuric,  and  anxious  lest 
thdr 
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.  CHAP,  thar  progress  should  exdte  the  jealoQsy  of  the 
•  Swiss,  who  had  always  befriended  the  barons^ 
they  resolved  to  assonie  an  appearance  of  mo* 
deration.  They  ceded  to  the  city  out  of  the 
e^tes  of  Eschenbach  a  considerable  tract  of 
land,  and  a  large  wood  on  the  river  jSil,  the  first 
territory  possessed  by  Zuric  j  whose  burghers 
on  this  occasion  shewed  less  magnanimity  than 
regard  for  thdr  own  interest.  Tlie  castle  was 
hereupon  taken  and  razed,  and  the  garrison 
inhumanly  butchered.  The  Smss  derived  a 
conadousness  of  security  from  the  countenance 
shewn  them  by  King  Henry,  who  convinced 
that  the  Austrian  baili^  in  the  cantons  had  me- 
rited their  fate,  and  well  apprized  that  at  thdr 
expulsion  the  Counts  of  Hapsburg  had  not  been 
deprived  of  dther  a  vassal,  a  revenue,  or  an' 
estate,  granted  them  the  most  ample  confirma- 
tion of  thdr  sole  dependence  on  the  empire, 
and  an  exemption  from  all  foreign  jurisdictions. 
Three  hundred  of  the  confederates  accompanied 
the  King  into  Italy ;  and  those  who  remained 
behind  drove  their  cattle  into  the  Alps. 
Aconiert  During  these  commotions,  and  the  rising 
schwitz  animosity  of  the  Austrian  princes  against  the 
leu,  owiss,  a  dispute  arose  between  this  people  and 
the  abbey  of  Einsidlen,  which  however  was  soon 
composed  through  the  mediation  of  Zuric.  A 
1311.     treaty  was  concludcd>  in  which  a  certain  num* 

ber 


ovGoogIc 


THE  HBLVBTiC  CONPEO&RACY.  a(J3 

ber  of  men  of  rank  were  named  arbitrators  for  chap. 
the  adjustment  of  all  future  differences.  The  v^-v^ 
burghers  of  Zuric  were  particularly  interested 
in  the  preservation  of  traoquiUity  in  these  parts< 
both  on  account  of  their  trade  with  Italy  over 
mount  St.  Gothard,  and  because,  since  the 
Princes  of  Ilapsbui^  had  refused  admission  to 
the  Swiss  into  Lucerne  this  peofde  had  been  ac- 
customed to  convey  their  cattle  and  the  produce 
of  their  dairies  through  Einsidlen  Co  the  mar- 
kets of  their  city.  The  canons,  on  the  other 
hand,  most  of  whom  were  men  of  birth,  held 
the  peasants  of  Schwitz  in  great  contempt ; 
while  these  reciprocally  paid  little  deference  to 
the  assumed  importance  of  the  "ecclesiastical 
dignitaries.  One  month  had  scarcely  elapsed 
unce  the  conclusion  of  the  above  treaty,  when 
two  men  of  Schwitz  went  with  their  families 
on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  miraculous  image  of  the 
^rgin  at  the  abbey.  Having  performed  their 
devotions  they  walked  in  the  neighbouring 
fidds,  and  were  accosted  by  four  of  the  canons, 
the  schooUmaster  and  the  parish  priest :  these 
entering  into  conversation  threw  out  reflections 
on  the  peasants,  ridiculed  the  coarseness  of  their 
manners,  taxed  them  with  injustice  in  the  late 
insurrection,  and  intimated  that  they  would 
now  no  longer  be  countenanced  in  their  auda- 
city, since  men  of  high  distinction  and  fnends 

of 
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CHAP,  of  the  abbey  were  hmccfortli  to  restrain  tJbdp 
>  c<mduct.  I'b^  Sdiwitzers  usweRd,  *  that  thejr 

*  had  never  ckumed,  and  oever  should  demand, 
'  wbat  was  not  their  unquestionable  right;  and 

*  that  as  to  rank,  a  freeman  was  in  every  respect 

*  equal  to  a  baron/  T^s  irritated  the  canons, 
who  drew  out  knivea  and  wounded  the  pil- 
grims :  the  women  ^irieked,  and  a  crowd  ga* 
thered,  in  which  the  two  men  found  means  to 
escape  the  fury  of  their  assailants.  This  insuk 
havingbeen  repOTted  at  Schwitz,  the  landamman 
assembled  the  people,  and  in  its  name  sent  a 
messenger  to  Einiidlen  to  declare  *  that  the 

*  treaty  had  been  impiously  vioiat^d.'  Th« 
abbot  recdved  the  notice  with  concern  and  pro^ 
mtsed  redress ;  but  the  Schwitzers,  \(dio  knew 
him  to  be  a  man  of  an  easy  temper  and.  feebia 
authority,  declared  that  they  could  hare  no  re* 
liance  on  this  promised  satisfaction  :  reflecting 
moreover  on  the  boasted  partiality  of  the  arbi- 
trators, they  added}  ^  that  as  the  monks  had 

*  wantonly  infringed  the  treaty,  they  shouki.no 

*  longer  abide  by  any  award  that  might  be  mads 

*  conformably  to  its  tenor,' 
This  treaty  contained  a  clause,  by  which 

'Cither  party  that  declined  an  arbitration  was 
held  to  pay  a  fine  of  two  hundred  marks  of 
silver.  The  Swiss  being  called  upon  to  fulfil 
this  article  peremptorily  lefused  payment,  re- 
peatedly 
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peatedly  aMeg^tig  that  they  were  no  longer  bound  cha?. 
by  die  treaty.  The  monks  hereupon  sent  their  -^^-r^if 
hostages  to  Zuric,  who,  according  to  the  prac* 
tice  of  those  times,  were  ordered  to-  live  pro- 
fusely Bt  the  cost  of  the  Cantons  until  matters 
should  be  adjusted.*  These  had  already  in- 
curred considerable  expenoes,  when  the  magis- 
trates of  the  city,  rither  unwilling  or  deeming 
themselves  unable  to  enforce  compliance,  ord«^ 
ed  them  to  depart.  The  Swiss  hereupon  ap- 
pealed to  the  Emperor,  who  was  at  that  timo 
in  Italy,  and  in  the  mean  while  continued  with* 
out  fear  or  hesitation,  though  never  unarmed, 
■  to  frequent  the  markets  at  Zuric.  The  cause 
was  pleaded  before  Everard  Baron  of  Burglen-, 
the  Imperial  commissary  in  Upper  Suabia,  who 
decided  that  the  fine  of  two  hundred  marks 
should  be  relinquished ;  but  admonished  Wer. 
ner  Stauffacher,  at  that  time  Landamman  of 
3chwitz,  and  his  community  to  pay  nine  hun* 
dred  livres  in  full  satisfaction  for  the  costs. 

Meanwhile  an  attempt  was  made  by  the 
burghers  of  Lucern,  subjects  of  Austria,  to  in-  ish. 
vade  the  canton  of  Underwalden.  They  came 
in,  a  vessel  they  had  named  the  Goose,  to  the 
tower  on  the  strand  near  Stanz,  The  centinel 
saw  their  approach',  gave  the  appointed  signal^ 
^d  rdled  a  large  mill-^tone  against  the  bark ; 

f  Sse  chap.  T.  note  22. 
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CHAP,   and  a  passage-boat  from  Uri  arriving  at  that 
i-rfTv-w  instant,  the  Lucerners  were  repulsed  with  con* 
siderable  loss. 

.  The  Swiss,  convinced  that  a  lastingpeace  can 
only  be  insured  by  striking  terror  into  the  ad- 
vcrsaries,  resolved  to  take  exemplary  vengeance 
for  the  insult  they  had  received  from  the 
haughty  monks.  They  accordingly,  in  the  night 
of  the  first  of  March,  attacked  the  abbey  on  z 
sudden,  and  so  completely  surrounded  it,  that 
no  one  could  hope  to  escape  undiscovered.  In 
the  general  consternation  struck  by  this  unex- 
pected invasion,  of  so  holy  a  sanctuary,  the  four 
canons,  the  school  master,  who  has  since  sung 
the  horrors  of  that  night,^and  the  parish  priest, 
were  seized  without  opposition,  and  conveyed 
over  the  mountains  to  the  town  of  Schwitz. 
The  abbot,  who  was  then  absent,  was  soon  ap* 
prized  of  this  daring  attempt,  and  of  the  terrors 
of  the  captive  priests,  who  dreaded  equally  the 
loss  of  life,  and  the  tortures  they  thought  them- 
selves likely  to  endure :  he,  therefore,  and  seve- 
ral of  their  powerful  friends,  sent  urgent  letters 
to  the  Swiss  to  solicit  the  enlargement  of  the 
prisoners,  signifying,  that  by  such  an  act  of  i^- 
mency,  they  would  infallibly  gain  the  respect 
and  admiration  of  all  their  neighbours.  These 
letters  were  read  to  the  community,  who  con- 
)  See  Hartman  Ann.  Einsidl. 

sen  ted 
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sented  that,  on  the  monks  paying  the  espehces  chap. 
of  their  hostages,  the  priests  shoiild  be  released.  v-r-y>^ 
^Vhethe^  owing  to  some  want  of  punctuality  in 
these  payments,  or  perhaps  on  account  of  the 
awe  that  was  struck  by  so  sudden  and  decisive 
a  blow  on  the  part  of  the  Swiss,  Zuric  appears 
at  this  tinle  to  have  been  estranged  from  that 
people,  insomuch  that  in  a  subsequent  treaty 
with  the  Dukes  of  Austria,  the  city  engaged  to 
act  offensively  even  against  the  Cantons. 

The  Imperial  throne  havine  meanwhile  be- Election  of 

\  ,  •    •  t        1       r  two  King* 

come  vacant  by  the  suspicious  death  of  Henry ,+  of  Gerau- 
a  competition  arose  between  Lewis  of  Bavaria, 
and  Frederick  of  Austria,  for  the  succession. 
Each  was  chosen  by  his  party :  and  while  the 
electors  and  all  Germanystill  hung  in  doubtful 
suspense,  the  Swiss,  bearing  in  mind  the  harsh 
treatment  they  had  experienced  from  Albert, 
openly,  and  without  hesitation,  declared  for 
Lewis.  Duke  Leopold,  incensed  at  this  defec- 
tion, vowed  vengeance  against  the  daring  op* 
posers  of  his  brother's  claim.  <  This  prince  dis- 
played through  life  a  most  aspiring  mind  and 
tenadous  arrogance  ;  and  his  passions  were  so 
vehement,  that  whenever  thwarted ,  his  ragt 

*  He  is  said,  but  upon  no  good  authority,  to  have  been 
poisoned  hy  a  Dominican  friar,  in  the  administration  of 
the  Eucharist.    He  had  been  crowned  at  Rome  in  1312. 

rendered 
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CHAP,   rendered  him  truly  ferocious  and  terrific  to 
x^^r-r^  those  who  approached  him. 
whmce  a      The  Abbot  of  EinsidlcH  and  the  Kshop  of 
the  three   CoHstance,  ^whosc  see  extended  over  the  three 
"°  *"'*'     cantons,  urged  by  their  own  resentments,  and 
encouraged  by  the  animosity  of  the  Austrian 
princes,  ventured  now  to  excommunicate  the 
Swiss;   and  the    abbot,  moreover,   obtained 
1515.     ag^nst  them  the  imperial  interdict.    Hie  Arch- 
bishop of  Mentz,  however,  the  metropolitan  of 
Constance,  repealed  the  escommunication ;  and 
King  Lewis,  reprobating  the  austere  severity  trf 
the  Austrian    dukes,  revoked  the  interdict, 
Duke  Leopold  upon  this  resolved  to  invade  the 
cantons,  confident  that  their  reduction  would 
be  the  mere  sport  of  a  day.     It  is  well  attested 
that  he.  repeatedly  declared,  *  he  would  trample 
*  the  audacious  rustics  under  his  feet ;'  and  that 
he  had  procured  a  large  stock  of  cordage  for 
the  purpose  of  binding  their  chiefs,  and  putting 
them  to  death.     Few  princes  have  been  aware 
of  the  irresistible,  and  almost  miraculous  powers 
of  a  free-minded  people,  when  it  feels  the  iron 
rod  of  oppression :  and  Leopold  was  particu- 
larly accustomed  to  ridicule  the  aukwardness 
of  the  alpine  shepherds  in  the  martial  exercises. 
The  neighbouring  states,  however,  conscious 
that  should  these  cantons  be  pnce  overpowered, 
their  own  safety  would  be  exposed  to  imminent 
danger, 
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danger,  took  the  alarm,  and  endeavoured  by 
persuasions  and  entreaties  to  divert  the  duke  ■■ 
from  his  intended  expedition :  but  their'  at- 
tempts were  vain  ;  the  terms  he  ofiered  to  the 
Cantons  being  such  that  they  could  not  accede 
to  them,  without  at  once  renouncing  their  ho- 
nour and  independence.  They  answered  to  his 
injunctions,  *  that  it  was  they  who  were  in  fact 

*  the  party  injured :  that  if  the  duke  was  deter- 

*  mined  to  invade  them,  they  would,  unawed» 

*  and  firmly  relying  on  the  protection  of  the 

*  Almighty,  await  his  coming,  and  do  their  ut- 

*  most  to  repel  his  unmerited  attadc'  Ihtly 
experience  evinces  how  ruinous  pusillanimity  is 
to  every  state  that  aims  at  independence  :  and 

'hence  it  is  easy  to  conclude  what  woul,d  have 
been  the  fate  of  this  small  pec^le,  had  they,  in 
this  hour  of  imminent  danger,  preferred  a  tame 
submission  to  the  firm  though  hazardous  pur- 
pose of  asserting  their  liberty. 

The  nuptials  of  King  Frederick  with  Isabella 
of  Ajagop,and  of  Duke  Leopold  with  Cathe- 
rine of  Savoy,  having  been  celebrated  with  great 
pomp  and  festivity  at  Basle,  the  duke  repaired 
to  Soleure,  on  whose  burghers  he  prevailed  to 
acknowledge  the  election  of  his  brother ;  and 
thence  came  to  the  citadel  of  Baden,  where  he 
held  a  council. of  war,  in  which  he  announced 
the  foUowing  plan  for  the  intended  invasion. 
*In 
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*  In  order  to  bring  the  war  aganst  the  refractory 
)  *  cantons  to  a  speedy  and  happy  conclusion,  it 

*  will  behove  us  to  attack  them  at  once  in  vari- 

*  ous  quarters.    Should  they  perceive  our  pur- 

*  pose,  their  union,  on  which  they  so  confidently 
'  rely,  will  he  at  once  dissdved ;  and  they  will 

*  hence  be  able  to  offer  but  a  feeble  resistance 

*  to  our  combined  assaults :  should  they,  on  the 

*  other  hand,  not  be  apprized  of  our  intentions, 

*  we  shall  in  that  case  take  some  by  surprize, 

*  defeat  others,  seize  on  many,  and  surround 
'  them  all ;  and  thus  infidlibly  extirpate  thd 

*  whole  nation.'  Three  separate  att^is  were 
accordingly  prepared :  commanders  were  ap- 
pointed to  each ;  and  the  star  of  Austria  ap> 
pearing  at  this  time  propitious,  the  troops 
marched  forth  to  their  various  destinations;. 
Otho  the  younger  Count  of  Strasberg,  at  this 
time  imperial  Prefect  in  Oberhasli,  advanced 
with  four  thousand  men  through  the  Obenand 
to  the  frontiers  of  Underwalden :  his  progress 
was  greatly  &ci)itated  by  the  friendship  that 
had  long  subsisted  between  Duke  Leopold  and 
Count  Peter  of  Gniyeres,  and  by  the  inveterate 
feuds  that  perpetually  divide  the  nobles  and  the 
people.  Upwards  of  one  thousand  men  as^ 
sembled  at  Lucern,  who,  under  the  command 
of  the  Austrian  bailiffs  of  that  district,  prepared 
to  invade  Underwalden  on  the  side  of  the  lake. 

The 
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The  duke  himself  conducted  the  mun  army  chap.  ' 
in  two  columns  towards  Zug.  A  numerous  \.^'~r-^- 
body  of  heavy  cavalry,  which,  although  the 
cumbersome  weight  of  their  armour  was  UL 
adapted  for  the  services  here  required  of  them, 
was  yet  con^dered  as  the  flower  of  the  Austrian 
army,  led  the  van.  The  duke  was  joined  by  all 
the  andent  nobility  of  Hapsburg,  Lenzburgand 
Kyburg,  among  whom  were  numbered  the 
Marshal  de  Hallwyl,  long  and  zealously  attached . 
to  Duke  Leopold,  Landenberg,  and  the  kinsmen 
of  Gesler,  still  glowing  with  vindictive  rage ;  se- 
veral of  the  fionstetteus,  who  being  possessed 
of  con^derable  estates  on  the  lake  Egeri,  were 
well  acquainted  with  the  inlets  of  the  cantons ; 
Count  Henry  Montfort  of  Tettnang,  who  either 
ham  the  pride  of  rank  or  an  ardent  zeal  to 
signalize  himself  in  the  service  of  the  duke,  pro- 
£;ssed  an  inveterate  enmity  against  the  Swiss  ; 
the  Counts  of  Thun  and  Lauffenburg,  emulous 
to  excel  each  other  in  their  first  deeds  of  arms  ; 
the  Count  of  Tockenburg,  who  came  reluc- 
tantly, but  yielded  to  the  dictates  of  gratitude; 
the  duke  having  lately  conferred  on  him  the 
administration  of  Claris  and  the  Gaster;  and 
even  Werner  de  Homberg,  a  valiant  chief,  who 
hoped  by  his  services  to  merit  the  reversion  of 
the  county  of  Rapperswyl.  At  Zug  all  the  nobles 
who  from  a  rooted  aversion  to  the  burghers 

were  / 
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CHAP,  were  hostile  to  independence,  flocked  to  the 
o>-v-w  ducal  standard ;  and  many  also  came  who  en* 
gaged  ID  the  war  rather  from  motives  of  self 
pre«rvation  than  of  hatred  to  the  cantons.. 
Hfty  hurghers  of  Zuric,  all  clad  alike,  came 
conformably  to  the  treaty ;  and  the  Baroni  of 
Urikon  led  on  the  sulijects  of  Einsidlen  under 
the  sacred  banner  of  the  abbey. 
Bud*  of  The  Swiss  meanwhile  felt  no  dismay.  The 
entrenchments  that  guarded  the  northern  inlets 
oS  their  country  extended  from  the  road  to  Zug 
to  that  which  led  to  Einsidlen,  and  were  termi- 
nated at  each  end  by  a  strong  tower.^  The 
people  prepared  to  obey  the  first  aommons. 
Four  hundred  men)  from  Uri  and  three  hun< 
dred  from  TJnderw^den  landed  at  firuDen,and 
marched  up  the  meadow  to  the  town  of  Schwita. 
Here  lived  Rudolph  Reding  de  Kherek,  an  e». 
'  perienced  veteran,  who  thcoigb  now  feeble  in 
body  was  yet  so  full  of  mental  vigour  and  saga* 
city,  that  the  people  had  been  long  accustomed 
to  consider  his  opinion  as  decisive.    'Above  ail 

*  things,'  said  he,  *  make  yourselves  masters  of 

*  the  conduct  of  the  war,  so  that  it  may  -always 

*  be  at  your  option  and  never  at  t^at  of  the 

*  enemy,  when,  where,  and  how  to  risk  an  ac- 

'  I  The  Schotcn  and  die  Red  Tover,  whicb  are  t^  wt- 
tan^  as  welLu  some  traces  of  the  entreqclww.    . 

tion. 
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*  tion.    This  object  you  will  obt^  by  taking   chap. 
'  an  advantageous  post  t  you,  who  are  by  far  >.^V**' 

*  the  fewest  in  number,  must  so  contrive  that 

*  their  greater  extent  o£  line  may  not  avail  the 

*  enemy ;  and  hence  must  you  also  cautiously 

*  abstain  from  exposing  your  slender  force  ex- 

*  cept  at  a  decisive  moment,  and  never  without 

*  some  manifest  advantage.     The  duke  you 

*  may  be  assured  will  not  chuse  the  pass  at  Art  ;* 

*  a  high  mountain  on  one  side,  and  the  lake 

*  on  the  other,  being  insurmountable  impedi- 

*  ments  to  the  movements  of  an  army :  the  road 
'  through  the  wood  and  along  the  side  of  the 

*  lake  Egeri  is  indeed  equally  difficult ;  but  the 

*  pass  is  far  shorter,  and  will  hence  infallibly 

*  have  his  preference :  here  all  will  dq>end  on 

*  the  proper  use  you  shall  make  of  a  favourable 
'  instant.    The  heights  above  Morgarten  you 

*  know  form  a  natural  bulwark  ;  above  which 
'the  old  lawn'  spreading  in  an  even  plain 

*  reaches  the  mountain  Sattel :  this  mountain 

*  afibrds  opportunities  for  various  advantageous 

*  At  the  head  of  the  lake  of  Zug. 

'  Mt  M>'ltc  is  still  its  proper  name.  Baron  de  ZurUu- 
ben  has  of  late  examined  this  memorable  spot  with  great  , 
historicalt  topographical,  and  military  accuracy ;  and 
pointed  out  the  changes  it  appears  to  have  undergone 
since  this  battle,  by  alluvions,  inundations,  and  other  irre* 
gular  operations  of  nature. 

VOL.  J.    '  s  *  operations. 
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CHAP.  '  operations.    A  sudden  attack  may  be  madf 
v«i'v>-'  *  across  the  lawn ;  you  may  thence  fall  upon 

*  the  flank  of  the  approaching  enemy  f  you  may 

*  break  their  cidumn ;  and  if  hr  advanced  into 

*  the  valley,  annoy  their  rear :  confin^  as  they 
'  will  be  in  the  narrow  pass  you  may  molest 

*  them  various  ways ;  you  may  break  their 

*  ranks  and  impede  all  their  evoluticms.    The 

*  contempt  your  foe  entertains  of  your  skill  in 

*  war  will  facilitate  all  your  manoeuvres  j  and 

*  a  defcDHve  war  b  best  carried  on  by  those 

*  who  are  wdl  acqudnted  with  the  nature  of 

*  the  country.'  Reding  having  thus  discharged 
his  duty  to  his  country,  the  people  thanked  him, 
and  devoutly  kneeling  prayed  to  God,  their 
scAe  monarch,  and  now  their  only  refuge,  to 
bless  their  efforts  in  defence  of  the  rights  he  had 
ccMiferred.  They  then  marched  forth,  thirteen. 
hundred  in  number,  and  took  post  on  mount 
Sattd. 

,  In  the  preceding  times  of  Actions  animosities, 
when  private  dissentions  were  scarce  ever  com- 
posed without  numerous  proscriptions,  £fty 
men  who  had  rendered  themselves  obaoxious 
to  the  magistracy  had  been  banished  from  the 
canton  of  Schwitz.  These  having  heard  of  the 
danger  that  threatened  the  liberties  of  their 
country,  came  to  the  frontiers,  and  requested 
that  they  might  be  allowed  to  join  the  coafe- 
'  '  derates 
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derates  on  mount  Sattel,  and  prove  by  their  chap. 
exertions  that,  although  driven  from  their  na-  t»*-v-i-> 
tive  seats,  they  were  not  however  unworthy  of 
their  ancestors.  The  magistrates  deeming  it' 
unwise  to  deviate  from  an  established  rule  be- 
cause a  danger  was  impending,  refused  to  admit 
the  e:!:iles  within  their  confines.  Thus  rejected, 
the  fifty  men  nevertheless  resolved  to  expose 
thdr  lives  in  the  cause  of  their  country,  and 

■posted  themselves  on  an  eminence  above  Mor- 
gartcn  beyond  the  frontiers  of  the  canton. 

The  fifteenth  of  October  of  the  year  thirteen 
hundred  and  fifteen  dawned.  The  sun  darted 
its  first  rays  on  the  shields  and  armour  of  the 
advancing  host :  their  spears  and  helmets  glist- 
ened irom  afar ;  and  this  bang  the  first  army 

-ever  known  to  have  attempted  the  frontiers  of 
the  cantons,  the  Swiss  viewed  its  long  protract- 
ed line  with  various  emotions.  Montfort  d^ 
Tettnang  led  the  cavalry  into  the  narrow  pass, 
and  soon  filled  the  whole  space  between  the 
mountain  and  the  lake.  The  fifty  exiles  on  the 
eminence  raised  a  sudden  shout,  and  rolled 

'  down  heaps  of  stones  and  fragments  of  rocks 

'  among  the  crowded  ranks.  The  confederates 
on  the  mountain  perceiving  tlie  impression 
made  by  this  attack,  rushed  down  full  speed, 

-  but  in  close  array,  and  fell  upon  the  flank  of 

the  disordered  column.  With  massy  dubs  they 

s  2  '  "  dashed 
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CHAP,  dashed  in  pieces  the  armour  of  the  enemy ;  and 
.  \,0'~r^  with  long  pikes  they  dealt  out  blows  and  thrusts 
wherever  opportunities  offered.  Here  fell  Ru- 
dolph of  Hapsburg  Lauffenburg,  three  Barons 
of  Bonstetten,  two  Hallwyls,  three  Urikons^ 
and  four  of  the  house  of  Tockenburg :  two 
Geslers  were  likewise  found  among  the  slain  ; 
and  the  vindictive  Landenberg  met  his  doom 
from  the  hands  of  those  he  had  long  wantonly 
oppressed.  The  Confederates  lost  a  son,  or 
cousin  of  Walter  Furst  of  Uri,  the  Lord  of  Be- 
Foldingen,  and  the  aged  Baron  of  Hospital, 
whom  his  son  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  dis- 
suade from  engaging  in  the  perilous  contest. 
.  The  narrowness  of  the  defile  admitted  of  no 
evolutions ;  and  a  slight  frost  having  injured 
the  road,  the  horses  were  impeded  in  all  their 
motions  :  many  leaped  from  this  unusual  con- 
flict into  the  lake  ;  all  were  starded  ;  and  at 
length  the  whole  column  gave  way  and  fell 
suddenly  back  on  the  infantry,  which  had  al- 
ready advanced  into  the  pass :  these  saw  the 
'  precipitate  retreat  before  they  could  learn  its 
cause }  and  as  the  nature  of  the  country  did  not 
allow  them  to  open  their  files,  they  wpre  run 
-over  by  the  fugitivesjandmany  of  them  trampled 
to  death  by  the  horses.  A  general  rout  now*' 
ensued :  the  Swiss  pursued  and  continued  the 
slaughter :  all  the  fifty  auxiliaries  from  Zuric 
'    .  •   .         ■  fell 


THE  HELVETIC  CONFEDERACV.  277 

fell  on  the  post  that  had  been  assigned  them  }  chap, 
and  Leopold  was  with  much  difficulty  rescued  k^r-v^, 
from  the  carnage  by  a  peasant,  who  knowing 
the  bye-paths  in  the  mountains  led  him  to  Win- 
terthur;  where  the  historian  of  the  times  *  saw 
him  arrive  in  the  evening  pale,  sullen  and  dis- 
mayed. Thus  did  the  Confederates  in  less  than 
three  hours,  without  much  loss,  but  by  skilfully 
availing  themselves  of  the  imprudence  pf  their 
enemy,  and  by  their  own  timely  arid  vigorous 
exertions,  gain  at  once  a  complete  and  decisive 
victory. 

Strasbere,  of  whose  approach  and  numbers  sinsbertr 

,      __     ,     °    ,  ,        ,      ,  .       ,  deftatoi 

the  Underwalders  had  not  as  yet  received  any 
intelligence,  came  the  same  day  unawares  over 
jnount  Brunig,  and  descended  with  four  thou*  ' 
.  sand  men  through  Sarnen  to  the  bay  of  Alp- 
nach  on  the  lake,  where  near  Burgen  a  body  o£ 
men  from  Lucern.were  at  the  same  time  endea* 
vouring  to  effect  a  landing.  The  Underwalders 
of  the  upper  district  sent  a  speedy  messenger  to 
Stantz  to  demand  assistance  against  Strasberg, 
but  he  was  met  by  another  runner  who  came 
from  thence  to  summon  the  men  of  Sarnen  to 
assist  in  repelling  the  attack  near  Burgen.  Each 
moiety  of  the  people,  thus  powerfully  assailed, 
found  means  however  to  retard  the  progress 

*  John  of  Winterthut. 
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CKAf.  of  the  invaders,  while  an  express  hastened  to 
•.rf^v-^  Schwitz  to  recall  their  three  hundred  country- 
men who  had  joined  the  main  body  of  the  con- 
federates. This  messenger  on  landing  at  Brun- 
nen  saw  the  conquerors  of  Morgarteir,  who  soon 
after  the  hour  of  nine  having  no  longer  any 
enemy  to  contend  with  had  returned  to  Schwitz, 
where  they  had  been  received  with  joyful  ac- 
.  clamations,  and  were  now  feasting  with  convi- 
vial gaiety.  The  Underwalders  having  heard, 
the  summons  immediately  embarked.  The 
Schwitzers  and  Urners  declared  their  purpose 
of  joining  in  the  expedition;  but  the  three  hun- 
dred, emulous  perhaps  to  achieve  unaided  the 
deliverance  of  their  country,  <kclined  the  offer, 
alleging  that  their  magistrates  had  not  sum- 
moned the  whole  Confederacy.  One  hundred 
Schwitzers  however  persisted,  and  were  toge- 
ther with  the  Underwalders  soon  transported 
across  the  lake.  They  landed  at  Buchs,  and 
imme(Kately  fell  upon  the  men  from  Lucem, 
who  yielding  to  the  impetuosity  of  the  attack, 
fled  with  such  precipitation  that  many  of  them 
perished  in  the  lake  in  attempting  to  gain  their 
barks.  The  victorious  troop  now  advanced  to 
Kerns,  where  it  was  joined  by  those  who  had 
hitherto  resisted  Strasberg ;  and  hence  jointly 
exulting  in  the  previous  successes  of  the  day, 
they  rushed  down  towards  Alpnach,  where  the 
.enemy 
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eDCiny  had  taken  an  advantageous  post.  Expe<  chap. 
rieoced  generals  have  asserted  that  in  a  defeat  >. 
the  eyes  and  ears  are  usually  the  first  that  yield: 
and  this  remark  received  an  ample  confirmatioii 
in  the  present  instance ;  for  no  sooner  had  Stras- 
berg  perceived  the  triumphant  banner  which  he 
believed  at  Schwitz,  and  heard  the  shouts  of  the 
approaching  bands,  than  doubting  no  longer 
the  fate  of  Leopold's  army,  and  convinced  of 
the  only  option  that  was  now  left  him,  he  or- 
dered an  immediate  retreat^  to  favour  which, 
he  with  a  few  select  warriors  stood  to  receive 
the  first  onset  of  the  assailants :  a  vround  how-  . 
ever  in  the  left  hand  soon  disabled  him,  and  his 
people  being  all  routed  fled  precipitately  over 
the  mountains  to  Lucern.  The  Swiss  in  this  as 
well  as  in  most  of  their  wars  were  generaUy  the 
weakest  in  number;  but  the  numbers  of  armies 
were  then,  as  they  are  at  present,  usually  either 
exaggerated  or  diminished  according  to  the  oc- 
casional inducements  of  fear  or  adulation,  decep- 
tion or  extenuation  ;  whence  Sallust,  a  writer 
whom  few  have  equalled  as  an  historian,  thought 
proper  to  omit  these  numbers  in  his  greater 
history  of  Rome.  Neither  ought  any  inference 
to  be  derived  from  the  report  of  the  slain  in 
battle  ; '  since  the  magnitude  of  a  victory  ought 
much  rather  to  be  estimated  by  the  importance 

of 
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CHAP,   of  its  consequences,  than  by  the  carnage  it  may* 

v^«-^^  have  occasioned. 

This  memorable  day  was  not  yet  dosed, 
when  three  hundred  Schwitzers,  and  four  hun^ 
dred  men  of  Uri,  landed  in  Underwalden; 
and  hearing  of  the  repeated  successes  of  thdr 
confederates,  joined  them  in  mutual  congratu* 
lations.  The  fifty  exiles  were  restored  to  thor 
country  and  privileges.  The  Swiss  now  agreed 
to  consecrate  this  anniversary  as  a  solemn  festi- 
val ;  *  the  God  of  Hosts  having  on  this  day 
'  visited  his  people,  and  given  them  the  victory 
'  over  their  enemies.'  They  even  to  our  days 
celebrated  annual  masses  for  the  souls  of  those 
I  who  fell  in  the  glorious  conflict :  still,  on  these 
occasions,  they  recited  to  the  people  the  names 
and  heroic  deeds  of  those  generous  champions 
of  their  liberties  -,  and  still  did  the  three  cantons 
I  commemorate  those  splendid  times,  by  holding 
their  public  assemblies  in  the  field  Rutli :  the 
Underwalders  of  the  upper  district  stUl  met  on 
the  hill  on  which  Landenberg  formerly  resided ; 
and  with  the  same  laudable  spirit  of  patriotic 
emulation  have  thdr  youths,  on  a  late  day  o( 
great  festivity,'  amidst  a  concourse  of  their  ap- 

«  In  or  since  the  year  1776.  So  incurious  are  the  inha- 
bitants of  these  remote  parts,  that  even  the  more  imporr 
tant  events  of  one  valley  are  often  unnoticed  in  the  ad- 
joining ones. 

plauding 
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plaudtng  parents  and  countrymen,  rehearsed,   qhap. 
on  the  very  spots,  in  the  same  habits,  and  with  ^Jl^i^ 
the  peculiar  usages  of  the  times  in  which  they 
were  achieved,  all  the  eminent  deeds  to  which 
they  owed  their  darling  independence. 

After  these  signal  successes,  the  news  ofThtCon^ 
which  King  Lewis  received  with  joy  and  admi-  B«rei 
ration,  the  three  cantons  held  a  meeting,  and 
once  more  renewed  and  confirmed  their  ancient 
and  venerable '°  league,  by  virtue  of  which  all 
the  confederates,  however  divided  bymoun- 
tabs,  lakes,  or  torrents,  were  ever  after  to  be 
considered  as  one  people  firmly  united,  and  at 
all  times  ready  for  the  defence  of  their  well- 
earned  liberty,  They  again  stipulated  ;  *  that 
^  all  vassals  should  continue  faithful  to  their 

*  lords,  unless  the  lords  should  wrongfully  mo^ 

*  lest  the  cantons,  in  which  case  defection  would 

*  become  a  duty ;  that  none  of  the  confederates, 

*  either  as  individuals,,  or  as  subordinate  com- 

*  munities,  should  put  themselves  under   the; 

*  protection  of,  or  accede  to  any  treaty  or  nego- 
^  elation  with  foreign  princes  or  states,  without 

'  *  the  previous  consent  of  the  whole  body :  that    , 

*  no  one  banished  for  murder  be  restored  with-, , 

"  Hencefonb  mast  the  solemn  ApfeiiMioafierpetual,  ever 
!Lnnexed  to  the  confederacy,  be  omitted ;  of  the  eiiithet 
venerable,  here  substitutedt  no  new-fangled  doctrine  wilt 
surely  ever  deprive  this  union. 

*  out 
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*  out  a  like  general  assent :  and  lastly,  that  they, 
.  *  and  their  posterity  for  ever,  should  be  firmly 

*  bound b7theo2thnowtaken,to^d  and  protecC 

*  each  other  at  all  times,'  in  all  places  and  etner- 

*  gencies,  with  their  lives  and  property,  against 

*  all  who  should  either  actually  violate,  or  merely 

*  attempt  to  injure  any  of  ihc  confederates, 

*  either  singly  or  collectively.'," 

This  groundwork  of  the  Helvetic  union, 
founded  on  justice,  the  greatest  pride  of  nations, 
and  peace,  the  first  of  earthly  blessings,  was  (Hs- 
tinguished  from  all  other  political  institutions 
by  its  extreme  simplicity  and  inoflensive  ten- 
dency. Pure,  holy,  and  permanent,  as  the  ties 
which  united  the  patriarchs  in  the  golden  age 
of  the  earlier  generations,  this  league  has  conti- 
nued through  nearly  five  centuries,  among  a 
variety  of  obstructive  efforts,  and  with  few  oc- 
casional amendments,  the  great  outline  of  all 
modern  free  constitutions.  Its  superior  excel> 
lence  was  solemnly  acknowledged  in  this  cen- 
tury," when  the  three  cantons  once  more  with, 
grateful  hearts,  but  alas!  for  the  last  time,  con- 
firmed it  on  the  same  consecrated  spot,  where 
it  had  been  first  sanctioned.  Such  was  its  dis- 
tinctive superiority,  that  all  subsequent  cooi- 

"  All  that  was  besides  contained  in  the  league  of  1291 
(p.  221),  was  here, moreover,  confirmed. 
•^  Anno  1713. 

pacts. 
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pacts  among  the  Helvetic  states  were  found  less  chap. 
adequate,  in  proportion  as  they  deviated  from  v^-v*^ 
this  approved  standard.  .  Perfect  harmony  was 
the  basis  of  this  union  ;  and  it  was  this  unani- 
mity which  in  many  perilous  instances  has  ena- 
bled the  thirteen  cantons  and  their  alUes'to  co- 
operate with  as  much  celerity  and  vigour  as  if 
their  joint  decrees  had  been  the  resolves  of  a 
single  individual.  This  fcederal  union,  the 
source  of  peace  and  justice  (and  it  is  the  m^n- 
tenance  of  peace  and  justice,  and  not  any  par- 
ticular form  of  government,  that  constitutes 
true  freedom,)  this  dose  covenant  has  for  ages 
been  the  sole  tie  that  has  cemented  all  the  Hel- 
vetic and  Rhxtian  tribes  into  one  invulnerai^ 
body :  it  was  their  law,  their  monarch ;  evea 
as  in  the  times  of  the  Judges,  Israel  had  no  king 
but  the  great  God  who  had  delivered  them 
from  bondage.'^ 

The  wars  in  those  days  seldom  called  forth,  Temiin- 
.as  they  do  at  present,  the  whole  collectivcforce  War. 
of  a  nation :  they  were  rather  partial  feuds, 
carried  on  by  neighbouring  lords  or  commu- 
nities in  opposite  interests,  and  terminated  by 
a  few  encounters,  in  the  success  of  which  mere 
chance  and  bodily  strength  had  often  a  greater 
share  than  skilful  conduct.    The  future  tran- 

'3  Accordinglj-,  as  sooa  as  this  tie  «w  duiolyed,  the 
fabric  cnimbled, 

quiUity 
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(MAP.  quUlity  of  the  Swiss  therefore  depeniied  more 
I  on  the  state  of  the  contiguous  provinces,  than 
on  the  will  of  a  vindictive  deapot.  That  state 
happened  at  this  period  to  favour  their  inter- 
ests ;  for  though  the  Gaster,  to  which  Albere 
had  united  the  lower  district  of  Claris,  bar- 
boured  an  habitual  enmity  against  the  Swiss, 
who  had  probably  at  times,  in  the  cause  (rf 
some  allies,  infested  their  frontiers;  and  though 
Cuke  Leopold  had  greatly  added  to  his  autho- 
rity in  Glaris  by  the  acquisition  of  all  the  higher 
oflices,  and  ever.>of  the  stewardship,  till  then 
held  by  the  house  of  Tschudy ;  yet  the  Swiss 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  former,  whom 
the  habits  of  traffic  had  estranged  from  arms ; 
itnd  the  latter  (the  men  of  Claris)  were^  from 
s  similitude  of-customs,$ituation,  and  character ;, 
t^ways  better  inclined  to  their  neighbours  in 
the  Alps  than  to  the  house  of  Austria.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  duke'a  friend,  Strarfierg^ 
lost  30  much  of  his  influence  in  the  Qberlaod, 
that  he  was  at  length  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  aKenating  even  the  hereditary  seat  from 
which  he  derived  his  name. 

King  l*ewis  now  repeatedly  confirmed  the  K^ 
herties  of  the  cantons,'*  and  apptnnted  the 
Baron  of  Weissenburg  Imperial  Prefect  over 

'•  At  a  camp  at  Meri<Jen,  March  .29,  1316  i  again  at 
Como  in  l3'J7i  and,  as  Emperor,  at  Paviain  J328. 

the 
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the  valley  of  HasU;  and  the  town  ofTKun,  chap. 
having,  moreover,  of  its  own  independent  au-  ^,^X^i»# 
thority,  concluded  a  treaty  with  Underwalden, 
the  duke  perceived  that  any  attempt  from  the 
side  of  Intetlachen,  where  his  bailiff  were  in 
force,  would  be  impracticable:  finding  also 
that  the  Swiss  were  as  regardless  of  conquest 
as  they  were  un  willing  to  bear  a  yoke,  he  agreed  1318. 
to  a  truce  for  one  year,  during  which  all  causei 
of  complaint  were  to  lay  dormant.  A  free  in- 
tercourse with  all  the  neighbouring  countries  - 
was  hereupon  restored )  but  the  intrenchments 
at  the  frontiers  were  not  neglected  j  for  even 
now  no  confederate  could  with  safety  venture 
beyond  the  field  of  Morgarten. .  The  monks  of 
£insidlen  also  retained  their  animosity  against 
the  cantons,  which  they  frequently  vented  by 
letters  of  excommunication:  but  the  duke  de- 
clared, that  any  rough  treatment  the  bearers  of 
those  letters  might  meet  with  in  the  Swiss  val- 
leys, should  not  be  construed  into  a  breach  of  the 
truce.  This  truce  being  expired,  it  was  renew- 
ed for  six  years  longer. 

Meanwhile  King  Frederick  having  been  made  Tiio  sw;« 
prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Muhldorf,  bis  brother  Lswii. 
Leopold,  exasperated  at  the  mischance,  vowed 
vengeance  against  the  prosperous  competitor. 
King  Lewis  called  upon  the  Swiss  for  their  as- 
sistance J  and  they  readily  engaged  '  to  serve 

»thc       . 
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CHAP.  *  the  empire  with  as  much  zeal  as  thetr  forC' 
■L.^  I_f  *  fathers  had  done  before  them  as  long  as  the 
'  empire  should  protect  them/  The  people  of 
Glarb  refused  the  aid  the  duke  dumed  from 
them;  and  remonstrating  that  he  had  infringed 
their  privileges  by  appointing  strangers  instead 
of  natives  to  thur  chief  ma^stracy,  they  with- 
out hesitation  entered  into  a  triennial  league 
with  Schwitz.  This  war  however  was  not  of 
long  continuance,  the  same  asperity  of  temper 
which  had  prompted  Leopold  to  the  cruel  ven- 
geance he  had  taken  for  his  Other's  death,  having 
now,  amidst  the  calamities  that  befel  his  house, 
gradually  impaired  his  health,  and  at  last  put  a 
period  to  his  Ufe.    His  next  brother,  Albert^ 

189S.  renewed  the  truce  with  the  Swiss ;  many  of 
whom,  soon  after,  accompanied  King  Lewis  on 
his  expedition  to  Rome. 

Although  surrounded  on  most  sides  by  the 
dominions  of  Austria,  and  bordering  on  several 
valleys  in  Italy,which  had  adopted  theGuelphian 
party,  this  people  nevertheless,  with  the  same 
firmness  which  had  of  late  insured  them  their 
independence,  strenuously  espoused  the  cause 
of  Lewis  against  the  pontiff.    This  drew  upon 

1328.    them  the  papal  excommunication ;  which  l>eing 

announced  in  the  cantons,  the  people  asked  the 

priests,  '  whether  they  would  continue  to  read 

*  the  service  and  sing  the  litany  as  usuali  or  else 

•  submit 
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*  submit  to  immediate  esUe  ?'  The  Pope  on  chah 
being  told  that  the  priests  had  preferred  the  v-^v^^ 
former  option,  acknowledged  that,  though  con- 
trary to  the  canons,  they  had  undoubtedly  made 
the  wisest  choice.  The  Si«S3  accompanied  by 
two  hundred  Zurichers  marched  now  under 
the  banner  of  Uri,  up  the  narrow  dell  leading 
to  mount  St.  Gothard:  they  crossed  the  Devil's 
bridge,  and  the  sequestered  but  smiling  vale  of 
Urseren  ;  and  having  passed  by  the  adjacent 
Bources  of  the  Reuss  and  Ticino,  they  descend- 
ed into  Italy,  where  they  met  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Liventine  valley,  sent  by  Azzo  Visconti 
of  Milan  to  their  assistance.  Urseren  had  been 
granted  by  an  Emperor  to  the  Abbot  of  Disen- 
tis ;  but  its  inhabitants  claimed  various  ancient 
privileges,  by  which  they  were  exempted  from 
all  participation  in  the  wars  of  their  neighbours, 
and  authorized  at  all  times  to  allow  a  free  pas- 
sage to  every  traveller  of  any  nation  or  party 
whatever.  So  necessary  was  this  absolute  se- 
curity, that  without  it  this  people  would  soon 
have  been  incapacitated  from  prosecuting  the 
arduous  toils  which  alone  can  preserve  the  pass 
over  tlus  stupendous  mountain. 

The  Italian  valleys  bordering  on  Upper  Riuetia  nm  Er|>e- 
were  at  this  time  subject  to  the  rival  cities  of  tu  sU'h 
Como  and  Milan.    After  the  great  wars  which '""  '  '' 
preceded  the  dowjifal  of  the   Roman  empire, 
these 
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CHAP,  these  districts  (like  Athens  and  Sparta  after  tlitf 
wv-o^  Persian  war)  became  the  seats  of  various  confe- 
deracies, dfstractcd  by  continual  factions,  and 
the  prey  of  incessant  tumults.  The  Guclphs 
and  Ghibelins,  the  senate  and  the  people,  thtf 
ancient  nobility,  and  partial  associations  undeif 
bold  and  artful  leaders,  prev^ed  alternately, 
and  kept  the  devotjed  country  in  constant  strife 
and  agitation.  Amohg  the  principal  leaders 
were  the  Torres  and  Viscontb  at  Milan,  th^ 
Vitanis  and  RusconJs  at  Coino,and  many  others, 
whose  histories,  were  they  related  in  the  im-t 
pressive  language  of  the  ancient  writers,  would 
fully  evince  that  men  existed  at  this  period  no 
ways  inferior  to  the  most  celebrated  characten 
of  Greece  in  aeuteness,  valour,  and  political 
energy.  Chiavenna  belonged  to  Comoj  but 
the  chiefs  of  Milan  had  wrested  from  this  emu- 
lous city  the  possession  of  the  Valteline :  Bor- 
tnic),  near  the  source  of  the  Adda,  had  been 
eurrcndered  by  Como  to  the  see  of  Coire  i  the 
Rusconis  and  Viscontis  prevailed  alternately  at 
Luganoj  and  in  the  straits  of  Bellinzona  :  the 
Liventinc  valley  was  dependant  on  the  chaptef 
.  of  Milan  ;  and  its  inhabitants*  either  from  habt- 
tuii. rapacity,  or  still  remembering  some  former 
unsuccessful  contest  with  their  neighbours  in 
tlie  mountains,  molested  the  travellers,  and  de- 
tained all  the  goods  that  came  within  their 
reach. 
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reach.  Tlus  it  was  that  induced  the  imperial  chap. 
prefect  in  the  vale  of  Urscren  to  call  upon  the  ■^-.-v^*.' 
Swiss  for  assistance,  and  determined  Uri  to 
summon  the  commercial  city  of  Zuric  to  co- 
operate in  restoring  the  security  of  the  passt 
They  met ,  with  no  resistance  either  at  Airolo, 
at  Quinto  the  old  tower  of  the  Lombard  kings, 
or  at  Faido  the  principal  township  in  the  valley) 
but  no  sooner  was  the  banner  sees  at  Giornicpj 
than  the  Lord  Franchino  Rusconi  hastened  from 
Como  and  impeded  their  further  progress.  All 
Italy  was  at  tliis.  time  struck  with  a  panic  at  the 
sudden  and  unaccountable  invasion  of  John  King 
of  Bohemia;  and  this  soon  facilitated  an  accom- 
modation^  John  Baron  of  Attinghausen,  Lan- 
damman  of  Uri,  concluded  a  treaty  at  Como,  in 
which  the  Rusconis  guaranteed  the  security  of 
the  pass. 

The  whole  of  the  Oberland  had  during  theTh«Un- 

I  .  ,  ,.  1  .         1  ■  •  derwalden 

iate  cpmmotions  been  distracted  by  the  ammo-  march  in 
lities  of  two  rival  parties.  The  revived  house  hwU. 
of  Kyburg  s^ill  retained  the  greatest  power  in 
this  province,  on  the  lake  of  Thun,  and  in  the 
Uchtland,  and  Upper  Argau.  This  rich  inheft< 
tance  had  now  devolved  to  two  minors  H^rt- 
man  and  £verard,  the  latter  of  whom  being 
destined  for  the  church,  was  sent  to  prosecute 
his  studies  at  Bdogna;  but  his  allowance  being 
irregularly  remitted,  he  returned  preciplutely 
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CHAP,  and  laid  claim  to  his  patrimony.  Hk  mother 
the  Countess  Elizi^Mth,  Count  Hartman  his 
brother^  and  the  other  relations  of  the  house, 
who  alt  entertained  a  mean  opinion  of  Everard's 
understanding,  treated  his  pretensions  with  de- 
rision and  his  person  with  marked  neglect. 
Hartman  caused  him  to  be  seized  one  night  as 
they  lay  in  bed  together,  and  to  be  conveyed 
to  a  neighbouring  castle.  The  captive  Eyerard 
was  now  compelled  to  yield  to  an  award  of 
Duke  Leopold  of  Austria,  in  which  his  interest 
had  been  notoriously  sacrificed.  At  a  numerous 
assemUy  of  the  nobles  at  Thun  to  celebrate 
this,  as  it  was  called,  most  ha]^  reconciliation 
hctween  the  two  brethren,  Hartman  uttered 
such  taunting  sarcasms  against  has  injured 
brother,  that  many  of  the  vassals,  who  still 
loved,  and  could  not  but  pity  the  unhappy 
youth,  drew  their  swords;  whereupon  a  firay 
ensued,  in  which  Hartman  was  killed.  Count 
Everard  immediately  ordered  the  gates  of  the 
castle  to  be  shut ;  and  conscious  of  his  danger^ 
sent  an  ofG^  to  Berne,  that  if  they  would  ad- 
rait  him  a  co-burgher  of  thdr  city,  he  would 
make  over  to  them  certun  of  his  estates,*^  and 
the  paramount  sovereignty  over  Thun.  The  ' 
Berners  accepted  the  offer,  inarched  to  Thun, 

'i  Heimberf,  Sigt^vyl,  GriesUsberg. 
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and  received  the  oath  of  allegiance  of  the  inha-  cHAt. 
bitants ;  but  they  were  disappointed  in  their  .^-v^ 
hopes  that  Evcrard  would  die  without,  issue, 
and  that  they  might  ultimately  succeed  to  a 
still  greater  share  of  his  'dominions :  he  mar* 
ried,  and  had  four  sons,  who  all  survived  him. 
He  rrigned  upwards  of  forty  years,  during 
which  he  displayed  much  wisdom  and  for^tude. 
The  disasters  that  befel  King  Frederick,  and 
the  excommunication  of  his  rival  Lewis,  having 
filled  the  minds  of  the  people  with  doubts  and 
^prehensions,  the  principal  cities  of  Upper  Ger- 
many'^ joined  with  the  Swiss  cantons  in  a  ge- 
neral covenant  for  the  preservation  of  pubhc 
tranquillity.  Berne  and  Count  Everard  became 
parties  in  the  league ;  but  although  they  still 
ostensibly  disphyed  a  mutual  kindness,  the  har- 
mony between  them  was  however  by  no  means 
cordial,  the  latter  beating  with  impatience  the 
superiority  the  city  chose  to  arrogate.  After 
the  death  of  Duke  I.eopold,  who  was  related  to 
this  line  of  the  house  of  Kyburg,  Count  Everard 
fcnipkd  no  longer  to  enter  into  a  close  alliance 
with  the  Svriss  cantons.  He  insured  them  a 
free  passage  over  mount  Brunig ;  and  they,  on 

■^  Mentc,  Worms,  Spire,  Strasburfr,  Constance,  Lindau, 
together  with  the  Helvetic  cities  of  Btult,  Zuric,  Bcrm,  and 
fo&tffv,  anno  1327.   On  the  renewal  of  this  league  in  13S!9, 
A«  SwUs  and  Count  Ererard  took  so  pan  in  it. 
.  T  3  the 
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fHAp.  the  Other  hand,  guaranteed  all  hia  territories, 
^^'-^-^  and  admitted  him  to  a  far  greater  share  in  their 
domestic  concerns  than  becomes  a  free  people 
ever  to  ^ow  to.  a  sovereign  prince.  They  au- 
thorized him,  in  case  of  any  disputes  among 
themselves,  to  assist  in  reducing  those  who 
might  be  refractory  to  the  decision  of  the  nra- 
jority.  The  count  not  long  after  encamped 
with  the  Berners  before  the  castle  «£  the  Baron 
of  Diessenberg,  who  had  annoyed  the  Baron 
Senn  of  Musingen  their  co-burgher;  but  not 
thinking  that  due  deference  was  paid  to  his 
rank  by  the  free-n^inded  dtizens,  he  abruptly 
quitted  the  camp,  gave  up  all  his  connections 
.with  the  Berners,  repaired-  to  Friburg,  and  be- 
came a  burgher  of  that  city.  Other  lords,  espe- 
cially those  of  Weissenburg  and  Gestelen,  and 
the  Count  of  Gruyeres,  three  of  the  most  pow* 
erful  nobles  in  the  Oberland,  bore  :dso  impa- 
tiently  the  restr^nt  they  experienced  from  the 
rising  power  of  Bernei  and  Uke  Everard  of  Ky- 
burg  became  inimical  to  ihe  city. 

These  animosities  soon  broke  out  into  actual 
hostilities  between  Berne  and  John  Baron  of 
Weissenburg,  Prefect  of  HaslL  The  latter,  in 
■  order  to  provide  the  means  of  carrying  on  the 
war  with  vigour,  had,  in  the  name  of  the  em- 
pire, laid  an  additional  tax  on  the  people  of  that 
valley,  against  which  they,,  being  unwilling  to 
bear 
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bear  the  oppressive  innovation,  appealed  to  their  chap. 
neighbours  of  Underwalden.  A  plan  was  im- -•j»-¥-»-» 
mediately  concerted  between  them  to  compel. 
Redress :  a  day  was  appoiflted  on  which  the 
men  of  Hasli  were  to  advance  along  the  n-estern 
borders  of,  the  lake  ofBrienz,  whilst  the  Under- 
waldera  promised  to  descend  into  the  valley  of 
-  Habcheren,  and  meet  them  at  Interlacheo ;  from 
whence  they  proposed  jointly  to  attack  the 
neighbouring  castle  of  Uspunen,  the  diief  resi- 
dence of  Weissenburg.  The  men  from  Hasli, 
fiill  of  ardour  and  impatience,  arrived  near  the 
castle  before  the  appointed  hour,  and  not  wholly 
unexpected,  and  were  easily  defeated  by  the 
baron:  eighteen  of  them  were  killed,  fifty  taken 
and  confined  in  the  castle,  and  the  remainder 
returned  greatly  dismayed  into  their  valley. 
The  Underwalders  approached  soon  after ;  but 
seeing  the  fatal  issue  of  the  projected  expedition, 
apd  unwilling  to  engage  in  open  war  with  the 
Imperial  Prefect,  they  quiedy  returned  to  their 
mountains.  After  the  fifty  prisoners  had  been 
detained  upwards  of  two  years  at  Uspunen,  the 
Landamman  of  Hasli  sent  to  the  burghers  of  - 
Berne,  to  conjure  them.  In  the  name  of  their 
well  known  magnuiimity,  and  the  friendship 
that  had  long  subsisted  between  the  two  people, 
to  aid  bis  country  in  its  present  emergency;  pro*  ^ 
veaaag  that,  if  effectually  relieved,  bis  people 
would 

DinitizetiovGoOglc 


ap4  THE  HISTORY  OF 

CHAP,  would  admit  none  but  the  dty  of  Berne  to  the 
w'v-i^  office  of  prefect  over  their  valley.    Berne  soon 
found  a  plauuble  pretence,  and  marched  against 
Uspunen  :  the  castle  was  surrendered  ;  the  pri- 
soners released;  and  the  count  accepted  fcH'the 
prefecture  of  Hasli  the  sum  he  had  pud  for  it 
to  the  Emperor.    It  was  stipulated  that  the  cri- 
minal jurisdiction  in  thb  valley  should  stilt  be 
admimstered  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor,  and 
that  the  people  should  continue  to  pay  him  an 
annual  retribution;  but  that  they  should  in  all 
hostile  attacks  espouse  the  cause  of  Berne.    The 
barouj  having  felt  the  impression  of  the  arms  of 
Berne,  willingly   became  a  co-burgher ;   and 
henceforth,  with  all  his  castles  and  depehdenoes, 
participated  In  the  fortunes  of  that  city.    To 
conquer  by  generosity  appeared  to  its  rulers 
the  surest  road,  to  aggrandizement. 
L.icern  »4.     Two  ycaTs  after  the  expedition  into  Italy, 
the  confe.  and  beforc  the  year  of  the  unsuccessful  attempt 
of  the  Underwalders  in  favour-  of  the  people  of 
Hasli  bad  expired,  were  the  three- 8wiss  cantons 
induced  to  admit  a  fourth  into  their  confede- 
racy.   The  descendants  of  King  Rudo^h  had 
'  now  so  totally  forsaken  the  maxims  by  whidi 
that  mondrch  had  prpspeved,  that  they  seemed 
on  all  occasions  inclined  to  pursue  a  conduct 
diametrically  opposite  to  that  .which  usually  «l- 
dcars  a  sovereign  to  his  people^    Tlie  jnen  of 
Luccrn 


THS  HELVETIC  CONFEDERACY.  fi95 

Lucern  and  Ghris,  waving  their  unquestionable  chap. 
privilege  of  never  marching  beyond  the  con6nes  > 
of  thdr  countries!  had  enj^ged  in  the  late  wars  . 
of  the  dukes  of  Austria  against  the  King  of  the 
Germans :  they  signalized  their  zeal  and  proweSs 
on  ,repeatcd  occasions ;  and  yet  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  a  peace»  the  dukes  neglected  to  pay 
them  thd;*  stipulated  subsidies.  'These  wars, 
which  no  ways  concerned  them,  had  been  par- 
ticularly detrimental  to  the  merchants,  manu- 
facturers, and  all  other  descriptions  of  the  people 
of  Lucern:  their  commerce,  particularly  into 
Italy,  was  impeded ;  they  were  compelled  to 
extend  and.  raise  their  walls,  and  fortify  their 
towers  i  and  the  flower  of  their  youth  were  re- 
peatedly sacrificed  to  the  ambitious  designs  of 
the  nqiacious  dukes.  The  deputies  they  occa- 
donally  sent  to  request  the  conErmation  of 
thar  charters,  or  to  demand  redrew,  being  for 
the  most  part  nobles,  or  Austrian  vassals,  were 
more  solicitous  to  ingratiate  themselves  with 
the  sovere^s  than  to  benefit  the  dty.  These 
and  various  other  depressing  drcumstances 
had  now  greatly  indisposed  the  minds  bf  th^ 
burghers,  when  a  mandate  came  from  court 
rq>roving  them  for  having  reduced  the  coin  of 
Zoffingen''  to  Us  standard  value  j  commanding 

■>  A  town  in  the  Ar^u>  dependant  on  die  houie  of 
Hapibnrg. 

them 
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cHA?.  them  to  rcGtore  it  to  its  former  rate  ;  and,  M 
'  the  ezigendes  of  the  times  required  coneider- 
aUe  supplies,  ordering  an  increase  of  their  an* 
nuiil  contribution. 

'I'he  burghers,  unacciistomed  to  such  peredip-' 
tory  edicts,  met  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  and 
lamented  the  downfil  of  their  ancient  and  once 
prosperous  state.  After  much  deliberation,  they 
at  length  agreed  to  apply  to  the  5wbs  canton* 
for  a  cessation  of  arms.  They  dewned  it  un- 
necessary to  af^y  to  the  dukes  f6r  thdr  con- 
currence in  this  measure,  being  well  apprized, 
that  among  the  rights  the  ancestors  of  these 
despots  had  purchased  from  the  abbey  of  Mur- 
bach,  there  were  none  which  authorized  its  ad- 
vocates to  compel  the  peo[Je  of  Lucern  to  ruin- 
ous wars,  and  to  extort  from  them  exorbitarit 
contributions.  The  Swiss,  impressed  with  the 
equity  of  these  motives,  readily  agreed  to  a 
twenty  years  armistice.  This  bold  step  on  the 
part  of  the  burghers  alarmed  the  nobles,  the 
constant  <^posers  of  all  independence  except 
their  o\trn,  and  induced  them  to  collect  forces 
from  the  Argau ;  and  to  endeavour,  under  pre- 
tence of  certain  feudal  services,  to  introduce 
them  into  the  city,  and  there  to  seize  on  the 
most  obnoxious  among  the  butchers.  The 
Baron  of  Ranishwag  Castellain  of  Rotenburg,'* 

■'  A  town  and  castle  not  above  five  miles  from  Lucem. 

asseifibled 
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usembled  three  hundred  horsemen,  and  led  chap. 
them  in  the  night  uadcr  the  walb  of  the  city :  smity-^ 
but  the  burgheis,  aware  of  the  reaentmont  they 
had  provoked  by  their  late  daring  act,  guarded 
their  gates,  and-whoi-the  troop  prexnted  itself^ 
suffered  only  the  baron-and  a  fewof  Iub  attend- 
ants to  alter.  Ramshwag,  senng  that  w>  meant 
ware  left  him  but  choie  of  remonstraace,  ^nd 
that  the  minority  in  fevour  of  the  late  tnice 
aiDounted'iie^^Iy  to  unanimity,  withdrew-^  Md 
tod  uiit  vfMi  him  ajl  those  vhor  eidier  diought 
themselves  unsafe  within  the  city,  «  *Ko  wiA- 
ed  t6  display  their  unbounded-tfeU  for  the  Au- 
strian interdst;  Tht  citizens  eoon.  after  held  a  , 
general  assembly ;'  and  reacJved^  in-  ord^  to  sf- 
cure  td  themselves  and  their  posterity  the  rights 
they  hbd  never  forfeited,  to  demand  admisHon 
into  the  leaigue  of  theSvfiss  confederates:  these 
held  a  itteeting<;  and  in  the  tWenty-fifth  year 
aft^r  th^  had  themsblv^  boldly  asse^ed  their 
indej^ndence^tliey,  without  fear  or  hesitadon, 
admttcel  Lucern  into  their  unioti  as  a  fourth  i3S2, 
canton. 

Ndtber  of  the  contracting  parties  lost  sight 
in  this  important  transaction  of  die  most  rigid 
dictates  of  jnstice  ;  they  confirmed  all  the  pri- 
vileges, jurisdictionsi  and  feudal  prerogatives,  ■'^' 
of  the  house  of  Austria^  The  inunicijial  go- 
vernment of  Lucem  continued  as  before  to 
,        ,      be 
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CHAP,  be  admtniatered  by  a  council  conusting  solely 
>  of  burgfacn,  numy  of  whom  were  nobles.    It 
was  also  agreed,  *  that  no  one  as  a  confederate 

*  be  ever  fovoured,  or  any  ways  exonerated,  in 

*  judidal  prosecutions :  that  e^wry  individual 
'  be  without  exception  amcDtble  to  the  magis- 

*  tnte  o£  bJa  district :  that  if  In  dther  of  the 

*  cantons  a  man  shouhl  be  found  guilty  of  a 

*  c^tal  crime,  official  notice  thereof  be  given 

*  to  the  other  cantons  j  and  that  ^ouhl  the  con< 

*  Vict  csctpe;  none  of  the  ccmfederates  should 

*  afford  bun  either  shdter  or  sustenw^ :  that 

*  if  (humui  nature  beang  frail)  a  tnisuDda^tand* 

*  Ing  should  ever  arise  between  the  three  Swiss 
■*  canteens,  Lutein  should,  if  it  could  not  prevail 
'by^iendly  eiq>ofituUUon,  slde.with  the  two 
/  thaX  shall  be  unanimous  :  that  should  any 
'  foreign  or  domestic  foe  ever  disturb  the  peace 
f  of  dther  off  the  four  Cantons,  so,  as  t9  induce 
■f.  itb  chief  magistrate  to  declare  thi^  the  iuter* 

*  veDtt<»t.Qf,  the  other. cantons  was  become  ue- 

*  ccssary,c3ll  the  confodcratea  should  j(H&tly  as- 
'  sist  in  procuring  redress,  each  exerting  his  ut- 
''  most  efibrts,  hazarding  his  life  and  property, 

*  and  dc&ayiug  all  the  expences  he  may  incur  in 
■'  defending  the  common  cause;  and  that  should 
,'  any  coniederate  violate  this  sacred  union,  he 

'  shall  be  ever  after  considered  as  an  outcast  and 
f'  a  traitor.'  .•■  < 

•  The 
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The  duke'i  vasnls  in  the  vidnity  of  Luceni   chap. 
havmg  publicly  aTowedthdr  enmity  against  the  w-v^. 
whole  body  o£  coniiKlentes,  compdled  by  re.**""* 
peated  .depredations  the  po^lc  of  Lucem  tofp^ 
confine  themselves  whc^y  witMn  their  waUsj     isl- 
and even  to  forego  the  prt^ta  of  thdr  bnds  in 
the  adjacent  country.    Irritated  by  these  losses 
and  vexaitioDS,  the  burghers  resolved  to  retaliate 
by  invading  the  Argau.   'IlieC^ellainof.Ra* 
tenburg,  who  was  soon  ^prized  of  this  intent 
(for  civil  wars  have  ever  abounded  in  traitors), 
cdUected  a  force  and  watched  their  motions: 
he  observed  their  disorderiy  march  ahmg  the 
ReQSs,  tnd  over  theheights  towards  the  lake  o£ 
Zug,  and  suddenly  filing  upon  them  slew  all 
ihost  wlio  had  strayed  from  the  banner ;  but 
two  hundred  Schwitzers,  yrho  came  down  the 
hke  to  share  in  the  intended  predatory  wu, 
hairing  rdwhed  them  it  thi^  instant,  tliey  jointly 
took^tmple  vengeanceon  the^enemy,  prosecuted 
the  expedition,  and  trained  the  rcdreu  they 
had  resolved  to  compel.        . 

:    Thb  nobles  hereupon  fin'iined  a  cma^racy  for  a  coupi- 
destroying  in  one  night  all  the  friends  of  the  ^^ 
confederacy,  and  turrendering  the  dty  to  the 
officers  of  the  dukes.    The  consfnratorsmet  in 
the  night  of  the  festival  of  St.  Peter  and  Fsntl,'« 
in  a  remote  arcade  near  the  lake.    A  boy  acd- 

■  '♦J1UW29.  - 
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cthtfj  dentatlj  overbeard  aU  that  passed  at  this  as* 
i  sBikifaiy:  he  mx  d&xomttd  j  hat  thdse  Wood' 
thirsty  bicn».wfao  w«re  preparing  tb  murder 
'  tbbxnuids,  could  not  prevail  upon  themsdves 
to'  SKrifice  this  youtfc  to  their  aora  saistj  ^ 
they  evttromitted  to  secore  fahn,  andtootented 
diemielres  \0ith  tdldhghts  oath  that,  ke  would: 
lult^'spcak  to  anjT' of . their  adverswies.  No 
sedA^  tukl  he  eac^sd  from  their  bands,  than 
he  Ade  printely  into  the  club-room,  of  the 
butchen,'  where  some  of  them,  were  metat  pby  f 
and,  .addressing  hiaself  to  the  stoTe,  related 
wher?  and  £or  what  purpose  a  number  of  armed 
men  were:  at:  that  instant  assembled,  andass^n< 
ed  the^reasori  w^y  he  did  not  divulge  the  mattcK 
tD  any:  livii^  person.  The  butchet's  feasteoed 
«y  apprise 'the.  ma^tntes  of  the  cthispitacyj 
9nd  the  whQle,ci£y  was. instantly  in  afni8.t  I'M 
ktuiBrq,  sftdng  their  pliln  dcfsated,  ehdeayoured 
tO'imaccaliJiemidveB}  butsenndof  ifaemwere 
scot^Bttcdi by: their 'Hrea(k>nB,.or  by  the;badge 
of  a  red  sleeve,  by  which  they  had '  agreed  to 
. '  difttftgiu^  tfaemseivasj'  They- were'  coaducfed 
'.,  toi'pnsoti^.and  messengers- were  immediatdy 
dispatched  across  .the  lake,  who  brot^t  three 
bundled  Confederates' from  the  valleys^  with 
whose  judt.the  tranquillity  of  the  city  was'  efiec- 
tually  reared.  The  administratioii  of  public 
afiairS}  which  till  then  liad  chiefly  centred  in  a 
few 
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few  patrician  families,  was  now  trausfetred  to  chap. 
a  grand  council  of  three  hundred  respective  <^-y^ 
burghers ;  but  .the  power  of  levying  taxes,  of 
ordering  pubHctyxirchases  or  alienaticms,  of  mak- 
ing war  or  peace,  and  of  forming  alfiances^  was 
■vested  in  the  community  at  large.  Bythewise 
and  humane  interpodtion  of  the  three  conie- 
derate  cantons,  not  one  of  the  conspirators  was 
put  to  death,  nor  even  legally  deprived  of  his 
franchise,  or  excluded  from  the  pubHc  offices 
of  the  city.  Gratitude  as  well  as  fear  might 
have  softened  their  disappointed  rage,  were  not 
wealth  more  frequently  comMned  with  insa- 
tiable ambition  than  with  true  generoMty.  • 

A  war  with  Rhaetia,  whose  nobles,  instigated  Propm 
no  doubt  by  the  friend's  of  Austria,  had  com-  ituiy. 
mitted  frequent  depredations  on  the  frontiers 
of  the  cantons,  led  the  banner  of  Uri  into  the 
vale  of  Urseren,  where  it  met  the  men  of  Di- 
sentis ;  who,  in  defiance  of  the  avowed  privi- 
leges of  the  people  of  that  valley  not  to  inter- 
fere in  ndghbouring  contests,  had  been  sent  to 
shat  the  pass  against  the  Swiss.  The  forces  of 
the  abbot  were  defeated,  and  their  leader  was 
taken  prisoner:  whereupon  Franchino  Rusconi, 
who  had  recently  usurped  the  supremacy  at 
Como,  granted  to  the  people  of  Urseren,  and 
of  the  four  cantons,  an  absolute  exemption 
from 
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CHAP.  *  oahis  liege  lord  and  sovereign;  and  in  defiance 
'of  all  justice  and  equity,  withheld  from  hu 
'  nephew  ^is  lawful  patrimony ;  and  who  truly 
'  deserved  to  sufier  the  tortures  I  now  endure. 
'  May  God  take  pity  on  me,  and  pardon  my 
'  transgresGions  \ '  His  wife  (  a  lady  of  the  house 
of  Balm)  after  having  in  vain  prostrated  her- 
self at  the  feet  of  Agnes,  daughter  of  Albert 
and  Queen.of  Hungary,  and  conjured  her  by 
the  mercy  she  hoped  to  find  on  the  day  of  j.udg- 
inent,  to  take  compassion  on  the  unhappy  baroa, 
attended  her  husband  to  the  place  of  execution. 
She  continued  three  days  and  three  nights  at 
the  foot  of  the  wheetj  in  constant  prayer  and 
without  sustenance,  until  he  expired :  she  then 
w  cnt  on  foot  to  Basle,  where  she  soon  after  died, 
oppressed  with  grief.  Russeling,  a  servant  of  the 
baron,  shared  in  the  fate  of  his  unhappy  master. 
Duke  Leopold  having  collected  forces, 
marched  against  the  castle  of  Wart,  took  and 
'demolished  it,  and  putto  the  sword  all  the  re- 
.tainers  of  the  baron  who  had  attempted.to  de- 
fend it.  John,  a  brother  of  Baron  Rudolph,  al- 
.  tiiough  he  had  been  no  ways  concerned  in  the 
•coD3piracy>wa8  nevertheless  despoiled  of  all  his 
property,  and  left  to  pine  away  the  remainder 
of  a  necessitous  life,  'in  a  remote  and  wretched 
fiottage,  once  the  property  of  his  forefathers. 
Farwangen,  the  principal  seat  of  the  family  of 
Balm,  surrendered  on  a  promise  of  mercy ;  but 
no 
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ho  soo&ef  waa  the  duke  possessed  of  it,  than  chap. 
he  and' his  sister  Agnes  caused  six  and  thirty  of  v 
the  garrison,'  many  of  them  nobles,  who  all  to 
thdr  last  breath  called  God  to  witness  o£  their 
innocence,  to  be  dragged  to  a  neighbouring 
wood,  and  there  beheaded  in  their  presence. 

-  Maahwanden,  a  castle  of  Eschenbach,  was  taken, 
and  its  whole  garrison  put  to  the  sword.  In 
the  midst  of  the  carnage  a  child  of- Count 
Walter  was  discovered  by  his  moans  in  a  cradle, 
and  with  much  difficulty  saved  by  the  ferocious 
sddlers  from  the  releridoss  fury  of  Queen 
Agnes,- who  was  preparing  to  -butcher  it  with 
her  own  hands.  She  was  then  scarce  six  and 
twenty  years  of  age. 

More  than  one  thousand  men,  women,  and 
children,  having  thus,  chiefly  at  the  instance  of 
the  relentless  Agnes,  been  crudly  slaughtered, 
this  queen,  jointly  with  Elizabeth  her  mother, 
founded  on  the  field  where  the  murder  had  been 
committed,  the  site  of  the  ancient  Vindonissa, 
a  sumptuous  monastery  for  minorites  and  nuns 
of  St.  Clara.  Its  high  altar  was  raised  on  the 
spot  on  which  Albert  had  expired.    I'his  foun- 

-  dation  has  since  flourished  upder  the  name  of 
the  abbey  of  Koenigsfelden.  It- was  exempted 
from  all  contributions  and  secular  jurisdiction. 
The  dowager  queen,  Agnes,  and  mwy  other 
princesses  and  illustrious  dames,  who  were  de- 
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CHAP,  arous  to  Ingratiate  themselves  eitber  with  God, 
^^r\^^  or  with  the  court,  conferred  on  it  amjde  en- 
dowments in  lands,  tithes,  jewels,  and  rich  gar-- 
roents.  Agnes,  who  from  her  infancy  had 
shewn  a  great  aversion  to  the  splendour  and 
dissipations  of  a  court,  and  had  reluctantly  con- 
sented to  her  marriage,  fixed  her  abode  near 
this  monastery :  every  morning  she  attended 
the  celebration  of  mass,  and  all  the  afternoon  she 
worked  with  her  maids  at  some  church  imple- 
ment or  decoration  :  she  observed  all  the  fasts 
and  ceremonies  with  the  most  scrupulous  punc- 
tuality, and  displayed  great  humiUty  and  bene- 
ficence in  washing  the  feet  of  pilgruns,  and  dis- 
tributing alms  to  the  poor  ;  and  yet  she  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  prevail  on  a  venerable  hermit 
in  the  ndghbourhood,  to  visit  the  church  of  the 
monastery.     *  They,'  said  he,  *  who  ^ed  inno- 

*  cent  blood,  and  found  convents  with  the  spoils 

*  ofthevietimfjcan  never  be  truly  pious.    The. 

*  father  of  mercies  delights  in  benignity  and 

*  forgiveness.'  Others '  have  recorded  also  of 
this  queen,  that  she  possessed  uncommon  vi- 
gour 5nd  activity  of  tnind }  but  that  her  great 
semblance  of  piety  coul4  not  ^ways  be  relied 
on  with  safety. 

Thus  ended  the  restless  ambition  crf^  Albert ; 

which,  while  it  cost  him  the  love  c^  all  his  sub^ 

jects,  and  the  confidence  of  his  contemporary 

princes^ 
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princes,  termmatcd  ultimately  in  his  own  un-   chap. 
timely  death,  the  ruin  of  the  only  son  of  a  v-rv-^ 
brother,  and  the  final  extirpation  of  an  illus- 
trious race  of  andent  barons,  and  of  many  dis- 
tingubhed  vassals.    The  bold  achievement  of 
,  the  Swiss  meanwhile  drew  on  a  series  of  hosti- 
lities, which,  in  less  than  a  century,  brought 
about  the  intimate  union  of  all  the  states  of  . 
Helvetia  and  Rhxtla,  and  finally  the  establish- 
ment of  their  renowned  Confederacy. 


CHAP. 
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League  of  the  four  Forest  Cantons.^ 

r  the  first  moments  of  doubt  and  constema- 
^  tion  after  the  violent  death  of  Albert,  Count 
Corat.  Burcard  of  Hohenberg  hastened  to  convey  Duke 
A^n\  °  Leopold  to  the  citadel  of  Baden  :  and  Albert's 
dowager  queen,  undismayed  in  the  midst  of 
terrors,  instantly  appointed  Count  Immer  of 
Strasberg  and  Henry  Lord  of  Griesscnberg, 
both  of  whom  she  knew  to  be  popular  in  the 
country,  and  well  affected  to  her  family,  to  ad- 
minister the  western  provinces.  She  also  took 
every  precaution  that  prudence  could  suggest  in 
order  to  insure  to  Frederick,  the  eldest  son  of 
Albert,  the  immediate  succession  to  the  vaant 
throne.  All  the  neighbouring  cities  and  states 
saw  likewise  the  necessity  of  providing  for  their 
own  security.  'Zuric  cleared  away  the  rubbish 
that  had  long  obstructed  its  gates,  which  had 
never  been  shut  for  upwards  of  thirty  years : 
the  Abbot  of  St.  Gallen  obtained  in  less  than 
one  year  eight  subsidies  from  his  people,  all 
which  he  expended  in  warlike  preparations: 

'  See  chap.  iii.  note  75. 


-at.:,S:,G(">OgIC 


THE  HELVETIC  CONFEDERACY.  a6j 

the  Swiss  raised  intrenchments  at  the  inkts  of  chap. 
their  country  $  and  the  Underwalders  secured  > 
the  landing  place  near  Stanz  wkh  strong  pafi- 
sade9  and  a  massy  tower.  The  natkm  thus 
gQarded,  observed  with  tranquil  but  cautious 
circumspection  all  the  momentous  occurrences 
around  them:  they  answered  the  Austrian  emis* 
flaries  who  came  to  sc^cit  th«r  aid;  '  that  they 

*  saw  no  reason  for  avenging  the  death  of  a 

*  monarch  who  had  never  done  them  any  Idnd- 

*  ncss  upon  persons^  who  had  never  molested 

*  them  ;  and  that  they  were  determined  to  re- 

*  main  at  peace  with  all  those  who  were  peace- 

*  ably  inclined  towards  them.'  Soleure  and 
Berne  renewed  the  alliance  which  had  long  sub- 
sisted between  them  ;  and  the  towns  of  Argau, 
fecollectihg  how  miich  more  lenient  Rudolph 
and  Albert  had  been  towards  them  than  towards 
the  nobles,  s*ore  at  the  citadel  of  Baden  to 
support  the  house  of  Austria.  The  electors  in 
the  meanwhile  frustrated  the  hopes  of  that  as- 
piring race  j  and  at  the  recommendation  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Mentz,  raised  Henry  of  Luxem- 
burg to  the  Imperial  throne. 

The  Dukes  Frederick  and  Leoptdd  advanced 
now  towards  mount  Albis  and  invested  the 
Schnabelberg,  a  castle  of  the.  Barons  of  Eschen- 
bach.  Aware  however  that  so  near  an  approach 
might  alarm  the  city  of  Zuric,  and  anxious  lest 
their 
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,  CHAP,  tbrir  progress  should  exate  the  jealoasy  of  the 
\f-Y-o^  Swiss,  who  had  always  befriended  the  barpns, 
they  resolved  to  assume  an  appearance  of  mo- 
deration. They  ced^d  to  the  city  out  of  the 
estates  of  Eschenbach  a  considerable  tract  of 
land,  and  a  largewood  on  the  river  jSiI,  the  first 
territory  possessed  by  Zuric ;  whose  burghers 
on  this  occasion  shewed  less  m^nanimity  than 
regard  for  their  own  interest.  The  castle  was 
hereupon  taken  and  razed,  and  the  garrison 
inhumanly  butchered.  The  Swiss  derived  a 
consciousness  of  security  from  the  countenance 
shewn  them  by  King  Henry,  who  convinced 
that  the-Austrian  bailiS  in  the  cantons  had  me< 
rited  their  fate,  and  well  apprized  that  at  their 
expulsion  the  Counts  of  Hapsburg  had  not  been 
deprived  of  either  a  vassal,  a  revenue,  or  an 
estate,  granted  them  the  most  ample  confirma* 
tion  of  their  sole  dependence  on  the  empire, 
and  an  exemption  from  all  foreign  jurisdictions. 
Three  hundred  of  the  confederates  accompanied 
the  King  into  Italy ;  and  those  who  remained 
behind  drove  their  cattle  into  the  Alps. 
Acontnt  During  these  commotions,  and  the  rising 
Schwirz  animosity  of  the  Austrian  princes  against  the 
i«a.  Swiss,  a  dispute  arose  between  this  people  and 

the  abbey  of  Einsidlen,  which  however  was  soon 
composed  through  the  mediation  of  Zuric,    A 
1311.    treaty  was  concluded,  in  which  a  certain  num< 

ber 
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ber  of  men  of  rank  were  named  arbitrators  for  oiap. 
the  adjustment  of  all  future  differences.  The  s^-r^ 
burghers  of  Zuric  were  particularly  intra'ested 
in  the  preservation  of  tranquillity  in  these  parts^ 
both  on  account  of  their  trade  with  Italy  over 
mount  St.  Gothard,  and  because,  dnce  the 
Princes  of  Ilapsburg  had  refused  admission  to 
the  Swiss  into  Lucem,  this  people  had  been  ac- 
OJStomed  to  convey  their  cattle  and  the  produce 
of  their  dairies  through  Einsidlen  to  the  mar- 
kets of  their  city.  The  canons,  on  the  other 
hand,  most  of  whom  were  men  of  birth,  held 
the  peasants  of  Schwitz  in  great  contempt ; 
while  these  reciprocally  paid  little  deference  to 
the  assumed  importance  of  the  ecclesiastical 
dignitaries.  One  month  had  scarcely  elapsed 
unce  the  conclusion  of  the  above  treaty,  when 
two  men  of  Schwitz  went  with  their  fomiiies 
on  a  pil^image  to  the  miraculous  image  of  the 
Virgin  at  the  abbey.  Having  performed  their 
devotions  they  walked  in  the  neighbouring 
fields,  and  were  accosted  by  four  of  the  canons, 
the  school-master  and  the  parish  priest :  these 
entering  into  conversation  threw  out  reflections 
on  the  peasants,  ridiculed  the  coarseness  of  their 
manners,  taxed  them  with  injustice  in  the  late 
insurrection,  and  intimated  that  they  would 
now  no  longer  be  countenanced  in  their  auda- 
city, since  men  of  high  distinction  and  friends 

of 
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CHAP.   6f  the  abbey  were  henceforth  to  restrain  thxit 
I  oHiduct.  Tli^  Sdiwitzers  aaswered,  *  that  they 

*  had  never  claioied,  and  never  should  demv>d, 

*  what  was  not  their  unquestionable  right;  and 

*  that  as  to  rank,  a  freeman  was  in  every  respect 

*  equal  to  a  baron/  l^s  irritated  the  canons, 
who  drew  out  knives  and  wounded  the  piU 
grims  :  the  women  shrieked,  and  a  crowd  ga* 
thered,  in  which  the  two  men  found  means  to 
escape  the  fury  of  their  assailants.  This  insult 
havingbeen  reported  at  Schwitz,  the  landammaq 
assembled  the  people,  and  in  its  name  sent  a 
messenger  to  Einsidlen  to  declare  *  that  th^ 

*  tr^ty  had  been  impioudy  violated.*  Tb« 
abbot  received  the  notice  with  concern  and  pro* 
mised  redress ;  but  the  Schwitzers,  who  knew 
him  to  be  a  man  of  an  easy  temper  and  fecbla 
•uthority,  declared  that  they  could  have  no  re. 
liance  on  this  promised  satisfaction  :  reflecting 
moreover  on  the  boasted  partiality  of  the  arbi- 
trators, they  added,  ^  that  as  the  monks  had 

*  wantonly  infringed  the  treaty,  they  should.no 
f  longer  abide  by  any  :iward  that  might  be  mada 

*  conformably  to  its  tenor,' 
This  treaty  contained  a  clause,  by  which 

'rather  party  that  declined  an  ^u'bitration  was 
held  to  pay  a  fine  of  two  hundred  marks  of 
silver.  The  Swiss  being  called  upon  to  fulfil 
this  article  peremptorily  refused  paymMt,  re- 
peatedly 
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peatedly  aSe^iig  that  they  were  no  longer  bound  chap. 
by  die  treaty.  The  monks  hereupon  sent  their  ^,^~r^ 
hostages  to  Zuric,  who»  according  to  the  prac* 
tice  of  those  times,  were  ordered  to-  live  pro- 
fusely at  the  ct^t  of  the  Cantons  until  matters 
lAould  be  adjusted.*  TTiese  had  already  in- 
curred considerable  expences,  when  the  magis- 
trates  of  the  city,  either  unwilling  or  decniing 
themselves  unable  to  enforce  compUance,  order* 
ed  them  to  depart.  The  Swiss  hereupon  ap- 
pealed to  the  Emperor,  who  was  at  that  time 
in  Italy,  and  in  the  mean  while  continued  with* 
out  fear  or  hesitation,  though  never  unarmed, 
'  to  frequent  the  markets  at  Zuric.  The  cause 
was  pleaded  before  Everard  Baron  of  Burglen-, 
the  Imperial  commissary  in  Upper  Suabia,  who 
decided  that  the  fine  of  two  hundred  marks 
should  be  relinquished  j  but  admonished  Wer- 
ner Staufiacher,  at  that  time  Landamman  of 
gchwitz,  and  his  community  to  pay  nine  hun- 
dred livres  in  full  satisfaction  for  the  costs. 

Meanwhile  an  attempt  was  made  by  the 
burghers  of  Lucern,  subjects  of  Austria,  to  in<  ish. 
vade  the  canton  of  Underwalden.  They  came 
in,  a  vessel  they  had  named  the  Goose,  to  the 
tower  on  the  strand  near  Stanz,  The  centinel 
paw  their  approach',  gave  the  appointed  signal^ 
^d  rolled  a  large  mill-gtonc  against  the  bark ; 

*  See  chap.  v.  note  22. 

and 
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CHAP,    and  3  passage-boat  from  Ui-I  arriving  at  that 
w-v^  instant,  the  Lucerners  were  repulsed  with  con- 
siderable loss. 

The  Swiss,  convinced  that  a  lasting.peace  can 
only  be  insured  by  striking  terror  into  the  ad- 
versaries, resolved  to  take  exemplary  vengeance 
for  the  insult  they  had  received  from  the 
haughty  monks.  They  accordingly,  in  the  night 
of  the  first  of  March,  attacked  the  abbey  on  a 
sudden,  and  so  completely  surrounded  it,  that 
no  one  could  hope  to  escape  undiscovered.  In 
the  general  consternation  struck  by  this  unex- 
pected invasion,  of  so  holy  a  sanctuary,  the  four 
canoiis,  the  school  master,  who  has  since  sung 
the  horrors  of  that  night,^and  the  parish  priest, 
were  seized  without  opposition,  and  conveyed 
over  the  mountains  to  the  town  of  Schwitz. 
The  abbot,  who  was  then  absent,  was  soon  ap- 
prized of  this  daring  attempt,  and  of  the  terrors 
of  the  captive  priests,  who  dreaded  equally  the 
loss  of  life,  and  the  tortures  they  thought  them- 
selves likely  to  endure :  he,  therefore,  and  seve- 
ral of  their  powerful  friends,  sent  urgent  letters 
to  the  Swiss  to  solicit  the  enlargement  of  the 
prisoners,  signifying,  that  by  such  an  act  of  ijle- 
mency,  they  would  infallibly  gain  the  respect 
and  admiration  of  all  their  neighbours.  These 
letters  were  read  to  the  community,  who  con- 
1  See  Hartman  Ann.  Einsidl. 
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sented  that,  on  the  monks  paying  the  cxpeiiccs  chap. 
of  their  hostages,  the  priests  shoiild  be  released.  i.-rY--' 
"Whether  owing  to  some  want  of  punctuality  in 
these  payments,  or  perhaps  on  account  of  the 
aWe  that  was  struck  by  so  sudden  and  decisive 
a  blow  OQ  the  part  of  the  Swiss,  Zuric  appears 
at  this  tinle  to  have  been  estranged  from  that 
people,  insomuch  that  in  a  subsequent  treaty 
with  the  Dukes  of  Austria,  the  city  engaged  to 
act  offensively  even  against  the  Cantons. 

The  Imperial  throne  having  meanwhile  be-aectkmei 

\        ,  .  .  .       1      ^  T,  ""'  King* 

come  vacant  by  the  suspicious  death  of  Henry,*  otGemu- 
a  competition  arose  between  Lewis  of  Bavaria, 
and  Frederick  of  Austria,  for  the  succession. 
Each  was  chosen  by  his  party :  and  while  the 
electors  and  all  Germany  still  hung  in  doubtful 
suspense,  the  Swiss,  bearing  in  mind  the  harsh 
treatment  they  had  experienced  from  Albert, 
openly,  and  without  hesitation,  declared  for 
Lewis.  Duke  Leopold,  incensed  at  this  defec- 
tion, vowed  vengeance  against  the  daring  op- 
posers  of  his  brother's  claim.  ^  This  prince  dis- 
played through  life  a  most  aspiring  mind  and 
tenacious  arrogance ;  and  his  passions  were  so 
vehement,  that  whenever  thwarted ,  his  ragt 

*  He  is  said,  but  upon  no  good  authority,  to  have  been 
poisoned  by  a  Dominican  friar,  in  the  administration  of 
the  Eucharijt.    He  had  been  crowned  at  Rome  in  1312. 

rendered 
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CHAP,   rendered  him  tnily  ferocious  and  terrific  to 
\.^"i^  those  who  approached  him. 
Whence  a      Thc  Abbot  of  Einsidlcn  and  the  Bish<^  of 
the  three    Coiistance,  ^whose  see  extended  over  the  three 
CM  on*.     pJ^JJ(Qng^  urged  by  their  own  resentments,  and 
encouraged  by  the  animosity  of  the  Austrian 
princes,  ventured  now  to  excommunicate  the 
Swiss  ^   and  the    abbot,  moreover,   obtained 
1515.     against  them  the  im[>erial  interdict.    Hie  Arch- 
bishop of  Mentz,  however,  the  metropolitan  of 
Constance,  repealed  the  excommunication ;  and 
King  Lewis,  reprobating  the  austere  severity  of 
the  Austrian    dukes,  revoked  the  interdiet. 
Duke  Leopold  upon  this  resolved  to  invade  the 
cantons,  confident  that  their  reduction  would 
be  the  mere  sport  of  a  day.    It  is  well  attested 
that  he.  repeatedly  declared,  *  he  would  trample 
*  the  audacious  rustics  under  his  feet  ;*  and  that 
he  had  procured  a  large  stock  of  cordage  for 
the  purpose  of  binding  their  chiefs,  and  putting 
them  to  death.    Few  princes  have  been  aware 
of  the  irresistible,  and  almost  miraculous  powers 
of  a  free-minded  people,  when  it  feels  the  iron 
rod  of  oppression :  and  Leopold  was  particu- 
larly accustomed  to  ridicule  the  aukwardness 
of  the  atpine  shepherds  in  the  martial  exercises. 
The  neighbouring  states,  however,  conscious 
that  should  these  cantons  be  once  overpowered, 
their  own  safety  would  be  exposed  to  imminent 
danger, 
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danger,  took  the  alarm,  and  endeavoured  by  ^"^f- 
persuasions  and  entreaties  to  divert  the  duke  '-""v-*^ 
from  his  intended  espedition :  but  their  at- 
tempts  were  vain  ;  the  terms  he  offered  to  the 
Cantons  being  such  that  they  could  not  accede 
to  them,  without  at  once  reoouncinp;  their  ho- 
nour and  independence.  They  answered  to  hia 
injunctions,  *  that  it  was  they  who  were  in  feet 

*  the  party  injured  :  that  if  the  duke  was  deter- 

*  mined  to  invade  them,  they  would,  unawed, 

*  and  firmly  relying  on  the  protection  of  th« 

*  Almighty,  await  his  coming,  and  do  their  ut- 

*  mo^  to  repel  his  unmerited  attack.'  I^ily 
experience  evinces  how  ruinous  pusillanimity  is 
to  every  state  that  wms  at  independence  :  and 

'faeoce  it  is  easy  to  conclude  what  would  have 
been  the  fate  of  this  small  people,  had  they,  in 
this  hour  of  imminent  danger,  preferred  a  tame 
submission  to  the  firm  though  hazardous  pur- 
pose of  asserting  their  liberty. 

The  nuptials  of  King  Frederick  with  Isabella 
of  Aragop,  and  of  Duke  Leopold  with  Cathe- 
rine of  Savoy,  having  been  celebrated  with  great 
pomp  and  festivity  at  Basle,  the  duke  repaired 
to  Soleure,  on  whose  burghers  he  prevailed  to 
acknowledge  the  election  of  his  brother  j  and 
thence  came  to  the  citadel  of  Baden,  where  he 
held  a  council. of  war,  in  which  he  announced 
the  following  plan  for  the  intended  invasion. 
«In 
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CHAP.   *  In  order  to  bring  the  war  against  the  refractory 
Srfrv>^  '  cantons  to  a  speedy  and  happy  conclusion,  it 

*  will  behove  us  to  attack  them  at  once  in  vari- 

*  ous  quarters.     Should  they  perceive  our  pur- 

*  pose,  their  union,  on  which  they  so  confidently 
'  rely,  will  he  at  once  dissolved ;  and  they  will 

*  hence  be  able  to  oflFer  but  a  feeble  resistance 

*  to  our  combined  assaults :  sliould  they,  on  the 

*  other  -hand,  not  be  apprized  of  our  intentions, 
■  we  shall  in  that  case  take  some  by  surprize, 

*  defeat  others,  seize  on  many,  and  surround 

*  them  all ;  and  thus  infellibly  extirpate  thi 
'  whole  nation.'  Three  separate  attacks  were 
accordingly  prepared :  commanders  were  ap- 
pointed to  each  i  and  the  star  of  Austria  ap- 

'  pearing  at  this  time  propitious,  the  troops 
marched  forth  to  their  various  destinations. 
Otho  the  younger  Count  of  Strasberg,  at  this 
time  imperial  Prefect  in  Oberhasli,^  advanced 
with  four  thousand  men  through  the  Oberiand 
to  the  frontiers  of  Underwaldcn :  his  progress 
was  greatly  fediitated  by  the  friendship  that 
had  long  subsisted  between  Duke  Leopold  and 
Count  Peter  of  Gruyeres,  and  by  the  inveterate 
feuds  that  perpetually  divide  the  nobles  and  the 
people.  Upwards  of  one  thousand  men  a&> 
sembled  at  Lucern,  who,  under  the  command 
of  the  Austrian  bailiffs  of  that  district,  prepared 
to  invade  Underwalden  on  the  side  of  the  lake. 
The 
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The  duke  himself  conducted  the  main  army  chap.  ' 
ia  two  columns  towards  Zug.  A  numerous  >.^-v-^ 
body  of  heavy  cavah-y,  which,  although  the 
cumbersome  weight  of  their  armour  was  ill 
adapted  for  the  services  here  required  of  them, 
was  yet  conddered  as  the  flower  of  the  Austrian 
army,  led  the  van.  The  duke  was  joined  by  all 
the  ancient  nobility  of  Hapsburg,Lenzburgand 
Kyburg,  among  whom  were  numbered  the 
IvXarshal  de  Hallwyl,  long  and  zealoudy  attached . 
to  Duke  Leopold,  Landenberg,  and  the  kinsmen 
of  Gcsler,  still  glowing  with  vindictive  rage ;  se- 
vera!  of  the  fionstettens,  who  being  possessed 
of  con^derable  estates  on  the  lake  Egeri,  were 
weU  acquainted  with  the  inlets  of  the  cantons ; 
Count  Henry  Montfort  of  Tettnang,  who  either 
from  the  pride  of  rank  or  an  ardent  zeal  to 
^gnalize  himself  in  the  service  of  the  duke,  pro- 
fessed an  inveterate  enmity  against  the  Swiss  ; 
the  Counts  of  Thun  and  Lauffenburg,  emulous 
to  excel  each  other  in  their  first  deeds  of  arms  ; 
the  Count  of  Tockenburg,  who  came  reluc- 
tantly, but  yielded  to  the  dictates  c^  gratitude; 
the  duke  having  lately  conferred  on  him  the 
administration  of  Claris  and  the  Caster ;  and 
even  "Werner  de  Romberg,  a  valiant  chief,  who 
hoped  by  his  services  to  merit  the  reversion  of 
the  county  of  Rapperswyl.  At  Zug  all  the  nobles 
who  from  a  rooted  aversion  to  the  burghers 
were 
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CHAP,  were  hostile  to  independence,  flocked  to  tlu! 

M^i-Y^  ducal  standard ;  and'  nuny  also  came  who  en- 
gaged in  the  war  rather  from  motives  ofsdf 
preservation  than  of  hatred  to  .  the  cantons.. 
Fifty  burghers  of  Zuric,  all  dad  alike,  came 
conformably  to  the  treaty ;  and  the  Baroii  of 
Urikon  led  on  the  subjects  of  Einsidlen  uader 
the  sacred  banner  of  the  abbey. 

toie  of  The  Swiss  meanwhile  felt  no  dismay.  TTic 
entrenchments  that  guarded  the  northern  inlets 
eS  their  country  extended  from  the  road  to  Zug 
to  that  which  led  to  Einsidlen,  and  were  termi. 
nated  at  each  end  by  a  strong  tawer.^  The 
people  prepared  to  obey  the  first  summons. 
Four  hundred  mcnjfrom  Uri  and  three  hun- 
dred from  XJnderw^den  landed  at  Brunen,:md 
marched  up  the  meadow  to  the  town  of  Schwitas. 
Here  lived  Rudolph  Reding  de  Kberek,  an  ex- 
perienced veteran,  who  though  now  focUe  in 
body  was  yet  so  iiiU  of  mental  vi^ur  and  saga* 
city,  that  the  people  had  been  long  accustcnned 
to  consider  his  opinion  as  decisive.    *  Above  all 

*  things,'  said  he,  *  make  yourselves  masters  of 

*  the  conduct  of  the  war,  so  that  it  may  "afwaya 

*  be  at  your  option  and  never  at  that  of  th« 

*  enemy,  when,  where,  and  how  to  risk  an  ac- 

'  I  The  SchoRn  and  the  Re4  Tcnrer,  wlilch  an  ttiU  ex- 
taut,  as  welLu  some  traces  of  the  entreachneot.    , 
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*  tion.    This  object  you  will  obtain  by  taking   chap. 
'  an  advantageous  post  t  you,  who  are  by  far  wV*-* 

*  the  fewest  in  number,  must  so  contrive  that 

*  their  greater  extent  of  line  may  not  av^  the 

*  enemy  ;  and  hence  must  you  also  cautiously 
.  *  abstain  from  exposing  your  sle&der  force  ex- 

*  cept  at  a  decisive  moment,  and  never  without 

*  some  manifest  advant^.     The  duke  you 

*  may  be  assured  will  not  chuse  the  pass  at  Art  ;* 

*  a  high  mountain  on  one  side,  and  the  lake 

*  on  the  other,  being  insurmountable  impedi- 

*  raents  to  the  movements  of  an  army :  the  road 
'  through  the  wood  and  along  the  side  of  the 

*  lake  Egeri  is  indeed  equally  difficult ;  but  the 

*  pass  is  far  shorter,  and  will  hence  infallibly 

*  have  his  preference  :  here  all  will  depend  on 

*  the  proper  use  you  shall  make  of  a  £ivourable 

*  instant.  The  heights  above  Morgajten  you 
'  know  form  a  natural  bulwark ;  above  which 
'  the  old  lawn^  spreading  In   an    even  plain 

*  reaches  the  mountain  Sattel :  this  mountain 
"  afibrds  opportunities  for  various  advantageous 

^  At  the  head  of  the  lake  of  Zu  jf. 

'  Alie  Mi.-ile  is  still  its  proper  name.  Baron  de  Zurlau- 
ben  has  of  late  examined  this  memorable  spot  with  great  , 
historical,  topographical,  and  military  accuracy ;  and 
pointed  out  the  changes  it  appears  to  have  undergone 
since  this  battle,  by  alluvions,  tnundabona,  and  other  irre- 
gular operations  cf  nature. 

VOL.  J.  s  *  Operations. 
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CHAP.  *  operations.    A  sudden  attack  may  be  made^ 

*  across  the  lawn ;  you  may  thence  fell  upon 

*  the  flank  of  the  approaching  enemy  j  you  may 

*  break  their  column ;  and  if  far  advanced  into 

*  the  valley,  annoy  their  rear :  confined  as  they 
'  will  be  in  the  narrow  pass  you  may  molest 

*  them  various  ways ;  you  may  break  their 

*  ranks  and  impede  all  thdr  evolutions.    The 

*  contempt  your  foe  entertains  of  your  skill  in 

*  war  will  facilitate  all  your  manoeuvres  ;  and 
'  a  defeuMve  war  b  best  carried  on  by  those 

*  who  are  wdl  acquainted  ^th  the  nature  of 

*  the  country.'  Reding  hanng  thus  discharged 
his  duty  to  his  country,  the  people  thanked  him, 
and  devoutly  kneeling  prayed  to  God,  their 
sole  monarch,  and  now  thdr  only  refuge,  to 
bless  their  efibrts  in  defence  of  the  rights  he  had 
ccmferred.  They  then  marched  foiih,  thirteca 
hundred  in  number,  and  took  post  on  mount 
SatteL 

,  In  the  preceding  times  of  factious  animosities, 
when  private  dlssentions  were  scarce  ever  com- 
posed without  numerous  proscriptions,  fifty 
men  who  had  rendered  themselves  obnoxious 
to  the  magistracy  had  been  banished  from  the 
canton  of  Schwltz.  These  having  heard  of  th« 
danger  that  threatened  the  liberties  of  their 
coimtry,  came  to  the  frontiers,  and  requested 
that  they  might  be  allowed  to  join  the  confe- 
'  '  derates 
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derates  on  mount  Satte!,  and  prove  by  their  chap. 
exertions  that,  although  driven  from  thdr  na-  ^^-y-L* 
tive  seats,  they  were  not  however  unworthy  of 
their  ancestors.  The  magistrates  deeming  it 
Unwise  to  deviate  from  an  established  rule  be- 
cause a  danger  was  impending,  refused  to  admit 
the  e7:iles  within  their  confines.  Thus  rejected, 
the  fifty  men  nevertheless  resolved  to  expose 
their  lives  in  the  cause  of  their  country,  and 

■posted  themselves  on  an  eminence  above  Mor- 
garten  beyond  the  frontiers  of  the  canton. 

The  fifteenth  of  October  of  the  year  thirteen 
hundred  and  fifteen  dawned.  The  sun  darted 
its  first  rays  on  the  shields  and  armour  of  the 
advancing  host :  their  spears  and  helmets  glist- 
ened  irom  afar ;  and  this  being  the  first  army 

■ever  known  to  have  attempted  the  frontiers  of 
the  cantons,  the  Swiss  viewed  its  long  protract- 
ed line  with  various  emotions,  Montfort  de 
Tettnang  led  the  cavalry  into  the  narrow  pass, 
and  soon  filled  the  whole  space  between  the 
mountain  and  the  lake.  The  fifty  exiles  on  the 
eminence  raised  a  sudden  shout,  and   rolled 

■  down  heaps  of  stones  and  fragments  of  rocks 

'  among  the  Crowded  ranks.  The  confederates 
on  the  mountain  perceiving  the  impression 
made  by  this  attack,  rushed  down  full  speed, 

'  but  in  close  array,  and  fell  upon  the  flank  of 

the  disordered  column.  With  massy  clubs  they 

s  2  '  "  dashed 
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CHAP,  dashed  in  pieces  the  armour  of  the  enemy ;  and 
\^-r^  with  long  pikes  they  deah  out  blows  and  thrusta 
wherever  opportunities  offered.  Here  fell  Ru- 
dolph of  Hapsburg  Lauffenburg,  three  Barons 
of  Bonstetten,  two  Hallwyls,  three  Urikons, 
and  four  of  the  house  of  Tockenburg :  two 
Geslers  were  likewise  found  among  the  slain  } 
and  the  vindictive  Landenberg  met  his  doom 
from  the  hands  of  those  be  had  long  wantonly 
oppressed.  The  Confederates  lost  a  son,  or 
cousin  of  Walter  Furst  of  Uri,  the  Lord  of  Bc- 
roldingen,  and  tlie  aged  Baron  of  Hospital, 
whom  his  son  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  dis- 
suade from  engaging  in  the  perilous  contest. 

,  The  narrowness  of  the  defile  admitted  of  no 
evolutions  i  and  a  slight  frost  having  injured 
the  road,  the  horses  were  impeded  in  all  their 
motions  :  many  leaped  from  this  unusual  con- 
flict into  the  lake  ;  all  were  startled  ;  and  at 
length  the  whole  column  gave  way  and  fell 
suddenly  back  on  the  infantry,  which  had  al- 
ready advanced  into  the  pass :  these  saw  the 

'  precipitate  retreat  before  they  could  learn  its 
cause  J  and  as  the  nature  of  the  country  did  not 
allow  them  to  open  their  files,  they  -wpte  run 
•over  by  the  fugitives,  and  many  of  them  trampled 
to  death  by  the  horses.  A  general  rout  now' 
ensued :  the  Swiss  pursued  and  continued  the 
slaughter:  all  the  fifty  auxiliaries  from  Zuric 
fell 
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fell  on  the  post  that  had  been  assigned  them  j  chap, 
and  Leopold  was  with  much  difficulty  rescued  ^^rv^ 
from  the  carnage  by  a  peasant,  who  knowing 
the  bye-paths  in  the  mountains  led  him  to  Win- 
terthur,'  where  the  historian  of  the  times  *  saw 
him  arrive  in  the  evening  pale,  sullen  and  dis- 
mayed. Thus  did  the  Confederates  in  less  than 
three  hours,  without  much  loss,  but  by  skilfully 
availing  themselves  of  the  imprudence  of  their 
enemy,  and  by  their  own  timely  and  vigorous 
exertions,  gun  at  once  a  complete  and  decisive 
victory. 

Strasberg,  of  whose  approach  and  numbers  simber? 
the  Underwalders  had  not  as  yet  received  any 
intelligence,  came  the  same  day  unawares  over 
piount  Brunig,  and  descended  with  four  thou-  ' 
sand  men  through  Samen  to  the  bay  of  Alp- 
nach  on  the  lake,  where  near  Burgen  a  body  of 
men  from  Lucern.were  at  the  same  time  endea- 
vouring to  effect  a  landing.  The  Underwalders 
of  the  upper  district  sent  a  speedy  messenger  to 
Stantz  to  demand  assistance  against  Strasberg, 
but  he  was  met  by  another  runner  who  came 
from  thence  to  summon  the  men  of  Sarnen  to 
assist  in  repelling  the  attack  near  Burgen.  Each 
moiety  of  the  people,  thus  powerfully  assailed, 
found  means  however  to  retard  the  progress 

*  John  of  Winterthut- 
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CHAP,  of  the  invaders,  while  an  express  hastened  to 
^^-v-o  Schwitz  to  recall  their  three  hundred  country- 
men who  had  joined  the  m^n  body  of  the  con- 
federates. This  messenger  on  landing  at  Brun- 
nen  saw  the  conquerors  of  Morgarten,  who  soon 
after  the  hour  of  nine  having  no  longer  any 
enemy  to  contend  with  had  returned  to  Schwtta, 
where  they  had  been  received  with  joyfid  ac- 
.  clamatioDS,  and  were  now  feasting  with  convi- 
vial gaiety.  The  Underwalders  having  heard, 
the  summons  immediately  embarked.  The 
Schwitzers  and  Urners  declared  their  purpose 
of  joining  in  the  expedition;  but  the  three  hun- 
dred, emulous  perhaps  to  achieve  unaided  the 
deliverance  of  their  country,  declined  the  oflFer, 
alleging  that  their  magistrates  had  not  sum- 
moned the  whole  Confederacy.  One  hundred 
Schwitzers  however  persisted,  and  were  toge- 
ther with  the  Underwalders  soon  transported 
across  the  lake.  They  landed  at  Buchs,  and 
immediately  fell  upon  the  men  from  Lucern, 
who  yielding  to  the  impetuosity  of  the  attack, 
fled  with  such  precipitation  that  many  of  them 
perished  in  the  lake  in  attempting  to  g^n  their 
barks.  The  victorious  troop  now  advanced  to 
Kerns,  where  it  was  joined  by  those  who  had 
hitherto  resisted  Strasberg  j  and  hence  jointly 
exulting  in  the  previous  successes  of  the  day, 
they  rushed  down  towards  Alpnacfa,  where  the 
.    enemy 
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enemy  had  taken  an  advantageous  post.  Expe-  chap. 
rienced  generals  have  asserted  that  in  a  defeat  v 
the  eyes  and  ears  are  usually  the  first  that  yield: 
and  this  remark  received  an  ample  confirmation 
in  the  present  instance;  for  no  sooner  had  Stras- 
berg  perceived  the  triumphant  banner  which  he 
believed  at  Schiiritz,  and  heard  the  shouts  of  the 
approaching  bands,  than  doubting  no  longer 
the  htc  o£  Leopold's  army,  and  convinced  of 
the  only  option  that  was  now  left  him,  he  or- 
dered an  immediate  retreat,  to  favour  which, 
he  with  a  few  select  warriors  stood  to  receive 
the  first  onset  of  the  ass^ants  :  a  wound  how- 
ever in  the  left  band  soon  disabled  him,  and  his 
people  being  all  routed  fled  precipitately  over 
the  mountains  to  Lucern.  The  Swiss  in  this  as 
well  as  in  most  of  their  wars  were  generally  the 
weakest  in  number;  but  the  numbers  of  .armies 
were  then,  as  they  are  at  present,  usually  either 
exaggerated  or  diminished  according  to  the  oc- 
casional inducements  of  fear  or  adulation,  decep- 
tion or  extenuation  ;  whence  Sallust,  a  writer 
whom  few  have  equalled  as  an  historian, thought 
proper  to  omit  these  numbers  in  his  greater 
history  of  Rome.  Neither  ought  atiy  inference 
to  be  derived  from  the  report  of  the  slain  in 
battle  ; '  since  the  magnitude  of  a  victory  ought 
much  rather  to  be  estimated  by  the  importance 

of 
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CHAP,  of  its  consequences,  than  by  the  carnage  it  may 

<^.«->-ik-i  have  occasioned. 

This  memorable  day  was  not  yet  closed, 
when  three  hundred  SchwitzcrSj  and  four  hun- 
dred men  of  Uri,  landed  in  Underwalden; 
and  hearing  of  the  repeated  successes  of  thdr 
confederates,  joined  thsm  in  mutual  congratu* 
lations.  The  fifty  exiles  were  restored  to  their 
country  and  privileges.  The  Swiss  now  agr^ 
to  consecrate  this  anniversary  as  a  solemn  festi- 
val ;  '  the  God  of  Hosts  having  on  this  day 
*  visited  his  people,  and  ^ven  them  the  victory 
'  over  their  enemies.*  They  even  to  our  days 
celebrated  annual  masses  for  the  souls  of  those 
I  who  fell  in  the  glorious  conflict :  still,  on  these 
occasions,  they  recited  to  the  people  the  names 
and  heroic  deeds  of  those  generous  champions 
of  their  liberties ;  and  still  did  the  three  cantons 
I  commemorate  those  splendid  times,  by  holding 
their  public  assemblies  in  the  field  Rutli :  the 
Underwalders  of  the  upper  district  still  met  on 
the  hill  on  which  Landenberg  formerly  resided ; 
and  with  the  same  laudable  spirit  of  patriotic 
emulation  have  their  youths,  on  a  late  day  of 
great  festivity,?  amidst  a  concourse  of  their  ap- 

» In  or  since  the  year  1776.  So  incurious  are  the  inha- 
bitants of  these  remote  parts,  that  even  the  more  impor* 
tant  event!  of  one  valley  are  often  unnoticed  in  the  ad- 
joining ones. 

plauding 
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plaudmg  parents  and  countrymen,  rehearsed,   chap, 
on  the  very  spots,  in  the  same  habits,  and  with  ^ 
the  peculiar  usages  of  the  times  in  which  they 
were  achieved,  all  the  eminent  deeds  to  which 
they  owed  their  darUng  independence. 

After  these  signal  successes,  the  news  ofThtCoat,, 
which  Kingl^wis  received  with  joy  and  admi.newed. 
ration,  the  three  cantons  held  a  meeting,  and 
once  more  renewed  and  confirmed  their  ancient 
and  venerable'"  league,  by  virtue  of  which  <dl 
the  confederates,  however  divided  by. moun- 
tains, lakes,  or  torreqts,  were  ever  after  to  be 
considered  as  one  people  firmly  united,  and  at 
all  times  ready  for  the  defence  of  their  well- 
earned  liberty,    They  again  stipulated ;  '  that 

*  all  vassals  should  continue  faithful  to  their 

*  lords,  unless  the  lords  should  wrongfully  me, 

*  lest  the  cantons,  in  which  case  defection  would 

*  become  a  duty ;  that  none  of  the  confederates, 

*  either  as  individuals,,  or  as  subordinate  com- 

*  munities,  should  put  themselves  under  the; 

*  protection  of,  or  accede  to  any  treaty  or  nego- 
^  oation  with  foreign  princes  or  states,  without 

•  *  the  previous  consent  of  the  whole  body :  that    , 

*  no  one  banished  for  murder  be  restored  with-. . 

"  Hencefortb  mnit  the  solema  zpfelia.Uonferpeiual,  ever 
annexed  to  the  confederacy,  be  omitted :  of  the  ejiithet 
venerable,  here  substitutedi  no  new>fangled  doctrine  vril) 
surely  ever  deprive  this  union. 

'  out 
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•  out  a  like  genera!  assent :  and  lastly,  that  they, 

•  and  their  posterity  for  ever,  should  be  firmly 

•  bound  by  theoath  nowtaken,toaid  and  protect 

•  each  other  at  all  times,' in  all  places  and  emer- 

•  genctes,  with  their  lives  and  property,  against 

•  ^1  who  should  either  actually  isolate,  or  merely 

•  attempt  to  injure  any  of  the  confederates, 

•  either  singly  or  collectively.'," 

This  groundwork  of  the  Helvetic  union, 
founded  on  justice,  the  greatest  pride  of  nations, 
and  peace,  the  first  of  earthly  blessings,  was  6x&- 
tinguished  from  all  other  political  institutions 
by  its  extreme  simplicity  and  inoffensive  ten- 
dency. Pure,  holy,  and  permanent,  as  the  ties 
which  united  the  patriarchs  in  the  golden  age 
of  the  earlier  generations,  this  league  has  conti- 
nued through  nearly  five  centuries,  among  a 
variety  of  obstructive  efforts,  and  with  few  oc- 
casional amendments,  the  great  outline  of  all 
modern  free  constitutions.  Its  superior  excel- 
lence was  solemnly  acknowledged  in  this  cen- 
tury," when  the  three  cantons  once  more  with 
grateful  hearts,  but  alas!  for  the  last  time,  con- 
firmed it  on  the  same  consecrated  spot,  where 
it  had  been  first  sanctioned.  Such  was  its  dis- 
tinctive superiority,  that  all  subsequent  com- 

"  All  that  was  besides  contained  in  the  league  of  1291 
(p.  221),  was  here,  moreoveri  confirmed. 
"Anno  1713. 

pacts 
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pacts  among  the  Helvetic  states  were  found  ksa  chap. 
adequate,  in  proportion  as  they  deviated  from  •-«»-¥-«-' 
this  approved  standard.  .  Perfect  harmony  was 
the  basis  of  this  union ;  and  it  was  this  unani- 
mity which  in  many  perilous  instances  has  ena- 
bled the  thirteen  cantons  and  thrir  allies'to  co< 
operate  with  as  much  celerity  and  vigour  as  if 
their  joint  decrees  had  been  the  resolves  of  a 
single  individual.  This  foederal  union,  the 
source  of  peace  and  justice  (and  it  is  the  main- 
tenance of  peace  and  justice,  and  not  any  par- 
ticular form  of  government,  that  constitutes 
true  freedom,)  this  close  covenant  has  for  ages 
been  the  sole  tie  that  has  cemented  all  the  Hel- 
vetic and  Rhxtian  tribes  into  one  invulnerable 
body :  it  was  their  law,  their  monarch ;  evea 
as  in  the  times  of  the  Judges,  Isnel  had  no  king 
but  the  great  God  who  had  delivered  than 
from  bondage.'^ 

The  wars  in  those  days  seldom  called  forth,  T"^"?- 
as  they  do  at  present,  the  whole  collectivrforce  War. 
of  a  nation :  they  were  rather  partial  feuds, 
carried  on  by  neighbouring  lords  or  commu- 
nities in  opposite  interests,  and  terminated  by 
a  few  encounters,  in  the  success  of  which  mere 
chance  and  bodily  strength  bad  often  a  greater 
^are  than  skilful  conduct.    The  future  tran- 

'3  Accordinglj,  as  soon  su  this  tie  WM  dtsiolved,  the 
/abric  crumbled, 
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CHAP.  qiiilHty  of  tlie  Swiss  therefore  depended  more 
on  the  state  of  the  contiguous  provinces,  than 
on  the  will  of  a  vindictive  despot.  That  state 
happened  at  this  period  to  favcrtit  their  inter- 
ests ;  for  though  the  Gaster,  to  which  Albere 
had  united  the  lower  district  of  Claris,  har- 
boured an  habitual  enmity  against  the  Swiss» 
who  had  probably  at  times,  in  the  cause  cf 
«ome  allies,  infested  their  frontiersj  and  though 
Buke  Leopold  had  greatly  added  to  his  autho- 
rity in  Claris  by  the  acquisition  .of  all  the  higher 
offices,  and  ever^of  the  stewardship,  till  then 
held  by  the  house  of  Tschudy ;  yet  the  Swiss 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  former,  whom 
the  habits  of  traffic  had  estranged  from  arms ; 
and  the  latter  (the  men  of  Claris)  wete^  from 
9similLtudeof-customB,$ituation,  and  character, 
Sways'  better  inclined  to  thdir  neighbours  in 
the  Alps  than  to  the  house  of  Austria.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  duke's  friend,  Strasberg, 
lost  so  much  of  his  influence  in  the  Qberland, 
that  he  was  at  length  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  alienating  even  the  hereditary  seat  from 
which  he  derived  his  name. 

King  Lewis  now  repeatedly  confirtned  the  It^ 
berties  of  the  cantons,'*  and  appcrinted  the 
Baron  of  Weissenburg  Imperial  Prefect  over 

'*  At  a  cnmp  at  Meriden.  March  .29,  1316  ;  again  at 
Com?  in  13^7;  and,  as  Emperor,  at  Faviain  1328. 

the 
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tbe  valley  of  Hasli-;  and  the  town  of  ThuDj  chap. 
having,  moreover,  of  its  own  independent  au-  ^.^^i^ 
thority,  concluded  a  treaty  with  Underwalden, 
the  duke  perceived  that  any  attempt  from  the 
side  of  Intei-Iachen,  where  his  bailiffs  were  in 
force,  would  be  impracticable :  finding  also 
that  the  Swiss  were  as  regardless  of  conquest 
as  they  were  unwilling  to  bears  yoke,  he  agreed  wis. 
to  a  truce  for  one  year,  during  which  all  causei 
of  complaint  were  to  lay  dormant.  A  free  in- 
tercourse  with  alt  the  neighbouring  countries 
was  hereupon  restored )  but  the  intrenchments 
at  the  frontiers  were  not  neglected  j  for  even 
now  no  confederate  could  with  safety  venture 
beyond  the  field  of  Morgarten, .  The  monks  of 
Einsldlen  also  retuned  their  animosity  against 
the  cantons,  which  they  frequently  vented  by 
letters  of  excommunication  :  but  the  duke  de- 
clared, that  any  rough  treatment  the  bearers  of 
those  letters  might  meet  with  in  the  Swiss  val- 
leys, should  not  be  construed  into  a  breachof  the 
truce.  This  truce  being  expired,  it  was  renew- 
ed for  six  years  longer. 

Meanwhile  King  Frederick  having  been  made  ti>c  s*i(. 
prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Muhldorf,  his  brother  Lewi*. 
Leopold,  .exasperated  at  the  mischance,  vowed 
vengeance  against  the  prosperous  competitor. 
King  Lewis  called  upon  the  Swiss  for  their  as- 
sistance }  and  they  readily  engaged  '  to  serve 

'the       . 
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CHAP.  *  the  empire  with  as  much  zeal  as  their  fore- 
k..,^  *  fathers  had  done  before  them  as  long  as  the 
*  empire  should  protect  them.'  The  people  of 
Claris  refused  the  aid  the  duke  claimed  from 
themj  and  remonstrating  that  he  had  infringed 
thar  privileges  by  appointing  strangers  instead 
of  natives  to  thdr  chief  ma^stracy,  they  with- 
out hesitation  entered  into  a  triennial  league 
with  Schwitz.  This  war  however  was  not  of 
long  continuance,  the  same  asperity  of  temper 
which  had  prompted  Leopold  to  the  cruel  ven- 
geance he  hadtaken  for  his  iather'sdeath, having 
,  now,  amidst  the  calamities  that  befel  bis  house, 
gradually  impaired  his  health,  and  at  last  put  a 
period  to  his  ]i(c.    His  next  brother,  Albert, 

Mae.  renewed  the  truce  with  the  Swiss ;  many  of 
whom,  soon  after,  accompanied  King  Lewis  on 
his  expedition  to  Rome. 

Although  surrounded  on  most  sides  by  the 
dominions  of  A,ustria,  and  bordering  on  several' 
valleys  in  ltaly,which  bad  adopted  theGuelphian 
party,  this  people  nevertheless,  with  the  same 
firmness  which  had  of  late  insured  them  their 
independence,  strenuously  espoused  the  cause 
of  Lewis  against  the  pontiff.    This  drew  upon 

issB.     them  the  papal  excommunication ;  which  being 

announced  in  the  cantons,  the  people  asked  the 

priests,  *  whether  they  would  continue  to  read 

'  the  service  and  sing  the  Utapy  as  usual,  or  else 

*  submit 
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*  submit  to  immediate  exile  ?'  The  Pope  on  char. 
being  told  that  the  priests  had  preferred  the  v^-v-«^ 
former  option,  acknowledged  that,  though  con- 
trary to  the  canons,  they  had  undoubtedly  made 
the  wisest  choice.  The  Swiss  accompanied  by 
two  hundred  Zurichers  marched  now  under 
the  banner  of  Uri,  up  the  narrow  dell  leading 
to  mount  St.  Gothard:  they  crossed  the  Devil's 
bridge,  and  the  sequestered  but  smiling  vale  of 
Urseren ;  and  having  passed  by  the  adjacent 
Bources  of  the  Reuss  and  Ticino,  they  descend- 
ed into  Italy,  where  they  met  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Liventine  valley,  sent  by  Azzo  Visconti 
of  Milan  to  their  assistance.  Urseren  had  been 
granted  by  an  Emperor  to  the  Abbot  of  Disen- 
tis ;  but  its  inhabitants  claimed  various  ancient 
privileges,  by  which  they  were  exempted  from 
all  participation  in  the  wars  of  their  neighbours, 
and  authorized  at  all  times  to  allow  a  free  pas- 
sage  to  every  traveller  of  any  nation  or  party 
whatever.  So  necessary  was  this  absolute  se- 
curity, that  without  it  this  people  would  soon 
have  been  incapacitated  from  prosecuting  the 
arduous  toils  which  alone  can  preserve  the  pass 
over  this  stupendous  mountain. 

The  Italian  valleys  bordering  on  Upper  Rhstia  rmt  Expe- 
weje  at  this  time  subject  to  the  rival  cities  of  ihe'slriw 
Como  and  Milan.    After  the  great  wars  which  """  ''*'^' 
preceded  the  dowpfiil  of  the   Roman  empire, 
these 
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CHAP,  these  districts  (like  Athens  and  Sparta  after  tli« 
,  Persian  war)  became  the  seats  of  various  confe- 
deracies, distracted  By  continual  factions,  and 
the  prey  of  incessant  tumults.  The  Guelphs 
and  Ghibelins,  the  senate  and  the  people,  (hi 
ancient  nobility,  and  partial  associations  undet 
bold  and  artful  leaders,  prevailed  alternately, 
and  kept  the  devoted  country  in  constant  strife 
and  agitation.  Amolig  the  principal  leaders 
were  the  Torres  and  Viscontis  at  Milan,  th«! 
Vitanis  and  Rusconis  at  Como,and  many  otbetSj 
whose  histories,  were  they  related  in  the  im-i 
pressive  language  of  the  ancient  writers,  would 
fully  evince  that  men  existed  at  this  period  no 
ways  inferior  to  the  most  celebrated  characters 
of  Greece  in  acuteness,  valour,  and  political 
energy.  Chiavenna  belonged  to  Comoi  but 
the  chiefs  of  Milan  had  wrested  from  this  emu- 
lous city  the  possession  of  the  Valteline :  Bor- 
mio,  near  the  source  of  the  Adda,  had  been 
surrendered  by  Corno  to  the  see  of  Coire  j  the 
Rusconis  and  Viscontis  prevailed  alternately  at 
Luganot  and  in  the  straits  of  Bellinzona  :  the 
Liventine  valley  was  dependant  on  the  chapter 
of  Milan  ;  and  its  inhabitants,  either  from  habi- 
tual-rapacity,  or  still  remembering  some  former 
unsijcccssful  contest  \vith  their  neighbours  in 
the  mountains,  molested  the  travellers,  and  de- 
tained all  the  goods  that  came  within  thdr 
reach. 
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reach.  This  it  was  that  induced  the  imperial  chap. 
prefect  in  the  Yale  of  Urseren  to  call  upon  the  '^^~y-^ 
Swiss  for  assistance,  and  determined  Uri  to 
summon  the  commercial  city  of  Zuric  to  co- 
operate in  restoring  the  security  of  the  passt 
They  met  with  no  resistance  either  at  Aifolo, 
at  Quinto  the  old  tower  of  the  Lombard  kings, 
or  at  Faido  the  principal  township  in  the  valley  j 
but  no  sooner  was  the  banner  seen  at  Giornico, 
than  the  Lord  Franchino  Rusconi  hastened  from 
Como  and  impeded  their  further  progress.  AJl 
Italy  was  at  this  time  struck  with  a  panic  at  the 
sudden  and  unaccountable  invasion  of  John  King 
of  Bohemia;  and  this  soon  facilitated  an  accom- 
modation; John  Baron  of  Attinghausen,  Lan- 
damman  of  Uri,  concluded  a  treaty  at  Como,  in 
which  the  Rusconis  guaranteed  the  security  of 
the  pass. 
The  whole  of  the  Oberland  had  during  the  The  Un- 

1  ■  ,  ,.  111.  derwalder* 

late  cpmpiouons  been  distracted  by  the  ammo-  ma«h  in 
sities  of  two  rival  parties.  The  revived  house  h^° 
of  Kyburg  still  retained  the  greatest  power  in 
this  province,  on  the  lake  of  Thun,  and  in  the 
Uchtland,  and  Upper  Argau.  This  rich  inhefi- 
tance  had  now  devolved  to  two  minors  Hart- 
man  and  Everard,  the  latter  of  whom  being 
destined  for  the  church,  was  sent  to  prosecute 
his  studies  at  Bologna;  but  his  allowance  being 
irregularly  remitted,  he  returned  {itdcipitately 
VOL.  t,  T  and         t 


:.at.:,.:,G(">OgIC 


ago  THE  HISTORY  OF 

CHAP,  and  bud  claim  to  hia  pattimony.  His  mother 
the  Countess  Elizabeth,  Count  Hartman  his 
brother,  and  the  other  relations  of  the  house, 
who  all  entertuned  a  mean  o|Mnion  of  Everard's 
understantfrng,  treated  hb  pretensions  with  de< 
rision  and  his  person  with  marked  neglect. 
Hartman  caused  him  to  be  seized  one  night  as 
they  lay  in  bed  together,  and  to  be  conveyed 
to  a  neighbouring  castle.  The  captive  Eyerard 
was  now  compelled  to  yield  to  an  award  of 
Duke  Leopold  of  Austria,  in  which  his  interest 
had  been  notorioudy  sacrificed.  At  a  numerous 
assembly  of  the  nobles  at  Thun  to  celebrate 
this,  as  it  was  called,  most  happy  reconciliation 
between  the  two  brethren,  Hartman  uttered 
such  taunting  sarcasms  agunst  lus  injured 
brother,  that  many  of  the  vassals,  who  still 
loved,  and  could  not  but  pity  the  unhappy 
youth,  drew  thdr  swords ;  whereupon  a  fray 
ensued,  in  which  Hartman  was  killed.  Count 
Everard  immediately  ordered  the  gates  of  the 
castle  to  be  shut ;  and  consdoiis  of  lus  danger, 
sent  an  offer  to  Berne,  that  if  they  would  ad- 
mit him  a  co-burgher  of  thdr  dty,  he  would 
make  over  to  them  certain  of  his  estates,*^  and 
the  paramount  sovereignty  over  Thun.  The 
Berners  accepted  the  offer,  marched  to  Thun, 

»  Heimberg,  Sij^wyl,  Gries^berg. 

and 
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and  received  the  oath  of  all^iance  of  the  inha-  cHaJ'. 
bitants  i  but  they  were  disappointed  in  their  •,^'y<-' 
hopes  that  Everard  would  die  without,  issue, 
and  that  they  might  uliimatidy  succeed  to  a 
still  greater  shire  of  his  'dominions :  he  mar- 
ried, and  had  four  sons,  who  all  survived  him. 
He  reigned  upwards  of  forty  years,  during 
vhich  he  displayed  much  wisdom  and  fortitude* 
The  disasters  that  befel  King  Frederick,  and 
the  excommunication  of  his  rival  Lewis,  having 
filled  the  minds  of  the  people  with  doubts  and 
:^>prehensions,  the  prindpal  dti^  of  Upper  Ger- 
many'*  joined  with  the  Swiss  cantons  in  a  ge- 
neral covenant  for  the  preservation  of  public 
tranquillity.  Berne  and  Count  Everard  became 
parties  in  the  league ;  but  although  they  still 
ostenubly  displayed  a  mutual  kindness,  the  har- 
mony between  them  was  however  by  no  means 
coriUal,  the  latter  bearing  with  impatience  the 
superiority  the  city  chose  to  arrogate.  After 
the  death  of  Duke  Leopold,  who  was  related  to 
this  line  of  the  house  of  Kyburg,  Count  Everard 
icrupled  no  longer  to  enter  into  a  dose  alliance 
with  the  Swiss  cantons.  He  insured  them  a 
free  passage  over  mount  Bruntg ;  and  they,  on 

*^  Menu,  Wonm,  Spire,  Suasburjir,  Constance,  Lmd«o, 
together  vrith  the  Helvetic  cities  of  Batk.Ztirk,  Btrnt,  and 
SoUnn,  anno  )327'  On  the  renewal  of  this  league  io  1329, 
tbe  Swics  and  Count  Ererard  toak  no  pan  in  it. 

T  a  the 
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fHAP.  the  Other  hand,  guaranteed  all  his  territories, 
>.^,r~^^  and  admitted  htm  to  a  far  greater  share  in  thdr 
domestic  concerne  than  becomes  a  free  people 
ever  to  aHow  to  a  sovereign  prince.  They  ati- 
thorized  him,  in  case  of  any  disputes  among 
themselves,  to  assist  in  reducing  those  who 
might  be  refractory  to  the  decision  of  the  nra- 
jority.  The  count  not  long  after  encamped 
with  the  BerQCTs  before  the  castle  <rf  the  Baron 
of  Diessenberg,  who  had  annoyed  the  Baron 
Senn  of  Musingen  their  co-burgher  j  but  not 
thinHng  that  due  deference  was  pud  to  his 
rank  by  the  free-^oded  citizens,  he  abruptly 
quitted  the  camp,  gave  up  all  his  connections 
.with  the  Berners,  repaired  to  Friburg,  and  be- 
came a  burgher  of  that  city.  Other  lords,  espe- 
dally  those  of  Weissenburg  and  Gestelen,  and 
the  Count  of  Gruyeres,  three  of  the  taost  pow- 
erful nobles  in  the  Oberiand,  bore  aiso  impa- 
tiently the  restraint  they  experienced  from  the 
rising  power  of  Bernei  and  like  £veraid  of  Ky- 
burg  became  inimical  to  Jhe  city. 

These  animosities  soon  broke  out  into  actual 
hostihties  between  Berne  and  John  Baron  «f 
Weissenburg,  Prefect  ofHasli.  The  latter,  in 
.  '  order  to  provide  the  means  of  carrying  on  the 
war  with  vigour,  had,  in  the  name  of  the  em- 
pire, Md  an  additional  tax  on  the  people  of  that 
valley,  against  which  they,  being  unwilling  to 
bear 
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bear  theoppressive  innovation,  appealed  to  their  chap. 
neighboursof  Underwalden.  A  plan  was  im--^ji-t-w 
mediately'  concerted  between  them  to  compel. 
iiedreBS :  a  day  was  appoifited  on  which  the 
men  of  Hasii  were  to  advance  along  the  western 
borders  of  the  lake  of  Brienz,  whilst  the  Under- 
waiders  promised  to  descend  into  the  valley  of 
Habcheren,and  meet  them  at  Interlachen;  from 
whence  they  proposed  joindy  to  attack  the 
ndgbbouring  castle  of  Uspunen,  the  chief  resi- 
dence of  Weissenburg.  The  men  from  Hasli, 
fiill  of  ardour  and  impatience,  arrived  near  the 
castle  before  the  appointed  hour,  and  not  wholly 
unexpected,  and  were  easily  defeated  by  the 
baron:  eighteen  of  them  were  killed,  fifty  taken 
and  conSned  in  the  castle,  and  the  remainder 
returned  greatly  dismayed  Into  their  valley. 
The  Underwalders  approached  soon  after ;  but 
seeing  the  fatal  issue  of  the  projected  expedition, 
and  unwilUng  to  engage  in  open  war  with  the 
Imperial  Prefect,  they  quietly  returned  to  their 
mountains.  After  the  fifty  prisoners  had  been 
detained  upwards  of  two  years  at  U^unen,  the 
Landamman  of  Hasli  sent  to  the  burghers  of 
Berne,  to  conjure  them,  in  the  name  of  their 
well  known  magnaoumlty,  and  the  friendship 
that  had  long  subusted  between  the  two  people, 
to  aid  his  country  in  its  [vesent  emergency;  pro-  ^ 
ttoang  that,  if  efliectually  relieved,  his  people 
would 
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CHAP,  would  admit  none  but  the  dty  of  Berne  to  the' 
w~»-i-*  office  of  prefect  over  their  valley.  Berne  soon 
found  a  plau^ble  pretence,  and  marched  agunst 
Uspunen  :  the  castle  was  surrendered }  the  pri- 
soners released}  and  the  count  accepted  for  the 
prefecture  of  Hasli  the  sum  he  had  pud  for  it 
to  the  Emperor.  It  was  stipulated  that  the  cri- 
minal jurisdiction  in  this  valley  should  still  be 
administered  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor,  and 
that  the  people  should  continue  to  pay  him  an 
annual  retribution  ^  but  that  they  should  in  all 
hostile  attacks  espouse  the  cause  of  Berne.  The 
baron,  having  felt  the  impression  of  the  arms  of 
Berne,  willingly  became  a  co-burgher ;  and 
henceforth,  with  all  his  castles  and  dependendes, 
participated  in  the  fortunes  of  that  city.  To 
conquer  by  generosity  appeared  to  its  rulers 
the  surest  road  to  aggrandizement. 

i,.iceni»4T     Two  years  after  the  expedition  into  Italy* 

mitied  into  ^  ^  " 

the  confe,  jmd  bcforc  the  year  of  the  unsuccessful  attempt 
of  the  Underwalders  in  favour-  of  the  people  g£ 
-Hasli  had  expired,  were  the  three- Smss  cantons 
induced  to  admit  a  fourth  into  their  confede- 
'  racy.  The  descendants  of  King  Rudolph  had 
now  SO  totally  forsaken  the  maxims  by  whidi 
that  monarch  had  prospeved,  that  they  seemed 
on  all  occasions  inclined  to  pursue  a  conduct 
diametrically  opposite  to  that  which  usually  «!• 
dears  a  sovereign  to  his  people.  TTie  men  of 
Luccrn 
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Lucern  and  Claris,  waving  thdr  unquestionaUe  chap. 
privilege  of  never  marching  beyond  the  confines  <.^~y^ 
of  thdr  countries,  had  en^ged  in  the  late  wars  . 
of  the  dukes  of  Austria  againgt  the  King  of  the 
Germans:  they  signalized  their  zeal  and  prowe&s 
On  repeated  occasions ;  and  yet  at  the  condu* 
sion  of  a  peace,  the  dukes  neglected  to  pay 
them  thdr  stipulated  subsidies.  'These  wars, 
which  no  ways  concerned  them,  had  been  par- 
ticularly detrimental  to  the  merchants,  matiu- 
£acturers,  and  all  other  descriptions  of  the  people 
of  Lucern :  their  commerce,  particularly  into 
Italy,  was  impeded ;  they  were  compelled  to 
extend  and.  r»se  their  wails,  and  fortify  thdr 
towers ;  and  the  flower  of  thdr  youth  were  re- 
peatedly sacrificed  to  the  ambitious  deigns  of 
the  ra^;)adous  dukes.  The  deputies  they  occa- 
aonally  sent  to  request  the  confirmation  of 
their  charters,  or  to  demand  redress,  bdng  for 
the  most  part  nobles,  or  Austrian  vassals,  were 
more  soUdtous  to  ingratiate  themsdves  with 
the  soverdgns  than  to  benefit  the  dty.  These 
and  various  other  dq>ressing  drcumstances 
had  now  greatly  indisposed  the  minds  bf  the 
burghers,  when  a  mandate  came  from  court 
repro^ng  them  for  having  reduced  the  coin  of 
Zoffingen''  to  its  standard  value ;  commanding 

"  A  town  in  the  A^u,  dependant  on  the  house  of 
Haptburg. 

them 
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CHAP,  them  to  restore  it  to  its  former  rate ;  and,  a» 
'  the  exigencies  of  the  times  required  coneider- 
able  supplies,  ordering  an  increase  of  their  an* 
nual  contribution. 

The  burghers,  unaccustomed  to  such  pereaip-' 
tory  edicts,  met  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  and 
lamented  the  downfat  of  their  ancient  and  once 
prosperous  state.  After  much  deliberation,  they 
at  length  agreed  to  apply  to  the  Swiss  canton^ 
for  a  cessation  of  arms.  They  deemed  it  un- 
necessary to  apply  to  the  dukes  f6r  thdr  con- 
currence in  this  measure,  being  well  apprized;, 
that  among  the  rights  the  ancestors  of  these 
despots  had  purchased  from  the  abbey  of  Mur- 
bach,  there  were  none  which  authorized  its  ad- 
vocates to  compel  the  peojde  of  Lucern  to  ruin- 
ous wars,  and  to  extort  from  them  exorbitant 
contributions.  The  Swiss,  impressed  with  the 
equity  of  these  motives,  readily  agreed  to  a 
twenty  years  armistice.  This  bold  step  on  the 
part  of  the  burghers  alarmed  the  nobles,  the 
constant-  opposers  of  all  independence  except 
their  own,  and  induced  them  to  collect  forces 
from  the  Argau ;  and  to  endeavour,  under  pre- 
tence of  certain  feiidal  services,  to  introduce 
them  into  (lie  city,  and  there  to  seize  on  the 
tnost  (^noxious  among  the  burghers.  The 
Baron  of  Ranishwag  Castellain  of  Rotenburg,'* 

'*  A  town  and  caslU  not  above  five  miles  from  Lucem. 

asseoibled 
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usembted  three  hundred  horsemeD,  and  ted  chap. 
them  in  tlie  night  under  the  walb  of  the  city :  wry-^ 
but  the  burghers,  aware  of  the  resentment  they 
hid  proroked  by  their  late  daring  act,  guarded 
their  gates,  and- when  the  troop  presoited  itself, 
su&red  only  the  baroaand  a  few  of  Ub  attend- 
ants to  eater.  Ramshwag,  seeing  tbat  bo  means 
ware  left  him  bat  those  of  remoastraocc,  -and 
t^at  the  majority  in  fevour  of  thclate  truce 
aniounted  nearly  to  unanimity,  withdrew,  and 
ted  out  with  him  all  those  who  ei^^  thou^t 
thimsdvcs  unsafe  Within  theclty,  Civ  it'hb  wish- 
ed to  dis[^a/ their  unbounded 'tfcal  for  the  Au- 
striMi  interest;    The  clt^ns  soon  after  held  a  , 

general  assembly ;'  awd  rest^vsd,  in  ord^  to  sr- 
cure  Iblhemselvea  and  their  posterity  theri^ts 
they  hkd  never  forfeited,  to  demand  admisaon 
into  the  leaigue  of  theSwiss  confederxtes-.thesc 
held  a  tneeting^  and  in  the  tWeoty-fifth  year 
after  thfey  had  themselves  boldly  asserted  their 
indepmdence, 'they,  without  fear  or  hesitation, 
admitted  Lucern  into  their  union  as  a  founh  1333, 
canton. 

Neither  of  the  contracting  parties  lost  sight 
in  this  importafit  transaction  of  the  moet  rigid 
dictates  of  justice ;  they  confirmed  all  the  pri* 
vileges,  jurisdictions,  and  feudal  prerogatives,  ''' 

of  the  house  of  Austria^     The  municiiial  go- 
vernment of  Lucem  continued  as  before  to 
,      be 
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CHAP,  be  administered  by'  a  coundl  conustiog  solely 
'  of  burghers,  muiy-of  whom  were  nobles.    It 
vzs  also  agreed,  *  that  no  one  as  a  confederate 
*■  be  ever  favoured,  or  any  ways  exonerated,  in 

*  judicial  prosecutions:  that  every  iodivtdaal 
*-  be  witlumt  exception  aroeoiUe  to  the  niagis- 
f  tcate  ot  his  district :  that  if  In  father  of  the 

*  cantons  a  man  should  be  fotind  guilty  of  a 

*  capital  draile,  officiaL  notke  thereof  be  given 

*  to  the  other  cantons  j  and  that  should  the  con- 
f  vict  escape;  none  of  iIk'  confeden^es  should 

*  afford  lata  either  shdter  or  sustenance :  that 
'  if  (human  nature  being  fr^)  a  misunderstand. 

*  ing  should,  ever  Arise  between  the  three  Swiss 
■*  cantt^s,  LutExa  should,  itf  it  could  not  prevul 
'by friendly :expo6tolatiop,  side.with  the  two 
,'  that  shall  b&  unuiiftious :  that  should  any 

*  foreign  or  dome^ic  foe  ever  disturb  the  peace 
■f.  of  either  of,  the  four  tiantons,  so,  as  t$  induce 
■f:  itb  chief  ma^strate  to  declare  that  the  inter- 
.*  ventioaof,  Ae  othencantons  was  become  ne- 

*  ccss»ry,.all.thc  confederates  sliould  jointly  as- 
'  sist  in  procuring  redress,  each  exerting  his  ut- 
'  most  efforts,  hazarding  his  life  and  property, 
'  and  decaying  all  the  expences  he  may  incur  in 
<  defendingthe  common  cause;  and  that  should 
/any  confederate  vicdate  this  sacred  union,  he 

*  shall  be  ever  after  considered  as  an  outcast  and 
,*  a  trdtor.'  ■■■  < 
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The  duke's  vassals  in  the  vicbit^r  of  Luceni    chap. 
having  publicly  avowed  their  enmity  i^nst  the  ^.o-A.. 
whole  body  <rf  confederates,  compelled  by  re^  ■*"""' 
peated  depredations  the  pe<^le  of  Lucem  to^J^t 
confine  themselves  wholly  within  their  walls,     >3». 
and  even  to  forego  the  profits  of  thdr  lands  in 
the  adjacent  country.    Irritated  by  these  losses 
and  vexations,  the  burghers  resolved  to  retaliate 
by  invading  the  Ai^u.    llie  Castellam  of  Ro 
tenburg,  who  was  soon  ^prized  of  this  intent 
(for  civil  wars  have  ever  abounded  in  traitors), 
ci^ected  a  force  and  watched  their  motions: 
he  observed  their  disorderiy  march  akmg  the 
Reuss,  »nd  over  the  heights  towards  the  lake  of 
Zug,  and  suddenly  falling  upon  them  .slew  all 
those  who  had  strayed  from  the  banner ;  but 
two  hundred  Schwitzen,  who  came  down  the 
lake  to  share  in  the  intended  predatory  war, 
hanring  reached  them  at  thi^  instant,  they  jointly 
tookln^  vengeance  on  theenemy,  prosecuted 
the  expedition,  and  ot^ained  the  redress  they 
had  resolved  to  compel, 

:    The  nobles  hereupon  ftn-med  a  con^iracy  for  a  cwup:* 
destroying  in  one  night  all  the  friends  of  the  ^" 
confederacy,  and  surrendering  the  dty  to  the 
officers  of  the  dukes.    The  conqiiratorsmet  in 
the  night  of  the  festival  of-St.  Peter  and  Faul,'» 
in  a  remote  arcade  near  the  lake.    A  boy  acd- 

■  _.  '»Jttiw29,  ■ 

dentally 
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ciMrj  dentallf  averheatd  aU  tliac  passed'  at  this  as- 
I  stiki\Af:  he  wkr  discovered;  but  thdse  blood- 
'tbirsty  hMti^-who  -w«r«  preparing  ^b  mnrder 
'  thbiaands,  coald  not'  prtaxi  apoa  thenisdves 
to'sscrifice.  this  yoitfh  to  their  otvh:  safety v 
they  evdit'omitted  to  secure  him,  zndt<nitented 
tbemidves  with  taking  his  oath  thaxke  would 
itOti.'speak  to  any>  of  their  adversuies.  No 
sednerhad^  he  escaped  from  their  bands,  than 
fae  ^de 'privately  into  the  club-room,  of  the 
butcbeis;  where  some  of  them,  were  metat  playr 
and,  .addreGsing  himself  to  >th&  stove^  related 
wher^  and  Cor  what  piupose  a  number  cf  armed 
meniveceat'that  instant  assembled,  aiidas^;ii* 
ed  thereisoii  why  he  did  not  divulge  the.mattd: 
to  any.  livii^  person. .  The  but<±hei-s  iastened 
tolBpprise -the. macerates  of  the  c(>ni^it'acyj 
^ndtbewholrjchy -wa&instintly  tnai-mg.t  Umi 
kld6r4,seiiing.Jtheip  pUn  defeatbJ,  etHteayoiired 
to  iscocealij^emsdvcs ;  but  sevend  of  tfaem  wer« 
Ke(it|g8i8til>by:their'Wea^ns,,or.  by  the;  badge 
of  a  red  sleeve,  by  which  they  had  >  agreed'  to 
-  diatittgiu^  themsehmi'  They  were:  conducted 
., to.-p>isoi!L;:.and  mesien^rs. were  immectiately 
^spatchdd  across  the  lake,  who  brought  three 
hundncd  confederates  <  from  the  valleys,  with 
whose  iidc.the  tranqiullity  of  the  city  was'  efiec- 
tually  reAored.-  The  administratioii  of  public 
afiairs,  which  till  then  had  chiefly  centred  in  a 
.■     :  '  few 
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few  patrician  families,  was  now  transferred  to  chap. 
a  grand  council  of  three  hundred  respcctaUe  •^^-v-w 
burghers  j  but  .the  power  of  levying  taxes,  of 
ordering  pubHc  purchases  or  alienaticms^of  mak- 
ing war  or  peace,  and  of  forming  al^nces,  was 
vested  in  the  community  at  large.  By  the  wise 
and  humane  interposition  of  the  three  confe- 
deijite  cantons,  not  one  of  the  conspirators  was 
put  to  death,  nor  even  legally  deprived  of  hk 
franchise,  or  excluded  from  the  public  offices 
of  the  dty.  Gratitude  as  well  as  fear  might 
have  softened  thdr  disappointed  rage,  were  not 
wealth  more  frequently  combined  with  insa- 
tiable ambition  than  with  true  generosity.  ■ 

A  war  with  Rhsetia,  whose  nobles,  instigated  Ptagien 
no  doubt  by  the  friends  of  Austria,  had  com-  uaiy. 
mitted  frequent  depredations  on  the  frontiers 
of  the  cantons,  led  the  banner  of  Uri  into  the 
vale  of  Urseren,  where  it  met  the  men  of  Di- 
sentis ;  who,  in  defiance  of  the  avowed  privi- 
leges  of  the  people  of  that  valley  not  to  inter- 
fere in  naghbouring  contests,  had  been  sent  to 
shilt  the  pass  against  the  Swiss.  The  forces  of 
the  abbot  were  defeated,  and  thdr  leader  was 
taken  prisoner:  whereupon Francbino  Rusconi, 
who  had  recently  usurped  the  supremacy  zi 
■  Como,  granted  to  the  people  of  Urseren,  and 
of  the  four  cantons,  an  absolute  exemption 
from 
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CHAP,   froin  all  fedU  both  in  his  dty,  and .  throughout 

v.i>-v^  the  pass  of  BelUnzona. 

A^«r»i       The  Dukes  Albert  and  Otho,  cither  exhaust- 

tjDo.  '^'  ed  by  thdr  Bohemian  and  other  wars,  or  fa- 
vourably inclined  by  the  moderation  displayed 
bythe-people  of  Lucernon  their  late  reception 
into  the  Swiss  confederacy,  not  only  abstained 
from  all  hostile  attempts  in  these  parts,  hut 
even  consented  to  a  general  pacification,  during 
which  it  was  agreed  that  all  matters  relating  to 
the  cantons  should  be  amicably  adjusted.  A 
i*M.  charge  was  meanwhile  brought  before  the  Em- 
peror, relating  to  the  admission  of  Lucern  into 
•  the  confederacy,  in  which  the  Swiss  were  taxed 
with  having  abetted  rebellious  subjects  against 
thdr  lawful  soverdgn.  Ihe  cause  was  referred 
to  eight  arbitrators  selected  from  the  dttes  of 
Zunc,  Berne,  and  Basle  :  who,  having  adcnow- 
ledged  the  harmless  tendency  of  the  confede- 
racy, agreed  upon  an  impartial  awards  which 
'  was  ratified  by  the  Emperor ;  and  peace  was  at 
length  restored  to  the  four  forest  cantons  and 
all  the  countries  with  which  they  held  any  in- 
tercourse. 

An  in-  Instances  of  maenanimity  occur  so  seldom  in 

*woce  of,  .^,.,.  ... 

gwermitr.  the  annals  of  mankind,  that  every  historian, 

not  wholly  devoid  of  generous  feelings,  must 

rqt^ce  whenever  his  subject  leads  him  to  some 

striking 
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Striking  example  of  true  benevolence  and  dUSn.'  chap. 
terested  virtue.  The  burghers  of  Soleure  had  *-*'v-*> 
during  the  warm  contests  for  the  imperial 
throne,  espoused  the  cause  of  Lewis  of  Bavaria, 
and  thereby  incurred  the  indignation  of  the 
house  of  Austria.  Duke  Leopold  advanced  ^(isib.) 
with  a  powerful  army,  bedeged  their  town, 
and  threatened  its  extirpation.  A  violent  foil 
of  rain  brought  on  a  sudden  inundation,  which, 
besides  destroying  all  the  stores,  engines,  and 
implements  of  the  besiegers,  endangered  a 
wooden  bridge  they  had  constructed  for  the 
sake  of  a  communication  between  different 
parts  of  the  camp:  the  duke  had  postal  a-  great 
number  of  men  upon  it,  who,  in  order  to 
steady  it  against  the  impetuosity  of  the  torrent, 
had  loaded  it  with  great  heaps  of  stones.  This* 
precaution  however  proved  ineffectual;  the 
bridge  gave  way,  and  the  men  were  perishing 
in  the  stream.  The  burghers  at  this  disastrous 
moment  forgot,  their  enmity,  took  to  their 
boats,  and  at  the  imminent  danger  of  thor  own 
lives,  hastened  to  the  reUef  of  their  perishing 
'  antagonists:  they  saved  the  greatest  number  of 
them,  fed  them,  cheered  them,  and  sent  them 
back  to  the  camp.  The  duke  hereupon,  at- 
tended by  thirty  knights,  came  to  the  walls, 
and  desired  to  be  admitted  on  friendly  terms. 
On  being  honourably  received,  he  granted  a 
b^ner 
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CHAP,  banoer  to  the  burghers  as  a  token  of  perfect  te- 
s^-'T^  ^ODciliatioB,  wd  declared  that  their  generosity 
hadcompletely  vanquished  his  resentment.  None 
pf  his  wars  ever  terminated  5o  much  to  his  ad- 
van  t^.  - 
State  of  the  The  further  the  people  of  Helvetia  extended 
(CuhiX  their  commerce  into  Italy,  Gerpuny,  France, 
*^'^  and  Handws,  the  more  did  they  exert  them- 
selves in  the  improvement  both  of  tbdr  lands 
Mid  maimfacturra  ;  and  the  convents  in  parti- 
cular continued  to  extend  cultivation  to  the 
remotest  parts  of  the  most  barren  Alps.  Many 
religious  foundations  of  great  extent,"  took 
theic  rise  from  the  fervent  and  undissem- 
Wed  devotion  of  these  times.  The  wealthy 
barons  knew  of  no  better  way  to  insure  eternal 
•felirity»  and  to  perpetuate  their  memory,  than 
by  founding  masses,  and  ordering  the  comme- 
moration of  the  days  of-  their  deaise.  The 
monks  on  these  days  held  a  feast,  and  fed  the 
,  poor  of  the  vicinity  :  many  of  them  cultivated 
with  their  own  hands  spots  which,  without  thdr 
labours,  would  long  have  continued  barren : 
they  likewise  kept  schools ;  .and  (though  often 
restrained  by  their  secular  patrons)  ever  and 
cheerfully  practised  the  duties  of  hospitality. 

*"  Val-Sainte  above  Corbieres,  La  Fart-Dieu  near 
Gniyeres ;  both  C;irthusian  convent?  of  considerable  ex- 
tent :  and  several  others. 

The 
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The  liides  and  wool  of  the  flocks  were  ma*  chap. 
nufactured  at  Berne  and  Friburg ;  insomuch,  -_*-v-^ 
that  at  the  time  when  England  and  Venice  es-f^^,- 
ported  their  raw  wool,  these  cities  had  a  con* 
siderable  trade  in  cloths,  which  a  Fleming  had 
taught  them  to  dye.  The  rest  of  their  com- 
merce consisted  chieSy  in  iron,  horses,  cattle, 
and  falcons,  which  they  exchanged  for  spices 
and  the  fruits  of  the  southern  climates :  but 
except  these  few  articles,  and  some  silks  from 
Zuric,  linens  from  St.  Gailen,  and  the  trifling 
exports  of  some  other  towna,  this  country  had 
by  no  means  stained  the  great  line  of  com- 
merce for  which,  from  its  situation,  and  the 
coincident  circumstances  of  Europe,  it  seems  to 
have  been  peculiarly  adapted. 

Arncdd  of  Brescia  had  two  centuries  before  CR«''«''«>-)  ^ 
this  era  already  weakened  the  ascendency  of 
the  clergy  in  the  greatest  part  of  Helvetia;  and 
their  influence  guned  no  ground  by  the  severity 
they  practised  in  the  Uchtland,"  where  they 
caused  some  pious  vi^onaries  to  be  burnt  alive. 
The  people  in  gener^  were  countenanced  in 
thnr  disregard  of  the  secular  clergy  by  the 
Franciscan  friars,  who  *  under  the  guidance  of 
learned  leaders  were  not  afraid  to  arnugn  even 
the  head  of  the  church.  This  mendicant  sodety 
had  acquired  such  &vour  among  all  ranks  of 
men  as  excited  the  jealousy  of  every  other  order.  ^ 

VOL.  I.  u  The 
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CHAP.  The  influence  of  the  higher  clergy  meanwhile 
Kjf-v-^  diminished  sensibly :  the  ecclesiastical  govern- 
ment of  St.  Gallen  had  in  several  contested 
elections  become  feeble,  odlods,  and  oppressive; 
and  its  influence  was  in  general  much  circum- 
scribed by  the  powerful  lords  and  burghers.  A 
great  part  of  Christendom  learnt,  with  little 
surprise  and  not  the  least  resentment,  that  a 
(issa)  dignified  prelate,  sent  from  Rome  to  publish 
the  papal  excommunication  against  the  Emperor 
Lewis,  had  been  led  by  the  burghers  of  Basle  to 
the  highest  part  of  their  city  near  the  minster, 
and  thence  cast  headlong  into  the  Rhine,  where 
he  actually  perished :  nor  was  it  thought  an 
coormous'  impiety  in  the  burghers  of  Zuric, 
who  on  the  same  occasion  of  the  excommuni- 
,  -  cation  of  the  Emperor,  when  the  clergy  were 
prohibited  to  celebrate  any  religious  functions 
or  ceremonies,  were  so  little  dismayed  at  this 
inhibition,  that  they  lived  eighteen  years  with- 
out any  service,  except  what  was  perforiped  by 
the  Franciscans. 
(In  gtae.  Jf  wc  considcr  attentively  the  ardupus  strug- 
gles of  the  forest  cantons  for  the  m^ntenance 
oftteir  own  independence,  and  the  privileges 
of  their  neighbours ;  the  martial  spirit  of  the 
city  of  Berne  ;"  the  successful  energy  of  Zuric; 

"  The  Beriiers,  in  a  quarrel  they  had  with  the  Count  of 

Kj burg  and  tlie  city  of  Friburg,  took  and  demolished  the 

castle 
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and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  strenuous  efforts  of  chap. 
Austria  and  Savoy  '*  for  their  own  aggrandize-  v>-v^ 
ment :  if  we  conteropkte  tbe  progressive  state 
of  industry,  the  frequent  civil  commotions,  the 
rising-dtsseAslonsin'thechufch^andthedUtracted 
state  of  the  empire,  we  shall  not  be  wholly  un- 
prepared for  the  revoiution  that  soon  after  took 
place  at  Zurlc,  the  imminent  but  in  the  end  be- 
neficial danger  of  Berne,  and  the  spirited  parti- 
cipation of  the  forest  cantons  in  the  great  events 
of  those  important  times. 

castle  in  tbe  strong  pass  of  Gumminen,  Laodshut,  and 
other  placet)  and  greatly  lignalized  their  prowess  en  va- 
lious  other  occasions. 

"  The  factioDS  in  the  restless  and  ungovernable  city  of 

Geneva,  facilitated  to  the  Count  of  Savoy  the  acquisition 

'  -  of  sundry  catties  and  domains,  near  and  within  its  walls ; 

this  count  continued  also  to  extend  bis  power  both  in  rite 

Valai^;  and- the  Pays  de  Vaud. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  vin. 

Revaluthn  at  Zuric.     War  efZ^ufen. 
Chaf.    YT  is  a  fact,  perhaps  no  less  inexplicable  than 
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-  true,  that  among  the  many  free  constituticms 
tSec^-  which  owed  thrir  origin  to  the  virtue  and  wis- 
zil^°"  "'  ^'^^  °^  angle  legislators,  few  have  subsisted  for 
any  length  of  time;  while  those  which  have 
continued  for  ages  have  in  general  been  brought 
to  their-state  of  maturity  not  by  any  premedi- 
tated plan,  nor  by  the  predominant  al»lities  or 
ambition  of  individuals,  but  by  the  slow  pro- 
gress of  gradual  emendations,  adapted  to  and 
arising  out  of  the  occasicaial  emergendes  of  the* 
times.'  Such  is  to  this  day  the  British  polity, 
which  in  its  progressive  improvemients  has  for 
centuries  been  the  admiration  and  envy  of  less 
fortunate  nations ;  and  such  was  the  Helvetic 
Confederacy,  which  but  for  the  perfidy  andsu- 
pineness  of  some  of  its  members,  and  the  exor- 

'  Since,  »s  has  often  been  experienced,  one  man  of  an 
ardent  mind  and  sinister  views  may  in  an  instant  subvert  d 
government  raised  by  the  sober  wisdom  and  progressive 
efforts  of  many  generations,  howcautiousought  men  to  be 
in  listening  to^pecious  plans  of  ostensible  reforms,  the  real 
tendency  of  which  is  seldom  known  to  those  who  are  prin- 
(>|riSy  intUrit mental  in  the  cpnvulsion ! 

hitant 
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bltant  prcpondcrancy  of  a  rapacious  conqueror,  chap. 
would,  with  a  few  seasonable  amendments,  still  ^.^-y-^ 
subsbc  a  monument  of  the  wisdom  and  mode- 
ration of  a  brave  and  honest  people.  Such  a 
^^}gressive  change  in  its  form  of  government 
did  Zuric  experience  at  this  .period ;  in  the  ef- 
fecting of  which  the  passive  acquiescaice  of  the 
peofde  bad  a  far  greater  share  than  the  daring 
audacity  of  an  artful  and  aspiring  demagogue.  ' 

The  supreme  power  at  Zuric  was  shared  be-  state  of 
tween  the  Emperor  and  the  people;  the  former  viou*  to  it. 
by  his  prefect  administered  criminal  justice ; 
and  the  people  were  represented  bjr  a  council, 
in  whom  was  vested  the  legislative  powj^r :  the' 
avoyer,  chosen  by  the  lady  abbess,  decided  all 
civil  causes  y  and  the  bailiffs  of  the  two  abbeys 
held  courts  for  all  cases  that  related  to  their 
wide  domains.  The  bui^hers  were  assembled 
by  thetoll.of  agreat  bdlin  a  public  walk,*  and 
there  deliberated  on  the  great  concerns  of  the 
dty :  they  decreed,  in  case  of  a  conteited  elec- 
tion to  the  empire,  which  king  should  be  ac- 
knovriolged  bythecityt  they  determined  whe- 
ther an  advocate  should  be  appointed;  whether 
war  should  be  declared;  whether  new  clauses' 
should  be  added  to  thdr  original  compact  -.3 

*  A  mall  planted  with  lime  ti«ett  called  the  ZJpfleahffff 
at  tbe  highest  pan  nf  the  citj. 

>  Thi|  code  was  called  the  Siehleirieyt, 

and 
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CHAP,  and  here  they  also  rezuhted  the  weitrhts,  mea- 
VIIL  ...        '   t  ■  •  ™^ 

it^-v-^v'  Gures,  and  prices  of  provisions.    They  were 

coQveoed  once  in  four  numtbs  for  the  purpose 
of  electing  the  coundl,^  which  consisted  of 
twelve  •  nobles  and  four-and-twcnty  burghers, 
who  were  divided  into  three  rotas,  each  of 
which  administered  the  affairs  of  -government 
during  four  months.  In  most  cases  they  exert- 
ed the  right  of  reviling  the  sentences  of  the 
avoyer^  and  even  of  the  imperial  prelect.  An 
intimate  union  was  the  main  object  of  thas  con- 
stitutioB  ;  and  hcncc^  though  some  guifds  were 
tjOlerated- to  promote  the  progress  of  certun 
trades,:  yet,  aware  of  the  pemidoua  effects  of 
poftlal'  intorests  and  limited  connections,  they 
prdained  that  whoever  should  attempt  to  estab- 
lish ^n,  exclusive  society  or  corporation,  ahduld 
be  fined  t<;n  ii^I^.  of  silyer^  and  have  his  bouse 
raaed.to.the  ground.  'Whenever  two  barkers 
persisted  in  a  contest,  they  were  both. sent  out 
of  the'  city*  A  great  part  of  the  city  having 
been  bupi^  by  the  heedlessness  of  a  baker ,5  an 
order  :>vas  i»u.ed,  that  the  ovens  should  never 
have  wocdW  dooraj  and  a  fire-poHce  was  est^! 
lished  wbi(;h  -annually  inspected  whether  the 

*  Tlie  burghers,  at  these  meetings,  had  the  option  of 
electing  a  new  rot3,  or  of  only  filling  up  the  vacancies- 
J  In  1280. 

houses 
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Many  began  now  to  build  with  stone. 
■  PubHc  oantributions  were  then  already  levied, 
but  they.iVere  moderate^  and  the  greatest  eco- 
KiTBiY  pKvailed  in  the  expenditure.  The  nobles 
and-fuCKSts  wete  exempted  from  certain  dues  to 
tiie  empiri  j  but  towards  the  exigencies  of  the 
^ate.andthe  escise  imposed  on  various  arti- 
cles of  coosutnptian,  all  paid  alike.  An  assassin 
was  takeri  by  force  out  of  the  house  even  of  a 
priest ;  but  no  one,  not  even  a  senator,  would 
venture  into  the  house  of  a  burgher,  until  the 
latter  had  refused  to  surrender  the  culprit.  In 
aM  personal  contests  the  magistrates,  in  order 
to  prevent  thtf  dangerous  effects  of  private  re- 
venge and  of  sudden  gusts  of  passion,  interpos- 
ed without  delay.  The  laws  concerning  pro- 
perty were  fully  explicit,  and  most  of  them  po- 
gitive. ^  Markets  were  appointed;  and  severe 
laws  were  enacted  against  forestallers,  and  adul- 
terators of  wineor  other  provisions.  Al!  houses 
of  public  resort  were  ordered  to  be  shut  at  the 
Gecond  evening  bell:  hduses  of  prostitution  were 
^together  suppressed.*  Men  loved  to  meet  in 
cosvivial  parties,  to  play  at  draughts  and  dice; 
but  noisy  revds  were  obviated  by  various  regula- 
tions: the  number  of  guests  and  even  musicians' 

*  Prost!tatesbeforethU  were  enjoined' to  w«ar  red  caps. 
7  Two  fiddlertt  two  baoiboyi,  and  two  lingers. 
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CHAP,  at  weddings  was  for  this  reison  Umited  by  Uw. 
•  The  great  concourse  of  strangcra,  the  l^are 
derived  from  opuleoce,  and  the  haUtt  of  social 
intercourse,  soon  expanded  the  minds,  aod  in- 
duced a  taste  for  works  of  &ncy  and  the  elegant 
arts.  The  name  of  the  senator  Roger  Mwesic, 
a  patron  of  literature,  has  survived  those  of  all 
his  colleagues ;  and  both  his  town-house  and 
country  seat  were  the  resort  of  all  whom  ge- 
nius and  erudition  had  raised  aimve  the  vulgar: 
he  left  behind  him  a  selection  of  tlie  songs  of 
more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  minnesingers;* 
who  chiefly  in  his  time  had  enlivened  the  courts 
of  many  princes,  cheered  the  solitary  castles 
and  hamlets  among  the  Alps,  and  often  soothed 
the  turbulent  passions  of  haughty  barons,  no 
less  ferocious  in  their  anger  than  the  tigers 
£)ncc  tamed  by  the  lyre  of  Orpheus.  Refine, 
luent  was  spreading  through  all  ranks,  and  the 
sciences  were  making  rapid  progress,  when  in- 
ordinate passions  and  contentious  arrogance 
once  more  prevailed  i  and  the  Muses  who  had 
strayed  to  these  mountains,  far  higher  and 
more  romantic  than  their  once  favoured  Par- 
nassus, ^in  fled  to  heaven,  and  left  theworld 
to  dark  polemics^  ischotastic  jargon,  and  the  per* 
version  of  reason. 


*  Lately  poWiAed  \j  Bodtner. 

Such 
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■    Such  were  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and   chap, 
the  manners  at  Zuric,  one  hundred  and  eighteen  v^-^^ 
years  after  the  death  of  the  fifth  Berthold  of  Z^  S^^-. 
ringen,  the  last  who  had  exerted  a  sovereign  ""','^, 
6way  over  the  city ;  when  its  rulers,  as  if  their 
assemblies  had  now  become  decrepid  through 
age,  yielded  to~  a  convulsion  which  in  the  end 
proved  fatal  to  their  authority.    Those  who 
were  least  in  power  complained  loudly,  *  that 
'  the  public  cause  was  sacrificed  to  private  in- 

*  terest  i  that  the  lives,  honour  and  property 

*  of  the  burghers  were  no  longer  protected  ; 

*  that  the  public  funds  were  profiiselylavishfd } 
'  and  that  no  accounts  were  rendered  of  the 

*  expenditure :  that  the  proud '  senators  who 

*  ruled  the  state  scarcely  condescended  to  listen 

*  to  the  people,  and  that  their  matincrs  were  at 

*  all  times  sullen  and  overbearing ;  that  thett 

*  decrees  were  arbitrary ;  and  that  they  had  pro- 
'  nounced  unjust  sentences  respecting  some  im< 

*  perial  fief^,  to  the  great  detrimoit  of  sevet;^ 
f  illustrious  ^milies.'  9    'llie  chief  among  these 

'  These  charges  do  not  Appear  to  bars  been  founded  $. 
bvt  similar  ones  niiiy  be  fiade  in  the  beu-go*erne<I  ttatet, 
and  however  false  will  find  abundance  of  believers.  The 
flit  practised  on  this  occasion  of  extending  the  grievancet 
to  the  imperial  dependencies  is  manifest  {  lincff  it  could 
not  fail  to  gain  to  the  party,-  at  least  the  ctumlvancet  if 
not  the  concBireace,  of  the  empire. 

agitators 
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CHAP,   agitators  was  Rudolph  Brun,  a  man  of  subtle 

'u'-.^  parts,  in  the  prime  of  life,  rich,  and  himself  a 

Beoator.     '  Our  free  city,'   he  exclaimed,  *  ii 

*  sinking  into  intolerable  servitude  :  I  who  am 
'  wedded  to  the  cause  of  my  oppressed  fieUow- 

*  citizens,  am  for  that  reason  held  in  abhorrence 

*  by  the  senators.    You  dtizeas  who  by  your 

*  numbers,  your  am^e  fortunes,  and  intrepid  - 

*  spirit,  have  the  whole  city  in  your  power  ; 

*  you  who  have  nothing  to  fear  may,  with  mo- 

*  derate  efforts,'  save  your  country  and  preserve 

*  your  laws :  if  you  hold  together,  you  will  go* 

*  vei'n  the  state  far  better  than  your  present 

*  haughty  rulers;  and  if  you  are  firmly  resolved 

*  to  assert  the  freedom  which  is  your  birthright; 

*  I  am  ready  to  stand  by  you,  and  to  sacrifice 

*  my  life  and  fortune  in  your  cause.' '°  Many 
krltattd,  because  some  senator  might  at  times 
not  have  .paid  them  due  deference  ;'«)me  ag- 
grieved by  a  particular  tax,  whi(;h  they  hence 
thought  superfluous  and  oppressive;  numbers 
iiHiO)  having  been  cast  in' law-smts,  arraigned 
the  justice  of  the  magistrate;  all  who  had 
^thing  to  expect  from  the  old,  but -looked  (or 
great  advantages  from  a  new  administration ; 

"*  This  speeck  ii  in  miiny  respects  so  ^sular  to  one  de- 
lirered  on  the  IQth  of  Sept.  1707,  at  a  club  in  Londosi 
that  it  ii  necesuty  16  declare  that  the  above  is  a  falthfid 
version  of  MuUer's  Gennan  text,  piiutcd  in  1786. 

n<^ 
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ijot^fcw  from-the  mere  ties  of-  friendship  or  to«i  tM^^P* 
ojr  novelty;  ,;^nd  every  profligate  and  audacious  ^ 
mlscreanc  who,  because  a  government  controb 
bis  perpicious  incUnatlons,  is  ever  studious  to 
efiea  ^s  downfall;  all  these  ^ided  vpith  Brup, 
^nd  though  their  numbers  were  formidable^  yet 
their  proj^ts  eluded  the  vigilance  of. «he  senate,- 
Secrecy  x>n  these  occasions  adds  greatly  to  the 
consciousness  of  self-importance.    - 

On  die  $rst  day  of  May,  whtn  the  term  of  fhe 
first  rota  of  the  year  was  expired,  .the  burgh vi 
npetjp  mpr^  than  usual  numbers,  aod  the  next 
rota  :prQsen):ed  itself  for  their .  confirmation. 
One  of  (hfi  people  hereupon  came  forward,  and 
demanded  that.the  public  dccoimts  for  this  and 
some  preceding  years  be  laid  before  a.  meeting', 
of  the  burghers ; .  and  some  of  the  Senators  o£ 
the. second  rota,  friends  of  Brun,  stood  up  and 
declared  their  approbation  of  the  '  demand. 
ThosQ  of  the  former  rota,  struck  with  astonish' 
ment,  could  urge  nothing  in  t^ejr  own  behdf,' 
faiut  that  dangerous  .innovatigim*  vere  aeditat- 
ing,  and  called  the  rest  of.  tlk'e  stoate  to  tfarar 
assistance..;  BcMn  saw  their  weakness,  and,  as 
becQmes^every.poptilax.  Ipjtde?  at  the  beginmng^ 
of  an  insurrection,  made  a  -g;r^at  display  of  can* 
dour  and  moderation.  Tj^ieisefiat^iivas  allowed 
to  withdraw,  and  to  deliberate  at  leisure  on  the 
request  of  tht;  coi^imBnity.  -Few  ma^strates 
who 


ov  Google 


jlS  THE  SiSTORy  OP 

chap;  who  ^n<^  their  days  in  courts  or  council  drtm^ 
>-i^%^  bers  acquire  a  sufficiott  knofi'ledge  of  the  people 
they  govern  j  the  experience  upon  vliich  they 
pride  thcatselves  relates  chiefly  to  the  formali. 
ties  of  office.  The  senators  of  Zuric  looked 
upon  this  attempt  as  a  momentary  gtut,  which 
would  soon  stibside  of  its  own  accord,  and,  bang 
incapably  of  strong  decisive  measures,  resolved 
to  temporize. 

BruD  observed  their  feeble  conduct  during 
six  weeks,  and  then  caused  it  to  be  insinuated 
to  the  pe(^>le  that  the  senate  mocked  them. 
Accordingly  on  the  next  festival  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist  great  crowds  of  burghers  met  at  the 
lower  bridge  near  the  town-house,  where  the 
great  council  was  assembled^  and  with  loud 
murmurs  (Bnin  had  so  contrived  it)  called  for 
Redress.  The  senators  were  terrified  :  three  of 
them  declared  for  the  people )  and  seventeen, 
with  one-and-twenty  of  their  friends,  fled  has- 
tily out  of  the  dty;  and  thus  by  a  mere  well- 
'  timed  menace  was  the  whole  magistracy  at 
ouoe  dispersed.  The  people  hereupon  declared 
their  intention  to  ponkh  all  those  who  had  be- 
trayed their  trust ;  tnd  in  the  meanwhile  com- 
mitted the  ^ministration  of  tlie  city  to  those 
senators  ot  the  first  rOta  who  had  remuned  be- 
hind. 
The  Tdiole  cbmmunity  soon  alter  this  held 
an 
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an  extraordinary  meeting,  at  which  all  charges  chap. 
against  the  former  administration  having  been  ■..^^^-^ 
'discussed  itnd  loudly  reprobated,  it  was  decreed, 

*  that  the  public  accounts  be  demanded  of  all 
'  the  rotas ;  that  the  present  form  of  govern- 

*  ment  be  reformed ;  and  that  meanwhile  Ru- 

*  dolph  Brun  should  be  invested  wlt^  the  su- 

*  preme  authority.'  All  the  senators  upon  this 
fled,  and  proved  that  they  possessed  no  other 
fHgnity  but  that  which  they  derived  from  their 
offices. 

After  three  weeks  twenty-four  of  the  exiles, 
prompted  by  their  solicitude  for  their  property, 
demanded  safe  conducts  and  a  hearing.  They 
appeared  befbre  the  people  on  the  first  Sunday 
in  August  i  but  none  seem  to  have  known  how 
to  revive  the  veneration  and  love  that  had  long 
been  cherished  for  the  constitution,  or  how  to 
appeal  to  their  past  conduct  for  the  rectitude  of 
their  intoitions.  Brua  suffered  them  to  retain 
their  houses  and  gardens,  the  shackles  that  pi- 
nioned their  very  souls,  but  on  condition  that^ 
none  M  them  should  be  alienated.  They  were 
£ncd  and  banished,  and  thdr  children  were  de- 
dared  incapable  of  holding  offices  in  the  city: 
they  were  also  debarred  from  accepting,  unless 
with  the  special  leave  of  Brun,  the  burghership 
of  any  other  town.  Those  who  stayed  away 
were  deprived  of  their  vhole  property,  and 
banished 
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CHAP,   banished  for'  ever.    Thus  ended  the  (dd  con- 
>  stitution  of  Zuric. 

'  Bnin,  now  the  supreme  artater  of  the  state, 
hereupon  assemhled  the  whole  community; 
which  under  his  influence  sanctioned  the  fol- 
lowing form  of  a  new  constitution.    *  Rudolph 

*  Brun,  ^night,  shall  during  life  with  the  title 

*  of  burgomaster,  be  the  chief  ma^strate  of  the 

*  city ;  and  shall  be  asdsted  by  a  council  com- 

*  posed  of  knights',  burghers,  and  tradesmen: 

*  every  burgher,  when  arrived  at  the  age  of 

*  twenty,  or  sooner  if  required  by  the  burgo- 

*  master,  shall  swear  to  aid  and  support  him  and 

*  the  council  in  all  emergencies,  save  to  the 

*  prejudice  of  the  empire  and  the  minsters :  the 

*  burgomaster,  on  the  other  hand,  shall  swear 

*  to  administer  strict  justice  ;  and  to  afford  to 

*  the  utmost  of  his  power  vigorous  protection 
'  to  the  city :  all  the  burghers  of  the  order  of 

*  knights,  and  those  who  exercise  no  trade,  shall 

*  form  a  military  tribe  under  the  name  of  the 

*  constables :"  these  shall  bear  the  banner,  and 

*  defend  the  chief  magistrate  and  state :  the 

*  burgomaster  shall  every  half-year  name  two 

*  nobles  and  four  others,  either  nobles  or  pie- 

*  beians,  who  shall  choose  out  of  the  tribe  of 

*  constables  thirteen  senators,  of  whom  six  shall 

"  Constabularia,  *.  e.  centuna  militaris.     T.  Ducange 
TOCe  Conici  tlabil!.  ■     ■  .■     .    , 

•be 
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*  be  nobles  and  seven  plebeians  :  all  the  crafts   chap. 

*  shall  be  distributed  into  thirteen  tribes,  with  y-v-^ 

*  each  a  banner:  each  of  them  shall  consist  of  a 

*  tribune  and  associates  j  the  former  shall  be 

*  chosen  by  a  majority  of  the  latter,  and,  by  a 

*  similar  election,  shall  be  changed  every  six 

*  months:  in  all  cases  of  equal  numbers  of  tuf- 
. '  frages  in  an  electioo*  the  burgomaster  shall 

*  have  the  casting  vote :  the  thirteen  tribunes 

*  shall  swear  allegiance  to  the  burgomaster  j 

*  and  with  the  thirteen  constables,  shall  consti- 

*  tute  the  great  council :  this  council  will  thus 

*  be  changed  every  six  months.'"  Reserving 
all  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  the  Roman 
empire  and  its  sovereign,  this  constitution  was 
formally  accepted  by  the  burghers  on  the  Tues- 
day succeeding  the  festival  of  St.  Mary  Mag- 
dalen, and  ratified  with  the  seals  and  signatures 
of  Elizabeth,'*  by  the  grace  of  God,  Abbess  of 
the  monastery,  and  the  reverend  the  provost,'* 
and  all  the,  canons  of  the  great  minster  o£ 
Zuric.  The  Emperor  Lewis  of  Bavaria  also, 
soothed  by  the  solicitude  that  had  been  shewn 
for  the  rights  of  the  empire,  did  not  long  faen^ 

"  On  the  festivals  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  St.  Johs 
tlie  Evangelist. 
"  Of  Mazlngen. 
"  Kraft  Count  of  Tockenburg. 

tate 
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c^AP-   tatc  to  give  his  sanction  to  this  n6w  form  of  go- 
■-•"v-^  vernment.'S 

The  tribes  in  this  new  constitution  comprised 
all  the  burners  who  exercised  mechanical  pro* 
fessions ;  but  they  were  not  restricted  to  any 
particular  craft.  The  guilds,  on  the  other  hand, 
were  thus  restricted ;  and  were  instituted  at  a 
time  when  in  the  infancy  of  trade  certain  pro> 
fessions  could  not  hare  subsisted  without  ex- 
clusive privileges.  A  guild  might  contain  more 
than  one  craft ;  and  as  men  in  those  times  often 
exercised  more  thin  one  art,  the  same  man 
'  might  belong  to  more  guilds  than  one.  Men 
only  could  belong  to  the  tribes;  but  women 
were  admitted  into  the  guilds.  The  body  of 
the  burghers  might  thus  be  considered  as  a 
confederacy  of  fourteen  communities,  each  hav- 
ing its  peculiar  regulations,  a  distinct  jurisdic- 
tion, its  own  arms  and  treasury,  l^e  tribunes 
.protected  their  respective  bodies  in  the  council; 
and  with  the  concurrence  of  Brun,  who  favour. 
ed  them  in  order  by  their  means  to  awe  the 
cCHistables,  obtained  the  preponderancy.  Those 
who  maintain  that  general  suSl'age  in  a  nation 
(the  real  or  pretended  idol  of  a  party  in  our 
days)  is  truly  a  political  evil,  will  think  this 
constitution  materially  defective,  inasmuch  as . 
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it  incessantly  disturbed  those  who,  by  their  edu*    chap. 

^  '  .         VUL 

cation  and  employment,  and,  amotig  the  sober  \.*-v-«-* 
part,  by  their  habits  and  inclinations,  were 
formed  for  domestic  cares.  The  blame  lay  with 
Brun,  who  proposed  such  i  constitution  to  fa- 
vour his  private  views ;  and  with  the  constables, 
whose  spiritless  supineness  fully  entided  them 
to  the  insignificance  to  which  they  saw  them- 
selves soon  after  reduced. 

John  Count  of  Hapsburg  Lauffenburg,  Lord 
tif  Rapperswyl  and  of  the  marches  nearSchwItz, 
and  co-burgher  of  Zuric,  who  could  not  behold 
this  revolution  with  calm  indifference,  afforded 
protection  .to  the  exiles,  most  of  whom  had 
taken  refuge  in  his  town  of  Rapperswyl ;  nor 
was  their  cause  wholly  abandoned  by  the  nu-  - 
merous'  friends  they  had  left  behind  them  in  the 
city.  A  report  which  was  now  spread  of  a  real 
or  pretended  conspiracy  to  set  the  town  on  fire, 
became  a  plausible  pretence  for  Brun  to  put 
several  citizens,  to  death,  and  afTorded  him 
means  of  yet  further  extending  his  predominant 
authority.  No  one  was  now  suffered  to  remain 
in  Zuric  who  did  not  swear  implicit  obedience 
to  the  burgomaster:  whoever  left  the  city  with- 
out his,  leave  forfeited  his  property,  and  was 
banished  for  ever.  The  most  intimate  friends 
and  nearest  relations  were  strictly  enjoined  noC 
to  meet  in  greater  numbers  than  five :  and  even 

vox..  I.  X  this 
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CHAP,  this  small  assembUge  was  soon  after  restricted 
*J^v-*^  to  three.  Whoever  after  a  certdn  hour  in  the 
evening  appeared  in  the  .streets  without  a  li^t, 
was  imprisoned:  every  burgher  was  enjoined, 
under  heavy  penalties,  to  appear  at  a  cerjain 
ugnal  in  full  armour ;  and  all  the  horses  !□  the 
city  were  ordered  to  be  at  Brun's  disposal. 
Brun'tpo-  An  expedition  he  undertook  a^nst  Rap- 
perswyl  in  which  he  gained  no  military  fune^ 
served  however  to  rivet  still  closer  the  fetters 
he  had  forged  for  his  felloW'Citizcns.  He  now 
obtained  a  guard  for  his  person:  he  dexterously 
availed  himself  of  many  errors  committed  by 

.  the  exiles  for  want  of  a  concerted  pha  and  an 
able  leader,  and  obtained  many  advantages  over 
them :  he  renewed  the  alliances  that  had  for- 
merly  subsisted  between  his  city  and  Basle,, 

-  Constance,  and  St.  Gallen  >  and  was  true  to  se- 
veral occasional  enga^ments  he  entered  into- 
with  Austria,  the  Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jeru. 
salem,  and  the  Abbot  of  Hiefers.  He  interCcFed 
dfectually  in  the  administration  of  ^affhausen,. 
where  anarchy  was  at  this  time  prevailing;  and 
obtained  a  marked  ascendoicy  in  all  the  neigh- 
bouring towns  and  countries.  Thus  did  x 
single  individual  without  arms,  with  scarce  any 
bloodshed,  under  the  pretence  of  opposing  a 
tyrannical  administration,  at  once  overturn  » 
long-established  government,  and  as  suddenly 
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by  laws,  and  secure  against  the  inroads  of  po- 
pular commotions.  He  attached  to  his  cause 
the  constables  by  the  senatorial  dignity  they 
held  under  his  auspices ;  the  plebeian  burghers 
by  the  importance  of  their  tribes  which  he  mo- 
dified ;  the  tribunes  by  his  casting  vote  at  theit 
dectionsj  the  old,  the  young,  the  rich,  the 
poor,  the  contented,  and  the  dissatisfied,  by  the 
most  solemn  oaths.  He  knew  well  how  to  frus- 
trate any  attempt  similar  to  his  own..  Nothing 
being  so  fickle  as  a  multitude,  he  restrained 
their  inconstancy  by  the  reciprocal  competition 
of  the  tribes.  The  rich  and  the  nobles  he  exclud- 
ed from  the  plebeian  tribes,  being  aware  that  by 
liberality  and  condescension  they  might  acquire 
an  ascendency  and  become  formidable  tribunes. 
The  tribunes  whom  he  was  instrumental  in 
promoting,  were  men  who  possessed  that  sort 
of  policy  which  is  learnt  in  the  shops  and  clubs 
of  tradesmen;  the  skill  to  manufacture  goods 
out  of  the  cheapest  materials,  and  to  sell  them 
at  tte  highest  prices :  in  all  other  things  they 
were  subservient  to  his  dictates.  No  otiewill  pro- 
bably  assert  that  the  art  of  government  is  easier 
than  a  mechanical  profession;  and  yet  many 
men,  possessed  of  more  presumption  than  can- 
dour, think  that,  although  they  could  not  make 
a  hat  or  a  shoe  without  previous  practice  .and 
.  X.  2  instruction. 
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chap;  instruction,  they  are  yet  able,  without  the  pre^ 
i-K-v-*^  paratory  education  that  qualifies  for  rule,  to 
co-operace  in  the  administration  of  a  state. 
That  such  innate  aptitude  had  fallen  to  their 
share,  Brun  had  the  art  of  persuading  the 
meanest  burghers  ;  and  by  that  means  rendered 
them  inflexibly  wedded  to  his  opinions,  and  ad- 
dicted to  his  will.  Conscious  that  he  could  not 
with  impunity  relinquish  the- helm  which  he 
held  by  cunning  and  iascination,  he  neglected 
no  means  to  strengthen,  and  firmly  to  establish, 
his  authority.  Men  like  Timnleon,  Solon,  and 
Lycurgus,  knew  how  to  sacrifice  their  personal 
power  to  immortal  fame  ;  but  Brun  was  a  man 
of  a  very  different  description. 

a.  wm  of       The  city  of  Berne  had  not  long  before  this 
Laupea.  ,  '  °        _  _ 

period  purchased  the  mortgages  of  tlie  imperial 

prefectures  of  Laupen  andHaslij  but  these  and 
similar  territorial  acquisitions  contributed  much 
less  to  its  advancement  and  security,  than  the 
increasing  number  of  Its  powerful  co-burghers, 
and  above  all  the  fame  for  wisdom  and  firmness 
,    it  had  universally  established.     The  nobles  cul- 
tivated their  lands,  and  practised  martial  exer- 
cises :  the  people  were  chiefly  addicted  to  the 
,     four  trades   of  bakers,  butchers,  smiths,   and 
tanners :  their  only  article  of  commerce  was 
cloth.   The  burghers  revered  in  their  rulers  not 
only  their  strict  justice  and  probity,  but  also 
thejy 
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tlieir  commanding  fipirit,  which  knew  on  pecu-  chap.  " 
liar  emergenciea  how  to  wave  the  nice  formali-  v.^-r-*..' 
ties  of  office,  and  consult  merely  the  welfare, 
preservation,  and  honour  of  the  state.'*  Having 
nothing  to  apprehend  on  the  part  of  their  citi- 
zens, the  whole  attention  of  these  ma^strates 
was  directed  towards  the  avowed  hostile  designs 
of  the  Austrian  princes,  and  the  great  counts  and 
barons.  Tcguard  against  these  they  frequently 
met  in  council.  The  young  burghers  were  ever 
ready  at  thdr  call :  whenever  .the  alarm-bell: 
tolled,  and  tlie  banner  was  displayed,  a  well-ap- 
pointed host  instantly  rushed  through  the  gates 
under  the  avoyer  or  the  banneret.  The  men 
sung  their  former  exploits:  lofty  plumes  waved 
on  the  helmets  of  the  young  knights;conscious 
of  freedom  and  of  matchless  vigour,  exhikiated 
by  the  sober  enjoyment  of  juvenile  pleasures,  all 
their  energies  were  raised  to  the  highest  pitch 
of  martial  ardour  ;  they  felt  equal  to  the  har- 
dier entcrprizes.  Berne  was  then  nearly  a9 
large  as  it  is  at  present;  but  there  were  many  ■ 
gardens  within  i':s  waUs ;  it  was  as  yet  built  of 
wood.  Among  its  inhabitants  were  many  noble 
famiUes,  and  others  equal  to  the  most  noUe  in 
worth,  riches,  and  consequence.'?  It  was  at  all 
times  honoured  by  the  Emperor,  whenever  he 

'*  As  writers  of  genius  are  allowed  '  to   snatch  a  grace 
•  beyond  tlie  reach  of  art.' 

'J  Tie  nubies  and  plebeians  frequeaily  intermarried. 

was 
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CHAP,  wu  apprized  of  its  spirit  and  gcnwoas  pur- 
*.^->-^  pose.''  Firm  in  the  midst  of  dangers,  fearless 
though  surrounded  by  many  inveterate  foes,  it 
vied  in  virtue,  sound  maxims,  and  successful 
arms,  with  ancient  Rome,  even  in  the  first  and 
more  splendid  period  of  its  freedom. 
13331  In  the  year  one  hundred  and  forty-seven 
after  the  building  of  Berne,  a  project  was 
formed  by  the  great  counts  and  barcuis  of  the 
Uchtland,  Argau,  and  Vpp^  Burgundy,  ^to 
subvert  that  aspring  commonwealth ;  which 
at  this  critical  period  was  withoulfa  protecttH', 
and  abandoned  by  most  of  its  aJUes.  Had 
Berne  perished  at  this  time,  the  Helvetic  Confe- 
deracy would  probably  in  vain  be  sought  for  '&i 
the  anaala  of  the  human  species. 
o««»w«  Some  vassals  of  Count  Rudolph  of  Kidau, 
Uiiswar.  of  the  housc  of  Neuchattel,  had  about  this 
time,  perhaps  on  account  of  a  secret  antipathy 
they  entertained  against  the  Erlachs,  who  had 
become  burghers  of  Berne,  seized  a  number  of 
waggons  which  were  conveying  corn  to  certain 
neighbours  protected  by  that  city.  This  count 
bad  proved  himself  an  eminent  warrior,  and 
to  him  did  the  towns  of  Nidau  and  Erlach  owe 
their  walls  and  various  privileges.  Count  Ru- 
dolph of  Neuchattel,  I^ewis  his  valiant  son,  the 

''  Several  Emperors  were  received  at  Berne,  and  enter- 
tained with  great  pomp  and  festivity. 

Counts 
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Counts  Peter  of  Arberg  and  Gerard  of  Valengin,    chap. 
all  of  the  same  house,  were  by  their  extensive  ^jrv--w> ' 
£efs,  alliances,  intermarriages  and  martial  feats, 
•^nioently  distinguished  at  the  Imperial  court,  in  - 
Austria,  Savoy,  and  all  over  Burgundy.    They 
all  publicly  avowed  their  animo^ty , against  the 
fierners.    Count  Everard  of  Kytmrg,  no  less     * 
inveterate  a^ost  them,  laid  about  this  time  a 
ibrmal  complaint  before  the  Emperor,  -taxing 
them  with  having  refused  the  coins  which  he 
had  struck  under  the  Imperial  sancdon.    Lewis, 
whose  authtWty  the  Beroers,  on  account  of 
the  Papal  interdict,  or  jH-ompted  perhaps  by 
their  averdon  to  all  foreign  sway,  were  un* 
willing  to  acknowledge,  listened  to  the  charge ; 
and  it  became  obvious  that  he  meant  to  chastise 
their  city.  , 

All  the  abovementioned  Ix}rds  of  the  house  Ren  mo- 
«f  Neuchattel,  the  Counts  of  Kyburg,  Gruyeres, 
and  many  others  from  the  Uchtland,  Argau, 
and  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  assembled  now  in  the 
castle  of  Nidau,  and  were  there  met  by  the  de- 
puties of  Friburg,  once  the  ally  of  Berne,  but .  « 
now  under  the  entire  influence  of  the  lords.  It 
was  here  agreed,  '  that  the  innumerable  insults 

*  they  had  of  late  sustained  proceeded  all  from 

*  one  single  cause,  the  attempts  of  Berne  to 

*  wrest  the  power  from  the  hands  of  the  nobles, 
'  and  to  transfer  it  to  the  people :  that  hence 
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CHAP.  *  it  woiild  be  in  vain  to  coerce  the  city  in  fcingle 
,,^,-v-O  '  instances;  but  that  the  evil  would  not  bereme- 
'  died  until  its  total  demolition.*    This  object 
they  bound  themsdves  by  oath  to  accomplish 
without  dehy ;  and  instantly  conferred  on  Count 
Gerard  of  Valcngin,  the  imperial  prefect  in  these 
*     parts,  full  powers  to  make  all  necessary  prepa- 
rations.   While  these  were  carrying  on  they 
cut  off  all  communication  with  Berne ;  and  all 
who  saw  the  approaching  conflict  between  a 
single  city  and  the  vast  collective  forces  of  the 
Roman  empire,  joined  to  those  orthe  many  ex- 
asperated lords  who  had  vowed  its  utter  ruin, 
were  filled  with  doubt  and  anxious  expectation. 
Conducict     The  city  at  this  fearful  moment  sought  a(> 
..i™ihe     protector,  and  yet  betrayed  no  rash  audacity. 
"°'^'      The  council  assembled  under  the  avOyer  John 
"     of  Bubenberg  the  elder,  and  with  its  wonted 
dignity  resolved  '  to  satisfy  all  just  demands, 
'  and  to  repel  force  by  force.*     A  conference 
was  proposed  to  the  lords  and  accepted  by  them : 
it  was  held  at  Burgdorf.    Here  Count  Gerard 
i.At»CoQr  demanded,  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor,  the 
obedience  of  the  Berners,  and  the  payment  of 
three  hundred  marks  as  a  fine  for  sundry  acts 
of  contumacy.     The  Count  of  Kyburg,  who  in 
the  days  of  his  necessity  had  mortgaged  certain 
revenues  to  the  city,  demanded  the;  redemption 
of  his  pledges ;  arid  declared  tbat  he  would  no 
longw 


ovGoogIc 


THE  HELVETIC  CONFEDERACY.  329 

Itfngcr  suffer  his  subjects  to  accept  of  the  CO-  cHap. 
burghership  of  Berne.  Count  Rudolph  of  NIr  s^^v-s* 
dku  complained  likewise  that  the  offer  of  this 
co-burghcrship  seduced  many  vassals  from  their 
allegiance  to  their  lords,  and  that  recently  three 
men  df  his  town  of  Nidau  had  been  admitted 
to  the  freedom  of  the  city :  Peter  Count  of 
Gruycrw  required  that  the  Lord  of  Weissen- 
burgi  who  had  lately  become  a  citizen  (rf  Berne, 
should  be  compelled  to  discharge  a  debt  he 
owed  to  his  fanlily ;  -the  sum  he  estimated  at 
eight  thousand  livres  Berne  currency  :  this 
claim  was  tacked  by  the  citizens  t^  Friburg, 
where  the  count  was  a  co-burgher.  These  citi- 
zens also  alleged  that  the  Emperor  had  autho- 
rized them  to  redeem  the  mortgage  of  Laupen. 
The  deputies  of  Berne  declared, '  that  as  soon 
'  as  Lewis  of  Bavaria  should  be  reconciled  with 
'  Rome,  they  would  pay  him  their  due  homage  i 
'  as  head  of  the  empire ;  that  as  soon  as  the 

*  Count  of  Kyburg  should  discharge  his  debt, 

*  they  Were  ready  to   surrender  the  deed  of 

*  mortgage;  and  that   with   this  money  they 

*  would  satisfy  the  claim  of  the  Count  of  Gruy. 

*  eres,  although  much  might  be  alleged  conce'rn- 

*  ing  the  usurious  charge  made  against  the  Lord 

*  of  Weissenburg:  that  as  they  did  not  acknow- 

*  ledge  the  authority  of  Lewis,  they  could  not 

*  consider  his  mandate  concerning  Laupen  as 

•  obligatory: 
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CHAP.   *  obligatory:  that  th*y  had  heard  with  surprize 

*  the  charge  brought  against  them  for  admit- 
'  ting  co-burghers,  since  thi»^  privilege  had  be^  ' 

*  granted  and  confirmed  to  them  by  vafiou& 

*  kings  and  emperors,  and  was  daily  exposed 
'  by  other  cities,  and  by  the  lords  themadves : 

*  that  they  had  never  abetted  a  vas&al  against 
*. his  liege  lord:  that  peace  and  justicc^^ould 
'  -never  be  refused  by  them ;  and  thaf.  j£b,r  the 

*  sake  of  peace  they  were  willing  to  makejcvery- 
*>  sacrifice,  justice  only  excepted.*  But  all  these 
CCriUxssifHas  availed  not.  The  lords  pr.P^ted  by 
the  delay,  and  completed  their  pr^acations. 
The  Semers  hereupon  d£mande4'*^.c<^ereDce 
with  the  deputies  of  Fribux g,  whom  they  trust- 
ed the  remembrance  of  t}ieir  cominoa  .oiigiii, 
and  the  friendship  that  had  lofig  sub^ted  be- 
tween the  two  cities,  wpiild  bia?  in  their &vour; 
but  they  received  no:  encouragement,  and  Berne 
saw  itself  abandoned  on  all  hands- 

>*»para-        Frederick  Duke  of  Austria,  who  was  then  at 
jiufh.        Lenzborg,  on  hearing  of  the  intention  of  the 
lori^y  sent  one  hundred  helmets  under  Count 
Henry  of  Furstemberg.to  join  their  army,  and 
ordered   all  his  bailiffs  in  the  Argau  to  raise 
forces  in  their  cause.  Count  Kudolph  of  Nidau, 
besides  his  levies  ia  these  parts,  sent  also  for  all 
-    his  retainers  out  of  Alsace  and  Suabia.    The  re- 
port of  this  great  enterprise  was  spread  through* 
out 
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out  the  Alps  of  Savoy,  and  beyond  the  Jura,  chap: 
Seven  hundred  lords  with  crowned  helmets,  >-^-v-'»»' 
twelve  hundred  knights  in  complete  armour,'* 
about  three  thousand  horse,  and  ito  less  than 
fifteen  thousand  fo<4,  were  now  assembled 
sgainst  Berne.  The  citizens  were  daily  appri< 
zed  of  their  approach,  their  numbers,  thnr 
threats,  and  the  contempt  in  which  they  held 
the  burghers.  Anthony  of  BUnkenburg,  thcorBme^ 
Bernese  governor  of  Laupen,  having  sent  for 
immediate  reinforcement,  John  of  Bubenberg 
assembled  the  cpunol  and  the  principal  bui^h. 
ers.  Aware  how  much  it  imported  not  to  be- 
tray the  least  sign  of  fear  either  to  the  enemy 
or  the  people,  he  rose  and  pronounced  a  sdemca 
oath  *  to  sacrifice  his  life  and  fortune  for  the  de* 
*  fence  of  Laupen  :'  the  senators  and  bursters 
followed  his  example.  It  was  then  decreed  that 
one  out  of  two  sons  in  every  famUy  should  be 
drafted  for  this  important  service.  Six  hun- 
dred men  were  instantly  arrayed,  and  under  the 
ccunmand  of  John  of  Bubenberg  the  younger 
marched  to  Laupen,  fuUy  reserved  to  defend 
that  important  post  to  the  hst  drop  of  blood. 
The  ot^ct  was  not  merely  to  preserve  that 
town,  but  chiefly  to  uphold  the  courage  of  the 
peof^e. 

»  Feirais  mom  atmsti. 

Meanwhile 
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CHAP.       Meanwhile  the  enemy  appeared  before  Lait- 
>-*-y-*^  pen.     Every   new   band   under   its   count  or 
baron  was  received  with  shout's  of  acclamation. 
The  Counts  of  Valengin,  Arberg,  Ncuchattei, 
Kidau,  and  Gruyeres ;  Montenach   with  wie 
handred  helmets ;  Forstemberg  with  a  sdect 
body  from  the  Argau ;  the  bishops  of  Basle, 
L:)usannea  and  Sion ;  were  all  assembled:  when 
John  the  only  son  of  Lewis  of  Savoy  came  into 
fbe  camp  with  one  hundred  helmets,  having 
been  sent  by  his  father  to  appease,  if  pos^Ue, 
this  dangtf ous  conflict :  he  rqiured  to  Berne ; 
but  his  endeavours  proved  inetTectuat.    Tha 
Iprds  used  eVery  argument  to  induce  hkn  to 
engage  in  their  cause  :  in  an  ill-fated  hour  he 
forgot  the  injunctions  of  his  fond  parent,'and 
continued  in  the  camp. 
TheBer-        The  Berners,  aware  that  on  the  momcntou* 
^om'l°°"day  when  the  issue  of  a  battle  would  decide 
*"^'"'     tbcir  own  freedom  and  the  fate  of  their  pix- 
teiity,  all  would  depend  on  the  conduct  of  thdi 
leader,  were  greatly  perplexed  as  to  the  choice 
of  a  commander.    Many  among  them  had  con- 
duTted  partial  wars  j  but  not  one  thoDght  him- 
self equal  to  the  important  charge  that  vras  now 
—     to  be  conferred.     They  had  not  among  them 
men  who,  being  skilled  in  the  nice  preciGiofi  of 
parade  tactics,  to  which  they  annexed  a  myste- 
rious consequence,  and  having  risen  in  the  re- 
gular 
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euUr  succession  of  subordinate  ranks,  were  be-  chap, 
come  peremptory  and  assuming :  ">  and  they  \,,-v^«> 
knew  how  rare  those  men  are,  whose  minds  are 
sufficiently  capacious  to  comprehend  at  once 
the  whole  plan  of  a  campaign,  to  combine  the 
co-operation  of  its  various  parts,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  issue  of  every  possible  event.  The  ' 
senate  and  burghers  were  in  this  state  of  anxious 
hesitation,  when  Rudolph  d'  Krhch,  son  to  the 
chief  under  whom  many  of  the  aged  burghers 
remembered  to  have  defeated  the  Lords  at  the 
Donnerbiihel,  rode  into  the  town.  He  was 
descended  from  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
city,  and  his  ancestors  had  ever  since  been 
at  its  helm ;  he  was  in  the  most  vigorous  pe- 
riod of  life  :  he  possessed  large  estates,  and  de- 
lighted in  the  cultivation  of  his  lands :  he  was 
at  the  same  time  a  burgher  of  Berne,  and  a  vas- 
sal of  the  Count  of  Nidau.  Scorning  to  betray 
his  allegiance  to  his  liege  lord,  he  repaired  to  the 
count,  and  dissuaded  him  from  the  intended 
expedition  against  Berne :  his  remonstrance 
was  rejected;  and  Nidau  consented  to  his  join- 
ing his  co-burghers,  observing,  that  out  of  two 
hundred  helmets,  and  one  hundred  and  forty 
knights,  addicted  to  his  service,  he  could  well 

'"  Such  generals  the  pie.ic  King  of  Prussia  compared 
w  the  mules  of  Prince  Eugene. 
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CHAP.    Spare  i  sin^e  man. — *  You  say,  my  lord  count, 

.^^•Y-i-'  *  that  I  am  a  single  man,*  answered  Eriach  on 

taking  leave :  '  I  trust  I  shall  prove  to  you  that 

*  I  am  a  man.' 

At  the  sight  of  Erlach  in  the  streets  of  Beroe, 
the  remembrance  of  the  victory  gained  by  hia 
father  started  suddenly  into  every  mind.  A 
general  acclamation  conferred  on  him.  the  su- 
preme command^  and  the  avoyer  delivered  the 
city  banner  into  his  hands.  He  then  addressed 
the  people :  *  Six  battles,'  he  said,  *  have  I  been 
'  engaged  in,  in  which  the  smaller  number  have 

*  prevailed  over  numerous  armies.    Strict  sub- 

*  ordination  alone  can  insure  success;  and  with- 

*  out  it  the  most  intrepid  valour  can  avail  but 

*  little :  you  who  are  born  free  are  naturally 

*  impatient  of  controul ;  but  you  will  cease  to 

*  be  free  if  you  refuse  to  yield  when  your  obe- 

*  dience  becomes  necessary.  I  fear  not  our  ad- 
,*  versaries  x  with  God's  aid  and  yours  I  wiH 

*  dare  their  multitude,  even  as  we  did  in  the 
'  days  of  my  father  ;  but  of  this  be  well  aware, 

*  that  I  will  not  be  your  commander  unless  I 
'  am  invested  with  absolute  authority.'  The 
burghers  followed  the  example  of  the  ancient 
Romans ;  they  held  up  their  hands,  and  swore 
by  Almighty  God  and  by  his  saints  that  they 
would  be  implidtly  obedient  to  the  commands 
of  Erlach. 

While 
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Whale  the  co-burghers  were  assembliog  from  chxp, 
iSi  parts,  the  Baron  John  of  KraQtburg,  a  late  '-r^"^^ 
avoyer  of  Berne,  hastened  over  mount  Brtmig 
to  the  forest  cantons,  the  league  between  whom 
and  Berne  had  lately  expired.  Bang  arrived 
in  UnderwaJden,  he  represented  to  an  assembly 
of  the  peo^e  that  the  freedom  and  very  exist- 
ence of  their  late  allies  and  constant  friends  de^ 
pended  on  the  event  of  a  nngle  day,  in  which 
they  would  have  to  encounter  the  cxorlrttant 
power  of  an  inveterate  foe.  The  people  an- 
swered, '  Dear  Lord  of  Krambiirg,  true  friends' 

*  appear  in  the  hour  of  need  :  go  tell  your  ad- 

*  zens  that  we  will  prove  It  to  them.'  Mescen- 
gers  were  immediately  dispatched  across  the 
lake;  and  ame  hundred  hardy  youths  armed 
themselves,  came  over  the  Brunig  and  down 
the  valleys,  marched  through  Berne,  and  en- 
camped before  the  upper  gate. 

Erlach  now  summoned  a  council  of  war,  HcEveor^  . 
asked  the  leaders  of  the  Swiss,  *  When  shall  the  "  '' 
army  march  ?*  they  answered,  '  Immediately  :' 
he  put  the  question, '  How  shall  we  fight?'  they 
replied,  *  To  the  last  drop  of  Uood.'  Among 
the  former  allies  of  Berne  the  city  of  Scdeure 
■was  the  only  one  wjiich  proved  true  to  its  eo- 
gagement.  Although  menaced  by  an  Austrian 
army,  It  nevertiicless  sent  eighty  men  of  ♦ell- 
appointed  cavalry.  All  these  forces  met  on  tha 
twentieth 
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CHA?.    twentieth  of  June.    The  priest  TMdiold  Basel- 

y^^Y-^,^  vfind  exhorted  them :  *  The  enemy,'  he  said, 

*.  trust  in  their  numbers ;  but  God  confounds 

*  the  audacious,  and  protects  the  brave  who 

*  confide  in  him.    St.  Vincent  and  St.  Ursus  " 

*  have  obtained  heaven,  because  they  laid  down 

*  their  lives  in  a  good  cause.    He  who  dies  for 

*  his  country  earns  everlasting  bliss,  and  those 

*  wh6  survive  succeed  to  fame  and  liberty.' 
The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  solemn 
worship,  processions,  vows,  and  the  distribution 
of  alms.  At  the  midnight  hour  the  signal  was 
given  for  the  march.  i 

By  moonlight  were  arrayed  nine  hundred 
tn6n  from  the  forest  cantons,  three  hundred 
from  Hasli,  three  hundred  from  the  Sibenthal,'* 
four  thousand  burghers  and  co-burghers,  and, 
headed  by  their  standard,  the  eighty  horse  from 
Soleure:  the  priest  Baselwind  led  the  march, 
bearing  the  consecrated  host.  The  aged  fathers, 
the  wives  and  children,  gazed  on  the  departing 
cplumns,  until  woods  and  rising  grounds  and 

"  The  patron*  of  Berne  and  Soleure. 

.« A  long  narrow  valley  extending  from  Thnn  up 
to  the  boundaries  of  the  Valais.  .  The  Baron  of  Weissen- 
berg  was  here  a  considerable  proprietor ;  and  being  a 
burgher  of  Bemci  had  no  doubt  been  instrumentat  iti 
procuring  this  body  of  auiiltaries  for  the  defence  of  the 

the 
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(fae  £unt. glimmer  of  the  n^t  cpncealed  them  chap. 
from  their,  sight.  They  then,  h^lened  to  the  ^.y-r-O 
churches  and  chapels,  and  fell  prostrate  at  thor 
altars.  The  council  remained  assembled,  watch- 
ing every  incident,  attentive  to  every  report, 
and  ready  in  case  of  ^ny  sinister  eyent'tOipro- 
vide  for  the  safetyof  the  pky.w  . 

'  A^out  noon  on  the  twenty-first  of  June  the  Hour  b*- 
army  arrive^  near,  but  not. in.  sight  of  Laupen.  BatOt. 
Erlach  took  his  station  on  an  eminence  from 
whence  he ,  could  survey  the  whole  force  of  the 
enemy,  and  where  his  rear  was  covered  by  a 
wood.  Many  knights,  as  in  ancient  times, 
sprung  forth  from  their  ranks,and  dared  their  ad- 
versaries with  taunting  menaces  and  invectives. 
X^idau  tol^  the  most  impetuous  among  them, 

*  fear  not  lest  you  should  lose  your  prey  ;  this 

*  foe  be  assured  will  not  desert  you.'     He  had 
before  this*  at  the  court  of  Duke  Albert,  com- 
pared an  army  of  Berners  to  a  forest  of  thorns.  ! 
Erlach  had  under  him  a  considerable  body  of 

men  as  yet  unpractised  in  the  use  of  arms  ; 
he  hence  cautiously  abstained  from  using  any 
complicated  evolutions.  .  His  maxim  (a  simple 
one  which  seldom  fails,  and  yet  is  seldom  prac- 
tised) had- ever  been  to  establish  strict  order 
and  subordination,  to  inspire  his  troops  with 

*J  This  caution  was  not  stiperflnous,  since  aq  Austrian 
atcmy  was  hourly  e»pected  from  the  Argau. 

VOL.  I.  If  ardoUr 
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CHAP,  zrdour  znd  coofidence,  and  then  to  marcb 
I  stndg^t  up  to  the  enemy,  and  never  turn  his 
bade.  He  complied  with  the  desire  of  the 
Smss  and  the  men  of  Soleure  to  be  opposed  to 
the  enemy's  cavahy,  which  threatened  dther 
^to  flank  his  line,  or  to  £U1  upon  his  rear  from 
the  bdghts.  The  Bemers  he  drew  up  against 
the  infantry :  he  chose  ama^  these  a  sdect 
number  <^  youths  of  the  tribes  of  the  tanners 
and  butchers,  and  inflamed  thar  nunds  with 
irresistible  fiiry,  by  calling  to  them,  *  where 

*  are  you  now  ye  gay  gallants  who  decked  with 

*  flowers  and  feathers,  are  ever  the  foremost  in 

*  the  dance  ?  the  &te  of  Berne  is  at  this  instant 

*  in  your  hands:  here's  Erlach;  here's  the  ban- 

*  ner.'— *  Lead  on,  we  follow,'  was  the  general 
cry ;  and  they  closed  round  the  banner. 

TbeBwtk.  The  signal  being  given,  a  body  of  sUngerf 
rushed  upon  the  enemy,  threw  each  three  stones^ 
broke  the  ranks,  and  then  fell  back.  Heavy 
uvn  chariots  were  now  hurled  down  full  speed 
among  die  open  files,  and  the  men  upon  them 
fought  with  desperate  fury ;  the  cars  bang  so 
,  constructed  that  they  could  not  be  turned  in 
thdr  rapid  coui:sf.  The  unpractised  troop,  which 
had  been  posted  in  the  rear,  mistaking  the  re- 
treat of  the  ^gers  for  the  be^nning  of  a  rout, 
fled  into  the  wood.^     Erlach  prevented  the 

M  They  are  said  to  have  been  two  thoaiaad  in  number  t 
the)-  were  ever  after  called  Haxforttttrt, 

fatal 
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fital  tiopression  that  might  have  been  made  oup. 
by  this  defection :  '  we  are  now  sure  to  con- 
*  quer/he  exdaimedwith  a  serene  countenance, 
*-  for  all'  the  cowards  have  left  the  army.*  He  in- 
stantly, while  the  chariots  were  still  committing. 
havock,  fell  with  his  chosen  band,  and  the  dty 
tanner  in  his  hand,  upon  the  enemy's  infantry. 
The  Friburghers  stood  the  brunt  of  this  fierce  , 
attack;  and  among  the  first  who  fell  werethdr 
avoyer  and  banneret,  with  many  of  their  kina* 
men  and  feUow  dtdzens.  What  followed  in 
this  bloody  conflict  ,is»  like  the  particulars  of 
most  battles  which  have  not  been  described  by 
the  commanders  thcmsdves,  wholly  unknown* 
The  snemy's  in&ntry,  especially  those  of  th« 
Fays  de  Vaud,  as  socm  as  all  reastancc  appeared 
ineffectual,  threw  down  theif  arms,  ^d  fled  in 
great  tUsorder  along  tvo  roads,  the  one  above, 
and  the  other  below  Laupen.  Tovards  the  hour 
of  vespers  the  Becners  &^  to  the  assistance  of 
the  Swiss  and  the  men  of  Soleure,  who  had 
been  furiously  asotiled  by  the  enemy's  caValry ; 
add  who^  according  to  their,  usual  practice,  had 
remained  immoveaUe  until  the  slingers  had 
Wounded  and  sta^ered  the  horses  of  the  enemy, 
and  thrown  thdr  whole  array  into  ccmfusion  : 
the  assailants  were  actually  retreating  when  the 
Berners  came  up,  and  spread  havock  throughout 
their  ^sordered  ranks.  Here  fdl  among  the 
¥2  foreqjost. 


CBA'P.'  forettioM,  doont  Rudolph  6f  Iflidati,  and  Count 
'  Gerard-  of  Vatengin,  ■  All  heard  with  sorrow 
the  ttntiilnely'  fete  of  John  of  Savoy,  whom  his 
fond  parent  was  still  e^iecting  as  the  ha'rtiinger 
<tf  peicc.  Three  Coufftts  of  Oruyeres  and  eleven 
of  C>ther  ilhistpioufi  ihouses  were  likewise  found 
among  the.dcadi  '  l"he  slaughter  among  the 
,  lowtii"  rarik&iX'as 'lis 'Ogua!  greatest  during  the 
flight.  The  Baron- of -Blamenberg  hearing  who 
and  what  numbeis  liad  perishedj  'exclaiiped, 

*  God  forbid  that' I  should  survive  such  men, 
*'SUCh  friends  !*  and-,  rushing  among  the  Swiss 
tnfe^  his  wished-for  doom.  The  whiJe  tract  of 
country  for  several  miles  was  strewed  with  dead 
bodies  of  meq  and  hocsies,  wixh  arpis,  eighty 
Wowned'  helinets,  and  twenty 'sevbn  banners  of 
different  lords  and  aties."'    ■"  ■■■■  ■    •"" 

n-  Thcfierners  after' the  ^orsuit  assemWed  on 
the  fielct  of  battle,  f^  on  their  knees,  and  thank* 
t:d  theGbd'of  Hostsfor  theudhe  had  granted 
fco-  Efflach's  skilfol  conduct  and  their  valour. 
ErUch-cormmendedi  their  obedience :  *  Never 
ft-^^Ulifcrget,'  said'liej'*  thati  owe  thjsvic- 
Is  tory^to  the  confidence  6f  my  f^ow  citizens^ 
,'and  to  your  heroic  virtue,  brave  trusty  friends 

*  and  generous  defenders  from  the  forest  cantons 
i  and  Sdeure.  When  our  posterity  shall  hear 
^.the  narrative  of  tlhis  day's  exploits,  they  will 
^  prizeabo^e  -aU^tbtngs  the  mutual  friendship 
...    ,u.  'of 
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*of  the  valiant  men  who  have  achievcd.them:  _Pi^a¥. 

*  they  wiH  in  all  their  wars  and  dangers  re-  ^/^ 

*  member  whose  sons  they  ^re.' 

The  following  night  the  army  remained  on  The  day 
the  "field  of  battle,  and  at  the  break  of  day  Battle, 
moved  homewajd,  still  preceded  by  Baselwint^, 
and  followed  by  the  banners,  arms,  and  accou- 
trements of  the  vanqubhed  lords.  Each  war- 
rior, with  victory  g^stening  in  his  eye,  once 
more  embraced  his.  esulting  friend^  and  kin- 
dred; and  Erlach,  having;  resigned  the  com- 
mand, returned  to  his  rurd  cares.  The  Berners 
and  Swiss  agreed  noW'  on  an  alliance  :  the  for- 
ma- paid  to  the  latter  s?ven  hundred  and  fifty 
livres  as  an  indemnification  for  the  losses  they 
had  sustained  in.  the  eaqiedition:  Jastly,  if.  was 
flrdajned  that  tfais  day  should  ever  after  be  cclp- 

.bratedat  Bero<;.as  a, solemn  festival>in  order  to 
preserve  a  Uvely  remembrance  of  the  heroism 
of  Erl?ch,  and  of  his  brave  followers ;  and  to 
excite  in,  future  generations  a  patriotic  ardour 
to  emulate  such  giorious  deeds. 

So  decisive  a  victory  did  not,  however,  deter  Sequfi  or 
the  surviving  lords  from  further  attempts :  but 
the  Berners  defeated  them  all.    The  young  men 
of  Berne  became  now  passionately  addicted  to 
arms,  and  tould  scarcely  .endure  t^e  tedious 

.  jranquillijy  of  Lent,  during  which  it  was.deeiyi- 

ed 
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o  attemiSt  hostifitie 
'  rious  encounters,  in  one  of  which  Erlach  once 
more  headed  the  Berners  against  Friburg,  the 
want  of  pecuniary  means  at  length  disarmed 
the  lords.  The  Bemers  had  no  views  of  con- 
quest: fime  and  independence  were  all  they  con- 
tended for.  Territories  they  knew  may  be 
wrested  from  us,  while  firmness  and  courage 
are' securely  our  own,  and  not  in  the  power  of 
fickle  fortune.  Whoever  has  these  b  free  at 
all  times  and  in  all  places. 

As  soon  as  Queen  Agnes  at  Koenigsfdden, 
and  even  the  dty  of  Friburg  demanded  peace,  a 
congress  was  hetd.  at  which  terms  of  accommo* 
dation  were  agreed  on,  and  a  regular  process 
yns  established  for  compromising  all  future  dif- 
ferences. Rudolph  and  Jacob,  sons  of  the  Count 
of  Nidau  who  fell  at  Laupen,  were  at  this  time 
minors }  and  their  relations  of  the  house  of 
Neuchattel,  well  apprized  of  the  infiexibte  in- 
tegrity of  Rudolph  d'  Eriach,  requested  to  place 
them  under  his  care  and  guardianship.  Many 
have  conquered  like  Erlach ;  bat  we  know  of 
none  who,  having  vanquished  and  shun  the 
father  in  battle,  was  by  the  kindred  of  the  de- 
ceased entrusted  with  the  wardship  t^  his  in- 
£ints.  The  day  of  Laupen  is  no  doubt  a 
more  splendid,  but  this  is  a  far  inwe  glorious 
*i  The^  called  Uiis  inteiTaIth«&'  lying-in. 

monument 
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nKHiumeat  of  Erbch's  virtue.  So  hr  was  the  chap. 
council  of  Berne  from  avuling  itself  of  this  ^.^-vC* 
confidence  towards  obtaining  advantages  over 
Nidau,  that  it  not  only  provided  that  the  young 
counts  should  be  completely  invested  with  their 
patrimony,  but  even  agreed  (what  had  been 
tendered  before  the  war)  that  none  of  the  sub- 
jects of  Nidau  should  be  admitted  into  the 
burghersfaip  of  its  dty. 

A  calamity  which  at  this  time  terrified  most  a  Hague. 
of  the  nations  of  Europe  and  A^  raged  with  '^^ 
more  than  common  severity  in  these  Alpine 
Tenons.  A  plague,  which  succeeded  tremen- 
dous earthquakes^  and  which  Boccado  has  de- 
scribed in  lus  masterly  style,  carried  off  at  Ba^ 
upwards  of  twelve  thousand  inhabitants,  and 
destroyed  about  one  third  of  the  Helvetic  na*- 
tioos.  Whole  townships  became  desolate;  many 
estates  were  left  unoccupied  and  unclaimed ; 
priests  were  wanting  for  the  administration  of 
the  host,  and  graves  in  the  church-yards  for 
the  burial  of  the  dead.  In  these  disastrous  - 
times  men  pursued  various  courses  to  soften 
the  horrors  that  surrounded  them  ;  and  many 
sought  refuge  in  the  intoxication  of  sensual 
enjoyments.'*  The  senators  of  Berne  thou^t  it 

^ '  AfiermaTano  il  bevere  assaT,  e  il  goderei  e  I'andar 

*  cantando  attorno  esollaxandotcd  il  sodtafars  d'ogn!  cosa 

*  bU'  appetito  che  si  potesie.  e  di  cio  che  avveniva  ridersi 

*  e  befiarsi,  euere  medicina  certissima  a  tanto  male.* 
Boccacio. 
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CHAP,  expedient  to  .exhilarate  the  minds,  especially  of 
t-i'-v-O  their  martial  youth,  by  some  arduous  enter- 
prize  :  they  sent  a  body  of  them  with  a  banner 
into  the  Sibenthal,  where  WendshaZj  one  of  their 
bannerets,  had  been  lately  slain  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war  against  Gruyeres.''  The  daugh- 
ters of  the  villagers  admired  the  comeliness  and 
gaiety  of  the  young  warriors,  and  the  banneret 
did  not  restrain  their  jocund  mirth  with  over- 
rigid  severity.  One  thousand  sprightjy  youths 
danced  in  full  armour,  with  each  a  blooming 
partner;  and  in  their  merry  songs  ridiculed  the 
devotions  of  the  penitent  brethren,  who  at  thb 
time  were  wandering  through  the  land,  chastiz- 
ing themselves  for  the  transgressions  of  the 
world. **  In  the  midst  of  their  gay  frolics  they 
heard  a  signal,  and  instantly  flew  up  to  the 
castle  of  Laubeck,  near  which  Wendshaz  had 
■  perished,  took  and  demolished  it,  and  thus 
f  avenged  his  death  ;  they  thence  proceeded  full 

speed  up  the  valley,  and  by  this  expedition  se- 
cured to  Berne  a  decided  superiority  in  the  Si- 
benthal ;  but  as  to  territorial  acquisitions,  none 
•   were  as  yet  obtained,  save  the  village  ofHab- 

'r  When  WencUha*  aaw  himself  sTirrounded,  he  threw 
the  banner  over  the  heads  of  the  enemy  aitd  f«lt;  th»baD- 
ner  was  brought  back  to  Berne  abundantly  stained  with 

blood.  r     -       -  -.■_-. 

'*  The  Flagellants. 

steteoi 
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steten,  Which  wasplirchased  fWlirf  *its'lord  the    chap. 
Baton  dfThrirberg.  '     i  r   .....   ■  J^iX^ 

■  After^John  of  Bttbfciitwrg  had  repesrtcdly  ad-  FateofBn- 
ministered  the  office  of  avoyer  m  titties  of  the 
greatest  difficulty  and  danger,  and '  eVCF  with 
distinguished  ability  aird  honour,-  his.  enemies 
insinuated  to  the  burgherg^  *  that  arrogance  was 

*  the  hereditary  ehairaeteristic  of  his  family ;  that 

*  in  his  audiences  fie  assumed  the  stltclkiess  of  a 

*  sovereign  prince  j  and  that  he  never  deter- 

*  mined  a  cause,  or  dispatched  a  suitor,  without 

*  a  bribe.'  It  had  in  fact  been  lorig-the  practice 
in  his  family  to  conduct  the  aSairs  of  the  city, 
founded  by  thdr  ancestors  upon  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  sound  policy  and  inflexible  justice ;  but 
wholly  regardless  of  party  spirit,  or  popular 
adulation'.  Hehce'tt  became  casy,'as-had  been 
often  practised  in  the  anfiienl  republics,  to-prd- 
cure  his  banishmeni'frOm  the  dtyi  '  TheVete-  ■ 
ran  retired  with,  some  fiiends,  ■w4o''Miar<d  in 
his  exile,  to' his  hereditary  seat  at'BUbenberg.  ' 
After  foiirtecn-years  howeven,%hvyhfet'ing  spent 
•its  venoin,  andthe  peoplti  being-left  to  their 
own  feelings,  they  having  comjiared  the  sub- 
sequent administrations  with'  those  of  Buben- 
berg,  demanded  his  recall.  ■  The  council  yielded 
reluctantly  to  the  general  voice;  but  crowds 
gathered  and  loudly  called  for  the  banner,  in 
order  to  signalize  with  distinguished  honours 

the 
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CHAP,  ^e  retuin  of  Ac  Teoenbk  ma^tirate.  A  <l& 
«^-v-^  putation  brought  him  back  in  state,  aiu}  2vca^ 
joyous  acdaoutions ;  but  being  hiiQSclf  nov 
fuU  of  years,  his  son  JoJmi  was  inv^^  witl^ 
the  office  of  avoyer.*? 
ana  of  Er-  Rudolph  <^£rlach,  the  saviour  of  hb  country, 
lived  to  an  ad^inced  age  at  the  sotitary  rest* 
denoe  of  his  forefathers  at  Reicbeabach,  not  far 
from  Berne,  on  the  Aar.  He  never  held  tbs 
oQcec^avoyer;  and  in  the  latter  wap  he  dther 
took  no  part  or  fought  in  the  raidu  wi^  other 
knights ;  fisr  he  was  equally  ^{^niz^  c£  the  envy 
of  the  great  and  c^  the  fickkqess  of  thepeof^. 
He  had  two  sons  and  a  ^ughter,  the  latter  of 
whom  he  gave  in  marriage  to  Jobst  of  RudeaZi 
from  Underwalden,  a  rdation  of  the  yeoenblc 
Baron  <tf  Attinghauseo.  His  hinds  cujdva^ 
las  lands  apd  gardens ;  a  female  ^mrant  prepar* 
ed  and  served  up  his  frugal  oieals :  here  he  was 
often  alooei guarded  by  his  dogs:  his^^torious 
sword  buqg  a^unst  the  waU  in  his  chamber. 
Thus  lived  £rlach,  when  Rudenz  one  day  came 
to  visit  him.  An  altercation  arose  concerning 
the  marriage  portion.  The  young  kitight  wa$ 
[ffodigal ;  and  Erlach,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
as  good  an  economist  as  he  had  been  an  able 
commander,  and  at  all  times  an  upright  maii> 

>»  He  vas  exiled  in  IMS,  and  recalled  in  IS62. 

He 
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He  was  nov  hoary,  trembling  and  feeble :  he  chap. 
admonished  his  son-in-law  with  earnestness  j  \. 
the  youth  looked  round,  and  percdving  the 
sword,  snatched  it  firom  the  wall  and  plunged 
it  into  the  bosom  <tf  the  aged  hero.^"  The  dogs 
pursued  him  howling  through  the  woods^  The 
htH  tidings  no  sooner  reached  Berne,  than  all 
the  nobles  and  bui^ers  hastened  in  search  of 
the  assassin ;  but  whether  he  was  taken,  or  what 
death  he  died,  is  not  recorded.  No  inscription 
decorates  the  tomb  of  Erlach  %3'  his  glorious 
deeds  are  his  monument :  it  is  indeliUe  while 
there  are  men  on  earth  who  feel  the  ji^ow  of 
virtue;  and  in  future  ages, notwithstanding  the 
fluctuations  in  men's  estimation  of  worth,  and 
when  the  Swiss  themselves  shall  have  degene> 
rated  into  a  people  widely  different  from  their 
brave  ancestors,  Erlach  will  still  be  ranked  with 
the  brightest  ornaments  of  Greece  and  Rome, 
a  hero  fearless  and  unUemisbed. 

'•  G.  E.  Haller,  in  his  historical  library,  has  dirowm 
some  doubt  upon  this  fact ;  but  he  was  misled  by  a  chro- 
nicle of  doubtful  authority,  where  Erlach's  death  is  placed 
in  the  year  1363,  whereas  it  appears  from  some  deeds  exe- 
cuted by  the  widow  of  the  a^assin,  that  the  latter  existed 
no  longer  in  the  year  1361.  By  placing  the  death  of  the 
hero,  as  Lauffer  and  Nhiller  have  done,  in  the  year  1360, 
the  whole  difficulty  is  done  away. 

s"  He  is  supposed  to  have  been  buried  under  the  great 
minster  at  B^-ne.  His  sons  lay  together  in  a  humble 
country  church,  without  any  inscription  except  their 
names. 

CHAP. 
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,  CHAP.  IX. 

Four  Cantom  added  to  the  Confederacy.^ 

^x^'    Tl  RUN  had  now  governed  ZuHc  near  four- 
^'^'"''^^  teen  years,  during  which  he  had  by  his 

Coo^rarr  singular  address  and  Circumspection  raised  his 
Mtaa.  power  and  fame  to  the  highrat  pitch  of  pre-emi- 
nence, when  he  at  length  felt  the  effects  of  the 
implacable  hatred  he  had  excited  in  the  sup^ 
rior  orders  of  his  fellow-citizens,  whom  he  had 
■  stript  of  their  rank,  property  and  consequence; 
and  who  abhorred  the  policy  which  had  induced 
him  to  transfer  the  offices  of  government  from 
themselves  and  their  kindred  to  men  of  the 
lowest  condition.  These  seeing  no  period  to 
their  calamities  while  Brun  survived,  resolved 
to  make  a  joint  and  vigorous  effort  to  rid  the 
world  of  so  base  an  usurper  ;  to  drive  the  me- 
chanics from  the  senatorial  chairs  back  to  their 
workshops,  where  alone  they  might  effectually 
serve  the  public,  and  to  restore  ^he  former  con- 
stitution under  which  Zuric  had  long  flourished. 
This  act  appeared  to  them  not  only  expedient 
but  highly  meritorious,  and  perfectly  consonant 

'  Zuric,  Claris,  Zug,  and  Berne. 
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with  the  laws  whkh,  though  'now  suspaidcd,  chap- 
they  did  not  consider  as  abrt^ted;  and  ac-  ^«-v">w' 
Cording  to  which  thevery.aucmptto  establish 
tribes  wis  consklered  Jis!a<  capita  oBoice.  .They 
d«med  morfeover  that-pverygbveromenthasthe 
sanie  ijihei'ent  right  to  cpiu^teract  the  efforts  of 
those  Wht>  meditate,  its  downfel,  which  ever)c 
iadividual  justly  clams' to  defend  hia  life  and 
property:  tbeyh<^edin  one  decisive  night  tQ 
put  an  end  to  th<iir:o{^6Jt}rioua.deg;r»dati&n; 
apd  by  vafiqus  indttcenjajits  thay  prevailed  On 
Count  John  :of,  Hi^j^tiicg  RapperswyUi  the.'JBs- 
ron  Berii)g^  of  LapdenJ?erg,  .Ulric  de  JBos^tet- 
ten,  Ulric  de.  Ma^ng^n,  .apd  s^eral  oibffSf  bt^ 
lords  and  pleljq^g^'w^o.Jik^  thfenwelyes  flfec* 
equally ^ddfcted'to  ihf  feW  cDnstitflti^n,  .-flwlejcr 
aisparated  ^inst.tfce-bijfgomaste^vtPJQi^fibgi? 
party;  Nyn^berB-^  ;|b!?  qiapya  i^|ip  arft-e?^ 
.  prone,  to  pev^ty  and;  virfpncc,  Jilfi^js^^  s^^ftlJ 

Vfith  them  u  apd  tjifc  iiwBww;9ble,:,th>tT'arn«flg 
:the  seyetx  huiidrediwlK»-.eeg^fl^[in;,tiii5;;h»- 
iiardBHs:e«crpriM  ilQttot  ben!ay«d;tiw:(}4Hge; 
:  Tkc::d^y ..xppointcd^ifft/  t^-^oscciitUinivfi  t^ 
project: Was  noWjipp^tMihirig,  when  UHK^dt 
Bonst«ttcn  c^me.ta  Z«r^  jt-ith  a;  lilJiiter'WisT©. 
tinue  oa; a  Visit,  as  hfe  ^etended>to,ainuaiiB 
the  ladtbs'  nionast£ry  .wJia \vss  his  relttiqtn-:  l^t( 
in  th«  succeeding ni^t-xaxne  alsQ>  a&if  'os,m> 
igent  busihess^  Cmiitt  Jt^hn  pf  Hapstforgj^fUid 
alighted 
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CHAP,  alighted  at  u  iim  kc^  by  cuie  of  tbe  minpi' 
I  raton:  maoy  others  arrived  liknrise  under 
various  pretcDcet ;  and  the  man  who  watched 
at  one  ctf  the  gates  had  been  bribed  to  admit 
the  exiles  who  were  sow  expected  from  R:^ 
perswyL  The  whde  party  met  at  the  ion,  ai 
if  to  compliment  the  count  on  his  arrival;  and 
they  now  congratulated  each  other  on  the  pro** 
pect  of  a  speedy  resttnration.  In  the  midd 
however  of  this  exultation  they  were  uunind* 
liil  that,  in  the  prosecution  of  such  an  enter* 
prize,  no  inddent  is  so  trivial  but  that  it  maf 
defeat  its  purpose.  A  baker's  boy  was  slsm- 
bering  in  the  comer  c^  the  room,  whom  few 
observed,  and  some  took  for  a  servant  of  one 
of  the  party :  he  heard  the  whole  project,  and 
stealing  away  unobserved  ran  to  caution  hii 
master.  The  baker  hastened  to  the  boi^ 
naster,  who  instantly  girt  on  his  armour,  and 
ran  Inrefooted  towards  tlie  town-house;  his 
wife,  children,  and  servants,  raised  the  ndgh* 
bourhood;  and  the  baker  flew  to  the  idami-beU. 
The  cons[nrators  hearing  the  uproar,  saw  that 
no  time  was  to  be  kwt,  and  sallied  forth  in 
seardi  (tf  Bnm :  they  met  him,  but  slew  lus 
servant  who  preceded  him,  and  whom  they 
mistook  for  the  master.  Brun  reached  the 
town-house,  bt^ed  the  gate,  and,  loudly  vod* 
ferating,  called  up  the  bui^hers:  hecbai;^ 
thoK 
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those  within  hearing  t6  break  down  &e  upper  chap. 
brMge,  and  then  fly  to  him  at  the  town^ouse.  ^^-v^ 
AH  the  tribes  were  soon  assemUed  in  Ml  ar- 
mour :  the  monks  who  were  then  at  matins 
fortook  their  altars,  sdzed  on  the  weapons 
Nearest  at  hand,  and  jmned  the  burners :  the 
woiAen  threw  pots,  pans,  and  stones,  out  of  the 
windows;  uid  a  general  tumtth  prerailed 
througfaoiit  the  city.  The  consplrtttors  took 
possession  of  the  market-place  ;  but  the  bucgo- 
master' &U' upon  them  with  a  large  bodyof  Ms 
burners,  and'  overpowered  them.  Several  of 
^e  lordsj  and  five  of  the  dd  senators,-  fdl '  in 
this  conflict.  MslByci  the  insatgents  now  con- 
cealed themselves  -,  and  some,  in  order  to  save 
their  lives  and  property,-  even  went,  over  to  the 
burghers:  several  were  trampled 'to  death; 
many  were  sunk  in  a  vessd,  in  which  a  greater 
number  had  crowded  than  it  could  bear;  some 
jumped  over  the  walls }  afl  were  dispersed ; 
and  John  of  Hapsburg  and  Ulric  de  Bonstetten 
vfcre  taken  in  the  town  ditch.  Thus,  ended 
this  night  of  shughter  and  confusion. 

The  two  captives  were  confined  in  the  WeUen- 
berg.'  The  bodies  of  the  dain  lay  three  days 
unburied  in  the  streets.  Thirty^even  burghers^ 
who  were  suspeaed  of  having  shared  in  the  con- 

»  A  tower  buik  on  a  roct  in  the  middle  ofth*Lim- 
mat,  where  it  iuaes  out  of  the  lake. 

spiracy*. 
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CHAP.  ^racy>Tifeife.$oon,^tfrpiiblicly,^e(^ted.l)^Qtt 
•  their  bji;nw<*..i  Neither'  fisar  np^;  n^n^rse'dcr 
tfrrqd^he;v^(:|»r)ous.;b]tMrgQmsister'frotiii  actsQf 
ferocious  .ci;u^y>  f^i^  I^f -well  koew  his  absdU|i;e 
power.-pver;t^e jrantjsof  the  peopl^,  a.qd,iya 
wholly  regardless  of  the  applause  of  posterity, 
lie  novj  advanced  with  a  strong  forcje  ,up;  the 
eastecn.Jwrders  of  the  lake  and  invested  the 
tpwp  fif,New:  Rapp^rswyl^i  jafterja  -thiiGe^day* 
siege, the  inhabitants  df^[;(i^iring,pf  ^rdi^^^tipu- 
}a,ted  f<)f .  the  inviolate, f^i^^ity.  o^.t^r.tightt 
w4.  prajwrty^  .aji^d  ^vff^pder^^..  .^rup^^pjift^c 
some  fiy:f;her:;pri}grjess;i  topt^i^^s  tjjfi^^pf^esjrf 
.Sch^itai,  and;  also.fJeipplifili6d  Old  _9.appffs?7l. 
Af^E.^U  tl^^e,ftuc(;w*?%,-,he,sa>y  vi;i(h;mrfrise 
thjtpo^st^fBwerp  talfCD.fpr.tlfe  release jof the 
jcaptiY^  l9rdf:l^e.w^ijSh^  (ipriPface:  he  dreadetj 
ihe  ppy[£C^'J^\istT'n,f^yi(h.id\  Jie  ?speaed  would 
•Sjoon  exert,jtedf  .inifavpur  .of  John^  of  p^p^rg. 
Zuric.itg<^.wiiaindee4;;>vgll  fortified, according 
to  the  q»ilics(ry  ,art  ;Qf,  th^^f  times  j,  hut^^^^^ 
perswyl  v^s  distant .  audi  exposed }.  and  Zuric 
had  not  the  vigpur  which,  Beroe :  di^^y^t' "^ 
the  defence  of  I-a«pen  ;  nor  had  Brun  a  soul 
like  that  of  Erlach.  He  did  not  however  listen 
to  the  advice  of  thoge  who  proposed  to  rdin- 
quish  that  town,  but  marched  up  to  it  with 
additional  forces ;  took  sixty  of  its  principal 
inhabitants,  whom  he  sent  to  Zuric  as  hostages; 
demolished 
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demolished  the  ca&tle,  long  the  residence  of  an  chap. 
ancient  and  illustrious  race,  and  razed  its  walls,  ^-^.j 
All  this  the  inhabitants  bore  patiently,  trusting 
that  in  their  defenceless  state,  and  with  the 
security  given  for  thdr  peaceful  conduct,  they 
would  henceforth  be  suffered  to  remain  unmo- 
lested ;  but  Brun  was  faithless  and  inhuman.  ' 
On  the  following  Christmas,  during  a  severe 
frost,  he  ordered  all  the  burghers,  their  wives 
and  children,  the  sick  and  decrepit,  to  quit  their 
homes;  and  the  whole  town,  even  to  the  mean- 
est hut,  to  be  levelled  to  the  ground.  These 
tidings  having  reached  Zuric,  the  sixty  hos- 
tages regardless  of  their  safety,  and  defying  the 
inclemency  of  the  season,  hastened  to  meet  their 
hapless  friends,  and  found  them  half  frozen  at 
their  pinfolds.  Such  was  the  atrocious  act 
committed  by  Brun,  because  he  had  not  the 
courage  to  defend  Rappcrswyl.  As  long  as  the 
sack  of  Magdeburg  will  stain  the  memory  of 
'niley,andthe  desolation  of  thePalatiaate  tarnish 
the  {^ory  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  so  long  will 
this  deed  of  Brun  be  reprobated  by  those  who 
think  mankind  has  evils  enough  to  encounter 
without  the  addition  of  the  ravages  of  war. 

Forty-five  years  had  now  elapsed  since  the  Zuric  »it- 
Helvetic  Confederacy  bad  dawned  in  the  field  tbe  s»iH 
Rutli,  when  Brun  conceived  a  project,  without  ncj. 
which  it  would  perhaps  never  fa^ve  emergedout 

Vol.  I.  z  ci 
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CHAP.  oHts  native  vallies.  The  danger  of  an  approach- 
•...fv-w  ing  war  with  Austria  induced  him  to  send  to  the 
forest  cantons  for  aid;  and  in  orderto  secure  their 
permanent  assistance,  to  oSer  a  perpetual  league. 
Hie  ancestors  of  the  Swiss  had  long  perceived 
that  Zuric  would  at  all  times. be  both  an  im- 
portant barrier  on  the  open  side  of  their  coun- 
try, and  a  convenient  market  for  their  coin> 
mercial  purposes ;  they  therefore,  without  fear 
of  impending  danger,  or  any  doubt  concerning 
the  justice  of  the  measure,  resolved  to  form  a 
perpetual  union  with  that  city  for  the  defence 
of  the  common  cause.  They  without  delay 
sent  deputies  to  Zuric,  who  on  the  second  day 
1331.  q(  j^i^y  sealed  and  confirmed  by  oath  the  follow, 
ing  compact. — *  We,  the  cantons  of  Zuric,  Lu- 

*  cern,  Uri,  Schwitz,  and  Underwalden,'  do 

*  hereby  enter  into  a  firm  and  perpetual  union : 
'  we  engage  to  assist  each  other  with  our  lives 

*  and  fortunes  against  all  who  shall  any  ways 

*  attempt  to  injure  us  in  our  honour,  property, 
'  or  freedom :  this  we  bind  ourselves  to  perform 

*  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places  within  the  Aar, 

3  Zuric  is  indebted  for  its  precedency  in  rank  solely  to 
ibe  forbearance  of  the  forest  cantons ;  Lucern  Had  the 
second  place)  because  it  was  likewise  a  city,  Uri  took  the 
rank  before  Schwit/,  because  the  venerable  race  of  Attfng- 
hausen  generally  held  the  ofHcc  of  Landamman  in  its 
valley. 
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*  the  Thur,  the  Rhine,  and  Mount  St.  Gothat-d: 

'  whenevri'  the  council  or  Gommunity  that  calls  v 
'  *  for  aid  shall  declare  on  oath  that  the  case  is 

*  urgeAt,  each  canton  shall  without  evasion  or 
'  delayj  and  at. its  own  cost*  send  the  demanded 

*  succour:  should  one  of  the  cantons  be  attack-  . 

*  ed   unawares,  all  the  Confederates  shall  in- 

*  stanlly  assemble,  and  not  lay  down  their  arms 

*  Until  they  have  obtained  redress  1   in  great 

*  emergencies,  such  as  a  distant  march  or  a  long 

*  campaign,  the  cantons  shall  hold  a  congress  at 

*  Einsidlen,  and  there  deliberate  On  the  mea- 

*  sures  to  be  pursued :  the  c^ntoii  which  shall 

*  summon  the  Confederates  to  a  siege  shall  de- 

*  fray  the  expences  of  the  necessary  implements: 

*  the  succour  shall  be  yielded  withiti  the  above* 

*  mentioned  limits ;  but  should  any  one  molest 

*  a  confederate  beyond  those  limits,  and  the 

*  ofiender  be  found  on  this  side  our  boundaries* 

*  he  shall  be  detuned  until  he  has  made  ample 

*  reparation :  we,  the  Confederate  Cantons,  so- 

*  lemnly  reserve  all  the  rights  of  the  Holy  Ro- 

*  man  Empire  and  its  sovereign,  and  each  of  us 

*  lus  previous  alliances :  each  cannon  may  form 

*  new  alliances,  but  not  to  the  prejudice  of  the 

*  Confederacy:    we   will  jointly  defend    the 

*  burgomaster,  the    tribes,    and    the    consti- 

*  tution    of    Zuric ;    should    (which    Heaven 
>  avert!)  any  dissension  arise  between  Zuric  and 

z  2  *  the 
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CHAP.   *  the  forest  cantons,  the  dty  shall  send  two  men 
i.tt-y^^  *  of  probity  and   wisdom,   and    the  cantcsis 

*  two  others,  to  Einsidlen,  and  these  four  shall 

*  on  oath  decide  the  difference :  should  their 

*  votes  be  equal,  they  shall  choose  a  fifth  confe- 

*  derate  of  any  canton,  and  he  shall  have  the 

*  casting  vote  :  in  order  that  this  compact  may 

*  have  general  and  constant  notoriety,  it  is  here< 

*  by  ordained  that  it  shall  be  renewed  every  ten 

*  years,  or  more  frequently  if  required,  and  be 

*  confirmed  by  all  of  the  age  of  sixteen  and  op- 
'  wards :  parts  of  this  covenant  may  be  altered 

*  or  repealed,  and  additions  may  be  made ;  but 
'  no  alterations,  nor  yet  the  omission  of  a  re- 

*  newal,  shall  impair  its  validity,  we  being  firmly 

*  resolved  that  this  Confederacy  shall  be  pcrpe- 

*  tual,  fixed,  and  inviolable.' 

Such  was  the  simple  brevity  these  unsuqject- 
hig  people  observed  even  in  their  most  importuit 
transactions,  which  in  more  polished  nations, 
where  all  manner  of  fraud  must  be  premised 
and  obviated,  will  no  doubt  appear  ihadequate 
and  perhaps  contemptible.  The  Swiss  in  par- 
ticular were  a  pldn,  honest  race,  sincere  and 
artless  in  all  their  "dealings,  but  ever  great  in 
the  hour  of  danger :  many  excelled  them  ia 
language  and  address,  but  none  in  the  day  of 
battle.  Brun,  on  the  other  hand,  was  eminently 
skUlicd  in  all  the  arts  of  a  pany  leader ;  vaunr- 
ing 
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ing  in  conversation,  sometimes  courageous  from  chap. 
the  fear  of  death,  vigilant  from  cowardice,  au-  ^^-v-*-» 
stere  to  a  degree  of  barbarity,  and  base  even  to 
perfidy :  he  was  formidable,  because  every  man 
is  formidable  who  suffers  no  tie  of  honour  or 
justice  to  control  him  :  in  his  many  Uemishes, 
as  well  as  few  good  qualities,  and  in  several  of 
his  destinies,  he  was  not  unlike  Aratus  of  Si- 
cyon.  The  league  of  the  Achseans,  which  the 
Gredan  chief  raised  from  obscurity,  was  indeed 
more  perfect  than  the  Helvetic,  the  cities  who 
composed  it  having  all  things  in  common  ex- 
cept their  walls :  but  because  its  first  period 
Was  coeval  with  the  rise  and  spreading  power 
of  the  Roman  republic,  its  duration  did  not  ex- 
ceed one  hundred  and  thirty-five  years :  whereas 
the  Swiss  Confederacy,  everassailed  by  fbrmi-' 
dable  and  inveterate  adversaries,  has  subsisted 
more  than  three  times  as  long,  and  has  at  length 
yidded  to  an  event  as  unforeseen  as  it  has  prov- 
ed disastrous.  Zuric  at  this  time  contuned  up- 
wards of  twelve  thousand  inhabitants,  some  of' 
whom  were  rich,  and  by  far  the  greater  num- 
ber free :  they  traded  into  Italy,  Flanders^  and  . 
as  far  as  Poland.  Count  John  of  Hapsburgand 
Ulric  de  Bonstetten  were  still  confined  in  the ' 
Wdlenburg,  where  the  former  composed  a  song 
on  his  calamity;  but  none  of  their  relations 
made 
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chap!  made  offi:rs  for  their  release,  nor  were  any  steps 
v^rv-v'  taken  towards  a  general  pacification. 
Wir  »itb  In  the  beginning  of  August,  Duke  Albert  of 
Austria,  son  to  King  Albert,  and  grandson  to 
the  great  Rudt^ph,  came  to  bis  palace  at  Bruck. 
Zuric  sent  a  deputation  to  conipUtnent  bim  and 
to  offer  presents:  he  thanked  them  and  accepted 
the  gifts,  A  few  days  after  be  assembled  aU 
his  civil  officers  and  vassals  from  the  Thurgau,. 
Argau,  Sundgau,  Alsace,  the  Black  Forest,  and 
Suabia :  be  stated  to  them  how  cruel  and  per- 
fidious the  burghers  of  Zuric  had  been  towards, 
many  of  his  subjects,  and  particularly  his  town^ 
of  Rapperswyl;  and  urged  the  necessity  of  .W' 
.immediate  and  exemplary  punishment.  This 
being  resolved,  the  duke  sent  for  the  deputies,, 
^okc  harshly  to  them,  and  insisted  that  Zuric 
should  rebuild  both  old  and  new  Rapperswyl, . 
restore  the  ^larches,  and  indemnify  him  and  his 
people  for  thfir  losses.    They  answered,  •  that 

*  Count  }o\\fi  had  been  the  aggfesgor  ;  that  he 

*  had  come  into  their  city  in  the  night,  and  ma.. 
*■  nlfestly  with  hostile  intentions :  that  their  own 

*  security  had  been  the  sole  motive  of  the  war, 

*  they  had  carried  on  ;  and  that  tliey  (the  de-. 

*  putigs)  were  not  authorised  to  comply  with 

*  the  terms  demanded  of  them.'  The  duke  upon 
tjji?  armed  without  delay.    Zuric  sent  to  the, 

Emperpf 
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Emperor  Charles  the  Fourth,  to  request  his  chap. 
amicable  interposition,but  at  the  same  time  sum-  <« 
moned  the  forest  cantons.  Charles  promised 
his  good-  offices  towards  an  accommodation ; 
and  the  Swiss  c;toie  early  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember with  flying  banners  into  the  city.  The 
duke  invested  Zuric  with  sixteen  thousand  men. 
Duke  Albert  was  now  in  the  sixty-third  year 
of  his  age  ;  he  was  tall  and  of  a  commanding 
aspect ;  his  mind  naturally  vigorous  was  im- 
proved by  study  and  observation }  he  Vas  dex- 
trous in  his  conduct  of  public  a^rs,  forcible  in 
his  language,  moderate  in  the  use  of  his  power, 
equitable  in  the  seat  of  justice,  and  friendly  to 
the  poor :  he  loved  cheerful  converse,  a  relaxa- 
tion he  stood  in  much  need  of,  having  long  been 
subject  to  painful  arthritic  complaints,  which 
when  they  prevailed  induced  an  asperity  ip  his 
temper  that  rei)dered  him  sullen  and  irascible. 
An  arbitration  between  him  and  the  Confede- 
rates was  agreed  on,  and  Zuric,  to  the  surprise 
and  great  concern  of  the  Swiss,  sent  sixteen 
hostages  for  the  execution  of  the  future  award. 
Although  the  treaty  now  framed- contained  va- 
'  rious  articles  highly  injurious  to  the  honour, 
and  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  Confede-, 
rates,  yet  the  friends  of  the  sixteen  hostages 
had  sufficient  influence  to  obtain  its  confirma^ 
tton.    The  article  that  speared  most  disgraceful 
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CHAP,  to  the  Swiss,  and  injurious  to  Uidr  honour, «« 
.  their  being  bound  to  swear  annually  to  the  ob. 
servance  of  the  contract.  A  people  like  this 
should  never  treat  but  on  the  day  after  a  vic-- 
tory.  When  the  deputies  of  Zuric  delivered  in 
thcu-  formal  ratification,  and  demanded  the  re. 
lease  of  their  hostages,  the  duke  upbraided  them- 
with  much  severity  for  not  having  as  yet  Ube. 
rated  Count  John  his  kinsman.  They  heard 
this  reproof  with  greit  surprise,  the  count  hav* 
ing  no  where  been  mentioned  in  the  treaty, 
although  others  in  his  predicament  had  been 
inserted.  The  Austrian  ministers,  who^  object 
in  the  whole  transaction  was  merely  to  gain 
time  for  preparation,  and  to  lull  the  Confcde* 
rates  into  a  fatal  security,  insisted  that  in  the 
words,  *  all  servants  of  Austria  and  its  depends  - 
*,ents,'  the  count  was  manifestly  included.  The 
Swiss,  indignant  at  the  artifice,  resumed  their 
arms ;  in  these  they  excelled,  but  not  in  nego. 
ciation. 

The  duke  summoned  all  his  retainers  and- 
allies,  and  among  these  also  the  people  of  Claris, 
who,  long  since  dependent  on  the  abbey  of  Seck- 
ingen,  were  governed  by  a  steward  nominated 
by  the  lady  abbess.  The  Counts  of  Hapsburg 
having  acquired  the  advocacy  of  the  abbey,  ob- 
tained likewise  the  feudal  tenure  of  this  office 
of  steward.  Hence  arose  much  uneasinesit  in' 
the 
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the  valley,  the  people  perceiving  the  intention  chap, 
of  the  duke  to  confine  the  limited  authority  of  t-^-v-*.* 
this  stewardship  with  his  absolute  power  in  the 
neighbouring  Gaster:  they  were  likewise  alarm- 
ed on  seeing  strangers  sent  to  govern  them  who 
-resided  in  castles,  and  were  surrounded  by  sol- 
diers ;  whereas  their  former  bailifis  were  mea 
of  their  own  valley,  dwelling  unguarded  in 
'wooden  huts  among  them.  The  -duke  more- 
over refused  to  renew  the  covenants  of  their 
avowed  hberties,  which  had  been  acddentally 
burnt;  and  withheld  the  stipulated  pay  of  a 
select  body  of  their  countrymen  who  had  vo- 
luntarily gone  on  a  distant  expedition  in  his  ser- 
vice.* The  men  of  Claris  were  ahardy  vigorous 
race,  armed  with  long  halberts,  and  inured  to 
every  toil :  they  were  obedient  to  their  lawful 
superiors,  but  scorned  the  horrors  of  unlimited 
servitude,  which  if  ever  it  prevails  in  this  valley 
must  soon  render  it  a  dreary  desart.  HencQ 
when  they  felt  the  oppressive  hand  of  Albert,- 
they  reflected  on  the  example  of  the  Swiss,  pre^ 
served  their  firmness  and  independent  spirit, 
but  suffered  themselves  to  be  biassed  neither  by- 
hope  nor  fear.  Walter,  a  knight  of  the  andent 
house  of  Stadion,  had  now  succeeded  his  iather 
in  the  ofEce  of  bailiff,  and  governed  with  stern 
jeverity. 

4  la  the  year  1330,againn  Colmar. 
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CHAP.  In  answer  to  the  summons  of  Duke  Mheit^ 
,„*-v^  this  people  declared,  'that  as  advocate  of  the 
who  joia    *  abbey  of  Scckingen,  he  had  an  undoubted 

*  right  to  call  them  forth  in  any  war  that  might 

*  concern  their  sovereign  princess^  the  lady  ab- 

*  bess ;  but  that  as  to  any  war  of  his  own,  in 

*  which  she  bore  no  part,  it  could  no  ways  af- 

*  fiKt  them,  nor  could  they  be  compdled  to  en- 

*  gage  in  it.'    The  duke  upon  this  sent  troops 
to  Claris,  not  only  to  awe  the  people  into  com- 

'    pliance,  but  also  to  harass  the  Swiss  cantons 
from  that  quarter,  and  thereby  prevent  the  sue- 

'  cour  they  might  send  to  Zuric.  No  sooner 
were  the  Swiss  apprized  of  this,  but  their  ban- 
ners instantly,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  advanced 
into  the  valley  of  Gtaris  j  and  so  far  were  the 
inhabitants  from  oSering  any  resistance,  that 
they  carefully  concealed  the  expedition  which 
had  been  concerted  with  them  from  the  b^liff, 
who  finding  himself  overpowered  fled  hastily 
out  of  the  country.  Thus  freed  from  their 
ot^ressors,  the  people  of  Claris  entered  into  a 
treaty  of  amity  with  the  Swiss ;  the  latter  en- 
gaging to  support  them  against  any  vindictive 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  dtike.  Two  hun- 
dred of  them  hereupon  joined  the  confederates, 
and  marched  to  the  defence  of  Zuric. 
1352.  The  winter  however,  had  ntit  yet  expired- 
when  Walter  of  Stadion  reiturncd  with  an  arm- 
ed 
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ed  force,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  seize  on  Gla-  chap. 
ris  by  surprise.  The  Alps  were  CQ%'ercd  with  i.«>-v-*j  ,  ■ 
deep  snow ;  the  people  were  collected  in  the 
valley;  each  man  living  in  his  wooden  hut 
with  his  wife  and  children,  andsurrounded  by 
his  cattle.  On  the  news  of  the  invasion  they 
all  flew  to  arms,  met  Stadion  in  the  field  Ruti 
near  Naefels,  and  assailed  him  with  the  impe- 
tuosity of  men  determined  to  maintain  their 
liberty  or  perish  in  the  attempt.  The  conflict 
was  severe  and  bloody :  Stadion  and  many 
nobles  fell,  and  his  people  fled  hastily  beyond 
the  frontier ;  the  conquerors  demolished  the 
castie  of  Nsefels,  and  returned  to  their  huts. 
Having  thus  singly  defended  chdr  country  and 
asserted  their  freedom, they,  conscious  of  having 
merited,  this  object  of  their  wishes,  sent  to  the 
Swisa  to  request  admittance  into  their  confe-' 
deracy. 

The  sole  purpose  of  this  confederacy  being  to  Admiited 
vindicate  their  native  independence,  the  Swiss  coofede- 
were  not  only  willing  but  solicitous  to  become  ""^'^ 
firmly  united  with  men  so  brave  and  free-mind- 
ed as  the  shepherds  and  husbandmen  of  Glaris.. 

*  The  duke  and  the  lady  abbess,*  it  was  agreed 
in  this  treaty, '  shaU  retain  all  their  rights  and 

*  revenues,  and  the  country  of  Glaris  all  its  li- 

*  berties.    We  of  Zuric,  Uri,  Schwitz,  and  Un- 

*  derwalden,  will  streijuously,  and  with  all  our, 

*  power, 
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CHAP.   *  power,  maintain  our  friends  of  Claris  in  the  se. 

*  cure  enjoyment  of  those  liberties  :  we  of  Gla- 

*  lis  will  be  crcr  ready  to  aid  our  confederates 

*  in  all  their  wars ;  and  at  their  desire  will  ac- 

*  cede  to  any  alliance  they  may  think  proper  to 

*  form  with  other  states :  to  obviate  all  future 

*  dissCTsions,  we  of  Claris  do  promise-that  if 

*  any  complaint  erf  ours  shall  appear  frivolous  or 

*  groundless  to  our  confederates,  we  will  wave 

*  it  \nthout  reluctance  or  delay :  should  any 

*  man  of  Claris  arm  against,  or  otherwise  mo- 
'  lest  our  confederates,  singly  or  collectively, 

*  he  shall  be  tried  for  his  life  by  the  magistrates 

*  of  our  own  valley ;  and  on  conviction  bis 
-  '  whole  property  shall  be  forfdted  to  the  con- 

*  fiederacy :  in  all  differences  that  may  arise, 

*  arbitrators  shall  be  chosen  by  both  parties, 

*  whose  award  shaU  be  decisive :  we  of  Claris 

*  shall  enter  into  no  alliance  without  the  con- 

*  currence  of  our  confederates.'  Mutual  con- 
fidence was  the  basis  of  this  treaty ;  in  which 
the  Swiss  were  equally  remote  from  sdfish 
.views,  as  the  men  of  Claris  from  suspicious 
apprehensions  in  yielding  up  various  points 
which  crafty  allies  might  easily  have  miscon- 
strued to  their  prejudice. 

f     Meanwhile  large  bodies  of  men  from  Basle 

and  Strasburg,  who  had  been  stationed  near 

Baden,   made  frequent  inroads  to   the  very 

gates 
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gates  of  Zuric.  Brun  -mih  fifteen  hundred  chap. 
burghers  marched  out  to  avenge  the  insult :  he  wv^ 
crossed  the  Limmat  and  advanced  towards  Tat- 
wyl.5  The  district  of  Baden  consists  of  many 
small  valleys,  watered  by  the  Reuss  and  limmat, 
whose  banks  being  diversified  by  a  rapid  suc- 
cession of  tufted  woods,  verdanthillsandbroken 
rocks,  afibrd  abundance  of  advantageous  posts. 
Bnin's  expedition  was  not  carried  on  with  the 
secrecy  that  might  have  insured  success ;  and 
he  moreover  was  so  destitute  of  information, 
that  Burcard  of  Ellerbach,  with  a  strong  body 
of  men  and  a  large  train  of  warlike  implements, 
had  actually  entered  Baden  before  he  had  any 
intelligence  of  their  approach.  The  Zurichers 
had  reached  Tatwyl,  when  they  learnt  that  in 
less  than  an  hour  they  were  to  be  attacked  by 
the  garrison  of  that  city,  which  now  con^sted 
of  four  thousand  men.  ■ 

The  burgomaster  upon  hearing  this  became  snu  cod' 
confounded  and  appalled:  he  called  his  servant:  01^  tJttf. 

*  My  friend,'  said  he  faultering, '  our  situation 

*  I  fear  is  extremely  hazardous  if  not  desperate. 

*  I  dare  hardly  own  it;  but  all  things  conndered, 

*  I  doubt  few,  perhaps  none  of  us,  will  eicape 

*  this  imminent  danger :  I  am  little  concerned 
*for  my  own  lifej  I  would  willingly  lay  it 

J  A  TiUagenot&r  fijjm  Baden. 

'   *  down 
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CHAP.   *  down  with  thoSe  of  my  dear  countrymeR; 

*  but  then  you  know  there  will  be  an  end  of 
'our  dty.    Who  will  inspire  fresh  courage! 

*  who  will  conduct  the  public  afiairs  ?  As  to  us, 

*  believe  me  our  best  expedient  will  be  (but  do 

*  not  betray  us)  to  return  together  to  Zuric' 
They  hereupon  withdrew  privately  to  a  country 
house,  of  Brun  not  far  from  the  city  walb. 
Stuki  the  banneret  and  Roger  Manesse,  misdng 
the  burgomaster  in  the  ranks,  animated  the 
disheartened  troop  by  their  own  resolute  mien 
and  deportment :  'the  latter  sprung  into  the 
front  and  exclaimed :  *  Here,  my  friends,  is  the 

*  enemy,  three  times  more  numerous  than  we 

*  are.    Our  country  this  day  looks  to  you  for 

*  its  salvation  ;  all  depends  now  upon  your  con- 
■*  duct  and  intrepidity.    But  think  not  that  we 

*  are  abandoned:  all  Zuric  is  arming :  our  fet- 

*  low  dtizens  are  hastening  to  our  relief  ^  and 

*  the  Swiss  are  near  at  hand.    To  secure  the 

*  assistance  of  the  latter,  the  council  of  war  have 
'  thought  it  expedient  to  send  the  burgomaster, 

*  OD  account  of  his  great  knowledge  of  the  coun- 

*  try,  to  meet  and  conduct  them  hither:  and  in 

*  the  meanwhile  they  have  invested  ine  with 

*  the  command.     Rouse,  fellow  citizens !  fight 

*  like  men,  brother  soldiers  I  Let  us  save  our 
<  country  or  perish  in  the  struck.    Here  5a 

*  Felix  /*  is  our  rallying  word.*    Thus-  spoke 

*  One  of  the  tutelary  saints  of  Zuric. 

Manesse 
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Mattesse  with  a  calm  undaunted  air  :  the  men    chap. 
drew  up,  and  firmly  awaited  the  charge.  ■-^^-y^  . 

Ellerbach  attacked  them  on  all  sides,  and  at 
each  side  found  an  impenetrable  front.  It  is 
reported  that  Manesse  had  placed  in  the  ranks 
where  he  expected  the  attack  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  a  number  of  mares  he  had  lately  taken, 
and  thereby  threw  thdr  horses  into  confusion. 
With  his  fifteen  hundred  men  he  stood  the  re- 
peated shocks  of  four  thousand  assailants  during 
three  hours;  when  night  approaching,  the  com-  ' 
batants,  exhausted  by  toil  and  dangers,withdrew 
'  from  the  arduous  conflict.  At  this  instant  was 
heard  the  shout  of- '  here  Zuricy  here  St.  Felix  /' 
Manesse  repeatedthe  welcome  sounds,  revived 
the  ardour  of  his  men,  and  renewed  the  fight. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants  of  four  vil-' 
lages,  co-burghers  of  Zuric,  who  knew  nothing 
of  the  action, had  assemb1ed,and  were  advancing 
over  the  hills  to  reinforce  their  feeble  army : 
they  heard  the  shout,  comprehended  its  mean* 
.ing,  and  rushed  furiously  upon  the  eneniy,  who 
soon  after  sunset'were  completely  routed.  Ma- 
nesse by  this  timely  exertion  saved  four.fiftha 
of  his  men :  he  pursued  the  fugitives  to  the 
walls  of  Baden,  passed  the  night  on  the  field  of 
battle,  and  at  the  dawn  of  day  marched  back  to 
Zuric.  He  buried  his  dead  close  to  the  city  walls, 
and 
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CHAP,   and  hung  out  at  the  town-house  the  six  ban* 
•  ners  he  had  taken  from  the  foe. 

The  Burgomaster,  whom  this  unlooked>for 
victory  had  struck  with  terror,  was  triumpli- 
antly  conducted  by  the  burghers  from  his  coun- 
try house  into  the  city,  and  there  with  joyful 
^  acclamations  confirmed  in  the  office  of  burgo- 
master for  life.  He  had  given  out  that  several 
lords  had  again  conspired  the  downfal  of  the 
tribes,  and  to  reduce  honest  tradesmen  to  the 
state  of  abject  tyranny  from  which  they  had 
been  the  means  of  rescuing  them  :  that  there- 
fore they  had  devoted  him  to  ruin,  and  had 
spread  the  report  that  he  had  fled  on  the  day  of 
.battle.  The  people,  whose  voice  is  often  called 
the  voice  of  God,  believed  the  delusive  plea ; 
and  his  power  was  not  only  preserved  but  even 
augmented.  Mancsse  had  no  reward  but  the 
,  conscious  approbation  of  his  own  heart,  which 
no  popular  sentiment  can  either  give  or  take 
away. 

Early  in  the  ensuing  spring,  before  the  duke 
had  prepared  his  forces,  a  band  of  Swiss  mardi- 
cd  down  the  Argau  and  burnt  the  Beron-min- 
8ter  and  seven  villages.  One  thousand  Aus- 
trians  soon  after  came  into  the  neck  of  land 
which  separates  the  lakes  of  Zug  and  Luceru, 
and  pillaged  and  burnt  the  town  of  Kusnaqht. 
While 
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"While  these  were  retreating  loaded  «ith  Spoil  chap. 
forty-two  men  of  the  forest  cantons  resolved  to  <^-y^- 
hazard  a  sudden  attack,  in  hopes  of  rescuing  ' 

the  booty.  Seventeen  of  them  were  killed  at  the 
first  onset ;  but  the  remaining  five-and-twenty 
maintained  the  fight,  and  darted  such  looks  of 
confidence  on  their  thousand  foes,  that  these  ~ 
suspecting  the  present  attack  to  be  a  mere  stra^ 
tagem,  and  that  a  greater  force  was  near  at 
hand,  fled  in  great  disorder.  It  was  an  estab* 
lished  law  among  the  Swiss  that  he  who  fled 
from  battle  should  su&r  death,  and  his  poste- 
rityfor  three  generations  be.doomed  to  infamy. 
7he  insult  on  Kusnacht  was.  avenged  by  the  dc- 
moHtion  of  the  Austrian  castle  of  New  Hapa< 
burg  near  Lucern.' 

While  the  best  warriors  of  the  forest  cantons  za^re- 
were  absent  on  the  defence  of  Zuric,  the  people  ^c<^" 
of  Schwitz  were  apprized  by  tbe,  landing  of  a'*"'*'" 
detachment  of  Austrians  from  Zug  near  the 
viflage  of  Art,^  within  their  boundaries,  what 
dangers  they  had  to  apprehend  from  that  quar- 
ter.     The  ancient  town  of  Zug,  founded  by  thi 
Counts  of  Lenzburg,  stands  on  a  fertile  spot 
open .  on  many  sides,  and  hence   secured  by 
strong  walls  and  ample  towers:  the'  surrounding 
hills  were  occupied  by  many  barons  and  nobles, 

'  Near  th«L,b4ad  of  the  ULe  of  Zug-  > 
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CHAP,  of  whom  a  great  number  bad  accepted  the  jfree- 
■..v-^  dom  of  that  city.  To  an  iaveterate  enmity 
that  had  long  subsisted  between  the  nobles  and 
the  citizens  had  now  succeeded  an  equal  rivalry 
'  between  the  citizens  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country;  the  latter,  fixjoi  a  coincidence  of  man- 
ners, being  moreover  much  more  addicted  to 
the  Swiss  than  the  townsmen.  The  Swiss,  at 
this  time  at  open  war  with  Austria,  resolved  to 
secure  this  important  frontier,  which  the  duke 
thou^t  of  Sufficient  strength  to  require  but  a 
small  garrison ;  and  had  accordingly  placed  in 
it  only  a  few  arquebusiers  from  Strasbut^,  who 
were  more  bent  on  spoiling  the  ndghbouring 
country  than  providing  for  the  defence  of  the 
dty.  •■ 

Six  hundred  men  from  ^uric,  and  two  thou- 
sand from  the  forest  cwtons,  advanced  suddenly 
towards  Zug,  and  were  immediately  joined  by 
the  neighbouring  country  pcc^le.  The  Confe- 
derates declared,  *  that  they  were  far  from  in* 

*  tending  to  deprive  the  duke  of.  any  privilege 
'  or  property,  or  the  town  of  Zug  of  its  estab- 

*  lished  constitution ;  but  that  they  were  resolved 

*  to  ensure  the  safety  of  their  country :  that  a 

*  free  access  to  the  town  of  Zug,  which  they 

*  would  maintain  with  all  their  might,  would 
'  prove  equally  beneficial  to  its  burghers,  and 

*  productive  of  -security,  to  the  Gwifederates ; 

'  and 
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'  and  that  if  the  burghers  refused  to  surrender,  ^^'■ 
■  the  Switfs  must  of  necessity  compel  them  by  j-^-v^*"^ 
*  force  of  arms.'  The  town,  ill  supplied  with 
provisions,  and  no  doubt  distracted  by  internal 
factions,  demanded,  and  easily  obtained,  a  short 
truce.  Herman,  one  of  the  principal  burghers, 
was  dispatched  with  ^}1  speed  to  the  duke  at 
Kcenigsfelden  to  solicit  immediate  succour  :  he 
urged  his  cause  with  much  earnestness ;  but 
the  duke  glanced  at  him  with  an  air  of  con- 
tempt, and  instead  of  listening  to  his  repre^nta- 
dons  kq>t  conversing  with  one  of  his  faulconers. 
Herman  disconcerted  at  this  mark  of  neglect 
did  not  conceal  his  emotion;  bat  the  duke  t<^d 
3iim  with  cold  indifference  that  he  might  return 
home  undismayed,  for  that  all  this '  mlschiof 
■would^  be  soon  redressed.  The  burghers  of 
Ziig  on  hearing  this  admitted  the  banners  of  the 
Confederates  into  their  city,  and  reserving  aQ 
the  rights  and  revenues  of  the  duke  swore  to 
the  Confederacy. 

Albert,  instead  of  engaging  in  a  war  merely 
for  the  reduction  of  Zug  and  Gferis,  reserved 
to  pursue  a  more  extensive  plan  :  and  by  col- 
Jecting  all  the  forces  of  his  hereditary  domi- 
nions and  allies,  to  crush  at  once  the  audacigus 
city  of  Zuric,  and  thereby  deprive  the  Confede- 
racy of  all  its  vigour  and  renown.  For  this 
purpose  he  imposed  heavy  taxes  on  the  clergy 
A  A  2  and 
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and  aliens  in  his  territories;  and  obtained  auxi' 
liaries  from  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg,  the 
son  of  the  Emperor  Lewis  of  Bavaria,  the  Bur- 
grave  of  Nuremberg,  the  numerous  branches  of 
the  house  of  Neuchattel,  five  bishops,  many 
counts,  nobles,  and  cities  of  Suabia,  Burgundy 
and  Helvetia  j  and  among  these  even,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  previous  treaty,  from  Berne  and  its 
allies  of  the  Oberiand,  Hasli,  and  other  parts. 
The  command  of  this  army,  consisting  of  thirty 
thousand  foot  and  four  thousand  spearmen  on 
horseback,  was  g^ven  to  Count  Everard  of 
Wurtemberg.  Three  weeks  after  the  day  on 
which  the  duke  slighted  the  exhortations  of 
Herman,  this  host  took  the  field  and  investfid 
^uric.  After  various  alternate  successes  the- 
besiegcrs,  although  the  country  lay  open  before 
them,  experienced  a  scarcity  of  provisions, 
which  thdr  great  numbers  rendered  truly  alarm- 
ing. The  Elector  of  Brandenburg  was  the  first 
who  perceived  that  this  unwieldy  and  disJMnted 
multitude  would  not  avail  against  the  ulianimity 
and  perseverance  of  the  Confederates:  he  there- 
.fore  offered  to  mediate  an  accommodation;  but 
the  negotiation  had  not  proceeded  for  when  the 
Swiss,  whose  post  was  on  a  hill  without. the 
wall,  saw  one  morning  the  wholecountry  clear- 
ed of  all  their  enemies  except  the  Berners,  who 
.  thinking  such  a  clandestine  retreat  disgraceful, 
..'....  ^^ 


THE  HELVETIC  CONFIDERACY.  373 

still  occupied  their,  camp.    They  however  Uke-    chap. 
wise  struck  their  tents  in  the  course  of  the  day,  >,,*>-v-!0 
the  success  of  the  duke  against  Zuric  being  to 
them  a  matter  of  much  indifference. 

The  elector  repaired  to  Lucern,  and  was  there  p«ace. 
met  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  all  the  contend- 
ing parties  i  and  a  treaty  was  concluded,  which 
stipulated  as,  follows. — '  All  prisoners  shall  be 

*  released,  and  all  spoils  and  hostages  returned 

*  by  both  parties:  Lucern,  Schwitz,  and  Under-  " 

*  walden,  will  continue  to  maintain  the  duke  in 

*  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  his  rights  and  reve-     " 

*  nues  in  their  countries :  Zug  and  Claris  will 

*  pay  him'  their  wonted  allegiance,  and  he  will 

*  be  their  friend :  the  Confederates  will  hence- 

*  forth  make  no  alliance  with  an  Austrian  town 

*  or  country  ;  and  Zuric  and  Lucern  will  admit 

*  no  subject  of  Austria  into  their^  burghership  : 

*  Count  John  shall  be  released ;  and  he  and  the 
'  Counts  Rudolph   and  Godfried   engage   to 

*  preserve  peace  and  harmony  with'Zuric  :  all 

*  former  alliances^  immunities,  and  established    . 

*  regulations,  shall  remain  inviolate.*  All  the 
parties  gave  to  the  elector  att^ted  ratifications 
of  this  treaty.  Count  John,  after  a  confinement 
of  two  years  and  a  half,  was  ac  length  released, 
and  the  sixteen  hostages  were  set  at  liberty. 
Ulrlc  de  Bonstetten  had,  in  consideration  of  his 
age^  and  venerably  njother,  and  at  the  interces- 
sion 
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CHAP  »oti  of  the  Udy  abbess  of  Zuric,  aod  tli£  abbot 
(.f-v-^  of  St.  GalHen,  both  his  retations-and  nameaafces, 
been  released  the  year  before.  So  opulent  wa» 
this  family  that,  after  having  defrayed  all  the 
losses  occasioned  by  his  imprisonment,  Ulric 
was  z\Ac  to  lend  considerable  sums  to  the  Duke 
of  Austria.  Thus  ended  this  war  occasioned 
by  the  conspiracy  of  the  nobles  against  BruO, 
in  which  the  duke  shewed  biit  little  skill 
and  vigour ;  and  the  Confederates,  by  their 
conduct  at  Ruti,  Tatwyl,  and  Kusnacht,  and 
by  their  equity  in  their  treaties  and  alHances, 
have  handed  down  to  posterity  unequi\[ocal 
proofe  of  their  valour,  justice,  and  moderation. 
•  Beme  en-  This  au^icious  yeaf  was  not  yet  closed  when 
Confede-  the  dcputics  of Uri,  Schwitz,  and  Underwalden, 
'*'^^'  the  intrepid  auxiliaries  at  Laupen,  and  of  thrif 
allies  the  cities  of  Zuric  and  Lucern,  met  those 
of  Berne  at  z  congress  held  at  Lucern,  and 
there,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Berners  from 
being  again  compelled  by  subordinate  alliances 
to  take  the  field  against  the  cantons^  invited 
them  to  accede ,  to  their  Confederacy.  The 
following  terms  were  proposed  and  instantly 
accepted.     *  The  Swiss  of  the  three  forest  can- 

*  tons  shall  be  assisted  by  Berne  when  and  in 
V             *  whatever  manner  they  shall  require :  and  the 

*  cantons  reciprocally,  engage  to  defend  the  city 
'  of  Berne,  its  burghers,    co-burners,   fieft, 

•  mortgages, 
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*  mortgag«,  and  all  appurtenances  :  the  Swiss    chap. 

*  when  summoned  shall  without  subsidy  march  v..-,-^ 

*  over  mount  Brunig  into  the  vale  of  Unter- 

*  seeri :  sliould  this  march  not  produce  the  de- 

*  sired  effect,  they  will  advance  further,  and' 

*  Berne  will  pay  to  each  man  one  groat  Tour- 

*  Dois :  the  expences  of  such  wars  as  shaU  affect 

*  both  parties,  shall  be  borne  in  common ;  and 
'  expeditions  into  the  Argau,  whichever  be  the 

*  summoning  party,  shall  be  defrayed  by  both  :* 

*  no  subsidy  shall  be  given,  if,  while  either  party 

*  is  waging  war  in  the  Oberland,  the  other  ad- 

*  vances  in  the  low  lands  against  an   enemy. 

*  Wc  the  Berners  promise  to  assist  Zuric  and 

*  Lucern  whenever  required  by  our  Swiss  con- 

*  federates :  we  of  Zuric  and  Lucern  promise 

*  that  whenever  Berne  shall  be  attacked,  and  its 

*  council  shall  send  to  the  Swiss  cantons  for  sue* 
'  cour,  we  will  at  our  own  cxpence  immediately 

*  march  to  its  assistance :  should  a  difference 

*  ever  arise  between  Berne  and  the  forest  can- 

*  tons,  a  congress  shall  be  held  at  Kienholz:' 

*  each  party  shall  name  two  arbitrators ;  and 

*  should  Berne  be  the  complainant,  its  deputy 

*  The  Dukes  of  Austria,  the  most  powerful  princes  in 
the  Argau,  were  then  already  considered  as  the  hereditary 
enemies  of  this  Confederacy. 

9  A  castle  and-  village  near  the  head  of  the  lake  of 
Sriena,  which  have  since  been  washed  away  by  torrents. 

'  shall 
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CHAP.   *  shall  choose  one  out  of  sixteen  men  proposed 
\^-y^^  '  by  the  canton  complained  of;  and  these  five 

*  shall  decide  according  to  the  established  laws 

*  and  equity,,  and  upon  oath :  should  the  com- 
f  plainant  be  one  of  the  three  cantons,  the  same 

*  shall  choose  a  senator  of  Berne  as  the  fifth  ar- 

*  bttrator.    This  league,  reserving  all  previous 

*  alliances  and  privileges,  shaU  be  binding  to  us 

*  and  our  posterity  for  ever.* 

Another        Thc  dukc,  after  havinir  mourned  for  the  loss 

*F«rwilh  .  '  "  . 

Anitrit,  of  his  consort,'"  sent  to  Zug  and  Claris  and 
demanded  that  at  the  next  homage  to  be  paid 
by  them  they  should  formally  renounce  their 
leagues  with  the  cantons.  The  Confederates 
intimated  to  them  that  in  the  late  treaty  of 
peace  no  mention  whatever  had  been  made  of 
these  leagues ;  and  they  accordingly  made  an- 
swer, '  that  they  were  ready  to  swear  allegiance 

*  conformably  to  the  terms  of  the  late  pacifica- 

*  tion,  and  the  existing  laws.*  The  duke  re- 
jected this  oath  with  scorn,  reprobated  at  a  diet 
at  Worms  the  insidious  interposition  of  Zuric 
and  the  Confederates,  and  obtained  from  the 
princeis  of  the  empire  a  promise  of  support. 

IMS.    The  Emperor  soon  after  being  on  a  progress  in 
these  parts  came  to  Zuric,  and  the  Swiss  depu- 

'"  Joan  of  P6» :  he  assigned  her  Jllnets  as  the  cause  of 
his  feeble  conduct  at  the  termination  of  the  last  war. 

ties 
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ties  resorted  to  his  court  to  vindicate  their  con-  chap. 
duct :  they  could  not,  it  is  true,  exhibit  many  v^'v-v 
grants  of  privileges  ;  those  they  claimed  they 
derived  from  nature  and  their  primitive  man- 
ners, and  were  held  by  prescription  from  time 
immemorial.  Attempts  to  encroach  upon  them 
had  indeed  been  frequent,  but  they  had  alwayj 
been  repelled;  nor  could  one  instance  be  addu> 
ced  of  their  having  ever  surrendered  any  of  their 
inherent  rights.  All  that  the  deputies  therefore 
could  lay  before  the  Emperor  was  the  authentic  , 

record  of  their  Confederacy,  which  «n  no  in- 
stance trenched  upon  the  prerogatives  of  the 
duke.  The  Emperor  advised  them  to  send  to 
the  duke  a  formal  declaration  to  that  effect : 
tljis  they  complied  with,  but  received  no  an- 
swer. Differences  like  these,  the  objects  of 
which  are  not  some  individual  claim  or  privi- 
lege, but  the  limits  of  authority  on  one  hand, 
and  of  freedom  on  the  other,  are  seldom  adjusted  ' 
by  negociation  ;  the  most  candid  and  best  in- 
formed often  viewing  the  points  in  debate  in 
different  lights.  An  appeal  will  ultimately  be 
made  to  the  sword  ;  and  the  party  possessing 
the.  greatest  share  of  dexterity  and  perseverance, 
and  which  knows  best  how  to  avail  itself  of  op- 
portunities, will  seldom  ful  to  compass  its  end. 
Albert  had  resolved  to  curb  the  power  of  the 
^tyiss,  in  order  gradually  to  reduce  this  whole 
country 
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CHAP,  country  under  his  absolnte  sway :  he  laid  on 
v.-r-A-'  heavier  taxes  than  ever  had  been  levied  before, 
and  raised  an  army  so  numerous,  that  his  object 
appeared  far  less  to  have  been  the  subjugating 
ef  the  Swiss,  than  a  grand  display  of  the  magni- 
tude of  the  Austrian  power. 
*ndwitb     ■   The  Emperor,  who  celebrated   the  ensuing 

"imm'."'  festival  of  Easter  at  Zuric,  offered  his  award  to 
both  parties  as  head  of  the  empire.  The  duke, 
who  could  lose  nothing  by  the  acceptance,  for 
nothing  was  ever  intended  to  be  taken  from 
him^  wilUngly  acquiesced;  and  the  Confederates 
likewise  assented,  with  the  reservation  however 
of  thdr  perpetual  and  inviolable  league.  This 
reservation,  the  more  it  was  condemned  by  their 
adversaries,  the  more  they  insisted  upon  its 
being  admitted  as  an  indispensaUe  preliminary. 
The  Emperor,  irritated  by  the  suggestions  of 
the  |H"inces  who  surrounded  him,  declared  '  that 

*  the  Swiss  Confederacy  was  null  and  void;  that 

*  members  of  the  empire-  had  no  right  to  com- 

*  bine  together  without  the  consent  of  its  su- ' 
<           '  prtime  head  j  that  he  gave  the  Swiss  two  days 

*  to  consider  whether  they  would  in  all  things 

*  comply  with  his  proposed  award.'  The  depu- 
ties hereupon  deliberated  which  would  be  the 
■most  pernicious  evilj  the  wrath  of  the  Emperor, 
or  the  dissolution  of  their  Confederacy ;  and 
at  length  resolved  to  send,  in  the  name  of  the 

whole 
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■whole  11311011,  an  answer  to  thb  efiect  f  *  that    chak 

*  they  were  a  plain  artl«B  people,  who  did'not  s**-r-o 

*  understand  nice  legal  dbtinctions  i  but  diat 

*  thdy  considered  an  oath  as  sacred,  and  that* 
'  accordindy  what  they  had  once  c(»ifirnied  by 
'  oath  they  were  dctermuied  to  muntain.'  They 
tendered  to  the  duke  a  hit  compensation  for 
all  his  rights  and  domains  in  their  valleys,  and 
agreed  that  the  Emperor  should  name  the  equi- 
valent :  but  the  duke,  who  was  in&exiUe  in  his 
purpose  of  making  himsdf  absolute  master  of 
this  country,  and  thereby  of  the  most  conve- 
nient pass  into  Italy,  Scornfully  rejected  the 
offer.  An  Austrian  army  now  passed  the  river 
Glatt,  occupied  Old  and  New  Rapperswyl,  both 
which  they  rebuilt  and  fortified ;  and  from 
that  centra  position  cut  off  all  communication 
through  the  pass,  and  greatly  annoyed  both  the 
Swiss  and  the  city  of  Zuric  Three  weeks  after 
this  invasion  came  also  the  Emperor  with  all  his 
princes  spiritual  and  tempord,  and  having  joined 
the  duke  encamped  before  Zuric  Four  thou- 
sand Confederates  wra-e  now  beweged  by  five 
times  that  number  (^  horse  and  in&ntry.  The 
Swiss  made  many  sallies,  and  meeting  with  men 
they  knew,  often  parleyed  with  them,  and  dis- 
coursed on  the  ori^n  and  injustice  of  the  war. 
The  maxim  which  had  been  adduced,  that  mem- 
bers of  the  empire  had  no  right  to  league  toge- 
ther 
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CHAP,  ther  without  the  assent  of  its  supreme  bead,  o(- 
^  fen(£d  many,  and  seemed  to  them  whoUy  un*- 
dnwded.  These  murmurs  reached  the  ears  of' 
the  Emperor,  and  it  now  o(xurred  to  him  that' 
it  mbbecame  him,  as  head  c^  the  empire,  to  wage 
war  against  any  of  its  members,  contrary  to  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  its  states :  he  pub- 
licly declared  that,  as  this  majority  seemed  to 
af^rove  the  reservation  of  the  le^pie  demanded 
by  the  Swiss,  he  had  lio  option  left  but; to  d^ 
cide  accordingly.  The  day  after  this  dcdaration 
the  whole  Imperial  army  struck  their  tents: 
they  withdrew  in  such  disorder  that-  none  knew 
who  wentfirst  and  who  last;  aqd  the.coniustbQ 
was  greatly  increased  by  their  ceretfiopious  con- 
tests concerning  preccdepcy.  This,  like  most 
wars  of  the  empire,  was  begijtn  with  great  splen- 
dour and  ostentation,  carried  on;  with  fceHc 
efforts,  and  terminated  without  any  apparoit 
necessity.  ' 

Wliile  the  Austrians  who  continued  the  aege 
repulsed  the  frequent  sallies  of  the  Confederates, 
a  body  of  Hungarbns  in  the  duke's  army  conif 
mitted  such  depredations  on  the  inhabitants  of 
both  parties,  that  the  whcJe  country  exhausted 
and  detracted  loudly  called  for  peace  j  and  the 
duke  saw  himself  compelled  to  admit,  at  a  diet 
at  Ratisbonne,  that  the  reservation  of  the  league 
claimed  by  the  Swiss  should  be  a  preliminary  of 
the 
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<hc  future  award.  The  Emperor  upwi  this  stfnt  ckak 
an  instrtimcnt  purporting  tb  be  a  declaration  of  ^..f-r'*^ 
the  Confederates,  such  as  would'tend  to  padfy  ad  aitempt 
the  duke.  Austrian  emissaries  brought  it,  not  the  confe- 
to  a  general  congress  6(  the  fGftnfederatcB,  biit 
to  the  cantons  separirteiy.  firun,  the  "Burgo- 
master of  Zuric,  called  together -a  few  Behators 
and  signed  it  in  the  riatjic  of  his  dly.  Tbence 
they  went  to  Zug 'artd' Lucefn :  a;c  Zug^the 
burghers  observed  in' the  countenances  of  (he 
emissaries,  who  thought.jtnebdless  to'usemuth 
circumspection,  with  so  rude  a  people,  indida-, 
tions  of  duplicity  which  -  alsrmed  them  }  and 
raised  a  Buspicion  thai  some  ambiguity  was  con- 
tained in  the  declaration  which  might  endang^ 
'Uie- Confederacy :  they  sent  a  caution  to  the 
Landamman  of  S<lhwrrz,  who  immediately 
■Warned  the'  whole  country  not  to  sigii  tlw  in-i 
strum^t,  and  summoned  a  genera)  congress  at 
Zurfc.  The  deputies  being  met,  those  from 
Schwitz  demanded  tliat  the  deed  signed  by  Zu>- 
ric  should  be  laid  before  the .  asseinbly ;  they 
read  in  it  as  follows:.'*  All- countries,  peopde, 

*  towns,  castlesj  and. jurisdictions  belon^ng  td 
'  or  dependant  upon .  us  (the  diike)  which  the 

*  Confederates  have  tiarbig  the  war  alienated 

*  from  us,  they  agree  to' restore  and  wholly*  t6 
-'relinquish;'  (this  manifeGtly  related  to' the 
"league  with  Zug  andQIaris)  '  and  should  any 
;     . . ,  '  'of 


.vCoo^^lc 


J«« 


THE  HierORY-OF 

« of  the  Coafederates  rcnst  this   restitutioHr 

*  the  city  of  Zuric  will  jwn  with  us  in  order  to 
'  compd  tbcan :  all  differences  relating  to  our 
« towns  or  our^  forest  cantons  shall  be  adjusted 

*  by  a  c(^ini9fia;ry^,  who  shall  npt  be  a  confedc- 

*  rate,  awl  wha  ^all  bt  ^^ai^  Jiy  Austria  and 

*  Zuric ;  we  promise  to  defend  Zuric  vgunst 

*  any  attempt  that  nuy  be  made  to  mf^st  th« 

*  city  in  copacquence  of  this  agreement:  aUpr&> 

*  vicms  ^Hances  immunities,  and  privileges  ar« 

*  reserved-,  butjQO  eagagement  whatever  with 
'the  Confederates  shall  exempt  Zuric  firooa 

*  the  obscrvance-of  tWs  compact.'  All  the  d& 
puties  upon  hearing  this  rose  and  solonnly  de- 
dared,  *  that  if  this  ambiguoos  clause  had  any 

*  indirect  reference  to  their  leagues  with  Zug 

*  and  Claris,  they  had  been  basely  doxived,  and 

*  that  they  were  determined  not  to  accede  to 

*  it.*  They  moreover  asked  what  the  duke  meant 
when  he  called  them  jbif  forest  cantons  ?   '  Has 

*  any  emperor  or  prince,'  they  added,  *  ever 

*  conquered  us?    are  we  slaves?    or  have  not 

*  our  ancestors  of  their  own  accord  accepted 

*  the  protection,  but  never  the  sovereignty  of 

*  the  empire?  Wc  are  free,  and  know  of  no 

*  laws  but  those  of  our  own  making :  we  are 
'willing  to  trust  our- frietlds  of  Zuric  $  but 

*  wherefcure  the  invidious  distinctlcm  made  be- 

*  tween  them  and  us  ?  why  shall  a  stranger 

*  named 
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*  named  by  Austria  and  Zuric,  determine"  re-    cha*.. 

*  specting  the  concerns  of  our  valleys.'    They  <..^ry^ 
spoke  with  firmness  and  indignation,    firun 
answered,  *  that  he  had  tio  Uame  in  the  execu- 

*  don  of  the  dedaration :  that  wJhea  the  An-- 

*  strian  emissaries  came,  they  pretended  to  be  so' 

*  much  in  haste  that'  he  could  ncA  detain  them  ; 

*  and  that  therefore,  with  his  wonted  Hmplidty, 

*  he  had  subscribed  the  instrument  j  that,  how- 

*  ever,  there  was  no  cause  for  despondoicy ; 
'  that  sojme  expedient  might  stiU  be  found  to 

*  preserve  the  blesangs  of  peace  j  and  that  an 

*  appeal  stating  the  unfairness  of  the,  proceeding 
<  might  be  sent  to  the  Emperor  :  that  iodeed 

*  the  city  could  not  revoke  what  had  beeti  for- 

*  mally  confirmed  in  its  name ;  but .  that  this 

*  transaction  should  prove  no  ways  detrimental 

*  to  their  unicMi ;  and  that  their  friendly  io- 

*  tercourse  should  thereby  suflFer  no  manner  oi 
'  abatement  or  interruption.'  The  confedcnitci 
upon  this  resolved  to  ^nd  a  remonstrance  to 
the  Emperor,  who  was  then  in  Moravia ;  and 
waited  impatiently  till  the  next  month  of  July 
for  an  answer.     Zuric  in  the  meanwhile  enters 

ed  into  a  defensive  alliance  with  Albert,  the     iius. 
terms  of  which  were  of  far  greater  importance 
than  was  consistent  with  the  stipulations  of  the 
perpetual  league.  ,1 

"The 
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CHAP.  The  Emperor  at  length  sent  a  rescript  or* 
^.^i-y-v^  dainiDg,'*  that  the  Swiss  should  on  no  account 
sdiwite*^*  consider  Zug  and  Claris  as  thdr  allies;  and 

*  that  their  disregard  of  this  injunction  would 

*  expose  them  to  his  displeasure  and  resentment.' 
The  confederates  on  hearing  this  menace  net 
at  Lucem  i  Zuric  in  this  momentous  crisis  re- 
mained neutral.  The  men  of  Schwitz  stood  up 
and  declared,  *  that  as  to  themselves  they  pd- 

*  sitively  rqectcdthe  clause  as  signed  by  Zuric; 

*  and  that  the  consequences  of  this  refi^sal  they 

*  cheerfully  committed  to  God  and  their  right 

*  arm.'  Lucern,  Uri,  and  Underwalden,  en- 
deavoured to  soften  their  firm  resolve  ;,  but  at 
length  it  was  agreed  by  all  that  the  declaratioa 
should  not  be  accepted  until  the  words  h'u  forest 
cantons  were  expunged,  and  their  leagues  with 
Zug  and  Glarb  formally  acknowledged.  An 
Austrian  commissary  came  soon  after  to  de- 
mand the  homage  of  Zug  and  Claris.  These 
people  answered,  *  that  until  either  the  duke 

*  had  confirmed  their  leagues  with  the  Swiss 
•Confederates,  or  these  confederates  had  de- 
'  dared  them  void,  they  knew  not  in  what  man- 
'  ner  to  swear  allegiance.'  This  demur,  how- 
ever, would  soon  have  yielded  to .  the  menaces 
that  were  thrown  out  by  the  Austrians,  had 
not  the  Sch\«tzers  seasonably  interfered.  Being 
ipprized  of  these  proceedings,  they  declared, 

•that 

D.s.i,:.do,  Google 


THE  HgtVETIC  CONFEDERACY.  385 

*  that  no  one  in  fact  could  penetrate  the  inten-    chap. 

*  tions  of  the  duke ;  but  that  all  knew  that  the  v.*-vw 

*  leagues  with  Zug  and  Gkris  had  heen  solemnly 
'  confirmed  by  oath,  and  ought  to  be  maintain- 
'  ed !  that  these  leagues  therefore  they  were 

*  firmly   resolved  to  vindicate,  either  jointly 

*  with  their  confederates,  or  by  themselves/ 
They  summoned  Lucern,  Uri,  and  Underwal- 
den ;  but  thesp  proved  tardy.  Caution  before* 
and  celerity  after  a  resolve,  constitute  true  po- 
licy. The  Schwitzers  marched  without  delay 
under  the  banner  of  their  forefathers,  and  en- 
tered Claris  and  Zug.  Reciprocal  engagements 
of  perpetual  union  and  mutual  defence  were 
hererenewedandconfirmedbyoaths:  theduke's 
commissary  perceiving  that  neither  force  nor 
cunning  could  prevail,  discontinued  his  efforts  ; 
and  the  .  Schwitzers  having  thus  achieved  their 
purpose,  returned  into  their  valley  fearless  and 
contented. 

Several  neighbouring  lords  and  citiesj  weary  Truce  of 
of  incessant  alarms,  and  among  these  the  Baron     isfSi 
of  Thorberg,  one  of  the  principal  administrators 
of  the  Austrian  dominions  in  Helvetia,  soon 
after   this  mediated  an  armistice."     Allbert's 
temper  as  well  as  constitution  were  now  rapidly 

"  For  eleven  years }  and  to  contiuoe  in  force  after  that 
term,  till  one  mouth  after  dther  of  the  parties  shall  ha.ve 
declared  it  void:       .  '  > 

VOL.  I,  B  B  yielding 
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CHAP,  yielding .  to  his  cruel  disorder :  he  refused  M 
w-A-'  give  audience  to  the  deputies  whom  Zurtc  some 
time  after  sent  to  his  court ;  and  his  son  Ru- 
dolph gave  strict  orders  that  the  name  of  the 
Swiss  should  never  be  mentioned  in  his  pre- 
sence. Pain  and  peevishness  had  now  rendered 
his  life  loathsome  to  himself  and  burtbensome 
to  others.  At  length  he  expired  at  Vienna  in 
the  seventieth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  fiftieth 
after  the  assassination  of  his  father :  his  confi- 
dential counsellors  were  immediately  dismissed. 
«run'i  Rudolph  Brun  likewise  lived  to  see  thedown- 

fal  of  his  hme  and  consequence.  After  lia^ng 
compassed  the  important  object  of  a  league  with 
the  confederate  cantons,he  sanctioned  the  odious 
declaration  which  directly  militated  with  the 
spirit  and  tendency  of  that  very  Confederacy ; 
and  swayed  by  selfish  motives  he  entered  into  a 
j(59.  secret  engagement  with  the  duke,  •  to  serve 
'  him  and  his  delegates  during  life,  and  to  use 
'  his  best  .endeavours  to  promote  his  interest 
'  in  every  emergency  :  to  be  ever  true  and  sub- 

*  servient  to  him;  not  indeed  against  the  Empe- 

*  ror,  the  city  of  Zuric,  or  the  confederates; 

*  yet  with  a  reservation  not  to  be  deterred  by 

*  the   Confederacy  from  complying  with  the 

*  award  the  Emperor  might  issue  respecting  the 
'  privileges  claimed  by  the  cantons.'  This  com- 
pact they  mutuiJly  agreed  to  keep  a  profoun4 

.  :  secret. 
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8ecret.  Brun  made  these  disgraceful  concessions  chap. 
in  return  for  an  annual  stipend  of  one  hundred  ■.^-r-*^ 
florins,  the  sum  of  on£  thousand  florins  to  be  - 
paid  him  out  of  certain  revenues  at  Claris,  a 
place  in  the  privy  council  of  the  duke,  and  a 
promise  of  his  protection  against  aU  adversaries. 
This  is  the  last  instance  upon  record  of  his  sor- 
didness  and  perfidy."  His  address,  and  the 
good  fortune  that  attended  him  in  the  admini- 
stration of  his  city,  might  have  raised  him  to 
some  eminence  among  the  more  distinguished 
characters  in  history,  had  he  not  from  mean 
ambition  preferred  temporary  and  precarious 
popularity  to  the  more  lasting  fame  and  con- 
scious satisfaction  derived  from  genuine  vir- 
tue and  true  patriotism.  Since  the  day  of 
Tatwyl  the  popularity  to  which  he  had  sacri- 
ficed his  honour  gradually  declined  ;  and  yet  to 
this  man  must  be  ultimately  ascribed  the  fortu- 
nate  events  bv  which  freedom  became  firmly 

'*  He  is  said  by  some  to  have  died  on  the  18ch  of  Sep* 
tember  1360 :  but  he  became  so  obscure  in  liia  hnier  days,  , .., 

that  the  date  of  his  death  appears  not  to  have  been  accu- 
rately recorded.  Leu,  art.  Brun,  places  it  so  late  as  the 
^st  of  October  1375,  and  says  that  he.  resigned  his  office  in 
1361.  Ifhe  really  Uved  to  the  most  recent  of  these  dates, 
he  actually  survived  the  ignominious  banishment  of  his 
whole  family,  not  only  from  Zuric,  but  also  from  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  whole  Confederacy..  See  the  next  Chapters 
p.  395. 

B  B  4^  .  rooted 
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CHAP,  rooted  in  the  Swiss  cantons,  and  Helvetic  valoirf 
■  spread  its  fame  throughout  the  neighbouring 
countries  ;  and  by  means  of  which  the  solemn 
league  of  the  eight  ancient  cantons  obtained  its 
solid  footing,  which  gradually  led  to  the  more 
extensive  fabric  of  the  general  Confederacy,  the 
source  of  abundant  comforts  which  have  bless- 
ed a  long  series  of  happy  and  grateful  gene- 
rations. 

That  the  character  of  a  great  man  so  seldom 
coincides  with  that  of  a  good  man,  andthatttie 
most  important  events  are  most  frequently  de- 
rived  from  unforeseen,  and  often  trivial  auses, 
are  no  doubt  evincing  proofs  that  the  scales  of 
our  destinies  are  held  by  a  power  whose  decrees 
far  exceed  our  narrow  comprehension :  ana 
yet  men  of  energy  must  not  suffer  these  per- 
plexing considerations  to  enervate  their  vigour. 
I*et  them  reflect  that  the  powers  of  men  are  in- 
struments in  the  hands  of  the  Supreme  Bang, 
which  they  are  bound  to  exert,  although  they 
be  applied  in  ways  incomprehensible  to  their 
limited  capadties ;  and  that  after  all,  the  conr 
sciousness  of  an  Erlach  or  a  Manesse  is  a  i^ 
greater  recompence  than  the  most  splendid 
triumphs  of  a  man  like  Brun. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X, 
ffars  with  the  Nobles. 


nr^HE  Helvetic  Confederacy  having  now  ac-  chap. 
■*-  quired  not  only  a  name,  but  also  a  decided  ^,^-v^v 
preponderancy  among  its  neighbouring  states  i 
and  it  being  sufficiently  obvious  that  the  ten- 
dency of  its  spirit  was  to  wrest  the  supreme  au- 
thority  out  of  the  hands  of  the  great  lords  and 
princes,  whom  long  habits  of  uncontrouled  do- 
minion had  taught  to  abuse  it^  and  to,  transfer 
it  to  the  people,  whose  independent  ardour  was 
still  tempered  with  inoderatipn  y  it  may  wflU 
be  ima<:^ned  that  there  would  be  a  period  when, 
the  powers  of  the  two  rival  parties  being  nearly 
equipoised,  the  struggles  between  them  would 
be  equally  obstinate  and  desperate.  This  perio^ 
appears  to  have  been  the  present,  when  all  the 
Helvetic  and  most  of  the  Germanic  sovereigns 
^nd  nobles  drew  out  their  most  select  and  unit- 
^  forces  against  the  spreading  evil,  but  saw 
their 
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CHAP,    thar  purposes  ultimately  defeated.    Such  was 

t-»-v^  the  test  requisite  to  prove  the  stability  of  this 

till  of  late  invulnerable  Confederacy. 

The  accessions  made  to  the  Helvetic  body  it 

•    large,  and  to  some  of  the  cantons  in  particular, 

and  the  many  transfers  of  property  that  took 

place  about  this  time,  which  cannot  but  have 

roused  the  apprehension  and  urged  the  resent- 

ment  of  the  nobles,  call  for  a  short  survey  of 

the  state  of  Helvetia  during  the  truce  of  Tlior- 

berg. 

Siatewfihe     The  Dcople  of    the   three   forest   cantons, 

Confede-  ... 

ncy.  Schwitz,  Un,  and  Underwalden,  whose  confe- 
deracy bears  date  from  the  most  remote  period 
of  their  existence,  and  was  framed  long  before 
they  knew  how  to  commit  it  to  writing ;  this 
tribe,  the  true  ancient  Swiss,  who  met  at  Rutlij 
fought  at  Morgarten,  and  diiFused  their  indfr 
nendent  spirit  together  with  their  league  over 
many  adjacent  towns  and  districts ;  were  the 
only  people  who  had  formed  equal  ties  with  all 
the  confederates.  There  was  no  imme&te 
compact  between  Berne,  Zuric,  and  Lucern; 
none  between  Berne,  Glaris,  and  Zug;  a"'' 
Claris  and  Lucern  were  wholly  unconnected- 
The  three  forest  cantons  were  then,  and  have 
ever  since  been,  the  link  that  united  this  Confc" 
deracy,  the  sole  object  and  fundamental  pri" 
ciple 
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ciple  of  which  was  independence:  this  independ-  chap. 
cnce  once  secured,  they  were  wise  enough  to  ^.^-y^ 
perceive  that,  provided  each  state  was  allowed 
to  frame  its  own  laws  and  superintend  its  own 
.concerns,  it  mattered  little  by  what  mode  of 
government  it  secured  its  peace  and-prosperity  : 
and  hence  the  variety  of  constitutions  that  has 
at  all  times  diversified  the  Helvetic  bodyj  its  » 

provident  leaders  having  ever  considered,  that 
innovations  which  may  be  avoided  are  generally 
productive  of  greater  evils  than  even  moderate 
imperfections. 

The  shepherds  of  Gersau,  who  in  summer  fed  Acceaionof 
theirv  cattle  on  mount  Riggi,  and  met  on  Sun-  isss. 
days  at  a  church  they- had  erected  on  an  allu- 
vion on  the  hike  of  the  forest  cantons  at  the 
foot  of  that  mountain,  and  who  in  winter  re- 
sided with  their  cattle  in  about  forty  wooden 
huts  they  erected  round  that  church,  had  been 
originally  subjects  of  the  abbey  of  Muri,  and 
sincf  of  the  Counts  of  Hapsburg  as  advocates 
of  that  abbey.  One  of  these  counts,  urged  by 
pecuniary  necessities,  transferred  them,  ehher 
by  sale  or  mortgage,  to  the  noble-  family  of 
Moos  in  UrL  Wcggis,  another  small  township 
of  the  same  description,  had  in  like  manner 
been  alienated  by  Hapsburg  to  the  Lords  of 
Hartenstdn  at  Lucern.  These  and  other  yet 
smaller 
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CHAP,  smaller  communities  on  the  lake,'  roused  by  the 
^^-y~^  Spirit  of  independence  that  surrounded' them, 
and  resolved  to  share  in  the  blessings  it  confers, 
formed  as  close  a  compact  with  the  four  forest 
cantons  as  their  condition  would  then  admit : 
but  that  no  feudal  claims  might  clash  with  this 
alliance,  they  agreed  to  hoard  with  the  utmost 
thiiftiness  all  they  could  spare  out  of  the  pro- 
duce of  their  cattle,  and  to  tender  it  for  thdr 
absdute  emancipation.  The  men  of  Gersau 
went  to  their  lords  with  the  produce  of  ten 
years  rigorous  economy,  and  readily  obtained 
their  franchise.*  This  sovereign  state,  perhaps 
the  least  that  ever  existed,'  has  ever  since  been 
a  constituent  part  of  the  Helvetic  body ;  and  its 
interests  have  been  at  all  times  as  anxiou^y  con- 
sulted as  those  of  the  largest  canton :  such 
chances  had  the  feeble  in  this  Confederacy  of 
meeting  with  justice  and  protection. 

'  Hergiswyl  and  Alpnach,  having  purchased  tbetr  inde- 
pendence, v/tre  incorporated  into  the  cantons  of  Under- 
walden  ;  Weggis  became  a  district  of  Lucem.  Several 
cotisiderable  families  in  Uri  also  about  tbis  time  redeemed 
their  independence  from  the  abbey  of  Wetting«n. 

'  This  purchase  does  not  appear  to  have  been  conipletetl 
till  the  year  1S90. 

s  It  consisted  of  less  than  five  hundred  males :  it  was 
governed  by  a  landamman  and  nine  senators  or  jurors  in  •■ 
perfect  democratic  form ;  no  doubt  a  good  one  for  * 
State  of  these  dimension;. 

The 
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The  three  sons  of  Rudolph  Bnin,  Bruno  pro-  cha?, 
vost  of  the  minster,  Hertegcn,  and  Everard  a  w»-v-w 
senator,  still  maintained  an  influence  not  over 
the  people,  but  over  the  magistrates  of  Zuric, 
who  perhaps  had  not  yet  forgotten  to  whom 
they  owed  their  elevation.  An  act  of  violence 
the  family  of  Brun  committed  upon  the  avoyer 
of  Lucem,  and  which  the  senate  wanted  either 
the  means  or  inclination  to  chastise,  irritated 
the  burghers,  who  held  a  meeting,  caused  the 
injury  to  be  redressed,  and  abridged  the  senate 
of  some  of  its  powers.  The  Provost  Bruno 
hofrever  opposed  the  decree  of  the  burghers, 
and  gave  occasion  to  another  meeting,  to  which 
were  summoned  the  deputies  of  the  forest  can- 
tons and  Zug,  and  where  a  formal  agreement 
was  entered  into  which,  as  it  chiefly  related  to 
points  of  ecclesiastical  discipline  and  preroga- 
tives, obtained  the  name  of  the  Priest's  Ordi-  Pnesi?.  or- 
rance.-f  •  It  stipulated,  *that  the  people  would    (isto.) 

*  strenuously  maintain  their  laws  against  all  fo- 

*  reign  power,  whether  public  or  private,  civil 

*  or  ecclesiastical :  that  all  nobles  and  plebeians, 

*  priests  and  laymen,  dependent  on  the  house  of 

*  Austria,  should,  so  long  as  they  resided  within 

*  the  cantons,  engage  by  an  oath  more  binding 

*  than  any  other  oath,  to  promote  the  honour 

*  iind  welfare  of  the  Confederacy  :  that  all  ap- 

*  Ffaffenbrief. 

*  peals 
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CHAP.  *  peals  to  foreign  tribunals  be  strictly  prohibit- 
■K»-~^  *  ed:  that  tke  clergy  abstain  from  pronoundng 

*  in  their  own  concerns,  even  in  canonical  mat- 

*  ters,  if  they  had  any  reference-  to  tcmporali- 

*  ties :  that  every  priest  who  shall  transgress 

*  this  ordinance  be  debarred-all  the  comforts  of 

*  society,  and  declared  out  of  the  protection  of 
"'  the  laws  :  that  all  the  roads  and  avenues  from 

*  the  fai ming  bridge'  to  the  city  of  Zuric  be kqit 

*  perfectly  open  and  secure  for' travellers  of  all 

*  dMcriptions :  and  that  no  one  not  duly  au- 

*  thorizcd  by  his  magistrates  dare  to  distrain  or 

*  otherwise  invade  the  property  of  another.' 
'Thi^ordinance,  the  charter  or  declaration  of  the 

■  Helvetic  liberty  against  the  undue  influence  of 
■the  clergy,  was  moreover -in  its  very  brevity 
'  and  simplicity  the  code  which   restrained  all 

public  :and  private  injuries,  and  regulated  the 
internal  economy  of  the  state.  Its  object  was, 
that  every  individual  be  perfectly  secure  in,!"' 

■  person  and  property  as  long  as  he  obeyed  the 

-  laws  J  and  that  by  the  facility  of  commun'*^" 
'  tion  means  be  afforded  him  to  increase  his  pro- 

-  fits  by  industry  and  commerce. 

•Srno')  fa-       The  Provost  Bruno,  who  had  given  too  many 
jriced-      proofs  of  his  untowaTd  disposition  to  admit  a 

i  Slauiendr  iruch  ;  a  name -sufficiently  desctipti«  of  ibe 
Devil's  bridge  on  mouot  St.  Gothard. 

hope 
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hope  of  his  yielding  to  any  salutary  regnlalion,    chap. 
was  with  all  his  abettors  banished  from  Zuric  %>-v-^a 
for  ever. ,  Hig  mother  and  his  brother'  Evenird 
were  convicted  soon  after  of  having  befen  acces- 
soryto  the  murder  of  a  near  relation  who  was 
coming  from  Uri  in  pursuit  of  a  claim.     The 
magistrates  of  Zuric  were  still  remiss,  but  not 
so  the  people  of  Uri.    These  held  a  geherat  as- 
sembly, and  decreed  that  Everard  Brun,  his 
mother,  and  all  their  accomplices  and- associates, 
should  be  for  ever  banished  from  the  territories 
of  the  Confederacy.    This  sentence  was  execut- 
ed ;  and  thus  ended  the  short-lived  and  inglo-     w* 
rious  celebrity  of  the  name  of  Brun. 

The  people  of  the  Oberland,  in  the  full  enjoy-  ^y^ 
ment  of  perfect  security,  felt  likewise  a  progres-  berj. 
sive  increase  of  prosperity  which  soon  enabled 
them  to  profit  by  the  necessities  of  their  lords, 
and  to  purchase  various  franchises  in  many- 
cases  bordering  upon  absolute  independence. 
Those  of  Brienz  and  of  OberhasU  bore  with 
jnore  than  ordinary  reluctance  the  supremacy 
of  the  Lord  of  Rinkenberg,  whom  they  taxed  * 
with  having  annexed  to  his  private  demesnes 
what  he  ought  to  have  held  as  imperial  depend- 
encies. Philip  the  present  lord  had  moreover 
some  personal  enemies  in  Underwalden  who 
fomented  the  spirit  of  dissatisfaction,  and  openly 
favoured  an  application  made  by  his  people  to 
that 
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CHAT,  that  canton  for  support  against  his  authority. 
\,<nr^k^  The  wisest  among  the  men  of  Underwalden  in- 
(IS53.)  sistcd  that  as  the  Lord  of  Rinkenberg  was  ft 
burgher  of  Berne,  his  subjects  ought  to  Uy 
their  complaint  before  that  city ;  and  that  at 
any  rate  they  themselves  ought  by  no  means  to 
interfere  in  the  domestic  disputes  of  neighbour- 
ing  states ;  but  the  young  and  audacious  pre- 
vailed, and  Hie  insurgents  were  encour^ed  in 
their  contumacy. 

Berne  meanwhile,  which  always  wded  the 
lords  when  they  were  co-burghers,  and  the 
pcc^le  when  their  lords  were  at  variance  with 
the  city,*  sent  to  dissuade  the  Underwaldcrs 
from  proceeding  in  this  affair.  After  much  ob- 
stinate and  fruitless  4tercatton,  and  even  vari- 
ous acts  of  violence,,  in  one  of  which  Rinken- 
berg was  surprized  on  a  fishing  party  and 
brought  prisoner  into  Underwalden,  a  congress 
of  the  whole  Conffederacy  met,  which  condemn- 
ed the  conduct  of  the  canton,  and  ordered  the 
immediate  release  of  the  captive  lord,  and  an 
1311.    adequate  indemnification  for  the  damages  he 

*  It  is  possible  thai  Berne  may  in  all  its  contests  have 
meant  to  espouse  the  cause  of  justice  ;  but  it  is  very  un- 
likely that  justice  and  the  interests  of  the  city  should  at  all 
times  have  coincided  so  invariably  as  they  are  reported 
to  have  doQC.  Interest  and  prejudices  may  warp  ^' 
judgment  of  a  senate  as  well  as  of  an  historiaa. 

bad 
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had  sustained.  The  misguided  people  having  chap: 
recovered  from  their  delirium,  further  decreed  ^.^-^-^ 
the  exclusion  of  three  of  their  most  pernicious 
demagogues,  and  of  their  whole  posterity  for 
ever  from  all  offices  in  the  canton.  Such  was 
the  termination  of  this  feud,  which  might  have 
endangered  the  very  existence  of  the  Confede- 
racy ;  and  which  was  not  so  trivial  but  that  it 
evinces  what  vital  strength,  towards  its  own 
preservation,  this  body  politic  had  already  ac- 
quired at  this  early  period.  , 

Zuric,  under  Roger  Manesse,  successor  to  znric, 
Brun,  preserved  the  spirit  and  energy  that  be- 
tomes  free  cities.  The  Emperor  Charles  the 
Fourth  confirmed  by  chatter  to  the  burghers 
the  sovereignty  of  the  lake  as  far  as  Rappers- 
wyl,  and  granted  various  privileges  to  them  as 
well  as  to  the  minster.  The  dty  likewise  pur- 
chased some  imperial  fiefs  in  their  vicinity," 
as  well  as  various  tolls  and  mortgages ;  they 
strengthened  themselves  by  the  reception  of 
powerful  co-burghers  :^  the  constitution  re- 
ceived additional  freedom  and  vigour  by  certain 
limitations  prescribed  to  the  power  of  the  bur- 

'  Trichtenhausen,  ZoUikon,  and  Stade!ljofeD,  1359j 
Kusnacht  and  Goldbaeh,  1383. 

*  Two  Lombards  (del'  Monies)  paid  one  Uiousaul  fltf- 
rins  for  admission  into  the  burghership  of  Zuric. 

gomaster. 
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CHAP,  gomaster,'  and  some  increase  of  authority  vest- 
w'vo-'  cd  in  the  tribunes.  Sumptuary  laws  which 
extended  not  only  to  articles  of  apparel,  but 
also  to  the  festivals,  put^c  ceremonies,  and  the 
morals  of  the  people,  were  enforced  perhaps 
with  m6re  severity  than  wisdom ;  since  it  is 
niuch  easier  to  govern  a  cheerful  people,  than 
one  that  is  rendered  sullen  by  frequent  restraints 
upon  the  gratifications  of  fancy. 
B»rfe.  A  catastrophe  befel  the  city  of  Basle,  which, 

(1358.)  ,  ,  ,      ^  .  .  .  ^ 

Without  the  means  01  restoration  it  owed  to 
its  free  government,  would  probably  have  obli- 
terated its  name  frcun  the  face  of  the  earth< 
On  the  eighteenth  of  October,  at  ten  at  night, 
the  whole  city,  the  largest  ^P^  foirest  of  Hel- 
vetia, most  of  its  churches  and  convents,  the 
palaces  of  the  nobles,  its  strong  walls  and  massy 
towers,  were  on  a  sudden  thrown  down  by  a 
tremendous  earthquake,  which  was  succeeded 
by  a  spreading  conflagration  that  raged  for 
many  days  among  the  scattered  ruins.  Up- 
wards of  thrte  hundred  inhabitants  perished 
in  these  ruins:  eighty.four  castles  in  the  bishop- 
ricks  of  Basle  and  Constance  were  likewise  de- 
molished by  the  same  concussion..  One  of  the 
counsellors  of  Duke  Albert  intimated  to  his 
sovereign,  '  that  Nature  had  now  opened  a  free 
*  passage.fpr  him  into  the  city  of  Basle  j'  but  the 

<  Hu  casting  votes  were  taken  from  him. 

-dulu 

rat,:,S:,G00glc 


THE  HELVETIC  COKFEDERACY.  jgq^. 

duke  exclaimed  indignantly,  *•  God  forbid  that  c«at.- 
*  I  should  strike  those  whom  the  hand'of  the  ^.^r-tr^, 
'  Almighty  afflicts;'  and  sent  four  hundred  meit 
from  the  Black  Forest  to  assist,in  clearing  away 
the  rubbish.  Some  of  the  burghers'  recom- 
mended building  the  new  city  on  another  site  j 
but  the  greater  number  resolved  to  continue 
with  cheerful  confidence  on  the  spot  where, 
until  this  calamity,  their  ancestors  had  dwelt  and 
prospered  during  zi  long  series  of  thriving  gene- 
rations. After  a  few  years  they  not  only  re- 
stored the>  walls  and  principal  edific^i  but  the 
city  had  already  recovered  such  aflliience  as  to 
enable  it  to  assist  the  duke  with  an  ample  loan 
jof  warlike  implements.'" 

The  Emperor  Charles  the  Fourth,  who  ■was  Bemo. 
ever  disposed  to  confer  imperial  privileges  when 
he  could  thereby  promote  his  private  interest         .  - 
or  a^randize  his  family,  came  twice  to  Berne" 
with  a  large  retinue,  and  was  splendidly  enter-    (isfiS.) 
tained  by  the  avoyer'^  and  senate.    In  return  he 
granted  to  the  city  the  right  of  redemption  o^ 
all  the  mortgage  revenues  of  the  empire  within 
six  mileis  of  its  walls,  castles  and  manors,  eacc^t- 

"^  A  deed  of  Archduke  Leop&ld,  of  the  year  137!,  ac- 
knowledges a  debt  for  this  loan. 

"  In  his  w;iy  to,  and  on !  k  retut^i  from,  the  Papal  court 
•f  Avignon. 

"■  John  de  Bubenbei-g  tfae  yOHnger. 
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ed;  the  criminal  jurisdiction  within  three  miks, 
and  the  unlimited  right  of  repelling  force  by 
force  without  any  appeal  to  his  aulic  courts. 

Count  Peter  of  Neuchattel  mortgaged  about 
this  time  to  Berne  his  share  in  the  lordship  of 
Arbcrg,  the  remainder  of  which  the  city  soon 
after  acquired  from  the  other  proprietors  of  the 
houses  of  Midau  andKyburg.  For  the  govern- 
ment of  these  districts  the  bannerets  were  au* 
thorized  to  propose  such  of  the  senaton  or 
burghers  as  appeared  to  them  best  qualified  (ot 
the  stations :  and  hence  the  orifpn  of  the  baili* 
wicks^  which  consisting  of  districts  purchased 
by  the  contributions  of  the  burghers,  they  con- 
ddered  as  their  absolute  dependencies ;  and 
whose  administrators^  as  long  as  their  choice 
depended  upon  favour,  have  at  times  incur- 
red a  censure  which  was  not  always  unmerited; 
few  things  on  earth  being  perhaps  more  rare 
than  men  who  may  be  trusted  with  power. 
None  of  these  new  acquisitions  were  however 
deprived  of  any  of  their  previous  rights  or  inn 
munities:  freedom  still  prevailed  in  all  of  them; 
for  that  country  will  ever  be  free  whose  rulers 
have  no  hired  soldiery,  but  can  only  use  the  arms 
of  the  people.  Berne  also  purchased  twelye  vil- 
lages in  its  vicinity  ;'J  and  continued  to  spread 

"  Four  from  the  Lord  of  Brandis  in  1352,  and  eigh 
from  the  convent  o£  Frienisberg  in  1380. 
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its  influence  by  the  accession  of  powerful  cO-    chap. 
burghers:  it  strengthened  its  ties  with  Fributg,  a^-t-*-' 
and  entered  into  so  close  an  alliance  withSoleui^    (.lasi.) 
that"  even  the  empire  was  only  ostensibly  reserv- 
ed.   But  John  of  Vienne,  Bishop  of  Basle,  did 
not  behold  with  indifference  the  renewal  of  the 
league  between  Berne  and  his  town  of  Bienne, 
which  from  bdng  decennial  was ,  now  rendered 
perpetual. 

Bienne,  mount  Tessenberg,  and  other  neigh-  warof 
bouriog  districts,  had  long  since  been  transfer* 
red  to  the  see  of  Basle,  by  prelates  of  -tJxe  bousfe 
of  Neuchattel ;  but  all  their  military  concerns 
had  been  either  reserted  to  their  kinsmen  the 
Counts  of  Nidau,  or  committed  to  the  ban>i 
necets  of.the  towns  of  Bienne. and  Neaville; 
Some  jurisdiction;- had- also  been  vested  in  the 
stewards  of  Nidau;  and  considerable  rights  and 
immunities'  had  moreover  been  ceded'  to  tlia 
people,  whose  spirit,  like  that  of  the  .burghers 
of  all  the  other'  dties,  was  how  rising  to  a  pitch 
of  energy  the  strictest  laws  cduld-scarcecontroL 
Kenne  was  allied  with  Berne,  Friburg  and  Mo- 
rat  ;  and  so  connected  with  the  counts  of  Mi- 
dau  and  Granson,  that  the  influence  of.  these 
lords,  though  perhaps  not  accurately  de&ned, 
was  yet  equally  manifest  and  effective. 

Such  was  the  state  of  this  district'*  when  John 

'•  The  NugeroL 

vox.^1.  cc  Bishop 


:.at.:,.:,G(")Oglc 


4oa  THE  HISTORY  Of 

CHAP.  Kfibop  of  Bade  came  to  Bienne,  tod  insisted  on 
,  the  repeal  of  the  alliance  of  that  city  with  Borne. 
.Against  this  the  burghers  solemnly  protested, 
and  alleged  their  avowed  privileges,  and  a  fif- 
teen years  silent  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the 
former  bishc^ :  but  the  irriuted  prelate,  eqtially 
unacquainted  with  the  compUtated  constitution 
©f  this  town,  and  with  the  power  of  Berne,  pro- 
ceeded to  acts  of  open  violence ;  and  in  defiance 
of  long  established  immunities,  seized  on  several 
of  the  principal  borg^ers,  and  confined  them  in 
the  castle.  Bienne  upcm  tlnsaummonedBeine: 
Berne  sent  to  the  confederates ;  and  their  com- 
tnned  power  appr(xiched  without  delay.  The 
bishop,  indignant  at  the  unlooked-for  resist* 
ance,  sent  all  his  forces  to  reduce  there&actory 
burghers.  The  town  was  sackod  and  burnt;  and 
tha  confiulerates  arriving  soon  after,  todc  aod 
razed  the  castls,  and  freed  the  pnioners ;  thef 
advanced  thence  into  the£rgud,  and  were  join* 
ed  by  some  auxiliaries  from  Solmre.  The  bi* 
shop  made  a  stand  at  the 'pass  thmugh  a  rod: 
formed  by  nature  and  widened  by  the  Helvedi, 
when  Aventicura  and  Augusta  Rauraconim 
were  still  flourishingj'f  but  here  he  was  worsted 
aind  fled :  he  attempted  a  diveraon  towards  the 
Aar,  but  was  stopped  at  OUcn  both  by  an  iflun- 
dation  and  the  arms  of  Count  Rudolph  of  Ni* 
■J  Pierre-pertuise. 
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dau,  who  saw  the  ruin  this  extravagant  war  chap. 
threatened  to  bring  upon  his  country.  At  u^v-^ 
length  after  much  havock  and  devastation,  all 
the  neighbouring  lords  and  cities  intervened, 
and  arbitrators  met  at  Balstal,  who  effected  an 
accommodation.  The  city  of  Berne,  because  it  iseft 
had  violated  the  laws  of  war  by  demolishing 
churches,  was  enjoined  to  pay  an  indemnifica- 
tion of  thirty  thousand  florins.  The  whole  re> 
venue  of  the  city  at  this  time  (fid  not  exceed 
two  thousand  Uvres.'^  It  is  hence  scarcely  ct>n* 
ceivable  how  such  a  state  submitted  to  such  aii 
award.  Murmurs  and  even  public  censure  were 
not  wanting  among  the  burghers;  and  the  <;on* 
stitution  perhaps  owed  its  preservation,  to  sn 
intermediite  state,  which  tempered  the  violene* 
of  the  opposite  parties.  The  great  council  pro- 
ceeded to-  some  acts  of  rigour ;  banished  one  of 
the  Diesbachs,  and  several  bufghers  of  note ; 
but  paid  to'  the  bishop  scarce  the  tenth  part  of 
the  stipulated  fine,  alleging  that  the  dissatisfaC'* 
tion  of  the  people  did  not  periAit  them  to  dis* 
burse  a  larger  sum.    The  prelate,  on  the  otihct 

"'  Berne  carrency.  The  valua  of  thU  livre  at  present  ii 
about  16Ji/.  The  progressive  variations  in  the  coinage 
and  currency  of  Swisserland  is  too  complicated  a  subject 
to  be  attempted  in  this  history:  those  who  feay  be  inclined 
to  unravel  the  chaos,  will  find  much  usefiil  information  in 
the  uorortunattt  Wase^'f  Treatise  oa,  Men^ 

c  c  a  hand. 
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CHAP,   hand,  saw  himself  by  this  rash  war  rcdoced  tO 
v.^-Y-w  the  necessity  of  alienating  the  best  prt  of  the 

domains  of  his  bishoprick. 
St.  Gaiim.  The  town  which  gathered  round  the  abbey, 
of  St.  Gallen,  as  well  as  that  of  Appenzel,  both 
owing  their  existence  to  that  abbey,  rose  now 
to  such  a  degree  of  prosperity  and  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence, as  rendered  them  impatient  of  con- 
troul,  and  obstinately  bent  upon  the  maintC' 
tiancc  of  what  they  deemed  their  andent  and 
natural  rights.  The  misfortunes  of  the  Abbot 
William  de  Montford,  and  the  feeble  admini- 
stration of  Hildebold  de  Werdstein  his  succes- 
sor, favoured  -this  disposition,  and  gradually 
loosened  the  ties  of  love  and  veneration,  the  best 
props  of  .  ecclesiastical  authority.  The  next 
abbpti  however,  Hermen  de  Bonstetten,  soon 
recovered  a  personal  ascendency  by  his  mildness 
and  integrity :  by  his  courage  and  conduct  he 
likewise  obtained  the  friendship  and  confidence 
(tf  the  £mperors  Lewis  the  Fifth,  and  Chariet 
the  Fourth;  and  by  his  equity,  disinterestedness, 
and  public  spirit,  he  moreover  gained  the  gene- 
ral reputation  of  a  wise  and  magnanimous  pre- 
late. He  granted  several  privileges  to  both  the 
towns ;  and  having  greatly  promoted  their  wd- 
fare,  he  died,  and  was  consigned  to  his  grave 
amid  the  undissembled  tears  of  his  people,  the 
most  eloquent  panegyric  of  ^  departed  prince- 
to 
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In  all  future  contests  between  this  people  and  chap. 
the  abbots,  the  former  only  stipulated  that  , 
their  condition  might  be  such  as  it  was  in  the 
days  of  Bonstetten.  The  burgomaster,  bailiff, 
council,  and  people  of  St.  Gallen,  agreed  with 
the  Abbot  George  de  Wildenstein,  that  he- 
should  continue  to  name  the  counsellors,  and 
appoint  the  b^liff;  that  all  causes  relating  to 
property  and  feudal  concerns  should  be  tried 
in  his  court  y  and  that  in  all  matters  of  taxation 
or  personal  services  the  adminbtration  of  Bon- 
stetten should  ever  be  considered  as  a  precedent. 
The  small  country  of  Appenzel'^  entered  soon 
after  into  a  league,  which  thirty-two  imperial 
cities,  and  the  Princes  of  Bavaria,  the  Palatinate, 
and  Baden,  had  newly  established  against  un> 
lawful  oppression :  and  a  difference  that  arose 
some  time  after  between  the  people  and  the 
Abbot  Cuno  de  Stauffen  was  amicably  adjusted 
by  this  league.  Thirteen  jurors  continued  to 
assess  the  capitation,  and  otherwfse  to  direcC 
the  municipal  afiairs  of  these  four  petty  com* 
munities. 

No  traces  are  extant  either  of  the  freedom  ogRixAt. 
the  people  of  Rhsctia,  their  power  or  degree  of 
subjection  in  these  remote  and  obscure  times. 
The  Bishops  of  Coire  appear  to  have  had  no 

'7  Consisting  of  the  communities  of  Appenzel,  Hundwyl, 
Tuffen,  and  UrnsEsh. 

smajf 
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CHAP,  small  difficulty  io  maintaining  a  superionty 
>  which  they  probably  owed  chiefly  to  the  sane 
tity  of  their  character.  Bishop  Ulric  of  Lenz* 
,burg,  a  man  of  exalted  virtue  and  dignity,  and 
lus  successors  Peter  and  John  procured  several 
valuable  acquisitions  to  the  see  both  by  gift  and 
purchase;  but  the  Counts  of  Werdenberg,  the 
Barons  of  Razuns,  the  Lords  of  Belmonte  and 
Remus,  occur  incessantly  as  powerful  chiefs 
who  laid  claim  to  the  most  ample  share  of  au- 
thority and  independence. 

All  that  Savoy  possessed  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud 
devolved,  after  the  death  of  Count  Lewis,  the 
father  of  John  who  met  his  early  fate  at  Lau- 
pep,  to  his  daughter  Catherine,  whose  third 
husband  was  William  Count  of  Namur.  It 
being  in  those  turbulent  times  scarce  possible 
for  the  same  sovereign  to  govern  such  distant 
provinces  as  those  now  possessed  by  Williani, 
he  readily  consented  to  alienate  the  Pays  dc 
Vaud  to  AmadeUs  of  Savoy,  surnamed  the 
Green  Count;  who  moreover  soon  after,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  French  king,  whom  he,  widi 
several  of  the  nobility  of  that  province,'*  had 
served  in  bis  wars  against  the  English,  obtained 
other  parts  of  the  same  country  which  had  by 
another  heiress  of  the  house  of  Savoy'*  been 

'*  The  Lords  of  Nidaui  Blonay,  Goumoem,  &c 
■'  Beatrice,  the  daughter  of  the  fenowned  Count  Pete'i 
the  contemporary  of  King  Rudolph  of  Hapsburg. 

transferrer 
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transferred  to  the  Dauphiness  of  Vienne,  as  also   chap. 
the  paramount  supremacy  over  the  Cowits  of  ..<,«-,-«_» 
Geneva.      Lastly,   to    the   Emperor's  wonted    (lass.) 
liberty  he  was  likewise  beholden  for  the  Impe- 
rial Vicariat  in  Upper  Burgundy,  together  with 
various  important  privileges  and  immunities, 
from  which  his  power  -soon  derived  an  almost 
unlimited  superiority.    The  Green  Count  might 
well  upon  this  accompany  the  Emperor  to  the 
abbey  of  St.  Maurice,  and  present  him  with  the 
bead  of  King  Sigismund  'of  Burgundy,  who, 
eight  centuries  before,  had  by  his  intKscretion 
brought  ruin  upon  his  kingdom,  and  final  de- 
struction upon  himself. 

Two  reasons  contributed  essentially  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  even  in  the  dis- . 
ordered  times  of  the  middle  ages  :  the  weighty 
influence  of  the  states,  which  restrained  every 
undueattempt  of  the  prince;  and  the  reputation 
of  the  nobility  at  different  courts,  with  which 
they  were  connected  by  manifold  combinationi 
of  feudal  tenures  and  various  other  ties.  Wii- 
Ham  de  la  Baume,  a  meritorious  knight,  was 
equally  the  friend  of  the  count  his  soveragn 
and  of  his  country :  William  de  Granson,  emi- 
nent as  a  warrior  from  the  Rhone  to  the  Euxine, 
was  on  his  domains  a  just  and  provident  econo- 
mist, at  the  courts  of  monarchs  an  accomplish- 
ed nobleman  and  able  counsellor,  and  at  Berne 
ahigldy 
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CHAP,  a  highly  respected  co-burgher ;  Thomas  His 
v.,,-v-^  grandson  and  his  posterity  have  since  been  ho- 
nourably distinguished  in  England:  the  Mont- 
faucons,  and  many  other  names  equally  illustri- 
ous, claim  the  gratitude  of  the  people  and  the 
approbation  of  posterity.  Such  was  the  Pays 
de  Vaud  under  the  Green  Count.  In  its  man- 
ners and  civil  institutions  it  still  breathed  the 
spirit  which  the  Burgundians  and  Franks  had 
long  sihce  diffused  in  it ;  for  notwithstanding 
the  frequent  changes  of  the  reigning  dynas- 
ties,'°  the  political  relation  between  the  rulers 
and  the  people  suffered  far  less  variation  than 
might  have  been  expected.  All  Europe  was 
free  2Cs  long  as  the  princes,  for  want  of  a  military 
force  at  their  sole  disposal,  could  take  no  im- 
portant step  without  the  concurrence  of  thdr 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal  and  a  selection  of 
the  commons. 
Keuchattei.  The  Counts  of  Neuchattel  had  by  various  in- 
heritances obtained  scattered  dominions  which 
extended  along  the  lake  of  their  name,  and  that 
of  Bienne  down  the  Aar,  and  up  the  Sil  as  hx 

•"I.  The  Kings  of  the  Franks,  to  879  or  887:  H-  Tiie 
second  kingdom  of  Burgundy,  to  1032:  III.  The  Em- 
perors of  the  S-Ailc  line,  the  Dulses  of  Suabia,  the  Couius 
of  Upper  Burgundy,  to  1 127  :  IV.  The  Dukes  of  Zwii" 
gen,  to  121 8 :  V.  TTie  delegates  of  the  Emperor  Fredencl^ 
die  Second :  VI,  The  house  of  Sayoy. 
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as  the  forest  cantons:  but  their  government  chap. 
was  greatly  obstructed  by  a  multiplicity  of  feu-  >.^-r^> 
dal  restrictions,  which  prevailed  in  almost  every 
district ;  and  the  lustre  of  that  house  was  still 
more  obscured  by  the  circumstance,  that  the 
best  part  of  its  possessions  were  held  under  the 
Burgundian  and  not  the  Salic  law  of  inherit- 
.  ance  ;  by  which  means  the  alienations  by  heir- 
esses became  so  frequent  that  the  male  line  was 
often  left  almost  destitute  of  territories.  This 
happened  more  particularly  on  the  demise  of 
Lewis,  the  last  count  of  the  principal  line,  when 
Isabella  his  eldest  daughter  transferred  the  right  isTs. 
to  his  rich  inheritance  to  Rudolph  Count  of 
Kidau,  one  of  the  wards  of  the  great  Erlach. 
The  male  line  centered  now  solely  in  John  of  Va- 
lengin,  whose  son  Peter  sold  Arberg  to  Berne. 

Duke  Albert  of  Austria,  the  grandson  of  the  The  Howe 
great  Rudolph,  left  four  sons,  of  whom  only*'''^""^ 
Rudolph  the  eldest  was  of  age  on  his  demise. 
This  youthful  prince,  of  a  graceful  figure  and 
engaging  manners,  had  been  educated  by  Ulric 
Count  of  Shaumburg,  a  man  of  a  fervid  ims^- 
nation,  who  refining  upon  the  religion  of  his 
days,  considered  men  as  a  temporary  emanation  • 
of  the  godhead,"  to  which  after  the  end  of  its 
earthly  thraldom  it  reverts  and  remwns  forever 

"  The  A  wf  in  the  language  of  tKe  Gnostics. 

united. 
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■  united.  In  the  contemplation  however  of  the 
,  sublime  dignity  of  human  nature,  it  seems  to 
have  escaped  him  that  so  exalted  a  being  as  man 
ought  to  be  just  and  honouraUe  :  he  used  his 
influence  for  the  purpose  of  extortion,  and  load- 
ed his  vassah  with  heavy  services  towards  the 
building  of  bis  towns  Etferding  and  Fewrbach. 
His  pupil  gave  early  prooft  of  the  proficiency 
he  had  made  under  such  a  master*  Margaret 
Maultash,  the  heiress  of  the  county  of  Tyrol, 
■who  was  eqaally  deformed  in  body  and  in 
mind,  had  taken  offence  at  a  near  relation,  to 
■whom  after  the  death  of  an  only  son  «he  pro- 
posed to  make  over  her  dominions.  Rudolph 
apprized  of  this  hastened  in  the  depth  of  winter, 
over  snowy  precipices  and  almost  impracticable 
paths,  to  her  residence  at  Inspruck :  he  found 
ineans  to  persuade  her  that  she  was  handsome 
and  amiable,  and  that  there  was  nothing  on 
earth  he  preferred  to  her  delightful  converse ; 
he  thus  gained  upon  her  affections,  and  obtain- 
ed from  her,  and  under  her  sanction  from  the 
states  of  the  Tyrol,  a  formal  grant  of  that  im- 
portant province  for  himself  and  liis  heirs  ion 
ever. 

Rudolph  assumed  the  title  of  Palatine  Arch- 

"  duke  of  Austria.    So  little  was  he  awed  by  the 

clergy,  that  he  publicly  declared  he  would  be 

Pope  in  his  own  country.    In  one  of  his  pro- 
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into  Helvetia  be  purchased  from  the  chap. 
Count  of  Hapsburg  Lauffenburg  the  town  of  4.^-v^ 
Old  Rapperswyl,  and  employed  able  artists  to 
throw  a  long  bridge  across  the  lake,  under  pre- 
tence indeed  of  facilitating  the  pilgrimages  to 
Einsidleo,  but  in  fact  to  become  master  of  the 
waters  on  the  great  communication  between 
Germany  and  Italy.  He  died  suddenly  at  Milan,  istf . 
cithei;  of  a  fever  or  from  the  effects  of  poispn. 
Queen  Agnes  of  Hungary,  the  stern  avenger  of 
her  Other's  death,  had  died  not  long  before  at 
Kcenigsfeldfen,  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  her 
age.  When  she  had  received  the  extreme  unc- 
tion, she  declared  to  her  attendants  '  that  every 
*  stwu  had  now  been  wiped  away  from  the  mir- 
■  ror  o(  her  soul  ;*  she  abounded  in  worldly 
wisdom ;  and  notwithstanding  the^reproof  of 
the  hermit  who  declined  visiting  her  abbey,  she 
preserved  through  life  the  fame  of  most  exem- 
j^ry  piety. 

Frederick  the  eldest  brother  of  Archduke 
Rudolph  died  also  at  ah  early  period :  Albert 
and  Leopold,  the  younger  brothers,  survived  ; 
the  former  of  a  mild  studious  disposition,  the 
latter  impetuous  and  martial.  They  agreed  to 
share  their  dominions;  and  the  Ai;gau,  Kyburg^ 
Alsace,  and  all  the  Suabian  territories  fell  to  the 
Jot  of  Leopold ;  the  Tyrol  they  agreed  to  hol4 
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in  common."  The  sons  of  Albert  had  at  differ 
.  rent  times  also  purchased  the  Seigneuries  o£ 
Burgdorf,  Thun,  and  CHtingen ;  and  had  availed 
themselves  of  the  distresses  of  John  of  Vienne, 
Bishop  of  Basle,  to  obtain  from  him  the  mort- 
gage of  the  town  of  Little  Basle,  opposite  to 
the  city  of  that  name,  which  to  them  was  an 
important  station,  as  it  connected  their  domi- 
nions on  both  sides  of  the  Rhine.  In  the  year 
when  the  archduke  died,  the  burgheys  of  Zuric 
being  called  upon  to  renew  the  truce  of  Thor- 
berg,  alleged  that  Austria  had  infringed  upon 
their  rights,  by  the  tolls  laid  on  at  the  bridge  at 
Rappcrswyl,  by  lowering  the  value  of  their 
coins,  and  other  acts  inimical  to  the' interests  of 
their  city :  they  did  not  openly  decline,  but  they 
endeavoured  to  evade  the  renewal  of  a  truce, 
which  in  truth  was  the  act  of  the  treachery  of 
Brun,  and  not  an  error  of  the  city. 
a-  The  cities  ,of  Basle,  Shaffhausen,  Soleure, 
Lausanne,  Sion,  and  St.  Gailcn,  were  at  this 
time  making  rapid  strides  towards  absolute 
freedom.  The  country  of  Appenzel  acknow- 
ledged scarce  any  dependence.  The  reli^ous 
awe  that  maintained  the  authority  of  the  Bishops 
of  Coire,  Sion,  Lausanne,  Geneva  and  Basle, 

"■  In  a  subsequent  division  Albert  retained  only  Vienna 
and  Austria. 

an4 
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land  the  Abbot  of  St.  Gallen  was  yielding  less  to  chap. 
the  rapacity  and  misconduct  of  the  Roman  pon-  v^-v«^ 
tiffs  than  to  the  frequent  schisms  that  distracted 
the  hierarchy.  The  great  lords  in  their  necessities 
often  encroached  upon  the  wealthy  abbeys;  and 
even  the  peasantry,  stimulated  by  the  example 
of  their  superiors,  and  the  prospect  of  impunity, 
shewed  themselves  refractory  to  the  services 
exacted  from  them  under  the  plea  of  vassalage. 
The  church  was  now  assailed  both  by  infidelity, 
which  was  making  rapid  progress  in  Italy,  and 
a  mystical  devotion,  which  found  its  way  into 
some  conveiits,  but  prevailed  chiefly  among 
pious  laymen.  The  power  of  many  ancient 
lords '3  meanwhile  felt  the  impression  of  the 
rapid  aggrandizement  of  the  houses  of  Austria 
and  Savoy.  ■  ■ 

Several  of  the  martial  bands  of  various  na-  ^^p<^- 
tions,  who  under  Edward  the  Black  Prince  had  Cervoii; 
gained  the  battle  of  Poictiers,  being  now,  during 
a  pacification  betwixt  England  and  France,  des- 
titute of  employment  and  maintenance,  wan- 
dered through  the  dominions  of  different  sove- 
reigns in  quest  of  adventures,  and  sustenance, 
headed  by  Arnold  de  Cervola,  a  nobleman  of 
Perigord,  surnamed  the  Arch-priest  of  Verney. 
Pope  Innocent  the  Sixth  trembled  at  their  ap- 
proach, and  proclaimed  a  crusade  in  hopes  of 
'3  Neuthatiel,  Montford,  Sec. 

■  directing 
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CHAP,  directing  this  dangerous  host  against  the  OS- 
^^.r-v-*-*  mans.  They  spread  from  Treves  along  the 
Rhine  into  Alsace,  and  amidst  horrid  depredx- 
tions  reiiched  the  walls  of  Basle,  scarce  yet  re- 
.  built  after  the  late  catastrophe.  The  Baalians, 
though  not  allied  with  the  Confederates,  sent 
notwithstanding  to  solicit  their  aid.  In  a  few 
days  came  fifteen  hundred  men  from  Berne  and 
Soleure,  who  demanded  the  post  of  danger;  and 
soon  after  arrived  also  three  thousand  chosen 
warriors  from  the  forest  cantons,  Zuric,  Zsg> 
and  Claris.  Cervola  hearing  of  these  reinforce* 
ments,  and  aware  what  men  he  would  have  to 
contend  with  if  he  ventured  an  attack  on  Basle, 
gave  up  the  attempt,  and  drew  off  his  fcnrces  to- 
wards Metz.^ 
•adCoocy.  But  a  stonn  yet  more  formidable  threatened 
soon  aft«ar  from  the  same  quarter.  Ingelram  dc 
Coucy ,  Count  of  ScHssons  and  £arl  of  Bedford,'^ 
'  came  with  a  powerful  host  to  the  Rhine  to 
claim  the  marriage  portion  of  his  mother  O 
tharine,  daughter  of  Duke  Leopold  of  Austria, 

'*  He  difd  m  PrOTence  ta  1366. 

*>  One  of  the  first  nqbles  of  NormandT^ :  h«  had  been 
sent  into  England  as  a  hostage  for  King  John,  where  his 
eminent  qualities  soon  ingratiated  him  at  the  court  of  Ed- 
ward the  Third,  who  conferred  on  him  the  title  of  Soisson' 
and  Bedford,  and  gave  him  his  eldest  daughter  Isabella  in 
matriage. 

who 
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who  was  defeated  at  Morgarten,  which  bad  chap, 
been  assigned  her  upon  various  districts  and  s-^-v-h. 
castles  in  the  Argau  and  Alsace,  and  which  the 
Austrian  princes  were  unwilling  to  forego. 
Coucy's  fame  in  England  drew  round  his  standi 
ard  great  numbers  of  the  English  wai'riors,  who 
in  the  old  age  of  King  Edward,  and  the  declin- 
ing hadth  of  his  heroic  son,  were  now  without 
opportunities  of  exerting  the  martial  spirit  of 
which  they  had  given  so  many  splendid  proo& 
in  their  late  successful  wars.  Althoogh  joined 
by  many  from  Flanders  and  Upper  .Burgundy, 
they  were  however  called  the  English  bancfa;  the 
preeminence  being  given  not  only  to  numbers* 
but  also  to  the  renown  already  acquired  in  arms. 
Coucy,  in,  the  prime  of  life,  full  of  ardour  and 
resentment,  at  the  head  of  fifteen  hundred  heL> 
mets,  and  of  an  army  which  often  amounted  to 
forty  thousand  men,  seemed  irresistible.  Jevan 
ap  Eynicm  ap  GrifTith,  a  descendant  of  the  Brt* 
tish  chiefs,  who  nine  centuries  before  had  with- 
drawn over  Snowdqnfrom  the  treachery  of  tha 
Saxons,  Jevan  ap  Velcaib  another  Cambrian,  cEs 
Frant,  and  other  warriors  of  eminent  renown, 
commanded  under  him.  The  English,  upwards 
of  six  thousand  in  number,  shone  in  bright  ar- 
mour, gilt  helmets,  and  high  crowned  hats  of 
iron  :^  they  were  well  mounted,  richly  dad, 

1^  The  Germans  called  them  Guggit  hattrVihtatt  tbr 
whole  army  .oVtiilned  the  name  of  CugiUn. 

and 
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cHAf.  aad  splendidly  equipped :  they  committed  oo 
'  ravages,  took  nothing' from  the  peasants  except 
bread  and  wine,  gave  safe-conduct  to  all  who 
appGedfor  it,  enforced  strict  discipline  among 
tbdr  inferior  attendants,  and  except  to  fathers 
and  husbands  who  had  to  lament  the  effects  of 
thdr  gallantry,  they  gave  no  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint to  the  people  who  feJt  their  power. 

Duke  Leopold  terrified  at  this  unexpected  in- 
road laid  waste  the  country  around  him,  shut 
bimsdf  up  at  Brisach,  aud  sent  to  the  Confed^ 
rates  for  as^stance.  These  held  a  diet,  in  which 
the  men  of  Schwitz  declared  that  they  saw  no 
reason  for  exposing  themselves  in  the  cause  <^ 
the  duke,  who  had  never  shewn  them  any  kind- 
ness, against  a  distant  leader  who  had  never 
done  them  an  injury :  that  they  trusted  they 
would  be  able  to  repel  the  attack  of  either  party 
should  it  offer  to  molest  them.  The  deputies 
of  Zuric  and  Berne,  on '  the  other  hand,  main- 
tained that  as  the  war,  which  would  probably 
reach  the  Argau,  would  necessarily  endanger 
their  open  frontiers,  they  ought  in  order  to  se- 
cure those  frontiers  to  afford  assistance  to  the 
duke.  The  truce  of  Thorberg  was  upon  tHs 
renewed  ;  and  Berne  in  particular  armed  with 
great  speed  and  alacrity.  Such  divided  councils 
wpre  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Confederacy, 
of  which  unanimity  was  the  soul  and  essence; 
I  and 


:«.i,:sa:,GoOgIc 


THE  HELVETIC  CONFEDERACY;  A-IJ 

and  the  defence  of  the  whole  ought  ever  to  chap. 
hive  been  considered  as  the  indispensable  duty  i.^-v^ 
of  every  component  part. 

Coucy  reached  the  walls. of  Basle  ;  the  ban- 
ner of  Zuric  advanced  to  the  village  of  Sur  in  ■ 
the  Argau,  and  a  strong  body  of  Berners  joined 
Peter  de  Thorberg,  governor  of  the  duke's  here- 
ditary dominions  in  these  parts,  at  Hetzogen- 
buchs;  but  the  numbers  and  prowess  of  the 
invaders,  wlio  had  now  reached  the  Aar,  having 
struck  terror  into  all  the '  inhabitants  of  the 
open  country,  the  troops  also  declined  the  con- 
test and  returned  to  their  respective  homes; 
Even  the  duke,  despairing  of  personal  safety, 
fled  from  the  dangerous  conflict.  Coucy  march- 
ed by  Soleure  and  occupied  many  of  the  ample 
villages  on  the  Aar,  between  Buren  apd  Olten. 
Rudolph  Count  of  Nidau,  the  ward  of  Erlachj 
met  him  at  Buren  and  ofiered  resistance  ;  but 
having  raised  his  helmet  he  received  a  shot} 
which  at  once  terminated  his  life  and  his  illus- 
trious race.^^    Coucy  removed  his  head  quarters 

*y  His  widow,  the  heiress  of  Neuchattel,  retained  the 
lordship  of  Erlach  as  ber  dower.  His  hereditary  domi- 
nions were  partly  conveyed  by  his  two  sisters  to  their  hus- 
bands Hartman  of  Kyburg,  and  Simon  de  Thierscexn  j 
and  partly  devolved  to  John  Count  of  Hapsburg  Lauf- 
fenburg,  son  of  tlie  count  who  had  composed  a  song  in 
the  Welleiiberg  at  Zurich  and  had  married  the  widow  of 
die  Count  <^f  Nidau  who  fellat  Lai^pen. 

VOL.  I.  CD  to 
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CHAP,  to  the  abbey  of  St.  UrbsD :  his  men,  hard  presj* 
...^-t'-*-/  cd  for  sustenance,  were  now  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  committing  depredationa.  Hdvetb 
was  then,  as  it  will  ever  be,  unable  to  maintaia 
a  foreign  army.  They  demolished  many  castles, 
and  ravaged  the  open  country  from  the  lake  of 
Ncuchattel  to  the  gates  of  Zuric  ?nd  the  uikt5 
of  the  forest  cantons.  A  famine  ensued,  and 
such  was  the  general  desolation  that  towns,  not 
of  the  least  order,  were  not  secure  against  the 
' ,  attacks  of  ravenous  wolves. 

Among  the  mountains  that  decline  from  tbc 
higher  Alps  towards  the  Argau,  are  two  conti- 
guous districts,  the  Russwyl  and  the  Entlibticlit 
the  inhabitants  of  which,  a  tall,  robust,  sprightly 
and  courageous  race,  were  once  subjects  of  the 
Baron  of  Wollhausen,  who  afterwards  alienated 
them  to  the  house  of  Aiistria,  from  whom  Peter 
de  lliorberg  had  lately  obtained  Eiitlibuch  as  a 
mortgage.  The  shepherds  of  this  latter  district 
which  borders  on  Underwalden,  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  among  the  Helvetian  tribes  for 
primitive  simplicity,  vigour  and  industry,  were 
the  only  part  of  the  duke's  subjects  who  made 
an  e&ctu£|4  stand  against  the  inroads  of  these  as- 
slants.  Their  undaunted  firmness  called  forth 
many  adventurers  from  the  forest  cantonsj  and 
at  Lucern,  the  gates  of  which  were  shut,  many 
jumped  over  the  walls,  and  hastened  to  the  col- 
Icctiif 
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lecting  band.  Three  thousand  of  the  invaders 
had  advanced  far  into  the  valley  of  Russwyl,  » 
spreading  desolation  round  them>  when  they 
were  met  by  six  hundred  of  the  shepherds,  who 
being  well  acquainted  with  all  the  advantageous 
posts  of  the  country  soon  routed  them,  not  how- 
ever without  a  severe  conflict  and  a  heavy  loss 
on  their  part.  They  rode  back  triumphant  to 
their  huts  on  English  steeds,  and  clad  in  the 
bright  armour  of  their  slaughtered  foes.'*  A 
baron  who  from  his  lofty  castle  saw  the  march, 
exclaimed,  *  Alas !  that  peasants  should  now 
'  wear  the  arms  of  such  illustrious  warriors.* 
A  shepherd  answered,  '  It  is  because  we  have 

*  this  day  mingled  the  blood  of  illustrious  war- 

*  riors  with  that  of  horses.' 

The  Berners,  aware  that  the  increasing  famine 
would  soon  compel  the  hostile  bands  to  approach 
their  city,  at  length  took  vigorous  steps  to  se- 
cure themselves.  The  nature  of  the  country, 
the  length  and  darkness  of  the  nights,  the  inclQ- 
mency  of  the  season,  alt  seconded  their  measures. 
On  the  evening  of  Christmas  day  they  fell  upon 
3  party  commanded  by  Frant  and  put  them  to 
the  rout.  Two  days  after  ap  Griffith,  who  lay 
with  three  thousand  men  in  the  convent  of 

■^  This  engagement  took  place  near  a  wood  called  tha 
Suttisholz.  A  mound  called  th«  English  Barrow  ii  to 
this  tlaxaniemorial  of  the  eve^t.       * 

lb  If  2    I    V      Fraubrunfi&n, 
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CHAP.  Fraubrunnen,  between  Berne  and  Soleure,  wiJ 
<-»-v^  roused  out  of  his  sleep  two  hours  before  day- 
break, and  a  bloody  conflict  took  place  in  the 
cloisters.  The  chief  and  Velcaib  by  his  side 
iought  with  desperate  fury.  The  convent  took 
fire,  and  the  din  of  arms  was  heard  through  the 
thick  smoke  and  raging  flames,  until  the  confla- 
gration, confounding  friends  and  foes,  put  a 
6top  to  the  combat.  Eight  hundred  English 
fell,  and  Jevan  retired.  The  Berners,  who  had 
paid  dear  for  this  advantage,  returned  home 
loaded  with  spoils  and  three  captured  banners, 
gaily  chanting  their  war  song.^ 
1S76.  Coucy,  now  equally  urged  by  htingcr  and 
cold,  and  senng  his  formidable  opponents  ga- 
thering on  all  sides  around  him,  gave  up  the 
contest  and  withdrew  into  the  milder  plains  of 
Alsace :  his  troops,  exasperated  by  ill  success* 
became  rapacious '  and  uhruly.  Ingelram  was 
brave,  skilful  in  state  aifairs,  and  magnammous 
far  beyond  what  could  be  expected  from  human 
frailty  ;3o  but  a.  general  who  carries  war  into 
this  country,  if  the  people  unanimously  rewt 
him,  and  especially  in  the  imperfect  state  of  the 
tactics  of  those  times,  must  be  endowed  wtB 

^  This  song  is  to  be  found  in  Tschudi. 

»°  He  refused  the  high  oSoe  of  Constable  of  Ffan«r 
because  he  thought  Oliver  de  CHison  more  worthy  of'' 
than  himself.    -       « 

talents 
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talents  and  a  fund  of  local  knowledge  which  chap. 
fell  to  the  share  of  few,  and  which  Coucy  did  s^-^^ 
not  possess.  With  forces  more  numerous  than 
those-which  Alexander  led  into  Asia,  all  Coucy 
obtained  was  the  two  Seigneuries  of  Buren  and 
Nidau,  which  the  duke,  having  purchased  them 
from  the  house  of  Kyburg,  made  over  to  him 
in  full  satisfaction  for  his  claim  on  account  of 
his  mother's  portion. 

Rudolph  the  son  of  Hartman  of  Kyburg,  who  An  attempt 
had  married  one  of  the  co-heiresses  of  Nidau,  kure. 
ambiiiouSjlike  many  of  his  predecessors,  to  emu- 
late the  splendour  of  the  ducal  court,  involved 
himself  in  such  difficulties,  that  he  was  at  length 
compelled  to  alienate  all  his  property  and  privi- 
leges in  the  town  of  Thun  to  the  city  of  Berne.  ■ 
He  endeavoured  to  retrieve  his  afi&irs  by  en- 
gaging in  foreign  wars  ;  but  he  returned  from 
Lombardy  with  abundance  of  fame,  and  in  still 
more  embarrassed  circumstances.  Impatient  of 
the  incessant  wants  that  depressed  his  spirit,  he 
resolved  to  relieve  himself  by  one  bold  act,  to 
seize  on  the  city  of  Soleure,  with  which  he  was 
at  variance  on  account  of  some  mutual  claims 
to  certain  villages,  and  likewise  to  recover  Ar- 
berg  and  cancel  the  mortgage  of  Thun,  and  thus 
reunite  them  to  his  hereditary  dominions.  It 
is  thought  that  Duke  Leopold  was  no  stranger 
to  this  daring  enterprise,  of  which,  should  it 
prove 
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CHAP,  prove  successful,  the  Count  trusted  the  hiae 
'  would  obliterate  the  infamy.  Dietx^  of  the 
house  of  Neuchattd  in  the  Pranche  Comte  iad 
promised  to  co-operate ;  and  one  of  the  canoni 
of  the  chapter  of  Ursus,  whose  dwelling  was  conti- 
guous to  the  city  wall,  offered  his  treacherous  aid. 
The  priest  agreed  to  admit  the  party  in  the  lught, 
and  had  collected  a  large  su[^ly  of  cords  to  secure 
themagistrates  and  all  who  might  o&rreastance. 
The  night  of  the  tenth  of  November  was  pitdi- 
cd  upon  (<x  the  attempt.  One  of  the  conspin- 
tors  found  means  to  muffle  the  alarm  bell,  and 
the  most  profound  secrecy  was  observed  by  iB 
who  were>  privy  to  the  design.  At  midn^t 
however  an  unknown  voice  called  loudly  to  the 
(entry  at  one  of  the  gates,  announcing  the  ap- 
proach of  a  troop  of  nobles-  The  report  was 
not  t:redited  until  the  avoyer  ordered  the  alarm 
bell  to  be  tolled  and  found  it  silent.  A  gencril 
outcry  now  raised  the  city :  the  burghers  arnwi  , 
and  hastened  to  the  walls.  Count  Rudolph 
perceiving  that  all  he  could  rei^  from  this  ludc- 
less  enterprize  was  the  disgrace  of  a  perfidioui 
^ct,  burnt  and  pillaged  all  the  neighbouring 
houses  and  gardens,  caused  all  he  met  with  to 
be  hung  upon  trees,  but  desisted  from  the  at- 
tempt, as  well  as  from  his  purpose  concerning 
Thun  and  Arberg.  The  perfidious  canon  wa 
degraded  by  his  ordinary  and  drawn  and  quW' 
tered. 
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tered.    The  chapter  having  been  detected  in  a  chap,   * 
secret  correspondence  with  the  duke  respecting  s^-y^w 
this  plot  was  mulcted.    Hans  Rott,  the  peasant 
who  had  given  the  first  alarm  to  the  centry, 
was  ordered  to  be  supplied  annually  with  a  coat 
of  the  city  colours ;  and  the  like  gift  was  de-- 
creed  for  ever  to  the  oldest  of  his  posterity. 
The  event  was  commemorated  by  an  inscrip-  ■ 
tion  over  the  ^eat  portal  of  the  church  of  St. 
Ur&us.     Rudolph,  oppressed    by   shame    and 
{fenury,  abandoned  by  tlie   Duke  of  Austria, 
and  menaced  by  Soleure  and  the  whole  Confe- 
deracy, who  had  now  been  applied  to  f<^  suc- 
cour, gradually  drooped  and  died. 

The  Berners,  who  remembered  the  signal 
services  Soleure  had  rendered  thsm  at  Laupen, 
were  ready  at  the  summons,  and  ventured  an 
attack  upon  the  town  of  Burgdorf,  the  chief 
residence  of  the  Counts  of  Kyburg.  They  laid 
six  weeks  before  its  waUs,  during  which  the 
igarrison,  contrary  to  the  conditions  of  a  sliort 
armistice,  received  reinforcements  from  the 
Count  of  Montford  and  the  Duke  of  Austria, 
Tlie  besiegers  upon  this  being  in  want  of  ail  ne- 
cessary implements  relinquished  the  enterprizCt 
Berthtrfd  the  great  uncle,  and  the  two  brethren 
of  the  deceased  Count  of  Kyburg,  finding  no  rcr 
piedy  for  the  distracted  state  of  thdr  affairs  but 
a  speedy  peace,  sent  urgent  solicitations  to  de- 
man4 
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'  CHAR  mand  it  from  the  confederates ;  and  Otho  de 
i-,»-v^  Bubenberg,  no  less  intent  to  acquire  for  Berne 
the  important  town  of  Burgdorf,  gave  all  pos- 
sible countenance  to  the  proposal,  on  condition 
that  the  purchase  of  that  place  be  one  of  the 
preliminary  articles.  The  negociation  (a  most 
difficult  one,  since  the  Counts  of  Kyburg  scarce 
knew  how  to  forego  their  ancient  hereditary 
seat)  was  at  length  brought  to  a  happy  condu- 
I3M.  sion.  The  magistrates  of  Burgdorf  opened  their 
gates  to  the  burghers  of  Berne,  and  the  counts 
evacuated  the  castle.  They  likewise  ceded  Thun 
and  some  other  territories  to  Berne  ;  which  in 
return  agreed  to  defray  all  the  expences  of  tbe 
war,  and  to  indemnify  Soleure  for  the  damages 
it  had  therein  sustained.  The  Counts  of  Ky- 
burg hereupon  became  burghers  of  Berne. 

Viewotihe  The  Austrian  delegates  and  mortgagees,  who 
had  now  become  very  numerous,^'  forgetfulof 
the  fate  of  Landenberg  and  Gcsler,  once  more 
gave  a  free  scope  to  their  resentment  against  the 
shepherds  and  burghers  of  the  Confederacy; 
and  relying  for  impunity  on  the  interest  ofthdr 
friends  at  court,  gratified  their  cupidity  and  ar- 
rcganc;  by  all  manner  of  violence  and  oppres- 
sion. Notwithstanding  the  artifices  of  the  cour- 
tiers in  withholding  the  loud  complaints  of  the 

3'  The  diikes  of  Austria  were  wont  to  reward  services 
hjr  affording  opportunities  for  eitortion. 
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people  from  the  sovereign,  he  was  often  heard  chap. 
to  declare  that  such  proceedings  would  infallibly  w-^v^^ 
bring  on  the  ruin  of  his  government.  Wences- 
laus  held  the  sceptre  of  the  German  empire  with 
a  feeble  hand.  The  different  ranks  of  society  ■ 
were  in  perpetual  strife.  Besides  the  rooted 
enmity  between  the  lords  and  the  plebeians,  the 
citizens  and  the  country  people  also  frequently 
harboured  mutual  jealousies;  and  tradesmen  and 
mechanics  assumed  the  bold  and  independent 
spirit  of  the  shepherds  of  the  Alps,  who  justly 
prided  themselves  in  having  been  foremost  in 
the  defence  of  their  liberty.  In  times  so  full  of 
discord  various  associations  were  formed  among 
the  nobles,  one  of  which,  under  the  name  of 
the  Lyon,  extended  as  far  as  the  Netherlands ; 
and  others,  which  assumed  the  appellatipns  of 
St.  William  and  St.  George,  prevailed  in  Suabia 
and  many  of  the  interior  parts  of  the  empire* 
These  in  the  sequel  formed  a  general  combina> 
tion  for  mutual  defence,  of  which  Duke  Leopold 
and  Zverard  Count  of  Wurtemberg  thought ' 
it  expedient  to  become  members.  .Basle  was 
the  first  xity  that  joined,^^  and  many  Suabian 
ftad  Franconian  towns  followed  the  example.  ' 
These  several  members  being  influenced  by  dif- 
ferent motives,  and  often  swayed  by  opposite 


■'  .It  entered  into  the  association  of  the  Lyon. 

'  interests. 
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CHAT,  interests,  the  union  proved  ostensible  indeed, 
vv-v^  but  far  from  cordial.  The  nobles,  from  2  simi-  ' 
larity  of  habits  and  inclination,  were  firmly  ad- 
dicted to  the  duke;  whilst  the  cities,  in  acceding 
to  the  coalition,  were  rather  induced  by  their 
apprehensions  of  danger  than  by  motives  of  ge- 
nuioe  friend^p.  Meanwhile  £fty-one  free  ina- 
perial  towns  on  the  Rhine,  in  Saabia,  and  Fran- 
conia33  proposed  a  league  of  the  same  nature  as 
the  Helvetic  Confederacy-  Schwitz,  in  the 
Dame  of  the  forest  cantons,  declined  the  over- 
ture, alleging  that  their  fundamental  masim 
was  to  defend  thetnBClves  when  attacked,  but 
nevGC  to  intorfere  in  the  concerns  of  others. 
Xuric,  Berne,  Soleure,  and  Zug  freely  accepted 
a  defensive  league,  and  ratified  it  at  Constance.}^ 
Theljicerners,  restrained  by  the  forest  cantons, 
did  not  openly  accede,  but  dedared  that  they 
would  at  aM  times  coin|^y  with  the  summons  of 
Zuric. 

.  Before  the  formal  confirmation  of  this  league 
o£  the  cities,  Duke  Leopold,  who  was  at  that 
time  treating  for  the  purchase  of  the  lordship 
of  Laufienburg  from  the  branch  of  his  family 
which  not  long  before  had  sold'  the  Marches  c^ 

"  The  principal  of  these  were  Mente,,Stra»burg,  Worms, 

FMnfefort,  Ratisbon,  Nurem'icrg,  Augsburg,  Constance* 
Lindau,  and  once  more  Basic. 

Schwita 
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Schwitz  and  Rapperswyl  to  his  father  and  bro-  chap, 
ther,  came  to  Zuric*  and  gave  audience  to  the  <.^-y-*^ 
deputies  c^  Schwitz,  who  remonstrated  against 
certain  tolls  that  had  been  newly  laid  on  at  the 
bridge  of  Rapperswyl }  and  to  others  from  Lu- 
cern,  who  loudly  eoipplained  of  the  exactions 
xrfthe  revenue  officers  at  Rotenburg.  The  duke, 
ever  studious  to  sow  dissensions  among  the  Cofr 
jeder^tes,  and  resenting  even  the  qualified  ac- 
quiescence of  Lucern  in  the  league  of  the  cities, 
repealed  the  tolls  on  the  bridge,  but  gav«  no  re- 
cess to  the  Lucerners.  Having  thus  pacified 
ihe  Swiss,  and  having  rea«)n  to  condode  from 
the  reception  he  had  met  with  at  Zuric  that  the 
burghers  were  not  unfriendly  to  him,  he  soon 
devised  sonae  heavy  charges  against  the  allied 
cities  in  the  empire.  These  dties  immediately 
summoned  the  Helvetic  Confederates ;  but  the 
truce  of  Thwberg  not  being  yet  expired,  and  au- 
tumn bemg  near  at  hand,  the  Confederates  de- 
sired a  respite  till  after  the  harvest ;  and  so 
averse  were  they  from  entering  into  this  con- 
test, that  at  a  diet  held  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  they  positively  declined  all  interfcrenc-e.M 
The  duke  hereupon  found  means  to  dissolve 
the  league  of  the  cities,  and  being  thus  freed 
from  a  formidable  opposition,  he  became  less 

«  We  find  no  satisfactory  vindication  of  this  breach  of 
f»idi,iio  less  impolitic  ifaan  derogatorf . 

mild 
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CHAP.    miM  and  compliant  even  towards  the  Swiss 
,^,^v^  confederates,  whose  forbearance  his  house  had 
more  than  once  experienced;  and  his  delegates, 
observing  (his  return  of  austerity,  were  not  be- 
hind hand  in  displaying  aH  their  wonted  pride 
and  rapacity.     The  Confederates,  on  seeing  the 
change  operated  by  the  advantages  lately  ol>. 
•taincd  by  the  duke,  became  suspicious  and  dis- 
affected, and  perceived  that  their  only  security 
now  centered  in  their  swords. 
0(MB.ibie      Ori  one  of  these  days  of  genera!  discontent 
ihewar      a  rcport  was  suddenly  spread  at  the  annual  fair 
Kobiei*     of  Martinmas  at  Rapperswyl,  that  a  body  of 
*    -Zuricbers  were  advancing  up  the  Lake  with  an 
■intention  to  surprise  that  town  and  demolish 
•Its  castle,  and  that  in  this  attempt  they  were 
to  be  assisted  by  a  detachment  from  Claris. 
The  feir,  in  fact,  attracted  numbers  of  people 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  but  that  any  on 
this  occasion  came  with  hostile  intentions  is  no 
where  positively  affirmed.    The  b^liff  of  Rap- 
perswyl, doubtful  vi'hether  to  credit  or  disbelieve 
the  intimation,  sent  to  a  neighbouring  district 
for  a  reinforcement.     All  the  visiters  at  the  fair 
from  Zuric  and  Claris,  either  irritated  at  the 
slanderous  report,  or  seeing  the  attempt  frus- 
trated, withdrew.    The  Swiss  exclaimed  loudly 
against  the  opprobrious  calumny  ;  whilst  Au- 
stria, with  no  less  semblance  of  indignation, 
taxe4 
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taxed  them  with  a  perfidious  breach  of  tlie  un-    chap. 
expired  armistice.  k-*-,-*-' 

Seven  days  after  this  incident  a  number  of 
valiant  youths  from  Lucern,  regardless  of  the 
dissuasive  remonstrances  of  their  magistrates, 
who  were  solicitous  to  preserve  peace,  fell  sud- 
denly upon  the  Austrian  delegate  and  Iris  people,, 
who  were  celebrating  a  wake  before  the  gates  of 
Rotcnburg,  dispersed  them,  filled  the  ditch  .of 
the  castle  with  the  newraised  wa!ls,and  returned 
to  their  city  guiltless  of  either  plunder  or  blood- 
shed. They  had  long  threatened  this  summary 
justice,  the  imposts  laid  on  at  Rotenburg 
being  in  fact  contrary  to  the  existing  treaties. 
The  delegate  dispatched  letters  and  messengers 
to  the  duke,  and  Lucern  cautioned  the  Con-  ' 
federates. 

Lucern,  at  the  same  time  reserving  all  the 
prerogatives  of  the  house  of  Austria,  received 
the  shepherds  of  Entlibuch  into  its  burghership. 
Peter  de  Thorberg,  to  whom  Austria  had  mort- 
gaged that  district,  raised  the  taxes  to  a  degree 
the  people  could  no  longer  endure :  he  fre- 
quently compelled  extra  levies,  under  pretence 
of  public  services  which  were  never  performed. 
On  a  day  of  public  worship  he  kept  the  people 
confined  in  a  church  till  they  had  consented  to 
add  ope  hundred  iivres  to  their  annual  contri- 
bution. Those  who  shewtd  themselves  reluc- 
tant 


c^Googk' 


434  TBI  BISTOKT  OF 

CHAP.  tsDt  he  imtirUoned,  put  inaii7  to  the  torture, 
>  and  some  to  death.  When  the  people  sent  to 
Lucern  to  demand  protection  gainst  such  wan- 
ton oppression,  he  caused  the  advisers  of  the 
measure  to  be  publicly  executed,  and  bung  ap- 
prized  of  the  compliance  of  the  burghers,  made 
inroads  to  ^he  very  gates  of  the  dty. 

Thus  began  the  war  between  the  nobles  under 
the  auspkes  of  Duke  Leopold,  and  the  Confe- 
derates both  of  the  municipal  and  predial  can- 
tons ;  the  true  motive  of  which  was  the  irrc- 
condlable  hatred  of  the  former,  who  reprobated 
the  Spirit  of  independence  the  latter  were  in- 
cessantly diffusing  all  around  them.  Lucem 
thought  itself  called  upon  not  only  to  repel,  but 
also  to  take  vengeance  for  the  insults  inflicted 
by  Thorberg  on  their  co-burghers  ;  and  know- 
ing how  warmly  ,thc  neighlwuring  lords  would 
espouse  his  cause,  they  saw  the  necessity  of  pre- 
venting the  effects  of  their  enmity,  by  seizing 
and  demolishing  their  castles.  Zuric,  Zug,  and 
the  three  forest  contons,  bdng  fully  apprized  of 
the  inducements  to  this  conduct,  resolved  with- 
out deliberation  to  arm  in  defence  of  Luccrn; 
and  accordingly  on  the  third  day  of  the  ensuing 
year  the  banners  of  Schwitz,  Uri,  and  Under- 
waldwi  appeared  in  the  dty,  proceeded  thence 
with  the  burghers  against  the  castles  of.WoIl- 
hausen  and  Kapfenberg,  reduced  them,  and  com- 
mitted 
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ttiitted  them  to  the  flames;  hence  they. advanced  c»u*. 
to  Baldeck,  and  having  taken  and  destroyed  w-v-..> 
that  and  sevcEal  other  castles,  tliey  met  parties  , 

from  the  Austrian  towns  of  Sempacb,  Mayen-- 
berg,  and  Reichcnsee,  which,  either  from  pre- 
dilection for  the  Confederates,  or  the  dread  of 
their  approaching  arms,  joined  the  forces  of  the 
cantons. 

Leopold  upon  this,  having  reduced  the  Impe- 
rial cities  of  Alsace,  came  into  the  Argau,  de- 
nouncing vengeance  against  the  Swiss  cantons, 
the  original  movers  of  this  insult,  and  all  their 
audacious  Confederates.  The  inveterate  male- 
volence of  the  nobles  now  broke  out  so  sud- 
denly, that  in  twelve  days  the  Confederates  saw 
themselves  assailed  by  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  most  of 
whom  were  eagep  to  avenge  the  aiFronts  they 
or  their  fathers  had  experienced  at  Morgarteo, 
Laupen,  Tatwyl,  or  other  less  celebrated  though 
to  tbem  equally  disastrous  encounters ;  all  exult- 
ing in  the  firm  persuasion  of  their  irresistible 
force,  but  deeming  the  conquest  rather  too  easy 
for  the  glory  they  were  ambitious  to  acquire. 
The  declarations  of  hostiUties  from  different 
lords  were  sent  to  the  Confederates  by  twenty 
successive  messengers,  in  hopes  that  repeated 
alarms  would  graduallydepress  their  spirits,or  per- 
haps ultimately  sink  them  into  absolute  despair. 
The 
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CHAT.  The  Swiss  had  nothing  to  rely  on  but  their 
.  courage  and  their  Confederacy.  After  havbg 
bravely  fought,  for  Berne  at  Laupen  and  at 
Bdrgdorf,  they  summoned  that  dty  with  the 
confidence  of  an  irresistible  claim  to  mutual  aid. 
Hie  Berners  remonstrated  that  some  months 
were  yet  wanting  before  the  expiration  of  the 
eleven  years  truce  they  had  concluded  with 
Leopold }  that  the  duke's  dominions  in  their 
vicinity  were  in  a  state  of  perfect  tranquillity } 
that  the  late  war  had  exhausted  their  funds ; 
ind  that  they  therefore  requested  to  be  exempt- 
ed from  the  necessity  of  engaging  in  this  war. 
The  Swiss  received  this  answer  in  mournful 
ailence.  The  cautious  circumspection  of  the 
Berners  may  be  commended,  but  their  not  hav- 
ing shared  in  the  glory  of  the  day  of  Scmpach 
will  ever  be  a  stain  in  their  otherwbe  splendid 
annals. 

After  a  short  armistice  the  war  commenced, 
and  soon  raged  with  unrelenting  fury.  Many 
strong  castles  fell  in  a  few  weeks :  many  acts  of 
treachery  were  committed  on  both  sides.  The 
burghers  of  Mayenberg  betrayed  the  Swiss  gar- 
rison, allured  two  hundred  men  of  Zug  and 
Lucern  out  of  the  town,  and  exposed  them  W 
the  attack  of  thirteen  hundred  Austrians,  who 
destroyed  most  of  them.  The  survivors,  en- 
raged at  the  base  perfidy,  set  fire  to  the  tow" 
and 
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and  deserted  it.  Relchensee^true  to  its  engage-  chap, 
ments  to  the  Confederates,  was  taken  by  a  su-  ^^^-y"^ 
perior  force  and  burnt,  and  all  who  escaped  the 
flames,  men,  women  and  infants,  were  inhu- 
manly butchered.  Claris,  though  by  the  terms 
of  its  league  with  the  forest  cantons,  and  on 
account  of  its  dependance  on  the  Abbess  of ' 
SeckingRu  and  the  duke  her  advocate,  might 
have  declined  to  interfere  in  the  wars  of  the 
Confederates,  especially  agwnst  Austria ;  yet 
deeming  that  at  this  cridcal  moment,  when  the 
.Swiss  were  assailed  by  a  multitude  of  powerful 
and  inveterate  foes,  it  ill  became  them  to  remain 
unconcerned  spectators;  they  after  mature  deli- 
beration declared  to  the  duke  that  the  cause  of 
the  Confederates  involved  their  own,  and  that 
they  could  not  desert  it.  Sixteen  hundred  men 
of  the  forest  cantons,  Zug  and  Claris,  joined 
under  thdr  respective  banners  and  marched  to 
Zuric.  Tim  dty  expecting,  as  had  been  the 
case  on  former  Ofiqi^ns,  to  be  emosed  to  the 
first  and  mott  vigorous  attack,  made  every  poS' 
«ble  preparation  for  an  obstinate  defence. 

The  army  of  Leopold  collected  near  Baden,  Prepan* 
the  place  from  whence  his  uncle  had  seventy-""^ 
one  years  before  led  another  army  to  Mor- 
'^rten.    Having  learnt  what  forces  had  assem- 
bled for  the  defence  of  Zuric,  he  proposed  the 
ioUowing  plan  to  a.cquncil  of  war,  by  whom  if 
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€:hap.   wS»s  adopted :   *  A  strong  body  of  AOstriaBS, 
«.^-v^,  *  under  the  command  of  John  de  Bonstetten, 

*  shall  encamp  at  Bruck  in  the  Argau  to  awe 

*  the  city  of  Zuric*  and  being  itself  secured  by 

*  the  Reuss  and  Aar,  shall  spread  an  alarm  ovex 

*  all  the  Confederate  countries :  the  duke,  tht 

*  lords,knight9  and  their  retuners,  shall  advance 

*  up  the  country  towards  the  Alps :  after  Sem- 

*  pach  shall  have  been  chastized  for  its  t^each^ 

*  rous  defection, and  Rotenburg,  which  had  been 

*  basely  snatched  from  the  duke.shall  be  recover- 

*  ed,  the  army  shall  instantly  proceed  to  Luceriif 
'  the  bulwark  of  the  forest  cantons,  and  reduce 

*  it  before  any  part  of  the  garrison  of  Zuric  stnH 

*  dare  to  leave  that  city  exposed  to  Bonstettciii 
'  and  come  to  its  relief.*  The  Confederates,  on 
hearing  of  the  motions  of  the  duke,  concluded 
from  the  knowledge  they  had  of  his  prowess 
and  temper,  that  the  greatest  effort  would  be 
made  by  the  troops  he  commanded  in  penonj 
and  that  no  advantage  of  less  magnitude  this 
an  absolute  defeat  would  dedde  the  fortune  of 
the  war.  They  therefore  determined,  '  that 
*■  the  bursters  of  Zuric,  knowing  that  Bonstet- 

*  ten  had  no  implements  for  a  siege,  should 

*  (though  ever  on  their  guard  against  a  sudden 

*  attack)  allow  the  Confederate  auxiliaries  to 

*  march  out  of  thdr  city :  that  these  should 

*  cross  the  Reuss,  and  advance  through  Upper 

..  ^  ■  ,  '  Argan 
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'  Argau   towards  Scmpach :  that  Zug  ^ould   chap. 

*  cautiously  guard  its  frontiers  against  ,Bonstet-  wv^-*^ 

*  ten,  should  he  attempt  to  approach  them;  and 
'  that  all  the  remaining  forces  that  could  be  cob 

*  lected  should  march  straight  towards  the  duke: 

*  a  small  body,  indeed,  against  a  formidable 
'  host;  but  a  body  of  men  roused  to  the  highest 
'  pitch  of  valour  by  their  reliance  on  the  justice 
'  of  their  cause,  and  the  protection  of.  the  Al* 

*  mighty,  so  often  manifested  in  their  behalf.' 

The  auxiliaries  accordingly  marched  out  of 
Zuric,  and  advancing  with  speed  were  joined  by 
many  from  Zug»  Entllbuch,  and  all  the  villages 
through  which  they  passed.  On  the  same  day . 
that  these  troops  arrived  in  the  Argau,  came  also 
a  body  of  Bemers  to  a  castle  near  Willisau,  not 
many  miles  Arom  Sempach,  under  pretence  of 
demanding  redress  for  some  wron^.they  alleg- 
ed to  have  sustained  from  the  Dowager  Coun- 
tess of  Valengin,  but  more  probably  to  observe 
the  progress  of  the  war ;  and  should  the  duke 
prevail  and  be  at  liberty  to  attack  Lucem,  to 
harass  his  rear  and  impede  his  operations.  Tht 
kiukc  advanced  from  Baden  up  the  Argau,  and 
passing  by-Sursee  reached  the  wallsof  Sempacb, 
This  small  town,  about  nine  miles  from  Lucern , 
lays  at  the  head  of  a, lake  nearly, six  miles  in 
length,  the  countryroundit  rising  into  meadows, 
thence  into  corn  fields,  and  lastly  into  extensive 
s  £  z  woods 
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CHAP,  woods  which  crowned  the  hills.  The  Confcdc- 
^j^-v^  rates  occupied  these  woods. 
Battle  or  Early  on  the  ninth  of  July  they  reconnoitred 
bempach.  ^^^  gngniy's  army :  they  saw  a  numerous  weM- 
appointed  host,  each  band  led  on  by  an  illustri- 
ous baron,  an  avoyer,  or  one  of  the  duke's  sub- 
stitutes, whose  pride  and  avarice  had  occasioned 
this  war.  A  large  body  of  cavahy,  consisting 
entirely  of  nobles,  who  were  emulous  to  achieve 
the  reduction  of  the  Swiss  peasants  without  the 
aid  of  the  infantry,  bore  the  most  formidable 
aspect.  Among  all  the  chiefs  none  was  more 
conspicuous  than  Duke  Leopold,  at  that  time 
five  and  thirty  years  of  age;  manly,  high  mind- 
ed, full  of  martial  ardour,  elate  with  formcrtio 
tories,  revengeful,  and  eager  fbr  the  combat.  It 
was  harvest  time ;  his  people  reaped  the  com: 
the  nobles  approached  the  walls  of  Sctopadf 
and  upbraided  the  citizens:  one  of  them  hew 
up  a  haltt^  and  said,  *  this  is  for  your  avQytf- 
others  demanded  that  breakfast  should  be  soit 
out  to  the  reapers ;  these  were  answered,  *  the 
^  *  Swss  are  bringing  it.'  The  duke  seeing  tl« 
Confederates  on  the  eminences,  forgot  or  pe^ 
taps  never  knew  that  cavalry  attack  with  ^ 
greater  advantage  on  an  ascent  than  a  declivity: 
he  unadvisedly  ordered  the  nobles,  whom  dw^ 
heavy  armour  rendered  very  unfit  for  the  cvolu- 
tjons  of  infantry,  to  dismount,  and  sent  dw^ 
horse* 
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horses  to  a  distance  In  the  rear :  he  formed  them  chap. 
in  such  close  array  that  the  k>ng  spears  of  the  rear  -.^rv^ 
ranks  reached  the  front  of  the  line,  and  formed 
a  thorny  fence  that  was  deemed  impenetrable. 
John  Lord  of  Ochsenstein  commanded  this  for- 
midable phalanx.  The  vanguard,  consisting  of 
fourteen  hundred  foot,  headed  by  Frederick 
Count  of  Zollern,  was  sent  into  the  rear.^^  If 
the  duke  actually  meant  to  wait  for  an  attack, 
he  erroneously  adopted  the  plan  that  becomes 
%  commander  who  opposes  a  small  to  a  superior 
force.  To  this  he  may  have  been  induced  by 
the  romantic  gallantry  of  his  nobles,  who  scorn- 
ed advantages  guned  by  stratagem  or  a  mani- 
fest superiority  of  numbers,  and  deemed  that  a 
victory  thus  gained  would  leave  the  palm  of  va- 
louTundedded;  and  the  bright  qualities  of  Leo- 
pold fitted  him  much  more  for  high  feats  of 
chivalry  than  for  the  command  of  an  army. 

John  Baron  de  Hasenberg,  an  experienced 
veteran,  having  surveyed  the  whole  array,  inti- 
mated to  the  nobles  that  presumptuous  hardi- 
mss  often  juroves  fatal,  and  earnestly  recom-  . 
mended  that  the  Baron  de  Bonstetten  might  be 
sent  for  without  delay;  but  they  reprobated  hb 
caution :  and  thus  also,  when  the  duke  was  ad- 

>*  This  appears  to  have  been  put  of  tbe  infantry  whom 
the  nobles  would  not  allow  to  share  la  the  glory  of  the 
day. 

monished 
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CHAP,  montshed  that  in  all  engigemcnts  unforeseen 
s-^-W  accidents  do  happen;  that  the  province -of  a 
chief  is  to  conduct  the  army,  and  of  th£  army 
to  defend  its  chief ;  and  that  the  loss  of  a  com- 
mander is  often  more  ruinous  than  that  of  half 
his  force,'  he  at  first  answeredvu^th  a  smile  of 
indifiereace ;  but  being  urged  with  still  greater 
soUcitude  he  replied  with  warmth,  *  shall  Leo* 
f  pold  look  on  from  afar  and  sec  how  his  brave 

*  knights  combat  and  die  for  him  ?    Here  in  my 

*  country,  and  with  my  people,  will  I  dther 

*  conquer  or  perish.' 

The  Confederates  drew  up  on  the  eminence 
under  cover  of  the  wood.  As  long  as  the 
knights  were  mounted  they  thought  it  scarce 
possible  to  stand  the  brunt  of  their  attack  in  the 
plain  and  open  country,  and  deemed  it  safer  to 
abide  their  approach  in  their  present  position. 
No  sooner  however  did  they  see  the  nobles  di^ 
mount  than  suspecting  a  stratag&m  which  ^ey 
-might  not  be  able  to  guard  ^^pst  in  the  wood, 
they  advanced  towards  the  plain.  Their  con- 
■tracted  line  consisted  of  four  hundred  men  from 
Lucern,  nine  hundred  from  the  other  forest  can- 
tons, and  about  one  hundred  from  01aris,Zug^ 
Gersau,  Entlibuch  and  Roteoburg.  Each  band 
under  its  proper  banner  was  commanded  by  t^' 
landamman  of  its  valley,  and  the  I^ucornen 
\}y  th^r  ayoyer ;  they  were  armed  with  sltott 
ycapoWi 
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weaportS;  'some  held  the  halberts  their  father*- -CHap. 
had  wielded  at  Morgarten  ;'several  instead  of  s.^-*"^ 
shields  had  small  boards  tied  round  their  left 
arms.  According  to  ancient  custom  they  knelt 
and  implored  a  blesatig  from  on  high.  The 
nobles  closed  their  helmets  ;  the  duke  created 
knights;  the  sun  stood  high;  the  day  was 
sliltry. 

The  Swiss  after  their  devotion  ran  full  speed 
and  with  loud  clamouF  across  the  plain,  seeking 
an  opening  where  they  might  break  the  line  and 
spread  havock  on  each  side  of  them  ;  but  they 
were  opposed  by  a  solid  range  of  shields  as  by  a 
wall,  and  by  the  numberless  points  of  spears  as 
by  a  thick  fence  of  iron  thorns.  l*he  men  of 
Lucem.  more  exasperated  than  the  rest  at  the 
unexpected  impediments^  made  many  fierce  at- 
tempts to  break  into  the  line,  but  all  of  them 
inefiectual.  The  knights  moving  with  hideous 
rattle  attetnpted  to  bend  their  line  into  a  cres- 
cent, meaning  to  out-flank  and  surround  the 
assailants.  The  banner  of  Lucem  was  now  for 
a  time  in  imminent  danger,  the  avoyer  having 
been  sevwely  wounded,  and  several  of  the  prin- 
cipal leaders  slain.  Anthony  du  Port,  a  Mi- 
lanese who  had  settled  in  the  valley  of  Uri,  cried 
out,  '  Strike  the  poles  of  the  spears,  they  are. 
'  hoUow :'  this  was  effected ;  but  the  broken 
spears  were  immediately  r^laced  by  fresh  ones, 
and 
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CHAP,  and  du  Port  himself  perished  in  the  conflict. 

w-v^  The  knights,  partly  owing  to  their  unskilful' 
nessj  and  more  so  to  the  unwieldiness  of  their 
armour,  found  it  impracticable  to  form  the  in* 
tended  crescent ;  but  they  stood  firm  and  un* 
shaken.  Hie  Confederates,  who  had  now  lost 
sixty  men,  became  apprehcnuve  of  a  movement 
of  the  vanguard  from  the  rear,  and  did  not 
^ink  themselves  altogether  KCure  against  a 
surpnze  from  Bonstetten. 

This  anxious  suspense  was  at  length  decided 
by  one  heroic  deed.  Arnold  Strutban  de  Win* 
kelried,  a  knight  of  UnderwaMen,  liurst  sud* 
denly  from  the  ranks :  *  I  will  open  a  pass^' 
he  cried,  *  into  the  enemy's  line.    Provide  for 

*  my  wife  ajid  children,  dear  countrymen  and 

*  confederates }  honour  my  race !'  He  threw 
himself  instantly  on  the  enemy's  [nkes,  ffVfti 
as  many  of  them  as  he  could  reach,  buried  tb^ 
in  his  bosom,  and  being  of  a  ^  corpulent  sta^ 
ture,  bore  them  to  the  ground  with  bis  own 
ponderous  mass:  his  companions  instandy  nisfi- 
ed  over  his  expiring  body,  and  a  dose  ctdamn 
forced  itself  into  the  broken  ranks  of  the  enemji 
who  were  thrown  into  still  greater  confuaon 
by  their  endeavours  to  close  the  interval;  Ttut 
pressure  this  occasioned,  added  to  the  iflteos^ 
pess  of  the  heat,  proved  fatal  po  many  knigbts 
who  fell  without  4  wound.    Fnsb  cobuDtf  of 

the 
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the  ass^lants  avuled  themsdves  of  tlds  disor-  chap. 
der,  and  the  havock  became  general.  The  aer-  \^-v^ 
vants  of  the  nobles  who  had  been  left  with  the 
horses  perceiving  from  afar  the  constematioa 
which  prevailed,  mounted  and  consulted  their 
own  safety  by  flight*  The  banner  of  Austria 
sunk  to  the  grouiidf  together  with  Henry  de 
Esheloh  its  bearer.  Ulric  of  Arburg  raised  it 
anew,  and  endeavoured  to  restore  the  fight ; 
but  he  also  was  soon  oppressed,  and  fell  ex- 
claiming,  *  Help,  AiisQia,  fadp !'  Duke  LeopcM 
ran  to  him,  received  the  banner  now  steep^ 
in  gore  from  his  dying  hand,  and  once  mors 
waved  it  on  high.  The  conftict  at  this  moroept 
became  most  fierce  and  obsdnate.  Numbers  of 
combatants  pressed  round  the  duke ;  many  of 
his  illustrious  companions  fdl  near  him :  at 
length  all  hope  being  at  an  end,  he  exclaimed, 
*  I  too  will  £U1  with  honour.'  He  sprnng  forth 
fironq  among  his  fri^ids,  rushed  into  the  thickest 
of  the  enemy  and  sought  lus  doom  :  he  fcU^ 
and  while  weighed  down  by  hb  pondorons  ar- 
mour  he  was  struggling  in  vain  to- raise  himself, 
he  was  ap[Ht)ached  by  a  common  itiiai  from 
Schwitz  who  lewlled  a  blow  at  him.  Lec^Id 
called  out,  *  1  am  the  Duke  of  Austria ;'  but 
the  man  either  heard  him^ot,  believed  him  not, 
or  thought  that  in  a  day  of  battle  the  highest 
»nk  conferred  uo  privilege :  th<e  duke  received 
a  mortal 
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CHAP,  a  mortal  wound.3'  Martin  Maltcfcr,  the  ban- 
'  neret  «f  Friburg  in  Brisgau,  saw  the  disaster : 
he  stood  appalled:  the  banner  dropped  from  his 
hand :  he  threw  himself  upon  the  corpse  of  his 
slaughtered  sovereign  to  preserve  it  from  insult, 
and  there  met  his  own  fete.  ■ 

The  Austrian  infentry  now,  looking  round 
iii  vain-  for  their  diike,  betook  themselves  to 
flight.  The  nobles  called  loudly  for  thdr  horses } 
but  the  diist  they  saw  ridng  at  a  distance  mark- 
ed the  road  by  which  their  feithless  servants 
had  long  uDco  led  theth  away.  Oppressed  by 
their  heavy  armour,  by  heat,  thirst  and  fatigue, 
they  still  resolved  to  avenge- thd.r  soverdgn; 
and  if  tbey  could  not  preserve  their  lives,  at  least 
not  to  fell  easy  victims-to  the  reastless  fury  of 
th«r  triumphant  foes^ 

Among  the  leaders  of  the  Confederates  feQ 
Conrad  Landathman  of  Uri/Sigrist  Landam* 
man-  of  Underwalden  above  the  forest,  and  Pe. 
tcrmad  de  tJundolding^n-  theAvoyer  of  LuceniJ 
While  the  latter  was  'bhjeding  to  death  one  of 
his  townsmen  approached  him  to  learn  his  dying 
reque^ :  he^  unmindful  of  all  private  concerns, 
answered,  *  Tell  our  fcHow-dtizens  never  to 
•continue  an  avoyer.  longer  than  one  year  in 

n  We  must  have  better  autliority  than  that  of  Faber,  to 
believe  that  the  mao  who  killed  the  Juke  was  acti^ail|' 
fried  and  executed  at  Scrae  for  that  deed.  ~ 

*  office  J 
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*  office;  tell  them  this  is  the  last  advice  of  Gun-    chap. 

*  doldingeo,  who  dies  contented,  wishing  them  k^rv^    ' 

*  repeated  victories,  and  a  long  series  of  pros- 

*  perous  years ;'  thus  saying  he  breathed  his 
last.  The  banner  of  Hohenzollern  was  taken' 
by  a  shepherd  of  Gersau.  The  services  of  the 
burghers  o£  Bremgarten,  who  withdrew  from 
the  fiild  covered  with  the  blood  of  slaughtered 
foes,  were  so  greatly  prized  by  the  Austrian 
princes,  that  they  immortalized  their  valour  by 
a  change  of  the  colours  of  their  town  livery.J* 
Nicholas  Gutt  Avoyer  of  Zoffingen  fell,  together 
with  iwfiV/e  of  his  towndni^.  Regardless  oi 
every  concern  but  that  of  preventing  hisbanner 
from  falling  into  the  h^ods  of  the  enemy,  he 
tore  it  into  jtnall  pieces;  and  was  found  among 
the  dead  with  the  staff  fast  locked  between  his 
teeth.  His  successors  in  office  have  ever  after 
been  made  to  swear  that  they  would  maintain 
the  banner  *■  even  as  Nicholas  Gu^t  had  main- 

*  tained  it.'  Six  hundred  and  fifty-six  eooots, 
lords  and  knights,  whose  presence  iras  wont  ta 
grace  the  court  of  Austria,  were  found  amoiig 
the  slain :  and  it  became  proverbial  among  the 
Confederates,  ^  that  God  had  on  this  day  sat  in 
^  judgment  on  the  wanton  arrogance  of  the 

*  nobles.'  After  most  of  the  chiefs  on  both  udes 
Jiad  thus  fallen,  the  ardour  of  the'  conquerors 

»*  They  were  heiic^orth  red  and  white. 

gave 


444  THE  HISTORY  OF 

cHAr-  g»ve  way  to  fetiguc,  and  the  extreme  suliriiicis 
v-»-y-«i.>  of  the  day.  The  few  surviving  nobles  and 
Austrians  were  permitted  to  consult  their  love 
of  life  ;  and  the  Confederates  meeting  with  the 
enemy's  baggage,  gratified  their  love  of  pliw- 
der.w 

Thus  ended  this  memoraUe  day»  in  wlitch 
Arnold  de  Wnkelried,  by  devoting  his  life, 
saved  his  country  from  impending  ruin.  The 
enemy  it  is  true  were  impeded  by  the  we^t  of 
thdr  armour,  the  unfitness  of  their  airay,  and 
their  unskilfulneis  in  the  evolutions  of  a  well 
trained  in&ntry ;  and  even  thdr  native  prowesS) 
better  adapted  to  feats  of  knight-errantry  than 
to  the  tactics  o£a  dis^liaed  army,  was  mote- 
over  rdaxed  by  the  soverdgn  contempt  tbey 
entertained  for  the  Swiss  peasantry.  TbeCoO' 
federates  on  the  other  hand  were  greatly  ^ 
Toured  by  thdr  thoroi^h  knowkt^  of  the  ad. 
vaotageous  positions  of  their  country.  They 
were  interior  to  others  in  manceuvi^  and  ma' 
nval  exerdse ;  but  their  mode  of  warfare  was, 
Uke  their  souls,  simple,  grand  and  vigorous. 
Witb  an  in£intry  like  that  which  fought  at 
Morgarten,  I^upen,  and  Sempach,  and  with  a 
mind  like  that  of  Winkelried,  miracles  m^ 

»  Too  hastily,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the  sobseqaetf 
conipact  of  Sempach. 

have 
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have  been  performed,  even  had  it  been  reqiured    chap. 
to  storm  the  thundering  batteries  of  their  re-  --^■v-*.' 
cent  invaders.    The  Swiss  have  at  all  times 
had  the  means  to  keep  a  foreign  host  out  of 
their  country  ;  but  those  means  of  hte  had  not 
co-operated,  and  were  not  duly  directed. 

Notice  was  immediately  sent  to  Zuric,  BemC, 
Zug,  and  Claris,  of  the  prosperous  event  which 
liad  saved  the  Confederacy.  On  the  ensuing 
day,  after  a  party  of  Austrians  had  been  de- 
feated near  Sursee,  the  Swiss  agreed  to  an  ar- 
.  mistice  for  the  burybg  of  the  dead.  Leopold, 
with  sixty  of  the  higher  nobility,  were  convey- 
ed to  the  abbey  of  Koenigsfelden,  where  the  re- 
mains of  the  duke  were  deposited  in  the  vault 
in  which  reposed  the  ashes  of  Queen  Agnes,  and 
others  of  his  house.  The  lords  of  Arg^u  were 
lud  in  the  tombs  of  their  ancestors:  the  re- 
mainder were  buried  in  large  pita  dug  on  the 
iield  of  battle.  Two  hundred  of  theConfederates 
received  funeral  obsequies  at  Lucern ;  and  here, 
-s  perpetual  service  was  ordained  for  the  souls 
of  all  who  had  been  slain  In  the  battle,  whether 
,friends  or  enemies.  The  name  of  Wlf^elried 
has  ever  since  been  venerated  by  his  country? 
men.  Men  ought  to  be  weU  apprized  that  a 
single  instant  may  confer  immortality,  aod  that 
one  deduve  action  of  a  hero  m<dce4  all  good 
men 
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CHAP,  men  fathers  and  brothers  to  his  children,  down 
'  to  his  latest  posterity.  The  conquerors  re- 
maiaed  three  dayson  the  field  of  battle,and  then 
returned  to  their  homes  with  fifteen  captured 
banners,  celebrating  in  artless  songs  the  glory 
of  their  arms. 

Many  nobles  were  still  left,  who  resolved  rot 
to  brook  tamely  so  disgraceful  an  insult  upon 
thdr  order ;  and  six  days  after  the  battle  M 
less  than  fifty  of  them  sent  declarations  of  wtf 
fo  the  victorious  Confederates.  Many  of  them 
came  from  distant  parts :  the  Burgrave  of  Nu* 
remberg  was  of  the  number ;  and  the  youDgec 
Leopdd,sonofthc  duke  lately  slam,ftnd  brother 
to  the  Dukes  William,  Frederick,  and  Ernest, 
was  eager  to  avenge  his  father's  death.  These, 
during  three  subsequent  months,  continued  i 
desultory  war  in  various  parts  of  Helvetia. 

The  burghers  of  Friburg  in  Uchtland,  awed 
no  doubt  by  the  power  of  Berne,  had  withheld 
their  succour,  which,  from  thdr  knowledge  of 
the  mode  of  warfare  in  this  country,  would 
have  greatly  availed  the  nobles.  But  sotm  after, 
impelled  and  :uded  by  the  Biirgundian  lords, 
•they  ventijred  on  a  sudden  attack  upon  Berne, 
whidi  however  was  easily  repelled.  About  tbii 
time  (and  perhaps  this  was  the  real  ctuse  of  the 
.Mtetapt  of  Friburg)  the  upper  part  of  the  valley 
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on  the  river  Sibnen  placed  itself  under  the  pro-  ' 
tection  of  the  Berners,  and  thereby  greatly  add-  v. 
cd  to  their  influence  in  the  Oberland. 

Zuric  andLucem  sent  out  parties,  which  met 
at  Aristau  on  the  Reuss ;  where,  after  having 
thrown  twenty  tax-gatherers  from  the  battle- 
ments, they  demcdished  its  castle.  Hence  they 
proceeded  without  resistance  down  the  river  to 
Bremgarten  and  Mellingen  ;  nor  was  the  abbey 
of  Muri,  dependent  on  Hapsburg,  secure  against 
their  attack.  Good  men  saw  with  concern  that 
religious  awe  was  no  longer  a  check  upon  the 
vindictive  spirit  and  rapacity  of  warriors,  who 
mutually  despoiled  sacred  places  with  as  little 
remorse  as  if  their  respective  saints  had  been  in 
open  enmity.  The  church  moreover  was  at 
this  time  undecided  between  Urban  at  Rome 
and  Clement  at  Avignon  i^  and  abstjlution  for 
every  offence  was  easily  obtained,  by  having 
recourse  to  an  indulgent  confessor  of  the  oppo- 
site party. 

The  Austrian  town  of  Wesen  in  the  Gaster 
had  been  long  an  object  of  jealousy  to  the  people 
of  Claris,  who  Jfcnew  themselves  to  be  at  aU 
times  exposed  to  sudden  inroads  irom  that 
quarter,  since  in  winter  the  ice  and  snow  would 
preclude  the  assistance  of  the  forest  cantons, 

*"  Urban  VI.  and  Clement  VII.  The  latter  is  not  num. 
bered  in  the  succession  of  popes. 

and 
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CHAP,  and  in  cummer  thdr  men  must  be  called  forth 
v>v^  to  attend  thdr  cattle  on  the  mountains :  they 
hence  called  upon  Zuric  and  the  forest  cantons 
to  assist  in  the  reduction  of  that  important  sta- 
tion, and  this  object  was  soon  accomplished. 
Rafts  covered  with  men  came  down  the  lake;*' 
and  the  ditch,  contiguous  to  which  stood  many 
wooden  houses,  was  filled  with  CombustilJes. 
The  burghers  seeing  themselves  surrounded 
with  dangers  ca[Htulated,  and  obtained  the  con- 
firmation of  all  the  privileges  they  had  till  then 
enjoyed,  and  perfect  security  for  their  persons 
and  prc^rty.  Instead  of  an  Austrian  bailifi* 
they  now  received  a  mayor,  named  alternately 
every  four  months  by  Zuric,  the  forest  cantons, 
and  Claris,  llie  men  of  the  Caster  and  Sar- 
gans  had  scarce  received  the  summons  of  Claris 
when  they  accepted  of  its  protection  and  limited 
supremacy. 
These  successful  expeditions,  planned  with 
19ST.  cifcumspection  and  executed  with  vigour,  hav- 
ing thus  extended  the  influence  of  the  Confe- 
deracy, the  imperial  cities  found  little  (Ufficulty 
in  medUting  an  armistice  of  eighteen  months. 
The  Coitfederates  however,  owing  to  the 
treachery  that  was  practised  in  the  execution 
of  it,  ever  after  called  it  the  *  wicked  truce.' 
Their  antipathy  against  the  nobles  and  Aus* 

*'  Since  called  the  lake  of  Wallnutad.    - 

triaos 
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tlians  became  inveterate:  not  a  word  in  favour  chap. 
of  Austria  could  be  tolerated;  and  had  any  one  ^---y-w 
decorated  his  hat  with  a  peacock's  feather  (the 
ornament  usually  worn  by  the  duke)  his  life 
had  been  in  danger.  It  is  recorded  that  not  a 
peacock  was  suffered  to  exist  m  Swisserland ; 
and  that  a  Swiss  sitting  one  day  at  a  tavern  and 
seeing  an  iris  formed  in  his  wine  glass  by  the 
refracted  rays  of  the  sun,  which  he  thought 
bore  some  resemblance  to  the  feathers  of  that 
bird,  he  drew  his  sword  and  with  great  impre- 
cations dashed  the  glass  to  pieces.  Such  rooted 
prejudices  will  ever  prevail  among  a  people 
whose  rivals  shew  marks  of  contempt  and  ri- 
dicule their  manners,  or  when  they  betray  a 
disposition  to  deceive  them. 

The  short  interval  of  tranquillity  this  truce 
afforded  was  employed  in  securing^  the  strong 
places,  and  in  preparing  for  fresh  hostilities. 
The  men  of  Claris  made  regulations  for  the  in- 
terior administration  of  their  valley,  being  well 
aware  that  nothing  contributes  more  to  the 
prosperity  of  a  country  than  a  well-ordered 
government.  The  abbess  of  Seckingen  was 
confirmed  in  all  her  rights  and  prerogatives; 
bat  no  man  of  Claris  was  suffered  to  accept 
the  oiGces  of  cellarist  or  receiver  to  the  abbey. 
They  knew  the  influence  of'avatice,  and  that 
suth  an  officer  must  ever  be  subservient  to  the 

VOL.  I.  F  E  pleasure 
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cHA?.  pleasure  of  the  Advocate.  They  establisliei  i 
v^*-^  Court  of  Appeal,  consisting  of  fifteen  natives,  to 
be  annually  exchanged.  Whoever  declined  the 
summons  of  this  court  was  deemed  conturoi- 
cious  and  condemned.  An  appeal  to  foreign 
courts  was  strictly  prohituted.  They  madeUw? 
of  inheritance,  in  which  the  male  line  hiid  the 
preference.  Five  livres  was  the  fine  imposed 
for  calling  another  a  murderer,  a  heretic,  i 
thief,  or  a  rascal.  Pledges  might  be  taken  for 
a  loan,  but  they  were  not  to  exceed  one  third 
of  its  value.  -Provisions  were  likewise  made 
for  domestic  tranquillity :  whoever  detained 
any  one  who  was  hastening  to  quell  a  disturb- 
bance  was  fined  ten  livres. 
jsaa.  Early  in  the  ensuing  year  a  conspiracy  wis 
formed  to  reinstate  the  Austrians  at  Weseo. 
No  one  in  fact  sees  with  indifference  his  equals 
placed  in  authority  over  him;  and  burghers 
f  and  husbandmen,  when  they  obtain  authority 

over  strangers,  are  ever  gratified  in  exerting  it 
with  rigour,  especially  if  it  be  combined  with 
profit.  Many  at  Wesen,  firmly  attached  to  the 
Austrian  government,  corresponded  with  Ar- 
nold Bruch  bailiff  of  Windeck,  and  John  Count 
of  Werdenberg,  at  Sargans.  Austrian  soldiers 
were  gradually  introduced  into  the  town,  vari- 
ously disguised,  many  in  casks,  and  concealed  in 
the  houses  and  cellars.  The  magistrates  observ- 
ins 
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ing  various  su^acious  movements  sent  to  Claris  chap-. 
to  demand  assistance^  and  five  days  after  re-  i^^-vw.* 
caved  a  supply  of  fifty  men.  Oij  the  night  of 
the  twenty-fourth  of  February  tame  down  the 
lake  Count  John  and  his  retainers,  who  land- 
ed at  Utis  'f  and  parties  from  Rapperswyl,  Ey. 
burg',  Tockenburg,  and  the  Gaster.  These  all 
joined  before  Wesen,  six  thousand  in  number^ 
On  a  preconcerted  signal,  torches  were  immcdi. 
ately  lighted  in  the  town,  the  concealed  soldiers 
came  forth  from  their  retreats,  both  bridges 
were  broken  down,  and  the  gates  were  opened* 
Conrad  Au  of  Urithe  mayor,  Henry  Tschudi 
the  banneret,  an^  abovfi  thirty  soldiers  were 
killed,  and  Wesen  was  again  possessed  by  Aus' 
tria.  Two-and-twenty  men  sprung  from  the 
walls  and  fled  across  the  lake :  at  break  of  day 
they  met  rdoforcements  that  were  coming  firom 
Claris.  These  hearing  of  the  disastrous  event, 
returned  to  the  intrenchments  on  their  frontier 
much  disconcerted,  and  dubious  of  the  fate  they 
themselves  had  now  to  expect.  One  thousand 
of  them  remained  t^ree  weeks  under  arms  at 
the  entrance  of  thdr  valley.  They  resisted 
many  repeated  attacks,  heard  daily  of  the  fresh 
troops  that  joined  the  enemy,  and  had  no  fo* 
reign  Md  except  two  men  of  Uri,  late  servants 
of  Conrad  Au. 

Reduced  by  incessant  ^tigue  and  alarms, 
r  F  a  they 
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CH  \.p.   they  now  applied  for  an  equitable  peace  ;  amJ . 

w-.-*-'  their  deputies,  after  having  experienced  much ' 

contumely,  especially  from  Peter  de  Thorberg, 

received  the  following  proposal.^— *  All  you  who, 

*  hold  feudal  tenures  under  the  duke  must  yield. 

*  unconditional  obedience  to  your  sovereign  lord 
'  as  predial  slaves,  and  when  required  must  take 

*  the  field  against  all  his  enemies,  espedally  the 

*  Swiss :  you  must  renounce  your  league  with, 

*  the  Confederates,  and  make  no  alliance  whit- 

*  ever   without  tlie   duke's  previous  consent  v 

*  you  must  pay  all  arrears  of  contributions:  you. 

*  shall  have  no  law  but  the  will  of  the  duke,  and 

*  shall  deliver  up  to  him  all  the  documents  o£ 

*  your  pretended  liberties :  you  shall  indemnify 
/        *  Wesen  for  all  th'e  damages  it  has  sustained  on 

*  your  account,  and  expiate  your  stubborn  dis*. 

*  obedience,  until  the  duke  shall  please  in  his 

*  mercy  to  admit  of  your  atonement.    To  this 

*  you  shall  bind  yourselves  by  solemn  oaths, 

*  and  by  the  delivery  of  hostages.'  The  com- 
munity of  Claris  took  Httle  time  in  framing  the 
following  answer.     *  We  acknowledge  that  the 

*  Lady  Abbess  of  Seckingen  is  our  sovereign, 

*  and  that  an  Austrian  prince  is  her  advocate 
.«  for  our  valley.     We  will  duly  discharge  the 

*  arrears  of  contributions,  and  whatever  sum 

*  Count  John  of  Werdenberg  shaD  name  for  the 

*  dahiages  we  have  occasioned  at  Wesen  :  but 

*  we 
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*  we  earnestly  request  that  we  may  continue  in    chap. 

*  the  just  and  inoffensive  league  we  have  entered  ■. 

*  into  with  the  Swiss  ;  and  that  we  may  retain 

*  the  privileges  that  have  been  handed  down  to 

*  us  from  time  immemorial.*  The  Austrian 
ministers  received  this  answer  with  disdain,  and 
added  public  insult  to  their  abrupt  refusal.  The 
men  of  Claris  now  perceived  that  this  was  one 
of  those  critical  moments  in  which  a  people,  if 
it  is  to  subsist,  must  give  decisive  proofs  of  its 
energy  and  unshaken  resolution. 

The  Austrian  fcwces  assembled  in  great  num- 
1)ers**  before  the  passes  into  the  mountains 
were  practicable.  Count  John  of  Werdenberg 
commanded  them  ;  and  under  him  Count  Do- 
jiatus  of  Tockenburg,  Peter  de  Thorberg,  and 
John  de  Bonstetten,  led  the  bands  from  Thurgau 
and  Argau ;  and  John  de  Klingenberg  those 
from  Shaffhausen  and  the  Black  Forest :  Ulric 
Baron  de  Sax  bore  the  Austrian  banner.  On 
the  eighth  of  April  towards  evening,  intelli- 
gence was  brought  to  Matthias  Bucl  the  captain 
of  Claris,  who  with  two  hundred  men  was 
guarding  the  lines  near  Nxfels,  that  aii  attack 
was  speedily  intended.  This  notice  having 
iwen  rapidly  divulged  all  over  the  country,  the 
women  and  children,  with   their   cattle  and 

<*  They  are  reported  to  have  been  about  sii  thousand, 
moveables* 
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CHAP,  moveables,  \rithdrew  up  tbe  valley  towards  &t 
I  mountains,  and  messengers  wore  sent  to  tlie 
forest  cantons  to  summon  their  aid.  Schvitz, 
«itbout  waiting  £ot  the  resi^ves  i^  an  atsosbly, 
Knt  over  thirty  men  the  foremost  in  ^eed  aad 
krdour,  and  in  the  night  dispatched  tveatf 
snore.  From  Zuric  all  communication  vas  cut 
<^by  the  Austrians. 

On  Thursday  the  ninth  of  AprU,  at  four  in 
the  morning,  the  enemy  drew  near  the  intvenclh 
ments.  Elicgenberg,  Thorbcrg,BonGtetten,aiKl 
Sax,  aj^i'oachcd  in  front ;  whilst  Wcrdoiberg, 
with  more  caution  perhaps  than  enterpiize,* 
came  with  fifteen  hundred  men  over  mount 
£erenzen,  on  the  left  extremity  of  the  line,  vnA 
a  view  it  should  seem  to  assul  tbe  rear.  Mat* 
thias  Bad  caused  tbe  whc^  country  to  be 
alarmed.  The  men  of  MoUis  joined  him  firsts 
<hen  those  of  Claris,  under  ^bert  Vogel  their 
landamman.  Buel,  after  an  (djstinate  resistasa 
at  the  lines,  fell  baK^,  and  thus  afforded  time  to 
the  people  to  collect  from.tfae  roost  distantparts. 
l^be  Austrians  having  farced  the  intrenchmcnts, 
hastened  with  impetuous  fury  into  the  vUkf. 
Bael  now  p]»ctd  the  five  hundred  men  he  had 
collected  in  front  of  mount  Ruti,  where  witi 
great  hazard  Henry  B»el  fixed,  the  banner. 

«  He  appears  to  have  been  willing  to  see  the  ereU  of 
thf  da;  before  he  committed  himself.  ^ 
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The  Austrians  despising  their  weak  numbers  chap. 
betook  themselves  to  plunder,  and'  burnt  the  ^i^-^-^j 
town  of  Nafels.  Having  reached  Netstall,  their 
<avali*y  fell  upon  the  men  of  Claris  on  a  spot 
very  unfavourable  to  the  horses,  and  where, 
great  stones  being  moreover  hurled  among 
them,  they  were  soon  thrown  into  confusion. 
Buel  hereupon  having  received  all  the  rein- 
.  forcements  -he  had  reason  to  expect,  ventured 
an  attack.  The  men  of  Glaris  are  peculiarly 
dexterous  and  active :  they  instantly  inflicted 
many  wounds,  dismounted  many  horsemen, 
and  greatly  harassed  the  whole  of  the  enemy's 
line.  At  this  critical  moment  a  sudden  shout 
announced  the  approach  of  a  considerable  band 
from  the  Upper  Valley.  The  mountains  re- 
echoed the  welcome  sounds ;  ■  and  these,  toge- 
ther with  the  disorder  which  ilready  prevailed 
among  the  invaders,  which  was  now  increased 
by-ths  redoubled  ardour  of  the  assailants,  the 
unruliness  of  their  own  horses,  and  even  the 
view  of  the  towering  Alpff,  which  abne  seemed 
to  menace  destruction,  all  contributed  to  spread 
terror  among  the  Austrians,  and  added  many 
imaginary  to  the  real  perils  they  were  encoun- 
tering. 

At  the  hour  of  nine,  as  if  terrified  by  the 

ghost  of  W^ter  de  Stadion,  who  thirty-seven 

years  before  had  met  his  doom  in  thb  very  pass, 

and 
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CHAP,  and  from  the  hands  of  the  same  enemy,  the 
'^'v-w  Austrians  were  all  seized  with  a  sudden  panic, 
and  fled  in  all  directions.  They  fell  upon  each 
other  in  accumulated  heaps,  promiscuously  with 
their  horses ;  and  many  found  a  watery  grave 
in  the  river  Lint.  Three  Landenbergs  fell  near 
each  other  in  a  garden ;  thirty  burghers  of  Rap- 
perswyl  with  their  bailifiT  in  an  orchard ;  and 
forty  of  the  Thurgauers  on  the  banks  of  the 
Linti  Eighty  men  from  Winterthur,  four  hun- 
dred from  Tockcnburg,  and  forty-two  from 
Wesen,  lay  oh  the  field  of  battle ;  and  among 
them  were  found  Ulric  de  Waldkirch,  with 
fifty-three  of  the  first  nobility  of  Shaffhausen. 
Neither  Bonstetten  nor  the  Baron  de  Sax  sur- 
vived this  day  of  horror.  The  Austrian  banner 
borne  by  the  latter,  and  these  of  Thorberg, 
Tockenburg,  and  Montford,  were  taken.  The 
conquerors  pursued  the  enemy  with  triumphant 
shouts  to  the  bridge  of  Wcsen :  the  bridge  fell 
in,  and  with  it  a.  considerable  number  of  the 
furtive  knights,  clad  in  heavy  armour,  sunk 
into  the  lake.  Many  fell  under  the  halberds 
of  the  pursuers.  One  hundred  and  dghty-three 
nobles  and  knights,  and  more  than  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  men,  are  reported  to  have 
perished  on  this  day.  Eleven  banners  and  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  sets  of  armour  have 
long  remained  the  trophies  of  the  victory. 
Couat 
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Count  John  of  Werdenberg,  either  ciutioned  chap. 
by  his  wary  circumspection,  or  awed  by  fear,  t— >v-^ 
returned  hastily  over  mount  Kerenzen  ;  and 
the  whole  vaUey  was  cleared  before  the  next 
dawn  of  day.  The  victors  offered  up  their 
thanks  to  God,  the  blessed  Virgin,  St.  Fridolin 
and  St.  Hilary  their  tutelary  saints,  and  passed 
the  night  on  the  field  of  battle.  Next  morning 
they  advanced  to  Wesen,  which  they  found  de- 
serted by  all  its  inhabitants  :  they  sacked  and 
burnt  it,+*  and  thus  avenged  the  treachery  which 
a  few  weeks  before  had  proved  ^tal  to  many 
of  their  countrymen. 

Among  the  bodies  of  the 'sl^n,  which,  had 
been  gathered  in  great  pits  near  tlieintrench- 
ment,  five  hundred  and  seventy-nine  were 
twenty  months  after  dug  up  at  the  request  of 
their  relations,  and  deposited  in  consecrated 
ground  near  the  abbey  of  Ruti.  The  commu- 
nity of  Claris  upon  this  ordained,  that  every 
first  Thursday  in  the  month  of  April  the  head 
of  every  family  capable  of  enduring  the  fatigue 
should  repair  to  Nasfels,  and  walk  over  every 
ppot,  path  and  stile  on  which  their  ancestors 
had  on  this  day  encountered  so  much  toil  and 
danger,  and  been  so  manifestly  protected  by  the 
Almighty.  The  people  attended  oh  this  occa- 
sion, and  visited  with  the  aged  Others  the  spots 

^<  It  is  uncertain  wbetlier.  this  fire  was  accideital  or  lo- 
tcntional. 

of 
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CHAP,  of  the  eleven  attacks  made  on  that  day;  and  ar' 
oi-v^  the  si:ith  station  heard  the  narratives  of  the 
battle  of  Sempach,  of  the  events  in  the  Gaster 
previous  to  this  war,  and  of  their  own  signal 
victory ;  after  which  the  names  were  comme- 
morated of  fifty-one  of  their  countrymen,  two 
Schwitzers,  the  two  sen-ants  of  Conrad  Au, 
and  lastly  of  Matthias  Buel,  who  all  on  this  day 
had  bled  in  their  country's  cause.  Schwitz  sent 
two  deputies  to  this  procession.  After  the  ce- 
remony, and  the  celebration  of  mass  for  the  re- 
pose of  the  souls  of  those  who  perished  in  the 
conflict,  the  people  betook  themselves  to  jovial 
festivity,  and  returned  to  their  homes  chanting 
the  exploits  to  which  they  owed  their  freedom. 
Keg€  of  On  the  second  day  after  this  battle,  seven 
»7'-  hundred  men  marched  up  from  Zuric  to  the 
assistance  of  Claris ;  but  hearing  that  their  aid 
was  become  superfluous,  they  resolved  to  at- 
tempt the  siege  of  Rapperswyl,  which,  having 
been  strongly  fortified  by  Archduke  Rudolph, 
had  afterwards  been  garrisoned  by  seven  hun- 
dred Lombard  and  Genoese  soldiers,'  whom 
Duke  Leopold,  who  fell  at  Sempach,  had  ob- 
tained from  the  Duke  of  Milin.+s  Peter  de 
Thorberg,  the  inveterate  enemy  of  the  Confe- 
deracy, commanded  this  force.  Thi  troops 
from  Zuric,  after  having  received  considerable 

*^  Barnabas  Viscortt,  whose  daughter  Leopold  had  mar- 
ried. 

reinforcements, 
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reinforcements,  and  been  supplied  with  the  *^*^- 
necessary  in^plcments,  made  a  first  attack  on  -^j"-^-^ 
the  twelfth  of  April,  in  which  one  of  their  men 
was  killed  by  a  leaden  bullet.  The  day  after  > 
this  vain  attempt  they  were  joined  by  a  victori- 
ous band  from  Claris,  and  numbers  of  auxili- 
aries from  the  forest  cantons,  Zug,  and  even 
from  Berne.  Soleure,  though  allied  only  to 
Perne,  sent  sixty  spearmen.  Repeated  assaults 
were  made  during  three  weeks  with  fire  arms 
and  various  battering  engines,  and  fire-ships 
were  occasionally  approached  to  the  wooden 
houses  that  skirted  the  lake ;  but  the  resistance 
was  so  vigorous  and  obstinate  (the  inhabitants, 
no  doubt  recollecting  the  hardships  they  had 
endured  under  Rudolph  Bnin,  being  foremost, 
without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  in  the  defence 
of  their  shattered  "walls)  that  the  besiegers, 
finding  all  partial  attacks  ineffectual,  resolved 
on  a  joint  and  decisive  effort.  Tliey  prepared 
a  general  storm,  partly  from  boats  on  the  lake, 
but  chiefly  on  the  side  of  the  camp  under  cover 
of  a  gallery.  Thorberg,  who  had  more  than 
once  witnessed  the  intrepidity  of  the  men  he 
had  to  contend  with,  advised  a  surrender,  but 
the  burghers  strenuously  opposed  him.  Attacks 
were  made  on  all  sides  and  with  impetuous 
ardour,  and  were  sustained  with  equal  fine- 
ness and  resolution.  Sixty  of  the  assailants 
forced  their  way  into  a  cdlar ;  but  instead  of 
availing 


460  •  THE  HISTORY  OF 

CHAP,  availing  themselves  of  the  advantage,  they  quafi^ 
^^.-v^  cd  the  wine  they  found,2nd  distributed  it  largely 
to  their  comrades :  being  by  this  means  disco- 
vered, they  were  soon  compelled,  by  fire-brands 
and  boiling  water  poured  ort  them  by  the  wo 
men,  to  relinquish  their  station.  Meanwhile 
large  stones  having  been  hurled  down  from  the 
walls  on  the  gallery,  and  the  scaling  ladders 
having  been  dashed  in  pieces,  the  besiegers  at 
the  hour  of  vespers,  after  incessant  toil  during 
nine  arduous  hours,  abandoned  the  enterprize 
and  retired  to  their  camp.  On  the  next  day 
they  set  fire  to  their  tents  and  withdrew,  leav- 
ing behind  them  many  ladders,  battering  rams, 
and  otlier  warlike  implements.  The  Swiss,  like 
most  free  nations  in  a  strong  country,  have  ever 
been  more  successful  in  defensive  wars,  and  in 
the  open  field,  than  when  they  were  aggressors, 
and  attempted  the  reduction  of  fortified  places. 
This  luckless  enterprize  may  in  some  measure 
be  ascribed  to  a  pernicious  spirit  of  conquest, 
the  example  of  Berne  had  at  this  time  excited 
in  many  of  the  Confederates;  a  spirit  often  dis- 
claimed by  them  in  their  hours.of  sober  recol- 
lection, but  which  has  nevertheless  prevailed, 
far  more  than  was  consistent  with  the  true  in- 
terests of  this  people,  ever  invulnerable  as  long 
as  it  inflexibly  adhered  to  its  genuine  funda- 
mental principles. 
Three  days  after  the  battle  of  Nxfcls  the  Ber- 
ners, 
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nprs,  with  some  of  their  allies  of  Soleure,  ad-   chap. 
'  yanced  to  Burcn,  a  town  which  as  well  as  Nidau,  ,_,,-„^ 
although  its  revenues  had  been  assigned  to  the^™<'»J." 
Lord  of  Coucy  in  lieu  of  his  mother's  marriage  d"".  *=- 
portion,  was  still  occupied  by  Austrian  garri-. 
sons.     The  dukes  neglecting  to  pay  their  sol- 
diers, drove  them  to  the  necessity  of  providing 
for  their  subsistence  by  pillage  ;  and  thus,  be- 
sides the  open  war  that  was  now  raging,  afford- 
ed an    additional  pretence  for  this   attempt. 
Whilst  a,  council  of  Berners  was  deliberating 
concerning  the  best  mode  of  conducting  this 
enterprize,  some  of  their  men  rode  up  to  the 
walls,  and  by  means  of  burning  arrows  and  balls 
of  tar  and  brimstone,  succeeded  to  set  the 
town  on  fire.     The  wind  was  high  and  the     ' 
flames  spread  rapidly,  and  an  assault  being  made 
at  the  same  time,  the  garrison  and  inhabitants 
surrendered  at  discretion :  those  who  escaped 
the  fire  and  sword  were  made  prisoners. 

Five  and  twenty  days  after  this  success,  a 
party  of  Berners  advanced  with  some  of  their 
co-burghers  of  Soleure  against  Nidau.  The  gar- 
rison seeing  no  prospect  of  reUef  surrendered 
unconditionally.  Two  ecclesiastics,  the  bishop 
of  Lisbon  and  the  Prior  of  Alca^ova,  whom  the 
marauders  from  Ntdau  had  stripped  and  detain- 
ed, were  found  in  the  tower  of  the  castle  under 
a  heap  of  tattered  garments.  Berne  gave  them 
hospitable  entertainment,  supplied  them  with 
apparel, 
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CHAP,  ^partl,  horses  and  monejr,  and  dumlssed  them 
I  with  ample  provision  for  their  journey.  For 
these  benefits  the  two  prelates,  having  reached 
their  homes,  sent  to  Berne,  beades  the  full  va< 
lue  of  the  articles  they  had  recdved,  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  ducats  towards  the  expences 
of  this  war.  The  town  of  NeuviHe,  on  the 
c^postte  side  of  the  lake  of  Blenne,  now  also, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Kshop  of  Basle,  and 
with  reservation  of  all  its  previous  rights,  was 
admitted  to  an  union  with  Berne.  A  banner 
of  this  prosperous  city  soon  after  advanced  up 
the  Uchtland,  and  along  the  lake  of  Thun,  to 
the  narrow  |^n  which  separates  this  lake  irom 
that  of  Brien?.  Unterseen  a  small  wooden 
town  on  the  Aar,  which  here  rapidly  descends 
from  the  upper  to  the  lower  lake,  and  near  it 
on  a  high  eminence  the  castle  of  Uspunen,were 
once  the  inheritance  of  the  house  of  Eschenbach, 
and  at  the  downfal  of  that  venerable  race  had 
been  seized  by  Austria.  -The  Berners  added 
both  to  their  increasing  territories.  Another 
party  descended  the  Aar  as  far  as  Brack,  and 
thence  crossed  the  Botzbcrg  into  the  valley  of 
Frick  on  the  Rhine:  there  they  took  possession 
of  the  noted  church-yard  of  the  village  of  Frick, 
which  bdng  deemed  a  post  of  uncommon 
strength,  had  been  made  the  deposit  of  all  the 
valuable  effects  of  the  people  in  the  valley. 
These 
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These  the  Bcrners  seized,  and  thus  loaded  with    chap^ 
spoik  returned  joyous  to  their  respective  homes.  <.,f-~^ 

The  Dukes  Albert,  William,  Frederick,  Leo-  P"'«- 
paid  and  Ernest^  the  first  a  brother,  and  the  - 
four  others  sons  of  Duke  Leopold  who  had 
been  slain  at  Sempach,  seeing  the  fatal  issue  of 
that  disastrous  day ;  the  loss  of  Wesen,  Buren, 
Nidau,  and  other  towns  of  no  trivial  import ; 
the  confusion  that  prevailed  in  Thurgau  j  and 
the  danger  to  which  the  Argau  was  exposed  ; 
aware  also  that  their  treasures  were  exhausted, 
their  armies  weakened  and  discouraged,  and 
their  nobles  reduced  in  number,  wealth  and 
preponderancy :  being  moreover  at  war  with 
Poland,  and  doubtful  of  the  intensions  of  Bava- 
ria, they  gladly  acceded  to  a  seven  years  truce 
with  all  the  Confederate  states,  including  So-  - 
leure  the  ally,  of  Berne.  This  treaty  was  nego- 
ciated  at  Zuric  by  Lewis  Count  of  Thierstcin '  issa 
Abbot  of  Einsidlen,  and  Burcard  Wyss  Abbot 
of  Wettingen,  and  finally  concluded  at  the  me- 
diation of  Basle,  Constance,  and  four  imperial 
towns  in  Suab'ia. 

*  All  districts,  burghs  and  castles,'  it  was  here 
stipulated,  '  which  during  the  war  have  freely 

*  joined  or  surrendered  to,  or  been  forcibly  sub- 

*  dued  by  the  arms  of  the  Confederates,  shall 

*  be  confirmed  to  them  during  the  continuance 

*  of  this  armistice,  tlie  town.of  Wesen  excepted, 

*  which  shall  berestored  to  Austria,  on  condition 

'  that 
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CHAP.   *  that  during  the  same  interval  none  of  the  for* 
v.«F-,-^  *  mer  inhabitants  who  had  conspired  against 

*  the  Confederates  should  be  suffered  to  remain 

*  within  its  precinct :    Lucern  shall  have  the 

*  right  of  naming  a  water  buliSF  over  the  lake 

*  of  Scmpach  :  there  shall  be  a  free  intercourse 

*  throughout  Helvetia ;  nor  shall  any  fresh  tolb 

*  or  imposts  be  exacted :  the  Confederates  en- 

*  gage  not  to  admit  any  subjects  of  Austria,  not 

*  residing  within  their  boundaries,  into  thrir 

*  union:  all  differences  that  may  arise  shall  be 

*  amicably  adjusted  in  the  monasteries  of  Var 

*  or  St.  Urban,  by  umpires  to  be  chosen  by  the 

*  plaintiffs  from  among  the  opposite  party.* 

Thus,did  the  Confederates  terminate  this  for- 
midable \var,  into  which  their  rulers  entered 
with  reluctance,  but  the  people  with  confidence 
and  alacrity  ;  and  from  which  great  territorial 
acquisitions  accrued  to  Berne,  and  to  the  whole 
nation  the  immortal  fame  of  heroic  virtue. 
Seven  of  the  cantons  accepted  the  treaty  with 
ready  acquiescence :  to  Berne'  it  appeared  still 
premature. 
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